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SIT Was an ancient conſtitution in Iſrael, 
S| that a brother dying without i(/ue , the 
">| next brother ſhonld doe the of fice of a 
=) kinſeman, andraiſe wp [eede to bis bro- 
=o ther deceaſed, to continue his name that | 
== jt might not bee put out of Ifraell. The 
| Lord hauing not lons ſince taken out of his vineyard a 
| faithfull labourer, and from my ſelfe a lowing and deare 
brother, I thought that in ſome manner the equitie of this | 
conſtitution, now autiquated an4 absl:ſhed , did lay hold 
| UPON Mee. And that beins the next brother, Iwas to doe 
the office of a brother, to continue, and eternize his bleſ- 
ſed memoriall in Gods Church by brinvins to light t' is 
preſent Treatiſe. Hee himſelfe wh lei? hee lined __ 
& 3 it, 
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it , and had perjecicd it before his death: I haue but one- 
ly raiſed it out of his priuate ſtudie to the publique wſe of 
Gods Church. Thechildrep, /aid Hezekiah, are come 
'rothe birth, andthere isno ſtrength to bring forth. 
Thus it fared with this Author, Hee had finiſhed and per- 
' fefted this worke , and bronght it enen tothe birth , but 
there was no time to bring it footth. GOD preuenting 
him, «a4, by his death , bringins him to the ende of h1s 
faich, ( his tranſlation into the heauens ) before hee came to 
brinz this worke tothe end of his deſite, (the publication 
thereof tothebenefit of Gods Church :)) 1 thouznt it great 
| pitty, that ſo hop-fullan iſſue ſhould periſh for want of a | 
| little helpe inthe birth. And 1 thought withall in caſe of 
' 1p 22 linence,or refwſall of this brotherly office, how inſtly 
4 imioht baue deſerncd the ignommmnious.ceremony of the 
| pittle ir my face. Heerenpon 1 wilitngly performed this 
| 1.xsle, of peruſing and ſettinz forth this Treatiſe. Zacha- 


"ome ly when be could not fpeake, hee wrote : So 1 deſired that 


| is penmizht make (ome ſupply of the want of his tonaue ; | 
' that rs Abell by ins faith , ſo hee by his workes , being ! 
dead might yet ſpeake, 

This m briefe hath your Ladiſhip,the reaſon of my pre- | 
| {ent enAeanoutrs, | 
| Pormeto ſay any thin? in commendation of this worke 
is not happily fo fuling. 4t bein? both hard for one bro- 
ther 10 co /;mend another without bo ting, and the 


| 


| yonnger and inferionr his commendation aldino little 


| credit or grace , tothe worke of his elder and ſuteriour, 
| For, as theleſſe is bleſſed, /o alſo praiſed of the grea- 
| ter, 7 mane th:refore heerein to bee ſpþarinz. Onelie- 
[this ; Twill but as the widdows, which ſhewed Peter the 
| coates and garments which Dorcas made, while ſhce 
Was 
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was with them. So onely will 1 (hew, and/et forth ſome 
part of his labours which hee performed whileſt hee ws 
with vs. Andlet his owne workes praile him in the 
gate.. And ſurely this worke will doe it, if either mater, | | Pro, 31.31; 
or manner, arenment or art will doe it. 

The matter and argument of it *«ſuch, as yet bundled| | 
at large by none other beff ore him that 1 know of. 

and beſaes,tt is excellent by reaſon of the daily « fe 
which occurres in pradtiſe. So that of the title and ar- | | 
eument of this booke may 7 ſay as Gellius ſpeakes of a | | 
good title which Melifſus had giuen to a booke of his | ,. 
owne which it ſeemed ſcarſe de; erned it, That the vet Y C wn Oe 
title had a great alluring,and i intiling force to draw | fam, lecebr, 
men tothe reading of ir. Such zs the argument of this | 7. ra na ws 
worke, of ſuch ſpecial w/e in our prac Ziſe, that it may | deproprictate 
eafil ly perſwade any, both toread and like it. It containes o [Ne _ 
the right 446% oww3%, the art of knowing a mans ſelfe ; 18. cap. 6. 
it dilconers unto vs, the infinite intricate WINUINgs, and 
turnings of the darke Labyrinths of mans heart. Indeede | 
oftentimes the diſconeries of couſenages, and deceits in | | 
the world make many, before honeſtly 3 onorinty to turne | 
couſeners and deceiuers. But beere needes wo ſach | 
feare, for heere wee are taught no new deceit or coule- 
ning trickes, which yet wee practiſe not; but rather are 
connineed of that couſenage , with which wee deceine our 
owne ſoules, and yet will not bee borne downe to bee cull- 
iy of impoſture. This point is worthy our beſt 1v its, and - 
| knowleage. That heathen Philoſopher nener thought | 
| himſelfe to begin to know Philoſophy , till bee beganne eto | 
| know bimſelfe. But ſurely wee neuer beginne ts know | 
| Diuinitie or Religion , #ill wee come to know our | | 
| ſelnes : our ſelues wee cannot know , till wee know our | 
| AJ hearts. | 
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hearts. 1 bt, our hearts are deceitfull abone all things; 
who can know them ? They who with diligence ſhall per- 
uſe this preſent Treatiſe ſhall with Gods bleſsing be able 
inſome good meaſure to know them. Here ſhall they find 
thatdanzerom CArt of Selte-Sop hiſtrie d;þlayed, by 
which millions of (oules are inwrapped in the ſnares of 
Sathan : And ſo by ſeeing their ſelfe-deceitſhall come to 
their ſel/e-knowledge. 4 knowledge nener more negle- 
ed. Vt nemo in ele tentat deſcenderc, nemo. Mer 


care not for knowing themſelues, who are oftentimes | 


too-too cnrioully greedy of knowing all things elſe, bein” 
herein like to jooliſh traucllers , that lone to tranell in 


to, and talk. of other ſtrange countries, ſlraners inths | 
; meane time, inthe rarieties, ſecrets and won !ers of then 
 ewn. Asfor the Art, and m.nncr of handling this ar- 


gument in thus Treatiſe, Tleaue it ts the Readers indae 

ment, aduenturins notwithſtanding my ſelfe to ſay thus 
much, thut had this Treatiſe but age and antiquitte an- 
{werable to the ſufficiency, it (hould eafilte fide anſwe- 
rable acceptance. Nothing preiudices Writers more then 
either mens knowledoe of their perſons, or their want of 
antiquity. My not a man ſpeake of many of our new Wri- 
t-r5 as Gellius {pake once of a good ſpeech that Fauori- 
nus made? Nonne,/aith he,!1 id Antitthenes aut Di- 
ogenes dixifler, dignum memoriaviſum efſer ? 7f 
D.ozenes or Antiſthenes had but /boken that which 
Fauorinus did, the ſpeech had gone for halfe an Oracle: 


i 


now happily the more reſpectleſie, becauſe from Fauori- | 
nus. that was inferionr it may be 1m nothing to Diog c- | 
nes bt in ({anding. How many worthy modernc Vri- | 
ters unon? it vs are nealefed, onely becaule moderne? | 


Nonne (i hzc Augultinus, aut Chriſcſtomus, &c. 
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Had but Auguſtine 97 Chrifoſtome,or ſomeauncient 
Father wrote chem, how had they beene admired, now 
neglected, onely becauſe as Bildad ſpeaks,they are but 
of yelterday ? Moſt mens iudgement of Wruers is the 


little worth elſe in them beſides antiquitie, andthe credit 
of an ancient Fathers name? how would we wilifre thoſe 
ſame thin?s in new , which wee ſo magnifie in oldie V/rt- 


| thoſe ancient Worthies and renerend Sazes ( Tome them 
| all que renerence and re{hett) but onely to meet with that 


' fond humour, which meaſures worth onely by age, as if 


| nothing couls be good,but that whichis old : aud from 

| a meane conceit cf Writers perſons knowne, are ready to 

| preiudge th ir workes unread ana vnkaowne, 

| But as for your Ladi(hip ; 1 perſwade my [elfe that 

| your knowledoe of the Authors perſon, parts, and en- 
dowments wherewiuhall God ha graced him, will bee 


ters ? 1 ſpeake it not to derogate ought from the worth of 


ſame that of wine,Luke 5.39. The o!deis better. An | 
yet oftentimes the olde 1s hard and tart, and nearer Vi- | 
nezer thenWine, when the new is ſweet andpleaſant. 
How many workes of ſome of the Fathers, which haue | 
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| the greater meanes to win your Honourable acceptance | 


| of this Worke. And /o mich the rather doe 1 preſ 1K 


| upon your Lndiſhips favour herein, becauſe whilſt hi; | 


' Anthoy l:ued (ont of a lone to his graces, and honour jþ}s 
' diſpoſition) hee entes/1e1 this Worke to haue beeng þg.. 
noured by the patronaze of your worthy and rieht noble 


| Brother, who now alſo together with this Author js at 


| reſt, (nging heauenly Halleluiahs #n the preſence of the 
' Lambe. 
Pardon me good Madam, if Irenew your griefe with 


the mention and remembrance of {0 great 4 loſſe. Giue | 
A 4 Vs. 
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Val.l 4 cap. 6. 


Iſa. 57.1. 


| 0s lane 40 teſifie our fellowfeeling of your ſorrowes, 
| Publike loſſes may not paſſe without publike heauine(ſe. 11 


is comming vpon vs, The righteous periſheth, and no 
| man con{iaereth that hee is taken away, from theeuill that 
 i5 to come. Surely when good men, eſpecially bee great 
| 2en, and young men too, are taken away, it ts a fearefull 


is a loſſe that yeelds vs argument both of great griefe,and 
a5 great feare : Canit bee a ſmall griefe to ſee our ſelues 
depriued of the wſe and benefit of ſo many rare vertues, 
an honourable inclimations,of ſo great lerrning in ſo few 
yeeres, of ſo great grace, holines, and religion in ſo young 
yeeres, us were ſweetly met and combined im him ! Hu rave 
endowments, his noble diſpoſition , hu religious conneſa- 
tion, his hopefull ſernice to Gods Church. And this kinz- 
dome conſidered , 1 may ſay of the Church and Commons: 
wealth, as once V alerius ſpake of Cornelia tn the loſſe of 
her louing husband, Corneliam neſcio an fxliciorem 
dixerim quod talem virum habuerir, an miſeriorem 
quod am ſerit : 1t is hard to ſay whether wee were hap- 
pier in the inioyment, or vahappier in the loſſe of ſuch a 
perſonage. And asin this loſſe there is great cauſe of riefe, 
ſo noleſſe of frare, Wee may griene that ſo great good 


is taken from vs, wee may feare becauſe ſome grear euil | 
| 


preſazeof much anger, and enill to come. The Lord make 
Us Wiſe to conſider the deaths of ſuchmen, that the feare 
of els to come , may make 5 to ſecke to auoid enill pre- 
ſent, and make vs prudent in the foreſight of the plagnes,to 
hids our ſelues. 

But yet in the middeſt of this griefe and feare, your La- 
diſhippe is not lift altogetker comfortleſſe. As it is acom: | 
fort that G 0 D honoured your family with ſuch a one, 
ſo «this alſo none of the leaſt comfortsto you, that you; 


mourne | 
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mourne not alone , but haue the hearts of all good men 
heauy with yours. 1t make our ioy the greater to haue | 
others reiozce with ws, when wee reioyce © but it makes | 
our ſorrow th: leſſe when wee haue others , to weepe with | x. Sam. .33. 
Vs, when wee weepe. Did Abner, ſaid Dauid, dyc as 
a toole ? So of him it may bee ſaide. Did hee dye as au | 
| armmeriling, as an ignoble perſon ? without teares ? with- | 
out lamentation? 1 thinke 1 may boldly jpeake it, that ne- 
| Her any of his place , and of his yeeres, left more heaui: 
| hearts behinde him than hee hath done. Theſe are mi- | 
| [erable griefes indeede , when others finde matter of ioy 
| in the matter of our griefe , and laugh at our teares ; but 
' then may wee grieue comfortably , when we: ſee others 
' toyne-with ws, and lay to heart our loſſes, as well as 
ear [elues. 
| 41 would willinzly both inlarge his commendation and 
| our eriefe, but theſe require rather a Volume then an 
| Epiſtle, And 1 may ſpeake of them as Augulline of an 
| other , Ila quidem anima in focieratem fidelium & | eph, 1a. 3, 
caſtarum recepta , Jaudes nec curat , necquzrit hu- 
manas, imitationem tantum quzrit : /: deſares more | 
' the imitation then co #.mendation of his weriues ; and the | 
imitation rather of his life , th:n a lamentation for his 
death. | 
Tet may 1 not altogether þpſſe ouer in ſilrnce his holie 
| and religr0us courſe ;, which was , tokeepe acatalogue or | 
diary of bus [*nnes againſ{ Go : and enerie night, or the 
 n2x1 morning ,to renew the faults of the day paſt : Eue- 
ry Sabaoth morning, or nizht before, to reniew the faults 
of the whole weeke : and at the enie of entry moneth to | 
| ſurway the whole moneths tran/greſsions. This aid bee | 


| datly, weekely, and monthly , thereby the hetter to hum- 
: ble 
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ble himſelfe for his fins, andrenew his practiſe of repen- 
tance. d4ni the day before the receinmne of the holy $4- 
crament, did alwaies wſe to huwsble himſel/e before the 
Lord with Faſting, Prayer, ard Confeſsion, thereby the 
better to prepare himſelfe for the more worthy and com- 
fortable receiving of the holy Communion. 

1 ſay nothing of his religious obſeruation of the Sab4- 
oth by himſelfe alone, and with his people about him, 
both before and after the publike Exerciſes, in medua- 
tion, reading, prayer, and repetitions. Hts care/ull ex- 
penſe of time, his keeping of ſet honres of ſtudiz. This 
did he, with good loſtah, while hee was yet a childe, 
ieckethe Lord. By meancs of which his holy and con- 
ſtant courſe in ſeeking the Lord, in few yeeres he becam: © 
wiſer then his ancients and teachers, and preſerned (:. 
younz yeeres in great honour and reputation, free fro»: 
all the blemiſhes and ſtaines of youth, notwithſtan..711 1 
tne manifold occaſions to the contrary in regard of his | 
place and condition. The truth ts, the world was not 
worthy ef him. His vertues and his graces were fitter 
for heagen then this impure earth, | 

Let is now that are behin4e, turne our griefe mto 
care, let our care bee) to follow theſe holy eps hee hath | 
trod before Vs. True it is you can n. eter recouer his per- 
ſon, his eraces you may : Thegriefe will be the leſſe for 
the lolſe of bis perſon, if you make a recoucry of his gra-" 
ces. Whilſt his ſpirit is doubled pon your Honour, and 
his graces ſhall ſure in your relizions imitation, ſo 
long we ſhall count him lininz in your ſelfe. 

An nowricht Honourable, I entreat you by the lowe 
that he tar? to this Author ani by the lone that you bire 
to his honourable Patrones, your deceaſed Father and 
Brother, | 


A Es ts a ts at 


| Lord leſs. May 5. Epping | in Eflex, 
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Brother, (both now glorified Saints) to teſtifie your loue 
to this _Auther by your honourable and fauonrable c- 
ceptance of this worke. 

May your Ladijhip but pleaſe to vouchſafe the rea- 
ding and diligent peruſal thereof, and 1 dare preſume 
Upon much. i his as I baue raiſed this to light, ſo 1 
comm-n4 it to your Honours patronage, and protection : 
and your Honour to the patronage an. 1 protection of the 


= en EI _ 


Your Honours 


inall ſeruice, 


Izn,. WYKP, 
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The heart ts deceitfull aboue all things , andenill ; who 
can know it ? 1 the Lord ſearch the heart and try the 


reynes, that Imay give toeuery one according to his 
wayes, according to the fruit of his workes, 


——— 


Cuaar. IL 
The Text opened ; APreparation to the Trea- 
tiſe following, ſhewing the originall ofthe hearts 
deceitfulneſle, the difhcultie, and yet thenames of 
knowing It, 


* He Prophet hauing grieuoully 
| menaced the lewes in the be- 
ginning of this Chapter ; be- 
cauſe hee ſaw how much they 
bore themſelues out againſt 


the «#2iptiau his belpe ; there- 
fore in the firſt Verſe hee curſeth all ſuch as relye 
vpon man,and make fleſh their &rme:contrarily blel- 


ng ſuch as in their dangers ſhroud and ſhelter} 
themſelues vnder the wie ofthe Almighty, | 

But here the Tewes, bauing made a conenant with | 
hell and death,wculd be ready to obiect againſt cc 


Prophet z What then is all this threatning to vs! 


B Wee! 


("oher, 


9,41.3.4- 
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| 


_ 


Prou.26.t., 


| 


| know the depth of our hearts : that ſo, though 


= the Prophets ſaying 3 yet hee iudging of| 


{ ſtirution oftheir hearts, may deale with them ac- P 


"The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


\Weeare none ofthoſethat withdraw their hearts 
trom God. Vſe of meanes doth not preiudice truſt 
in God : Truft in God as it cannot ſtand withers/# 
in mcanes ; ſo neither without w/e of meanes when 
rhey may be had. Weerepoſe our ſelues on God | 
as much as thy (elfe, orany elle : and weerepaire 
t9 the ſecond cauſes, onely as ſeruiceable, and ſub- 
ordinate to the firſt. Therefore 2s the ſparraw by 
4adring , and the ſwallow by flecins eſcepe, 10 this 
thy canſeleſſe curſe, ſhall not come : neither are wee 
ſuch children to be skirred with bugs-words. 

The Prophet theretore inthis verſe preuenterh | 
ris 0bieion,and keepeth them irom this ſtarting 
hole,ſaying,7he heartts deceitſull,as if he ſhould ſay, 
-larter not your ſelues in a vaine conceir;that you 
with-draw-noryour heart from God,'and ſo God 
will not with-draiv his from you. Nothing more 
ealie than for aman to deceiue himſelfe : for the 
heart by reaſon of the great wickedneſle thereof, is 
a botrom-lefle and vnſearchable gulfe ofguile 3 in 
ſo much as none can know,not onely anotkers,but | 
not his owne heart, the Lord onely hath reſerued 
this as a prerogatiue ropall to himſelfeexatly ro 


men conceiuving well of themſelues, may conceiue, 
amifſe of God, as onethar by his doiogs will nor. 


men , according to the ſecret diſpoſition and con-| |} | 


cording!y ; blefitng thoſe that intruth doe truſt in| 


him but curſing ſuch as with-drawe from him, | 


thouzh not their tongues, yet their hearts, This is 


the ! 
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| The deceirfullneſſe of mans heart. 


the order and generall purpoſe of the words, 


the hearts deceitfulneſle, Heere two things are to 
be confidered : what is meant by heart, what by 
aeceitfull. 
By heart, mans heart is meant, as appeareth by 
the context. And now becauſe mans heart is one 
of the principall ſeats ot the ſoule of man, therefore 
by a Metonimy of the ſubiect , it is viually in the 
Scripture put ſometimesfor the whole {oule,lome- 
times (and that more frequently) tor ſuch ſqeciall 
faculties intheſuule, as more ſpecially belong to 
the heart,as the Will and Aﬀections. Bur here it is 
tobe taken for the whole ſoule, and all the parts 
thereof,the vnderſtanding;the will, the affections: 
tor all are deceitful]. 

The word geceitfull is ſignificant inthe Hebrew, 
comming ofa verbe which tignifieth to ſupplant, 
as runners in the race vic todo;and trom this word 
had yzcob his name, becauſe hecaught E/as by the 
heele when he was commiag forih of the wombe : 
So doe our hearts cunning!y, as it were, trip our 
heele when wee are to runne the race whichis fer 
before vs. Though heere allo that reaſon of the 
name which E/as talſely gave to 1atob, may truely 
agreeto our hearts; well may they be called /akovs, 
becauſethey cozen many,and dotheir indeauour 
to c9zen all of Gods ble{hing, and the heauen!y in- 
herirance. But it may bea>ked , 15 this deceiiftul- 
nefſe given vntoall men indifferently , or onely r- 


They containe in thema propolition concerning 


Reſolution 
and lence, 


Gnace b, 


Gen 27.36, 


ſome? 4nſw.To all,ſaue Chriſt,;n whoſe morth (and 


ſo heart)was found noguile. By nature ail our hearts 
B 2 4 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Pal.z2.2, 


arealike. And the change that grace makes in this 
life is not ſuch but that in ſomeſort,the heart of the 
beſt may ftill be faid to be deceirfull. Chriſt indeed 
gaue Nethanael this prayſe, that there' was no guile 
in his heart, and Dauidſayes the like of cuery iuſti- 


new,or young man that is created by God in the re- 
generate, and not ofthe fleſþ,thar olde man, an olde 
toxe indeede, that by reaſon of his age is often too 
hard for the yong man : for youth is but ſimple in 
regard ofoldeage 3 Howbeit as young men grow 
{till to further perfetion,and are on the encrealing 


brings dotage : ſo heere the craft of this olde manis 
daily weakened, the rather for thoſe many wounds 
which the tronger young mans arme giues him 
inthe braine, whereas the _ wiſedome of the 
yon man increaſeth daily. Thus then we interprer 
theſe words of the Prophet, The heart of man is 
deceitfull,euen the whole heart of the wicked, be- 
cauſe it is wholly fleſp, and part of the heart of the 


ſtrong, and raigning deceitfulneſle, the deceitful- 
nefſe that is in the heart of the godly is weaker, as 


them. The heart ofthe wicked thewes it deceirful- 
nefle in the whole courſe of their lives, The godly one- 


was </pright in all things, ſaue onely in the matter of Fri- 
ah. The generall current of his life was free from 


deceitfulneſle, though not the particular aRion ; 
Contrarily,' 


hand, whereas olde men decreaſe, till at length age| | 


godly, namely, the vnregenerate and fleſhly part.| 
The heart ofthe wicked is deceitfull with a full,| | 


being diſcerned of them, and ſtrouen againſt by| | 


ly in ſome particular attions. As it is ſaid of Dawid, he | '* 


w 
: 
EI 
: 
Ps 


= ET” _ 
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ſtified man: butthis is true only of rhe pzrir, ofthe, | * 


a > Sel 


| 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
Contrarily, the heart of the wicked may be vpright 
in ſome particular atFions, as Abimelechs inthe taking 
| of Sarah.7 know ((aith God) thou haſt done this inthe | Gen. 20, 6. 
vprightnes of thy heart :yet not inthe maine of their 
lives. This is proper onely to the goodly,that they 
are 2pright in iheir way, that is,the conſtant tenor of | Pal, r19, 2. 
[their conuerſation. Now this deceittulneſſe heere | 
| giuen ro the heart,is {erforth ; Firſt, by the greaznes 
| of it : aboue ail things, Secondly, by the cauſe of it , 
| and euill.Thirdly,by the vnſearchableneſſe of it, ſuch 
tharnone can know it , figured with an interroga- 
tion, who canknow it? that is, none of himſelfe, by 
his owne mother wit,without an higher and cleerer 
light, 
To begin firſt with the decer/fulne//eof the heart, | The originall 
Rs... : _ # 4 , of the hearts 
anJ then to come to the illuſtrations of it after- | j.c.omlned: 
ward: It may bee asked, tor the better vnderftan- | 
ding theroof; How comes this deceitfulneſle into 
| theheart ? Is not che heart Gods creature ? and did 
| henot makeit ſimple, plaine, andrrue? VVhence 
then rhis fraud? Lord,” thou fowedſt in this field 
of mans heartthe good corne of faith, truth, fince- 
ritie: Whence then theſe Tares? Sa/omontels vs. 
Eccleſe. 7.31, God made man righteoms : but they haue 
 ſoucht ont many 'nuentions. For howſocuer theſe 1n- 
wentions and deceits(as Moſes ſheweth,Gen.z.)were 
firſt forged in the Diuels braine,and came out of his 
' (hop; yet becauſe they were fo readily apprehen- 
ded, andias it were bought vp > faſt by our firſt pa- 
rents; therefore Salomon aſcribesthem to mans So 
thathowſocuer heere allo the queſtion concerning 


theſe Tares; yea Thifle;of treachery , andpertidi- 
2 ouſneſle | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, E. 


' what it is, wherein it conſiſts, and ſhewes it ſelfe. 


outneſlein our hearts may truely be anſwered with 
that in the Goſpell : The enur9us man hath ſowne 
them, yet wichall it may iuſtly be ſaid, becauſerhe 
ground did ſo open hier mourh for them , that the 
field ir ſelfe did bring them foorth, If at-the firſt, 
when as this field was as the pleaſant Eden of God ; 
how much more now , when hauing the ſal as it 
were of Gods curſe ſownevpon it, it is become as a 
barren wilderneſſe? If {dam and Ene might bee 
charged as the firſt fathers and founders of thoſe de- 
ceitfull inucntions ſuggeſted by Sathar, becauſe of 
their ready , how much more wee, becaule of our 
2-eedy apprehenſion of them, whereby wee drinke 
chem in as the fiſh doth water ? If they for willing con- 
{enting to,how much more we,for wilfull conſpiring 
withthe diuell? So that, whartloeuer the Scriptures 
(hal tell vs concerning the Tempters wiles,we may 
ſafely draw ir hither, and apply it to our ſelues,part- 
ners and praQtizers with Sarhan in his ſiratagems a- 
gainft our owne ſoules. 

We lee then the rocke, whereout this deceirful- 
nefſe was hewen. A pigge it is of our owne Sowe, 
a flower (weede rather) of our owne garden, It re- 
mayneth, that, more particularly, wee ſhould ſee 


A labour ſurely full of dificultie. For as the wo- 
man of Samariaſaid of her Well roChrift, T hewel/ 
i acepe, «nd thou haſt nopitcher. the ſame may we fay | 
to our ſelues of this pit, this puddle, this den, this 
dungeon. Iris very both darke and deepe. Vho 
canſeeit? whocanſoundit? And alas, whereare 
our buckets to emptie it? VVYho hath nor cauſe to 


complainc | 
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complaine with S. Auſten, inſt cauſe hane 1 to be- 
waile that darkneſſe, in which that power that is within 
me, is hid from m-;, [o that my ſoule asking it ſelfe con- 
cerning it own ſlrength,cinnot ſafely beleenc it ſelfe,be- 
canſe euen that which indeed is invs ys kept ſecret from 
vs till experience manifeſt it? O ye many blinde cor- 
ners, the ſecret turnings and windings,the perplexe 
labyrinths , the cloſe lutking-holes that are heere ! 
who would thinke , that within the compaſle of fo 
{mall apiece offleth, there ſhould bee roome e- 
nough to harbour ſuch ſwarmes of vaine and vile 
thoughts, deſires, affe&tions; and that farre more 
ſecretly from being eſpied by vs, then the largeſt 
and vaſtcſt Cities can doe any ſcouting naughty- 
packe? Man is a great deepe whoſe very hayres are num- 
bred before thee O Lord. And yet eaſter it # 10 know the 
number of his hayres,then of the motions and affections 
of bis heart , as excellently Saint Aufer. For, as in 
Hercules Menſter, (till freth heads, one ſpringing vp 
after the cutting off of the other: and as in Ezechiels 
Temple, atter the ſight of ſome abhominations ill 
moe : ſoheere in this ſoinfinite a receptacle of de- 
ceirfull thoughts , one deceit ſucceeding and pref- 
ling hard at che heeles of another, Many 19nentions, 
{aid Salomon, ſpeaking of thoſe at the firſt in the 
heart onely of Adam and Eve. How then is the 
number (thinke wee) increaſed fince, there being 
none, whoſe braine or breſt hath not caſt in his 17- 
{owes mite at leaſt,into the common treaſury? Ifthis 
Rinking river were fo great where itfirſt roſe, how 


1 


| 


chen((thinke wee) hath it inlargediirſelfe, beingrun 
thus farce > No maruell then jt the Prophet, as it 
B 4 werc 
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The deceufulneſſe of mans beart. 


werc ainazed to (cc ſuch litters, yea,legions of deceit- 
1] diuels, couching cloſe in this their _— ſte, 
cry out, as heere wee heare him, The heart & decert-. 
full 1bene all things, whocan know it ? Zo myſticall arc 
theſe hearts of ours. Sodeepe andablirule areher 
myſteries of deceit. Why then will ome ſay, doe 
you trouble yourlſelte in vaine?torifnone can know 
this myſtery ef iniquitte, how then can you know it? 
how can you make vs knowit? 
I anſwere, though no man knowit as of himlſelfe, 
et, 1 the Lord know; andit weplow with his hyfer we 
(hall know the darkeſt Riddles, T here is a myſterie 
of linne (ſayes one) lying in the folds of our hearts, 
which wee ſhall neuer ſee ynlefle the Spirit ot God 
enterin, and giue vs light : for this /p:ri4 ſearcherh 
the deepe thinges of God, 1.Coy. 2, much more can it 
ſcarch the deepneſle of Sathan, and mans deceit- 
full heart. If then we conſule with the Lords Spirit, 
we may learne of him what theſe deceits bee, «10 
tarre forth , as he hath reuealed them in his word ; 
which is alight whereby wee may ce inthis, cuen 
more then «£g#ptian darkneſle., Therefore our Sa- 
uiour counſelleth vs to take the benefir of this 
light, and notto let it ſtand vnder the bed, and that 
vpan this ground, for there is nothing hid (namely, 
in our hearts, though neuer ſocloſely) but it ſhr{l be | 
opered, namely, by the power of the Word, moſt 
plainly. And this Pau[exemplifes in his /deor,com- 
ming into the Church aſſemblies, and inhcaring 
the word opened, ſceing himſelfe and his own heart 
opened,andrhe lecrets thereof diſcouered. Cannſel! 
(vnderſtand it of cratty counſel) inthe heart of man: 
but 
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but's man of onderſtanding (vnderitandir ſpecially 
of ſpiricuall-vnderſtanding out of. rhe word ) will 
fetthit git, fairnh Salomen, Heere t! 1c holy Ghoſt ma- 
teth the wiſedome ofthe word to be a bucket,able 
to'brire vp the (t.thy. mirc out of the deepeſt pits 
of deceitfullhearts: "Andifthe wiſe man haue kill 
folerdowne his bucket into other mens hearts,. and 
drawit vp tull againe, -much more then into his 
owne, ' Thouglithennaturally wee-are all blinde, 
walkine:itvthe Garke'Clbytbers.of our aearrs, yet, it} 
the Lord 30e before vs wich his torch: if hetake vs, 
13once Ezerhitt ined en corrupt temple (ſtablera-' 

cther)and lead vs along by his Word and Spirir, we 
ſhall then elcerely {oe the {eueralbsancks and orders! 
of the abdminiidle: deceits: therein : for in the 
word of Gbd-there are many wonders to be ſcene, | 


as Dauid confeſſerh in that his prayer, Oper mine, 


eyes,0 £byd,that' 1 may ſee wonders out of thy Law. A- | 


monyg the whith' this of our. owne frearts 17bewe!-, 
led and avatamis ed. is not the leaſt, Indeede, when | 


ot dead bodies are whole, weecannot ſee whati is 
within. They will caſt forth aneu:llſauour, and we 
may ſce ſome filthineſſe and deformicien them. 
The which yet is bur{weetneſle and beauty to that 
wee ſee, when the body i3 cut, opened, and intrals 


taken out. Surely, the noſes and eyes cuen of ſome 
 naturall men, mate diſcerned i in mans heart vnope- 


ned, vnſanory naſtinefſe, odious vglineſſe. But 
alas, all that was no enough to humble them, ney- 
ther was itany thiMro that they might haueſeenc 


[ 


mithe heart broke vp by God,the onely Skiltull ana- | 


tomizer thereof. Who 2$heſeeth all things there-| 
in, * 
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in,lying naked as in an Anatomy,as the Apolile ſpea- 
keth, Heh. 4. 13. ſo allo hee hath laid.it open in his 
word vnto vs; as inthe 27r/e before the ſame Apo- 
ſtle ſheweth,The word of God « linely ſharper then the 
two-edged (word, a diſcerner of the thaughts and ſecres 
intents of the heart, neyther ts there any creature whith 
is not mmifeſt in it ſight;namely, of the word before 
ſpoken of: torſo I thinke, without any violence of- 
fered to the words, may the Text bee interpreted. 
And the word, Creatare, Itake forthe creature of 
the heart,namely,the thoughts, and incents therof 
before mentioned: - That the ſenceſhould be this. 
The word diſcerneththe thoughts of our heartznot 
ſome, but all. Nothing is there that the heart for- 
gerh,frameth,andas it were createth within ir ſelte, 
which this word takethnot notice of, Bur of this 
ler the learned iudge. 

Wellthen, ſince the word is that: {ight which ſbi- 
nethin this darkneſſe,having it with vs,venter we to 
deſcend downe into this deepe dungeon, and to 
launch out into this vaſt Ocean, hauing this plum- 
met to found the bottome thereof, T hey that goe 
downe into the deepes (ſaith the Prophet) they ſee the 
works and wonders of the Lord, Bur they that goc 4 
downe into this deepe are not now like to ſee any 
thing , bur the deepneſſe of Sathan, the workes and 
wonders of the Diuell, the Lin/athan that ſporteth 
bimſelfe in theſe waters; or rathera Nepturetrium - 
phing here as in hiskingdome. VVhich fighr,though 
happily not fo pleaſing, yet profitable it will be, 


ht 


are thoſe cleere waters, which if wee trouble them 
nor, 
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not, with the mudde of our owne affections, like | 
the Elephant; cleerely wee may ſee our owne de- 
formitie. Here is a2la//e,vvherin we may behold the 
faces of our harts, & eſpy euenthe ſmalleſt wrinckle 
of deceit whatſoeuer, Andthatnot ſo, as our na- | 
turall facesin common glaſſes, where we forget, as' 


faſhion of our face; but {o, tac ſtill the fight ſecne | 
(hall ſticke by vs , oma it ſelfe to the eye of | 
our vnderſtanding. When fome cunning deceit- 
full Theefe hath (tollen ought from thee, thourun- | 
neſt preſently rothe cunning wizard, a worſetheefe, 
a worſe decciuer, to fee in his decejvable glaſſe,, I 
know not what phanſie,the theefejr ſhould be,thar. 
bath robbed chee.. . Loe thy heart, the mo crafty 
| audcoſening theefe that can be, hathrobbedthee, 
; and doth daily filch from thee thy richeſt treaſure. 
And canſt thou in thy little loſſe runne to the diuels| 
lying glaſſe, to finde our a little theefe, and wile | 
thou not in thy greater loſſe, come to Gods true 
plaſſe to finde out the great theefe? If thou thin-| 
keſt there is no ſuch theefe that ſteales ought from 
thee, do but come hither to this Glaſſe,and thou 
ſhaltſee him, and all the tricks and myfte- | 
ries of his conny-catching trade. | 
Come Iſay,and ſee him {Tohn 1, 
ating of them, 
* * 


* 


loone as our eye is out oi the glaſſe, what was the 1551. 
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finde ſuch an inftinirnumber oftheveynesof deceit- 
tulneſſe, and thofeſo knotty, and intricately infol- 
ded rogether, that hard it is diſtin&tly and cleerely 
co ſhew thetnall.Neuerthelefle, God afhiſting,we 
{hall do ourbeſt erideauour, 1 thinke therefore that 
all the deceitfulneſſe ofithe hearr , diſcovered ro vs 
in the word , may be reduced totheſe two heads : 
Firſt,thedeceirfulnefſe whereby we deceine others 
oxely :. Secondly;that whereby allo we decciuc vr 
[elaes. $ "7: 224048 | = 1.235 

The former isnot that which heere the Prophet 
lv much aymeth' at. &nd therefore weewill no: 
{o much infiſt vpon it. Jr ſhewt s it ſelte pecially 
intwo things?" if Diſamulation and Simitlation ; + 


diſſembling and: tonce1ling that which indeede 
| and infayning and counterteyting that which 1- 
| deede 15 not. Diſshmulatien is eyther ofew{t or 2999. 
The diſſembl:gpofere//is three-told : Of euill zo be 
done,or in doing :{econdly; from being dove : thirdiy, 
already done. 

The hearts deceirfulacie in hiding that euill 
which thee purpoſerh todoe, or is in doing, is to 
| make faire cucn of the quite contrary. And there- 
fore in her witty wickedneſie, ſhee inuenterh ſome 
colourable 
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once by his enuious brethren, -that ſold him ; by 
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colourat le pretenceto ſhadow her maliceand mil- 
chiefe. When ered intended woluſbly to worry 
Chriſt,he pretended yet religiouſly ro worſhip him. 
Simeon and Lenicloked their purpoſed maſlicre of 
the Sichemires, with the conſcience of circumcili- 
on : Abſolom his treaſon, with the religion ot 
his vow-10ad his perfidiouſneſle ro Abner,and Ama- 
z4 with friendly words,aud fyren-likefalutations : 
Iſmael his murtherous mind toward thoſe eightie 
men, with his Crocodile teares : Iudas his couctoul- 
neſſe, with a ſhew ofa liberall and mercitull affec- 
tion towards the poore : and the lewes their enwie 
againſt Chr, with their duty to Ce/ar. Thinke yee 
that rhe lewes cared for Ceſar ? No, none fo impa- 
tient ofhis yoke as they: But they had murtherous 
hearts,thirſting for our Lords blood; that was the 
true cauſe ; and che cauſe of their malicious heart 
was their exi#eye, that could not indure the glori- 
ous. brightneſle of his grace. But if they ſhould 
haue alleaged that, all the world would haue cryed 
ſhame on them : therefore to hide the odiouſneſle 
of their fa& , rhey ſet on it the faire maske of loyal- 
tie to Ce/ar. Thus alwayes in the perſecutions of 
To(eph, his coate (hall be brought foorth,, as ic was 


his whorilh miſtreſſe, that (landered him. Some 


lere. 41.6, 


laſevhs Conte 
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one ſpecious and pauſible pretence or other {hall 
be deuiſed by the wicked,to ſave their credit in the 
world. So like rowers in the boate,whileſt in their 
pretence they looke one way,in their intent they goe 
thecleanecontrary. This tricke of deceitfulneſſe 
the heart hath learned ofthat arch-maſter of de- 


ceits, 
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; are the ſeruants of the maſt high God,efc.leſus of Naza- 
' ret, 1 know who thou arteuen the holy one of God : but 
|. yethee then plorieth miſchiefe , thinking by one 


| to ſpie out warrem hi heart : for itis to be marked, 
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ceits, tze Diuell; Who ſomerimes will needes be- | 
comea Preacher oftherruth,as when he ſaid,T heſe 


truth to conuey and winde into our minds an auvn- 
dred lies. Thus truth is made to vſher falſhood: tor 
euerin thoſe his ſvgred glozing words,wherein he 
preacheth Chriſt the Sauiour ofthe worid,it is caſte 


how he calieth him Telus of Nazarer,therby tonou- 
rich the error of the multitude, thatthought hee 
was borne tkere,&lo not the Meſiah, whoſe birth 
they all knew ought to bee at Bethlem, 1cſu5 then, 
and the holy one of God are batter and ole; as was at 
terward , Good maſter thou regardeſi no mans perſons, 
but 7eſzes of Nazaret,that isa [word,as was afterward, 
1s it lawfull togiue tribute ? And fothat which Salo: 
mon ſpeaketh of the flarterer, that hee fpreadeth a net 
before his brothers feete, is true in thoſe flattering 
ſpeaches. The diuel ſometimes giueth the truth:in- 
Sends hedoth bur ſera ſnare to {catch the truth in, 
As Saul,a good ſcholler inthis ſchoole did for Da- 
vid,in giuing him 2zichol to wife : will gine himher, 
faich he,that ſhe may be a ſnare wnto him, and that the 
hand ef the Philiſtims may bee pon him. Heere is a 
g00diy thow of ſpeciallfauor and good will, cuen 
ſuch,as ſimple Dauid was in a manner rauiſhed with 
it,to thinkethat his meanneſſe ſhould be honored 
with ſo great a marriage.But it is but a baite,coue- 
ring the hooke, honje-poyſon. Theſc of all other 
are the moſt ſecret deceits, which are thus mantled 


and! 


hat. Mi 
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-he isvery fory tor him; and ſo atleng 
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and masked wita the difguifed-pretences of ſpeci- 
all loue and kindneffe. And therctore Salomon not 


ignorant hereot, when he commands boupty and | 


munificencein a prince, he aſſociates tr#th thereto, | ; 
7 | {170 neceſtuce 


Bounty and truth doe eaird the King , thatisto lay, 2 | 


trae (nota treacherous) bounty : for there is a talle 
and lying bounty, deceiuing thoſe on whom ir is 
deſtowed. Andasin the prouerbe there are gift- 
leſſegifts.Such as was that of Saul to Davidzbread in 
one hand;aſtoneintheother. Infinite were it to 
ſpeake allthat might be ſpoken heere, Ir is /o com- 
mon a practiſe in the world, yea, and it is counted 


'Wiſedome for men thus to vazle their intents with pre- 
| tences their meaning with their words, that the trueth 
149 be taught falſe, and falſehood true, When they 


meaneto {rike the head with one hand , they will 
firſt froke it with the other,or, as he ſayes, with 6ne 
hand they will claw on the head , with the other ſmite on 
the cheeke. The t2le-bearer when he comes to {et his 
brothers good name at ſale, how cunningly , how 


i . 
a 
- 
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artificially will he traduce! meaning to bite h1s bro- 


cther,he wil hrſt ki/e him. Bur well did'Salomon pre- |, 


fer a frien1s wounds before ſuch kiſſes: for rhele kiſtes 


are 1444s kiſſes. They wound z2ortall;:the other me- be 
cidinally. Therefore excellently doth Salomon cha- | Gre 
rater him, The words of the whiſper:r ( as Tremelttts | Pi0.58.8, 


reads it, arelike to the words of thoſe tr148 are often 
knocked : but they go? downe into tire bowels of the belly. | 
Sodeepely doechey pierce. When he begins firil| 
to open his packs, hee wil tetcha deepe ſ1gh, pro- 
feſſing that becaufe of his grear loue to rhe parvie, 
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countenance,with eyes caſt down,with a flow,and 
lamenting voyce,as though the oifence of his-bro- 
ther were to him as a blowe with a cudgell, out 
comes the {lander : loe, a cunning cranke ofdeepe 
and diuelliſh deceitfulnes,ſo to diſguiſe wartherixg. 
malice, that it ſhall be taken euen for wotherly mercy, 
tolamentand cry as it himmſelt were beaten, whileſt 
he with the ſcourge of his viperous tongue vamer- 
citully laſheth others. oY Y 

So alſo vnder the colour of zealeandbatred a- 
gainlt finne, doe ſome couer their hatred againſt 
mens perſons in their bitter cenſuring of them. 
And others vnder the colour of giwng thaxkes to; 
God, hide their vaine oſtentation of thetr own. ver- 
tues,as that Phariſee, that ſaid, Lord, 1thanke thee, 1 
am not as this publicane.But as Chryſoſtome ayes , this 
world not ſerue his turne : for it & no. thankeſegining to 
wpbraide others with their faults, and boaſtingly to inſult 
oner thoſe which haue done amiſſe. 

But heere wee ſhould doethe Church of Rome 
iniurie to leaue her out, who indeed carrieth away 
the bell fromaliothers in this kinde of deceittull 
painting and colouring: vnder thename of Chriſts 
ſpouſe playing the filthy harlot ; vnder the title of 
the Church fighting againſt the Church ; vnder 
the colour of Religion, taking away the your of it, 
and ina word making the ſhew of godl.ne{/eto:- bee 
onely acloake of wickedneſſe. I would rather ſer-out 
this in Maſter Foxes words,then in mine ownehee 
hath ſo lively and in the right colours defcribed,or 
rather deformed this monſter; thus writing ofher, 
6 As in dodtrine, ſoin orderoft lite, and deepe by- 
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{ in,ſo that it comesnotforth into the outward act. 
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© pocrilie wasſhe corrupted,doing all things vnder 
©©pretences & diſlembled titles. Vnder thepretence 
© of Peters Chaire, they exerciſed a Maieſty abouc 
*Emperors & kings: vnder the viſour of their vowed 
* chaſtity mics adultery: vnder the cloak of pro- 
©«fefled poucrty,they poſſeſſed the goods of the te- 
*poralty:vnderthetitle of being dead tothe world, 
og 
« they not only raignedin the world, but alſo ruled ; 
* the world: vnder the color ofthe keyes ofheauen | 
*tohang vnderthcir girdle, they brought all the e- | 
* ſtares of the world vnder their girdle, & crept,not | 
< only intothe purſes of men, but alſo into their 
<« conſciences : they heard their confefſions , they 
©*new their ſecrets,they diſpenſed as they were dil- 
*poled,&looſed what them liſted. And ſo much for | 
the firſt deceitfull difſimulation of euill to be done. | 


Thus many there are, that poliriquely, by a ſmooth 
and cloſe carriage,ſmother , a preſſe in many of 
their vices, which if they ſhould break forth, might 
hinderthem in their deſignes or deſires, An exam- 
ple wehauein Haman ; who, though inwardly hee 
ſwelled with malice againſt Mordecate , becauſe of 
his ſtiffe knee and tour heart ; yer, as the Scripture 
ſayes, he refrained himſelfe ; he brake nor foorth into 
any diſtemper of words,bur crafcily concealed and 
confined his anger within the bounds of his owne | 
boſome, leaft otherwiſe the ſucceſle of his bloudy 


plot,already aſſented to by the King , might have 


| beene hindered; when as by this meanes,the groſle 
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| abuſc ofthe Kiog in his falſe ſuggeſtions againſt the 


' ewes, and feigned pretences of rhe publike good 
| would ſoone haue come to light , and that therrue 
' cauſe was but a matter of priuate ſplecne againſt 
Mordecaie. Thus many , whileſt they are in periti- 
on of ſome office , or in expeCtation of ſome profit 
or preferment, how witty, how wily are they inthe 
diſſcmbling of their greedy, griping, cruell, ambi- 
tious, auaritious, and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
which might make any rubbe in their way ? There 
arenot ſo many, nor ſo cunning deuiſes for the hi- 
ding of natural! infirmitiesoft the body (as the croo- 
kedneſſe of the legges, or backe,want of a tooth,or 
an eyc,orſuch like ) as inſuch caſes the deccittull 
heart will tinde out for the hiding of the wnnaturall 
deformitics of the ſoule. But let once their deſires be 
granted, then they fhew rthemſelues, then the wa- 
ters before ſtopt and damned vp, runne ouer, and 
rage furiouſlic. Hence it was that the Prophet well 
acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes,praies; Let 
not the wicked haue his deſire O Lord, performe not bis 
thouzht, leaſt he be proud. Why ? was he not proud 
before ? yes, in his very wiſhes he was proud, bur 
then pride was locked vp, and impriſoned ; now 
his deſire being ſatisfied, it wouid walke abroad 
and play reakes. The meaning then of the Pro- 
phet 1s, that the wicked , that before the obtaine- 
| mentof his purpoſe was proud inwardly , but yet 
| in policic repreſſed it, would now be proud out- 
wardly, and open the flood-gates, that the current 
might runne amaine. And ſurely ſoitis ofrentimes, 
that as Sauthid himſelfe in the ſtuffe , when he was 
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| were gone away, when as they lay hid vnder the 
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Saul,themſeclues,yet their filthy ſtuffe and baggage 


within ? And that with no leſſe ſubtill fleights, 


then once Rahe{hid the Idols, Rahab the ſpies. They 


will make euen thoſe,that do more narrowly marke 
them, belecue, that they haue diſcarded , and ſent | 
away packing thoſe corruptions, which yer lye fe- 
cretiy harboured in the cloſets of their hearts. As 
Rabab bore the lerichuntines in hand , the Ifraclites 


ſtalkes of Flaxe, vpon the roofe ofthe houſe. Such 
ftalkes of Flaxe, ſuch cloakes of ſhame , as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh , asic were the torne ragges and worne 
(hoes of thoſe guileful Gibeonites,haue all ſuch that 
walke craftily, ro hide their filthinefle from the cies 
of the world. In which regard the Scripture very 
ficly hath called them generations of Vipers:for as the 
Viper hath his teeth buried in his gummes, ſothat 


one would thinke it were a harmeleſle beaſt, and 
could not bite, ſo alſo haue theſe deceirfull hypo- 
crites their ſecret corners and conueyances, wherin 
they ſo cunningly couch their wickednes, that one 
wouldtake them of all others, to be the moſt inno- 
cent. To this appertaineth that ſimilitude of our 
Sauiour, Zak.1 1.44 Woe be to you Scribes and Phari- 
ſes, hypocrites, for yee are as graues which appeare not, 
and the men that walke ouer them perceine not. As the 
deepe graue hides the ſtincking carkaſe,and keepes 
in the ſtench from offending any mans ſme!l, that 
men walke 6uer them , and yet neuerpercciue the 
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tobe choſen King , ſo the wicked inthe like caſes, 
when they looke,citherby ele&ion,or other means, | 
to get this or that, very cloſly hide,though not with | 
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cuill| auour that is within: ſo the deepe and difſem- 


| bling hart of man is actining digger of ſuch graves, 


nay, it ſelfe,as it were, is a graue, wherein their rot- 
tennefle and corruption liesſo cloſely coucred,that 
hardly the ſharpeſtnoſes of ſuch as conuerſe with 
them ſhall be able to ſinellchem out. So powerfull 
is policie inthe wicked toreſtraine their corruption 
from ſcandalous eruption:more by farre ſometimes 
than is grace in ſome that are truely religious. For, 
look how 1/aack made ſhewofftrangeneſle with Re- 
becca his wife , when the knowledge of thatneere- 
nefſe might haue hazzarded. his life : ſo doe euill 
men couuterfeite akinde of ſtrangeneſſe,cuen with 
their beſt beloued ſinnes, where open familiaritie 
might be dangerous. But as 7/aack was at length di- 
couered, when Abimelech ſaw him ſporting with 
her: ſo theſe cloſe companions let them be heeded 
continually, but with ſomething more attentive an 
cyc,andit will be hard but ſometime or other wee 
ſhall take them napping: and ( as beggars fayning 
lameneſlſe, withour. their crutches ) without their 
veyles, cuen very familiarly ſporting themſelues 
with thoſe finnes, by the craftic forbcarance wher. 
of they formerly deceiued vs, 

The third deceit in di//imulation is, to diſſemble & 
conceale euill already done. The {trumpet , when 
ſhe hath caten /fo{ez bread,yer ſhe hath tuch a dex- 
zeriticin the wiping of herlippes ,that not the leaſt 
cramme ſhallhang on to bewray her, not the leaſt 
ſigne of her wantonnefſe ſhall appeare. And there- 
fore boldly ſhe ſayes, 7 have done no wickeaneſſe. And 


this ſhe carries ſo cloſely from the eye ofthe world, 
that 
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that Salomon ſhewes itto be as hard to finde it out, 
as thoſe things which are hardeſt; namely , as tbe 
w4) of an Eagletn the ayre, not to be ſeene atter once 
flowne away ; the way of a Serpent on 4 ſtone, gliding 
away without leauing any impreſſion of her body 
behinde, and afterward creeping into ſome hole of 
theearth; the way of « Ship in the Sea, ſwiftly carried 
away wirhthe windes; and laſtly, as the way of a man 
with amide, that is, a cloſe and chaſte virgin, thatis 
kept clole from the accefle of ſtrangers. Looke how 
bard itis for a man iudged vnworthy, to get an ho- 


neſt inodeft virgin, _ cloſe in her parents houſg, 
c 


(which is made no lefle difficult then to get a fly- 


ing Eagle) ſo hard it is to diſcouer a whore, "to con. | 
uince her of her wickedneſle. Thas is the way of an | 


«awltireſſe, that is, as hard to finde out as any of the 
foure fore-mentioned things. Her deceitfull heart is 
ſo fruirfull a hatcher of ſhifts and euaſions, And this 
is naturall to all the Sonnes of Adam, atter the ex- 
ample of their Father', when they haue doneeuill, 
preſently to runne into the thickets toſecke out co 
uerlets to hide their nakedneſſe. Sometimes by 
grofle and palpablelying , otherwhiles by cthenea- 
ter and finer kinde of lying; I meane that /oph:ſticall 
leſuiticall equinecation : aaricke the Divell their ma- 
ſer hathtaughrthem by his owneexample ; but ſo 
much the worſe in them then in him, torthat hee 
equiuocated to hide his ignerance of that which hee 
could not reueale : theſe equiuocate to hide their 
knowledge of that they can and oughtroreucale - 
for being ſomrtimespoſed with ſome queſtions con: 
cerning future euents, and not knowing well what 
C 3 to 
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to anſwere, and yet not willing toloſe his credit 
with his blinde worſhippers, either by ſilence or 
plaine ſpeech, he ſhaped his an{weres in fuch an am- 
biguous houering manner, that which way ſocucr 
the euent ſhould fall out, it could nor fall out amiſſe 
to his anſwere; becauſe being vpheld with this 
prop of Equiuocation , it would ſtand true cuen in 
contrary euents, Thus when in bis Prophets he was 
demanded by _hab concerning his going to warre 
againſt Ramorh Gilead, and the ſucceſle thereof, he 
anſ{wered,Goe, the Lord will deliney i; into the han *s of 
rhe King : Yea, but of what King, thou lying equi- 
uocating Spirit ? whether into the hands of the ad- 
werſary King to be ſubdued, or of it owne King to be 
reſcued and deliuered? This hee determines not, 
but ſpeaketh ſuſpencely and vncertainely ro gull 4- 
hab, and make him runne head-long vpon his owne 
deſtruQion. And yet here once againe, marke how 
the Diuels equiuocating isnot all-out ſo bad as the 
leſuites : for hee confeſſeth his equiuocating to bee 
plaine lying; 7 will gee, ſaith he, and bea ling ſpirit 
in the mouthes of the Prophets Hee was onely an 
cquiuocating ſpirit in their mouthes : for the words 


in ſome ſenſe , and as the Dizel might interprer 
them, might bee true, and yet hee graunts that his 
wordes, thoughneuerſo qualified with equiuoca- 
ting quirks, were no better thenlyes. But the leſu- 
ites , not hauing ſo much asthe Diuels ingenuity in 
them,ſticke nor to juſtifie their equiuocations as iuſt 
and lawfull. The wicked deceitfulneſſe whereof 
the Diuels praQtiſe, euen of it ſelfe alone, without 


his confeſhon, is ſufficient to diſcover : for (beſides 
the 
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the example already mentioned, and his daily pra- 
Riſe in his crooked Oracles among the heathen : ) 
Thus dealt he at the firſt with our firſt Parents, tel- 
ling them, that by eating the forbidden fruit , their 
eyes ſhould bee opened , and they ſhould bee as Gods, 
knowing good ard euill. Nowthe knowledge of cuill 
is two-told: 1. A pure and ſimple knowledge of it, 
init ſelfe. 1. A feeling and experimentall knowledge 
of ic in ourſelues. The Divell indeede meant onely 
this latter , poſſeſſing yer the mindes of Adm and 
Ere with an apprehenſion, and expeRation of the 
former,Mow it the Diuel ſhould haue been challen- 
ged for deceiuing,had not his defence beenereadie 
with this ſhicld of equiuocation; might he not haue 
ſaid, euen that which Moſes hauing reterence to this 
his ſpeach, ſpeaketh,ver/. 7. why ? arenot my words 
true? arenot your eyesnow opened to ſee your er- 
rour,which before youſaw not? doe not you know 
your ſelues to beenaked, and fo have not you that 
knowledge of euill which I promiſed, euen a know- 
ledge arifing out of your owne experience? and yet 
for all this, Paulforthisfa& cals him a coſener, and 
our Sauiour a murtherouslyer. This wont of his 
hee kept with Chriſt himſelte ; when ſhewing him 
onely the ſhadowes and imaginary repreſentations 
of things, he ſayde, AU theſe wi'l I gine thee. A 
great catch ſure, euen iuſt nothing. Thus alſo play- 
ed he with Saul, taking vpon himto fore-tell future 
events inthe hands of God, Tomorrow thou and thy 
ſonnes ſhall be with me hart is, (hall dye. How came 
the diuell to be of Gods counſel!, that he can (o cer- 
tainiy determinetheend of any mans daies, which 
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arenumbred with God? no, hee doth not define it 
certainely, bur ſpeakes darkely and deccirfully : for 
[ 10 morrow | doth not onely fignitie the day immed:- 
atcly following; bur allo, the time to come wndefinitely, 
and at large;as in that ofour Sauiour;Care net for to 
19770, and in that of God, When thy ſonne ſhall aske 
thee to morrow What is this ? that is, hereafter, inthe 
time rocomezand in that of the Poet, Seeke not what 
ſpall be to morrow , and 1 care onely for to day: who 
knowes tomorrow? Now indeede Saul did not dye 
the next day after this conterence, as will appeare 
tothe more diligent peruſer of the whole context 
of thar Hiſtory : yet Sathanſceing ſome likelyhoods 
of it,ventred ſo :0 ſpeake,as ifthenext day he ſhould 
hauc dyed; but with all, becauſe hee was not ſure of 
it, he ſo tempred his ſpeech with the ambiguitic of 
the word, to morrow, that his credit might be ſaued, 
though S4xu/had not dyed till a yeere after. Thus we 
ſce howthe Dinell, as he is the Father of lyes in gene- 
rall, ſo alſo of this more handſome and cleanly man- 
ner of lying, wherewith the deceitfull heart of man 
vierh rodiſlemble, and hide itſhame. Not but that 
ic aboundech with varietie of divers other ſuch 
like knacks and demiſes. For we ſec how Dad could 
gocabout to cloke his adultery : firſt, by ſending 
tor Yriab home, and then commaunding him to goe 
to his wife : ſecondly, when this tooke nor, by ma- 
king him drunke,thinking wine would perſwade him 
better then words : thirdly,whenneither this would 
fadge, by murtheringot him , and marrying of his 
wife. Butofall otherfetches, none to this of the «r- 


\tificiall lye, diſguiſed by equiuocation: all otherlyes 
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are the Divels brats , 79bn 8. 44. but this is his firit | 

borne; -and this is moſt inrequeſt with his Schol-| 

[ers at this day, and therefore wee hanethe longer 

inſiſted vpon it. And fo much for diſſinulation of | 

euill, | 
 Diſlemblingof gods, when wee conceale and}! , g;.,,q 
{moother that grace and conſcience which 1s in vs, 
being in ſich places and companies , where luch | 

chinges may bee preiudiciall vato vs Thus many | 
Proreftants, being inplaccs of Idolatrie,honourthe| 
Maſle with their preſence.” Thus many of the con- 
uerted Corinthians, ouer-taken with the humane | i.Cor.io 12: 
temptation, as Paul termerh it, that is, a tempration | i <rprered, 


. ' wy Sump 
_— from humane frailey;toomuch fearing men, | 5,7. 


{ 
| 


gratified their Jdolatrous acquaintance with their] 
preſence atthe Idolsfeafts. Ando by an outward 
ſhew of Idolatrie, they did hide that inward hatred | 
of [dolatry that the Lord had wrought in them. | 
Thus allo did Peter himſelfe , ouer-come with the | Gal. z, 
ſame temptation, Iudaize in the preſence of the | 
lewes, conforming himſelfe to their Ceremonies, 
| contrary to his owne, both knowledge, 475 10.15. 
28, and former praCtiſe, Gal. 2.12. Andthus ſome 
profeſſors being in the company of the prophane, 
will not ſticke to game, to guſle, and ſwcare with 
them : cuery way ſocarrying themſelues, that they 
ſcemeto care for nothing more in ſuch companies, 
then that their language may not bewray them to | 
be Gal:lzexns, or their countenance to bee ſuch as | Mat. 26. 
thoſe which are going vp to /eruſolem O my bro- | Luke 9 
ther, what a ſhame is this for thee;to-be aſhamed of 
that which is thy Crowne, thy glory? How _ | 
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thy art thou of the grace of God, who offereſt it, 
and ſo God bimſclfeſo vile an indignitie? If icbe a 
ſhame among men for a childe, though neuer fo 
much aduanced aboue his poore father , to bee a- 
(ſhamed of him inregard of his meaneſſe,what then 
for vs to be aſhamed of our heauenly Father, ſo full 
of glory and maicſtic? If it were a ſhame for Daxid 
to play the naturall toole, much more for a Chri- 
{tian to play the prophane foole, to make ſhew of 
wickedneſle. Surely yet of the two deceits, this is 
farre the worſe, to make men belecue wee are not 
religious when wee are, then contrarily. True in- 
deede; The lip of excellgxcie doth not become a fool: : it 
is naught when wicked men will be vſing gracious 
ſpeech, to ſeemereligious : but much leſſe doth lying 
beſceme a worthy man: It is farce worſe when good 
men will vſc the faſhionof che wicked. Forin the | 
diſſembling of vice,and fayning of godlines,though 
we doc hurt to our ſelues, yet wee may doe good to 
others by our example; cauſing them to doe that in 
truth, which our ſelues doe onely in hypocriſie. As 
ofrentimes ſtage plaiers,by fayned mourning, wring 
forth true teares out of the ſpeators eyes, But in 
thediſſembling of our grace, and making ſemblance 
of wickednes, as we hurt our owne, ſo allo the ſoules 
of many others, fleſhing and hardning themſclues 
in finne, by our example. 

But heere, haply, ſome will ſay, that it is impoſh- 
ble for any to faine himſelfe to bee wicked; foral- 
much as none can conterfeit wickednefſe by doing 
that which is good: and heethat doth that which 
is euill, is no counterfeir, but a wicked man indeed. 
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 feſſor weares long hayre, he doth euill, bur yer hee 
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themſelues, which yet have an appearance of cuill, 
by the doing whereof a man may faine wickedneſle. 


| 


Anſw.1. There are many indifferent a&tions in | 


Mi... 


i Thel:5.22, 


2, In many cuill ations there isa two-fold euill, | 
Firſt, the euill it ſelfe that is done : Secondly, the | 
euill that js ſignified by that which is done. Asin| 
Joſephs ſwearing by the life of Pharaoh, in Peters lu- | 
daizing, in /ehoſhaphats ioyning with 4hab in affini- | 
tie, and ſociety of warre : beſides the euill of the 
actions themſclues, there is a further euill ſignified) 
namely, that 7#ſeph is as prophane as the «&g/ptiazs, 
ehoſhaphat as idoJatrous as Ahab, Peter as (uperſtiti- 
ous as any of the lewes. Now, howſecuer they that | 
doe euill are indeed cvill in regard of the firſt kinde | 
of euill,yct not in regard of the ſecond. VVhen a pro-| 


isnoteuill in that kinde of wickednefle, which this 
aQionſeemes to import. For to weare long hayre 
is commonly a badge of a royſter, orruffan, yet | 
the profeſſor is not ſuch a one indeede. And there- 
fore he makes ſhew of thar euill to be in him, which 
indeed is not. For, as a man may belye himſelfe in 
words, as hee that told Daxid hee had flaine Sas, 
when indeede hee hadnot 3 fo alſo in his deedes, 
which alſo haue theirlanguage. And thisis, when| 
wee doc ſomeleſſereuill, chat carries with it a foule | 
note, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a greater euill, of the 
which yet we are innocent. If 79/eph with his mouth 
ſhould have ſaid, I carefor the true God as little as! 
the «Lgiptians, who ſeeth not, but that hee ſhould 
haue fayned that wickedneſle to bee in himſelfe, 
which in truth was not? Now, by ſwearing by oy 
raohs 
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r40h: life, in effe& hee ſaid as much. 

Theſe be the deceits of Diſsimulation : The deceit 
of Simalation is ſpecially that , whereby men make 
(hew of thatgrace and godlineſſe which either they 
hauenot ar all, or elſe not in that meaſure they 
make ſhew of, being ſpecially [wayed with the (ini- 
{ter reſpe&s of gaine and glory. To make ſhew of 
more gracethen indeed is, may bee incident tothe 
godly: but to make ſhew ofgrace when there is not 
any at all , nonot ſo much as the lealt liking of it, 
this is peculiar to the wicked. VVith whomethar 


miſchieuous Machiauil:an precept ſo much preuay- 
leth; That vertue it ſelfe ſhould net be ſought after, but | 
onely th: appearance; becanſe the credit is a helpe the w/e | 
4 cxmber. Wherefore as Iakob, to get 1/acks blefling, 
put on Eſcues cloathes ; ſo doe rhele hypocrites , to 
get the bleſſing and praiſe of men, in outward ha- 
bite apparrell themſelves like Chriſtians. And as 
lakob thereby deceiued J/ack , fo doe theſe often» 
times, the moſt indicious Chriſtians; like as the | 
hege-tree with her leaues deceiued Chriſt, and as 


the empty boxes in Apothecaries ſhops, with their 
| faire titles written vpon them, deceiue the igno- 
| rant commers in. Though their hearts be baſe, and 
vile earthen pots, yetthey muſt bee ouer-laid with 
the filuer drofle of glozing, and glorious wordes. 
Thus hypocrites ſpeake not ont of , but contrary to 
the abundance of their hearts. When their lips, 
like good mens, ſcatter knowledge, their hearrs at- 
che ſame time, naughtineſſe. They know them. 
ſelues to haue Lions fe'th and yer womens haire muſt 


on ; to bee wolves, andyet the ſheepes cloathing muſt 
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on,to be drazons, and yetthe lambes hornes muſt on; 


lettered, and vnnurtered ruſtickes wore the rough 
garment of the Prophets ;namely, #9 aeceiue. Some 
Painters haue had ſuch a gift in the lively exprel 
ſing of the formes of Birds and other Beaſts, thar 


taking them for their mates.Bur the hypocrire puts 
downe the Painter : for by his glozing and gliſte- 


ring ſhewes,in all outward workes hee doth fo per- 


fectly reſemble the true Chriſtian , that hee decei- 
ueth not, as the Painter,filly Birds , but reaſonable 
men; yea, learned and experienced Chriſtians, 
Whence it commeth to paſſe , that as the Horſe 
neighed at the piEture of a Horſe,as if it had beena 
true horfe,and as the Calte in theEpigramme,went 
to ſuck the teates of a painted Cowe; euen ſo fome- 
timethe wiſeſt Chriſtians, alike decciued with the 
counterfeits, imbrace and entertaine them as their 
fellowes,thinking to ſucke ſome ſweetneſle of grace 
out of them: for as the &eyprian Iuglars outward- 
ly repreſented Moſes miracles,and ſo deceined Pha- 
raob : ſodoe hypocrites the piety and zeale of Chri- 
ſtians, and thereby bleare the eyes of the godly. 
Nay,oftentimes, as falſe gold in gliſtering goes be- 
yond true;, and once therr hired Mourners in 1a- 
mentation , beyond the. deceaſed parties owne 
friends, and fawning flatterers in outward com- 
plements of friend(hip , beyond true friends them- 
ſelues;ſo may hypocrites in ourward workes ſeeme 
to carry it away from the ſoundeſt Chriftians, Hy- 
pocriſic though it be but the Ape of Chriſtianity, 


and 


and that as once among the Iewes many rude vn- | 


true Birds and liuing Beaſts haue been deceijucd in- 
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and propoundeth it onely for outward imitation z 
yet here,for all that the imitation exceedeth in ſome 
points the /ample,thepicFure,thepatterne.ls the true 
Chriſtian hot 1n prayerthe will ſweat: Is he ſomething 
more ſorrowfull? he will weepe and blubber. In prea- 
ching cryes he ? he will 72are, In hearing doth he bur 
lift vp his hand? hee willlift vp his voyce. Doth he 
but /72h ſoftly ? he will crie out 4 maine, Doth he run? 
he will ga49p.Doth the true-hearted Publicane looke 
with his eyes on the ground ? the hypocriticall 
ewes will hang downetheir heads like Bul-ruſhes, 
when yettheir hearts ſtand vpright enough. Doth 
T imothy weaken his conſtitution by abtftinence? 


the Phariſee will neuer giue ouer till his complexi- | 


on be wholy withered and wanzed. Doth Paul 
corrett his body with milder correCtion ; as it were 
a blow on the checke ? the 7eſuite will martyr his 
ſides with his ſeuererdiſcipline of Scorpions : whi- 
cher will not pride and vaine-glory ſpur on the by- 
poctite? Gods glory carries the ſincere Chriſtianno 
further then to martyrdome. There is the higheſt 
pitch ofoutward workes, performeable by a Chri- 
ftian, and yet vaine-glorydriues the hypocrite thi- 
ther alſo. As Saint Auſtennotably ſhewes, writing 
vpon thoſe words of the Pſ/almiſt ; Thou knoweſt the 
{ecrets of the heart : That for thy ſake we are flaine con- 
<< z:aually. What meanes this (faith the learned Fa- 

« ter) he knowerh the ſecrets of our hearrs ? what 

© be theſe ſecrets ? Surely theſe , that for thy ſake 

« wee are flaine all the daylong. Thou and I may 

i*ſee a manto be ſlaine : but why hee is ſlaine thou 


* canſt not tell. This God knowes : it is hidden 
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So farre_Muſtes. Whereby it may eaſily appeare 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
* from vs, zuen inthe very Catholique Church : 
*Thinke yee thece nener were any Catholiques, or 
**thatnow there may not bee ſome, that would 
© ſuffer onely tor the praiſe of men ? If there were 
* not ſuch kinde of men, the Apoſtle would nor 
« haueſaid, ThoughlT giue my body to be burned, 
& and haue not charitie, I am nothing. There may 
be ſome therefore that may doethis, rather in the 
vanity of boaſting, then in the ſincerity of loue. 


how ſtrange are the feates and faynings of mans 
deceitfull heart, Iugglers deluſions are more caſi- 
lic cſpiable then theſe of a falſe and fayning heart. 
Hence it is that in Scripture hypocrifie is compa- 
red to leeuen,which our ejes cannot diſtinguiſh from 
dowe by the colour; but onely our palare by the zft. 
Our hands are more competent iudges for theſe de- 
ceiuers, then our cares 3 which will fone bee be- 
witched with their godly, and glorious words. But 
letvs begin re handle them bur a little,and preſent- 


ly weſhallfeele ſuch aroughnes, ſuch a thornines, 
that wee may truely ſay, T he voyce of 1aceb ; but the | 
hands of Eſau. | 

And thus much briefly for the firſt branch of this | 
doEtine of the hearts deceitfulnefle. The vie wher- 
of is too-fold. 

Firſt, to teach vs wiſedome and warineſle in gi- 
uing entertainment in our hearts tv others ; that 
wee doe not preſently ſer open the doores to let in 
all. No, though they beeſuch as come commen- 


ded vnto vs,with all the grace that outward ſhowes 
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canlend them. Otherwiſe, if we be negligent here- | 
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32 The deceutfulneſſe of mans heart, | 


in,as once the Patriarkes by their readineſſe to hol. 
pitalitic, inſtead ofmen receiued holy Angells; fo 
we contrarily,by our readineſle to beleeue,making 
our hearts common Innes for euery one to lodge 
in,in ſtead ofholy Angells,may quickly receiue the 
foule and filthy Fiends : for falle Prophets them- 
ſclues, as Chriſt tels vs, come i» ſheepes clothing, and 
ſo the Diuell himſelfe tranfigured into an Angell of 
lizht,How humbly did thoſe captains preſentthem- 
Ter, 43, ſelues before 7eremy,defiring his praier,his counſel, | 
and promiſing obedience ? and yet they had reſol. 
| ued before-hand what todo,and did but diſſemble 
in their hearts, in their ſo religious a ſhew of com- | 
ming tothe Prophet. How eafily may good Jere- 
ww, decciued with ſuch faire ſhowes ?In the A- 
poſtles times did notthe falſe Seducers, which ſer- 
__ % 13. | acd not the Lord ſis, buttheir owne bellies, yet 
Colol.3, with faire and flattering ſpeech deceiue the hearts 
| of the ſimple, and make marchandiſe of their ſoules? 
Did they not make great ſhewes of more then ordi- 
nary humilitic and mortification?or what auſterity 
' is there among the Papilts,or what zeale in wooing 
and winning of Profclites, with which that of the 
' Phariſees may not compare ? Try wee then the 
' Spirits before wee truſt them : for though men may 
| compoſe their facesand faſhions to ncuer fo great 
 ſhowes of pictie, yet for all that ſeven abominations| | 
| may lye couched in their deceirfull hearts: And 


—_ 


; therefore when our Sauiour tels vs , that by *hcir 
Math. 7. 16. | /7uir, we ſhall kxow falſe Prophets, hee meancth not 
nterpreie®. | ſo much the fruits of their lives , which in outward 
appearance,& inthe iudgement of men, may be as 
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* Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


good, as the true Prophets; (for they come in ſheeps 
cloathing,) as of their doAtrine : That we muſt heed 
ſpecially, rryingit by the word, and not be carryed 
away with the pompous oftencation, eycher of their 
words or works, 

So alſo among our ſelues, wee muſt not preſently 
reach foorth the right hand of tellowſhipto cuery 
one that beginneth to cry, Lord, Lord; but firſt wee 
muſt weigh them in the ballance of the Sanctuary, 
roſce whether they be currant mettall or no. 7ehues 
queſtion is fit for all good Chriſtians ropropound to 
ſuch as Zehn was, before they admitthem into their 
ſocietie, 1s thy heart upright? as Chriſt would not 
truſt ſome that ſeemed co truſt him, becauſe he knew 
them well enough ; ſoneither ſhould wee, becauſe 
wee doe not know them. See how ſ{crupvlous the 
Chriſtians were at firſt, roreceiue Saint Pas/ into 
their company, which was not ſo much deinty nice- 
neſſe as iuſt cantelonſneſſeqaheretothe deceitfulneſle 
of mans heart doth neceffarily vrge vs.It is not good 
indeed to wrong any man with groundleſſe ſuſpiticns, 
ſo neither is it good to wrong our ſelues with over 
eafie cre4ulitie, The {ame ſpirit that ſaith Charitie be- 
leentth all things , ſaith allo, that a foole beleewerh al! 
things. And charitieis nofoole: as itisnot eaſily ſu 
ſpicious, ſo neither lghtly credulous. 

Secondly, we mult all take notice of this corrup- 
tion of our hearts, whereby we are ready todeceiue 
our brethren what by feigning , what by di//em- 
bling. As Saint 7ohy ſpeaketh of finne in generall, ſo 
Lof thisparticular; It wee ſay we haue nodeceirful- 
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ready to take notice of this in others, and wee may 
heare foule mouthed perſons caſting the aſperſion 
of hypocriſie vponluch as deſerveit tarrelefſe then 
themſelues. For theſe carnall and loſe Goſpellers , 
they, ofall others, are the groſſeſt hypocrites , that 
in their outward profeſhon they make in the pub- 
lique worſhip of God, haue a forme of godlineſſe, bur 
indeed haue denied the power thereof, being reprobate 
to every good worke, that by making covenant with 
God in ſacrifice,ſeeme to be Saints, yer by breaking 
couenant in their {landers, thefts, adulcerics, ſhew 
themſelues to be Diuels: and therefore as the Di- 
uell in the Goſpell was commanded ſilence , when 
he began to take thename of Jeſus into his mouth , 
ſo alſo theſe, What haſt thou to doe to take my nams in- 
tothy month, ec. And yet theſe hypocrites,that can 
not ſcethe huge beame of hypocriſie in their owne 
eyc, muſt needs berampring with the little mote 
in their brethrens. O rhat once wee could learneto 
leaue this prying into others, and turne our eyes vp- 
on our ſclues; forthe Prophet here ſaith , The heart 
not of this kinde of men,or that,but in generall cha- 
lenging vs all, T he heart & deceitful. Either then de- 
ny thy ſelfe to bee a man, or confeſſe thy deceirful- 
neſſe. And indeede whoſe heart is there that can 
plead guiltleſſe? who can with good conſcience be- 
fore Gods tribunall ſay , I am not ſowred with this 
leauen ? Nay, how true is Sa/omons complaint, Every 
man boaſteth of bis owne goodnes, but who ſhall fide 
4 faithfull man? as in thatone particular of liberality, 
ſoin the generall of Chriſtianitic, thatperformeth 
full out as much in workes, as he maketh ſhew of in 
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The decertfulneſſe of mans heart 


words : Such a one is a blacke ſwan, an odde man, 
ſcarce one of a thouſand, to be wondred at with our 
Sauiours Ecce, Bebold 4 true 1[raclite,c5c. How ma- 
ny couers and curtaines hath euery ones heart 
d:awne before ir to hide itſelte? The eyes,the fore- 
head, the countenance lyeoften , the tongue how 
often? who canſay of all chat euer he hath written, 
that of S. Paul his Epiſtles to the Corinth : We write 
no other things then theſe you read? that is,that which 
you read written, is indeede written, as well in our 
hearts, asinthis paper; and fo of his ſpeeches, and 
conntenance; I ſpeake no other thinges then thoſe 
you heare, I haueno other face then that you ſee - 
which as the painted trumpet canuot ſay,ſoneither 
canthe guiletull diſſembler, that painteth ouer his 
malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, 
and ſweet ſmilings, and ſuch like ſemblance of faire 
and louely lookes. Ranſacke we therefore our owne 
hearts, and finding any of the vizours of deceitful- 
neſſe, let vs take them off by repentance. This is the 
beſt vncaſing of the hypocrite 3 namely, when hee 
ſhall vacaſe himſelfe : not when God ſhall vncaſe 
him by iudging him; but when he ſhall vncaſe him- 
ſelfe by iudging and humbling himſelfe : nor when 
God (hall doc it by condemnation, but himſelfe by re- 
formition: not when God ſhall waſh out thy pain- 
tings with the daſhing rempeſts of his iudgement, 
but when thy ſelfe ſhalt waſh them our with the 
ſweet dew of thy repenting and weeping eyes, be- 
ing angry with thy ſelfe for former deceit, and 
now turning ſhowes into ſubſtance, ſhadowes into 
truch,a double heart and clouen tongue, into a heart 


—_— 


A——H 


D 2 0 


| 


—— — 


#4 
x 


Tohn 1, 


Multis enim fi« 
mulatjenm mn. 
wolucris tegitur, 
& quaſe villis 
quibuſdam ob. 
tenditur vniuſ- 
eninſq; nature, 
frens,oca/l outs 
tus perſepe m7- 
truntur, oratio 
vero ſepiſſome, 
Tul, ad q. fra. 
trem, 
2.Cor-1.13. 
interpreted, 


The beſt vn. 
caſing of the 
hypocrite is 
when he vn- 
caſes himſelfe 
and {o rre- 
ucnts Gods 
vncahing, 


VW—— 
he 


+ 8 


_ En CO In 


eps —_— 


36 


Opple w!t om1i4 


| 201 (ims/.acbr 


nec Imitam? *, 
ſed luttu atq it 
laments v©164 

. *# 
Gy ſpirant iis 
Aul.Gel.NoCt 
Atuc h.7.c.5- 


[taque (um 421 
fabula vTidere- 
tur, dol-r 1GH- 
$4144 ef}, 


— 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. b 


of (implicitie,and lips of finceritic. Pol5 an ator on 
the Stage in the repreſentation-of griefe, remem- 
bring the death of his owne ſonne, fell from his per- 
ſonare fained mourning to weeping in good earneſt, 
and to cry out amaineinthe bitterneſle of his ſpirit: 
ſo (houldeftthou, who hitherto, as an ator on the 
Stage, onely to pleaſe men,haſt made ſemblance of 
repentance, fall from thy fictions to repent ſcrioul- 


þ 


ly and in good ſadneſle. But alas, how many of vs 
doe quite contrary to that of Polws ? for he per- 
formed the truth of that, whereof onely the /m1:tari- 
on and reſemblance was expeQed; we only the ſem: 
blance of that, whereof the very 7r«th it ſelfe is ex- 
peed. He wept indeed, when he was thought one- 
ly to counterfeit: we counterfeit grief,when we are, 
atleaſt would be thought to gricue indeede. But ir 
(halbe beſt for vs roimicate him, andin the middeſt 
of our hiſtrionicall and hypoeriticall repentance, to 
rurneto the true praftiſe of repentance,plucking off 
the vizours, and makingour owne faces as faire as 
our vizours. Itis fearefull which ſometimes is repor- 
ted to haue fallenout, when among a company of 
counterfeit Divels on the Stage,the true Diuel ſhal 
come in,and chaſe away theſe fained : but itis com- 
fortable, when among the company of many pain- 
ted and gilded faces, the truth of graceit ſelfe at 


length commeth, cauſing all thoſe ſhowes to goc 


away, as the body the ſhadow. 

Thus, if thine owne hand ſhall vnmaske thee, it 
(hall befor thy credit and comfort ; if not, but thou 
wilt rather ſtay till Gods hand come to vnmacke | 
thee, (for certainely euery hypocrite muſt be vn- | 

masked 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


masked eyther by God or himſelfe ; O happy hee 
that by doing it himſelfe, can ſaue both God a la-; 
bour,and himſelfepaine!Thou ſhalt find how feare- 
full a thing it is to fall into the hands of God, which 
ſhall plucke thy maske from thy face, and thy head 
from thy body, both at once ; he will vnuizour and 
vncolour thee thoucoloured hypocrite,he will ſtrike 


thee thou painted wall,tothy ſhame and confuſion; 
it may bee in this life, by giuing thec ouer into the 
hands of Sathan, and the power of his remprations. 
that thou ſtouldeſt fal into Apoſtacie, and with 
Demas, imbrace the preſent world, For ſuch as pro 
felle onely in hypocrifie, and together with their 
outward profefſion of the truth, receiue not inward- 
ly theloue of the truth, vnto ſuch the Lord ſhall 
ſend the efficacie of errour , that they ſhould beleene 
lyes. Bur if, in this life, God thus dete& not thine 
aſſes eares vader thy Lyons skinne, aſſuredly hee will 
doe it throughly in the life to come, at the laſt 
day, when hee ſhall ſtrip thee ſtarke naked of all 


thy cloakes of craftineſſe, wherewith thou veiledſt 
thy ſhame here, and preſent thee before 
that generall aſſembly, as it 
were on the Stage, alaugh- 
ing ſtocke to Men and 
Angels. . 
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The decertfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Cray. III, 


Of the deceit whereby wet indge our ſelues not to bee 
ſo euill, as inaecd weare. 


\ A JE haue briefly runne ouer the former part 
of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, whereby ir de. 
ceiueth others, not it ſelfe, with the ſcucrall parcels 


| thereof : now we come tothe ſecond part of deceit- 


fulneſlc, and that farre more deepe and dangerous 
thenthe former ; namely, that which we may call 
ſeife-deceit,wherby we deceiuc euen ovr ſelues,tome- 
times together with, ſometimes againe without de- 
cciuing others beſides. 

This deceitfulnceſſe may be conſidered cither in 
the minde or affe&tions #oyntly together, or in the af- 
fetions ſeparately, and by themſelnes. 

The former deceicfulnefle ſhewes it ſelfe ſpecial- 
ly in foure things: 1. in iwdging: 2. in perſwading:3. in 
promiſing : 4. inprattiſing. Forthe firſt, which 1s in 
zad;ing, though it may ſceme that judgement be- 
ongs properly tothe minde, yet becauſe here the 
affections inrerpoſe themſclues, and the erroneous 
tudgement ofthe minde commonly receineth it tin- 
ure from the affeQions, I dee therefore equally in- 
tereſt both the minde and affettions in this firſt de- 
ceit, Now the deceit of the heart in judging, is cy- 
therin judging of our perſons, or of our acFions, 

In iudging of our perſons there are ſpecially three 
deceits;whereof the firft is, when we thinke, through 
pride and ignorance, that weeare not ſo bad, as in 
| truth | 
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truth we are. And this deceit is not onely in regard 
ofthat wee iudge of our ſclues for the time preſenr, 
bur alſo 2, and tO come. 

For thetime preſe»t, how many are there groſe- 
ly tainted with many horrible ſinnes, which yer in 
no caſe they will he broughe to ſee or acknowledge, 
nay, ſo far are they blinded through /e/fe-lone , and 


with any that ſhall offer ro lay ſuch matcers to their 
charge. The Phariſec cackles and crakes in the Gof- 
pell, thathec isnotwninſt, nor an extertioner, hee 
thought himſelfe free enough from thoſe finnes, and 
yet our Sauiour, who could not bedeceiued, faſte- 
neth this impuration vpon that whole Tribe, that 
howſoeuer the ourſide ofthe cup and platter were 
very exquiſitely mundified , yetthe inſide was ful! 
of rauenings and wickedneſſe. W herevpon hee exhor- 
teth them by Almes to make cleane thoſe diſhes 
which cuen ſwimmed with bloud, in regard the 
meates in them were gotren by ecuill meanes, as by 
devouring of widdowes houſes through colour of 
long prayers 3 by teaching children cuen toRtarue 
their owne parentsto offer to the Altar, that is in- 
deede, to their paunches and purſes. Was not this 
vniuſtice and cxtortion? and yet becauſe it was 
ſomerhing morecleanely carried, and nor fo groſle, 
and apparant as that of the Public:nes, or commen 


theeues, therefore he blefleth himſelfe in a ſuppoled 
freedome from that ſinne, and triumpheth, ſaying, / 
am no extertioner, no vninſt perſon: Nay,our of thine 
owne mouth ſhalt thou bee iudged,thou deceittull} 
Phariſee : That ſhall caſt thee, for when after thov| 
D 4 ſayeſt 
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layſt, nor 45 this publican;; isnot this ſhamefull iniu- 
{tice for thee t01udge another mans ſeruant, that ftan- 
deth or fallethto bis owne Mefter * And when atter- 
' wardthouglorieſt inthine owne vercues, of faſting 
and paying of tythes, as though by theſe things thou 
hadit deſerued to bee kept by God, from breaking 
out into the ſcandals of adultery and extortion, 
art not thou an extortioner in the higheſt degree, 
that goeſt about to extort and wring trom G O D 
himſclfe his moſt pretious treaſure, his glory, which 
hee will not giue roanother ? Thus many, with the 
Phariſce, thinke themſeJues innocent enough of 
thefr,and ſuch like crimes, and will wiſh they could 
no more bee touched with other {innes , when in- 
deede they haue their hands very deepe in rhelſe 
tranſgreſtons ; vſually robbing their brethren of 
their good name, which being aboue (iluer & gold, 
the theft thereof multnecdes, proportionably, be a- 
boue the theft of {1luer and gold, which is puniſhed 
with chegallowes 3 nay,robbing God himlelfe of 
his worihip; of his Sabbaoth, the time, and of his 
Tithes, the props of his worſhip. What a mokery is 
it then for thee to talke of paying man his dues, 
when thou denyeſt God hiz? Or is it theftte rob 
thy fellow ſubie& , and not to rob thy King , and 
Soueraigne? So againe, we may heare others purge 
themſclues of couetouſnefle, as though they were 
not at all giuenthat way , onely vpon chis ground, 
becauſe they are no miching and ſcraping nig- 
gards, but rather waſtfull and riotous prodigals, 
Not conlidering that their prodigality cannot bee 
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then God hath alotted, and that by vngodly ard 
vniuſt practiſes. . So others free themſelues of pride, 
onely becauſe they excced not in their apparell, as 
others, when yer inwardly they arc {wollen with | 
ſelfe-conceit, and no men thinke berter of them- 
ſelues, then they doe. Our ruffling and ſwaſhing 
cutters, with whume a word and a blaw, a lje and a 


flabbe,thinke themſclues of an heroical ſpirit, and in | 


| 


powerful! operation of chem, byreafon of Gods re- 


ceth by a word that fignifieth infirmrie, and loſ/e of 


no hand would indure the imputation of Puſilluni- | 
nitie, of baſeneſſe of minde and cowardize. Yet 
the truth is, they are moſt baſe, and vile cowards, 
flauiſhly yeelding to their owne vile affe&ions, 
which to ouercome,and by repentance to be reuen- 
ged of, isafarre greater argument of a noble and 
generous ſpirit, then to purſue ſo egerly the revenge 
of eyrry- petty iniury, which the Apoſtle diſgra- 


viffory. It it were true valour, why ſhould not 
they bee as hazardous of their cſtares and liues, for 
Chriſts ſake and the Goſpell, when occaſion re- 
quires? Burthennonelo faint-hearted and daſtard- 
ly as they. Infinite were it to follow all the. payti- 
cularities, whereby this deceit might be exempli- 
fied. Of all others this is the moſt generall branch 
thereot, when men thinke they haue not ſuch and 
ſuch corruptions, becauſe they feele not the 


ſtraining hand. Many naturall men there are 
whom God neuerrenewed by his grace, in whom 
yethee ſomoderateth and bridleth many corrup- 
tions, 4s pride, luſt, cruelty, &c. rhat they breake 


not forth. Henee ſuch men deccitfully imagine 
that 
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chat they are framedof ſome purer molde, and are 
of a better nature and diſpolition, free altogether 


from ſuch corruptions, becauſe free fromthe annoy- 


ance of them, As though a Lyon were no Lyon, 
when fettered that hee cannot ramwpe ; ora Theefe 
no theefe,when manacled that he cannot ſteale; or 
the ſtone no ſtone, when ſo bedded in the bladder 
cthatit cannor greatly vexe. Leaſt therefore we de- 
ceive our ſelues in this poynt, it ſtandeth vs in hand 
diligently ro examine whether the ref and ſilence of 
our corruption be from the reffraining, or the renew- 
ing ſpirit, from the grace of God ſuppreſ5ing it, or op- 
preſsing it, from want of a minde diſpoſed, or of an oc- 
ca/zon to bee propoſed for the drawing forth of thc 
corruption ? 

As thus wee are deceiued in iudging of ourſelnes 
torthe time preſent, ſo alſopaſt, and tocome : forthe 
time peſt, wehaue an examplein the Phariſers, that 
ſaid , if they had lined inthe dayes of their Fathers, 
they would not haue murthered the Prophets, when 
yet their bloudy perſecution of Chriſt, that taught 
no other doftrine then that which the Prophets of 
old had done, might ſufficiently diſcouer the deceit- 
{ulneſſe of their hearts in this kinde. Thus what wic- 
ked miſcreant is there, that will notbe ready tocry 
out yponthe high Prieſts,the Iewes,and trecherous 
Iudgs, with the reſt, that bad their hands in Chrifts 
bloud ;and as for them, if they had then liued, they 
would haue taken Chri/ts part againſt the /ewes, and 
ſo Hooper and Bradfords part againſt Benner and 


Gardener? A likely matter, they now make ſo much | 
| of thoſe in whom the picrie and zeale of choſe holy | 


martyres 
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martyres is reuiued. Aſſuredly, he that now vnder 
the Goſpell, ſheweth a ſpitefull and malicious mind 
toa good and holy Chriſtian, well may hee deceiue 
himſelfe, hee ſhall never deceine mee fo farre, as to 
make me thinke otherwiſe, then that if he had liued 
in holy Hoopers dayes, he would hane becne ready, 
with the forwardeſt, to haue carried a taggorro his 
{take;yea,it he had lined in Chriſts dayes, he would 
haue beene ready to haue driuen inthe firſt nayle 
into hi: body. Certainly, an Herod and Hirodizs to 
Tobn Baptiſt,would haue beene an 4hab and 1e=2hel 
to Elias. And yet Imake no queſtion, but it one had 
asked eyther Herod or Herodias what they thought 
of Ababs and lexabels dealing roward Elias, and 
what they would haue done in hike caſe, I doubt noc 
| ſay, but they would haue condemned them tothe 
very pit of hell, and made many goodly proteſtati- 
ons, that if they had then liued, they would haue 
donefarre otherwiſe : But in aſmuch as they did the 
ſame things to anew Elias, the Beptiſt, that came 7 
the ſpirit and power of Elias * it was thereby euident 
what they would haue done to the olde Elr2s. 

Laſtly,wedeceiue our ſeluesin regard of the time 


to come,when we willnot take that notice of our cor- 


ruption,astothinke we are in danger offalling here- 
after into thoſe groſle and ſcandalous linnes which 
hicherto we haue auoyded:thus many will nor ſticke 
'Threſonically to boaſt, thatif Popery and perſecution 
ofthe truth ſhould againe reenter . yet they would 
never ſhrinke.Bur a natable example for this purpoſe 
is that of Peter, who had ſo opencd his caresto the 


_ of his owne deccitfull and lying heart , that 
F hee 


43 


2. Il ocome, 


= CESS 


4 2 King 3.13, 
l 


Luke 21:34- 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 
hee could not belecue Chriſt himſelfe , the God of 
truth, forewarning him of his three-fold denyall; he 
could not be per{waded there was fo much wicked- 
nes in his heart. So Hazel, when the Prophet tolde 
him he ſhould cruelly rip vp the women with childe, 
and daſhtheir childre againſt the ſtones, as thinking 
better of himſelfe, then that euer he ſhould breake 
forth into ſuch outrage, anſwered,not without ſome 
indignation, hat am 1a DogfYea, thatthou art Ha- 
zael;& ſonaturally are all the ſons of Adam, in their 
vicious.qualities worfethen dogs, beares,tigers. And 
thus,if our own hearts deceiue vsnot,ſhall we judge 
of our ſclues, that there is no {inne ſo odious vnto 
which of our ſelues we arenot ſufficiently inclinablc. 
For original ſinne,in which we arc all bred & borne, 
containeth in it ſelfe the ſeeds of all ſinnes,that feare- 
full fin againſt the holy Ghoſt it ſelfe not excepred. 
And therefore by reaſon of this ſo corrupt & rotten 
a nature,we haue a diſpoſition,cuen the beſt of vs,to 
the vileſt and moſt loathſome {ins. One would haue 
chought that the Diſciples in regard of their educa- 
ton and nurture, both-vnder their Parents, in honeſt 


and frugall crades, and vnder our Saw/our,in holy and 
 ſpirituall learning, ſhould haue bin far enough from 
[urfeiting and drunkennes, the ſins of ſwageerers,and 
not of ſober, ciuill men, much leſle godly & zealous 
miniſters. And yet vntothem our- Sawoyr addref- 
ſeth this admonitiong T ake heede vn's your ſelnes that 
your hearts bee not made heanie with ſurfetting ana 
drunkenneſſe.For they had in them the common poi- 
ſon ofnature,8 ſo were obnoxious euen to the moſt 
ſhamefull and reproachfulleuils. And -yet for all 
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| this, whoſe heart is there free'from this deceit o! 
thinking himſelfe free enough, and far enough from 
many ſpecially hatefull and ignominious ſinnes, as 
murther, thefr,adulrery,periury,apoſtacy,and ſuck 
like? Would not David (thinke we) as well as Perez, 
admoniſhed of his future denial,haue made ſtrange! 
of it. if it had beenertold him before haad ,thouthalr 
defile Bathſheba,murther#riah? Would he not haue | 
anſwered with Hezael, What am [4 Dozee? This de- 
ceitis exceeding dangerous, and therefore take we 
heed of it. For hence is ir, that men oftentimes, as 
it ſcemeth of milde and gentle natures, breake forth 
into great rage,cuen vnto mutther; and againe men 
of chaſte behauiour into filthy and brucih vnclean- 
neſſe : whenceis this Iſay, but from this deceirful- | 
nefſe of our hearts, wherby we perſwade our (clues, | 
that our nature is not ſo far venomed thatit ſhould 
be likely to bring forth ſuch peſtilent euils? and ther- 
fore growing ſecure, and remicting of our watchful. 


{ nefle, we are the more calily ouerthrowne. Indeed, 


ſome finnes there are to-which wee are not ſo much 
tempted, as others (as Zather ſaid of himſelfe, that 
 heneuer felr himſeife tempred to couetouſnes +) yet 
there isno ſin, but we may both be rempred to, and 
through tempration fall into, if Gods vnderprop- 
ping hand withdraw itfelfe: as the Apof/-norably 
| teacherh,exhorting to moderation towards our bre 
thren fallen enen into fouler fins, vpon this ground, 
Conſidering thy ſelfe that thou maift be tempted , euen 
with a powerfull and prevailing temprarion , to tall 
into thy brothers fin. The vie then of this point is, 
to take heede of this deceit , and knowing our ſelues 
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what wee are, to tremble and to feare cucn thoſe 
finnes, which wee leaſt ſuſpe&, and whereto we 
tindenot our ſelues ſo pronely Carried, as toothers, 
Ve would be loath to truſt a Beare or Wolfe, or a- 
ny ſuch like beaſt though by culture and manu- 
rance in their youth their inborne fierceneſle bee 
ſomething mittigared : Still their naturall diſpoſiti- 
on flicks to them, and that will teach them to doe 
miſchjiefe, Vhy then ſhould wee repoſe any ſuch 
confidence in our felues, that wee ſhall never laſh 
out into ſuch and fach euils? We haue a Schoole- 
maſter within, that naturall corruption that cleaues 
ſo taft vnto vs, that will be ready toteach vs, yeſato 
vrge and force vs to the very height of iniquitie. 
Few will fo truſt their bodies, though never fo 
ſound and healthy , but that they will feare enen 
the moſt dangerous diſcaſes,as the pox, the plague, 
and ſuch like infe&ions; for that they know that e- 
ven the bodiesof the beſt conſtitution have matrer 
within, even for the vileſt diſeaſe to worke vpon. 
Afſuredly thy ſouleis a farre more fruitfull ſeminary 
of /innes, then thy bozy of diſeaſes. Why then 
ſhouldeſt chou ſuffer thy ſelfe to bee deceined more 
inthe one then in the other? The heathen Philoſo- 
pher commended this meditation to his ſchollers 
in the hearing of others faults, hawe 7 done any ſuch 
like thin; ? A good meditation; but yet, in caſe this 

queſtion greatly trouble vs nor,let vs add this other, 
m4) I not doe the like, or worſe? This is the holy feare 

Gods children ſhould haue of rhemſelnes continu- 

ally. Such as wasthatin the eleauen diſciples, who 

hearing Chriſt foretelling, One of you ſhall betray me, 


euery 


| 
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euery one ina godly zealouſie & ſuſpition of his own 
naughty heart,cried our, Maſter,u it 1? Maſter ts 11 1? 
heere euen Peter himſelfe, that a little before could 
not thinke his heart ſo vnſound, asto be fit to bring 


4 
ly ſomething ſc 
vehement and confident prediCtion of Chriſt ) fea- 
reththe ougly and terrible monſter of fearcleſſe and 
fatthleſſe betraying. In this latrer fearc imicate wee 
Peter, and not in his former preſumption : for when | 
once we (hall intertaine this deceit, that there are a- 
ny linnes, which wee needenot greatly feare, then 
are wee neereſt falling intorhem. And (o often it 
commeth topaſſe, that whileſt we carefully watch 


o| 


forth the mb = bra: of fearefull 2cniall, now (hap: | 


| 


hooled and cooled by the former ſo] 


( 


againſt thoſe {innes wee ſee our ſelues by ſtrong 
\ temptations daily drawne vnto, and wholly neg- 


!etothers wee thinke not our ſelues {o ſubic& vn- 
tozeſcaping by watchfulneſle rhe greater, through 
this deceitfulnefle of our hearts, and the fruit there- 
of, our ſecuritie,we fall intothe leſſer dangers. Sure- 
ly Let was in greater danger of vncleanneſle, liuing 
among the impure Sodomites, than folitarily in the 
Mount : and Neab was in greater danger of drun- 
kenneſle,living among the drunken forts of the olde 
world , that did nothing elſe but brur:fþly cate and 
drinke, then when there was none aliuc ro conucrſe 
with , but his owne family : But yet they were in 
danger alſo in their ſolitarinefle, as having that 
within them, without which the cuill example of 
the wicked could not have corrupted them. A- 
mong the wicked, exill example indangered them: 
when from them ill their owne corruption threat-| 


ned 
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ned danger. But loe (examples forener to bee re- 
membred) becauſe in their ſolirarineſle, this deceit 
of heart tooke place, that of themſelues they were 
aot {o frameable to ſuch'ſinnes, and ſo ſtood nor, as 
in times paſt, vpon their guard. Hence it came to 
paſſe, that they who got the victory inthegreater, 
were (hamefully foyled in the lefler conflict: they 
that overcame two aduerſaries together, the Fleſh 
and the orld, were miſerably overcome by one of 
them alone, the Fleſb , without the ayde of the 
World. O then deliver wee our ſoules from this de- 
ceit, and poſleſſe we them continually with this 
meditation; There is no baggageſo hithy , but my 
heart is a fit ſincke ro receine z no monſter lo hideous, 
bur iris a fir wombe ro conceine 5no weedeſo poylon- 
full, but ir is a fit ſoyle to bring forth. Hardly (hall he 
be caughr,that thus feareth the ſnare. Indeed in eui)l | 
of puniſhment that of 1ob is often true; T hat which 
1 feared i come vpon me: but in the evill of inne,that 
of Salomon,Bleſſed u he that feareth «l[waies;how ble. 
ſed, bur in eſcaping the ſinne feared? as the 
oppoſition there ſhewes 2: bur he that 
[ not fearing] hardens his heart 
ſhall fallinto enill, 
x #* 
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1 fore God, being indeede miſerable; when with the 
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ſons. The ſecond followeth. And thati is, when 
weethinke onr ſelues in good and happy eſtace be- 


Church of Zaozicea wee iudge our (clues rich and 
wanting nothing, when indeede weeare pvore, na- 


of the deceits of three ſeuerall ſorts of men, the rich! 
Worldling, the cinill Inſt:ictarie, the looſe Libertine. 


ked blinde,and beggarly wretches. If any man (faith 
Paul) think: himſelfc ſomewhat, whey he t nothing, hee | 
deceineth himſelfe in his imaginatis. Now what grea-| 
ter ſomewhat then for a manto bee. happy ? what 
greater nothing then to be miſerable? and lo what 
greater dc 'itthen this, for a man being miſcrable, | | 
to iudge him{clte happy; beingin Gods deepe diſ- 
pleaſure to ace 2unt himlelfeto bee hi tghly in his fa-! 
uour? A deceit inceede very common , but alſo 
| very dangerous:for in this caſe mans deceitful and 
dreaming : heart makes him like that dreamer of the 


S? much ofthe fir/# deceit, in iudging of our per- The ſecowd 
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| | Prophet , "who thous 2h hungryand thirlty, yet in | Gy :9.8. 


| his ſleepethinkes he hath meateand drinke; bur as | 
| he awakened (ces his error, and feeles his hunger, lo 
 (ha'! the heart 4: ouſed by God, at leaſt at the day | 
of iudgement, ſec her deceit, and feele her milery, 
Surely, as in thenaturall dreamesitis better when 
they bee falſe, they ſhould bee of fearetull things 
then of ;oyfull, as better for a King to dreame him-| 
| felfe to bee a beggar, then contrarily tor a beggar to | 
E dreame| 
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dreaine that he 1s a King: tor the King, when hee wa- 
kens,his griefe is gone, and his ioy1cdoubled , ſec- 
ing the vanity of his dreame, but the begger, when 

he awakes, his former griefe that ſlept with bim , a- 
; wakes, and returnes ſo much the hiercer, in regard of 
the falle joy ot hisdreame : ſois it in theſe dreames 
and deceitfull dotages of the heart. Farre better is 
thatdeceit, whereby the ſonne of Godrhinkes him- 
ſelfe a flaue of Sathan, then the contrary, when the 
limme of Sathan deemes and dreames himlſelfe a 
member of Chriſt. Berter it is for Nebuchadnezar 
being aman, through his braine diftempered with 
melancholy, to thinke himfelfe a beaſt, then for a 
beaſt ro thinke it ſelfe a man : for this deceit is no- 
thing ſo vſuall, nor ſo perillous. A.mans falſe con- 
ccitof miſery when indeed hee is happy, may leſſen 
his happineſle, it cannot make him miſerable : bur 
a mans falſe apprehenſion of happineſſe being miſe- 


makes him twiſe, yea, remedilefſe miſerable ; it be- 
iog the firſt ſtepto happineſſe to know our miſery. 
Lamentable therefore is it, that this deceit being ſo 
pernitious, ſhould be ſo vniuerſall. Our Santonr tels 
vs that there are but few that ſhall be ſaued : And 
yet if all chey ſhould be ſaued, thatchinke they ſhall 
be ſaued, ſure thenrthere are bur very few that ſhall 
beedamned , and then the ffrait and narrow way is 
that which leadethto Hell, the briad way is Hea- 
uen way : for whois there almoſt that perſwadeth 
not himſelfc he ſhall be ſaued ? 

And here I oblerue more ſpecially the deceit of 


Ciul 


—_—__ 


rable, is fo farre from making bim happy, thar it | 


foureſcucrall ſorts of men ; the rich Worldbng , iu 
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civil iuſticiarie, the looſe [1bertine, or carnall geſpelter, 
and the 1emporayy beleener; all theſe vpon their ſeue. 
rall, but all of them deceiueable grounds, perſwa- 
ding themſclues they are in the fauour of God. 

Firſt, the menof this world, whoſe bellies God 
filleth with the hid-treaſure of the earth, vpon oc- 
caſion of their outward proſperitie, are quickely 
brought into this fooles paradiſe of thinking them- 
ſelues to be the ſpeciall darlings of God : for if the 
godly theinſelues haue oftentimes their eyes ſo da- 
zcled with the outward glittering and flouriſhing 
eſtate ofthe wicked, as thereupon they are ready to 
ſay of them, T he generation of Gods children , which 
was once Davids errour for a time : how much more 
then, thinke we, will the wicked thinke ſo of them- 
ſelues ? He that maketh gaive,ſaith Daxid,bleſſeth him- 
ſelfe, namely, in this falſe opinion of his owne feli- 
citic, Audelſewhere hee fheweth that when God 
holdeth his peace, and doth not by his judgements 
diſturbe them in their pleaſures and profits, then 
preſencly their deceitfull heart thereon inferreth 
that God is like tothem; he alloweth of them & cheir 
doings. That we may free theſemen from this de- 
ceit; and diſcouer the groſlneſle ofit, diuers things 
muſt be couſidered, | 

Firſt, if riches bee that that makes men happy, 
(according to the fooliſh phraſe men vſe when ſuch 
things befall one, 0 he is made ! ) how then comes1it 
to paſſe, that Heauen, the chiefe and royallſeat of 
bleſſedneſſe , is ſo empric of theſe treaſures ? for 
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| take thou hels happineſſe. | 


out the helpe of. this inſtrument. As how could 
{ Abrahan have ſhewed his hoſpirall and bountifull 
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 ſhewerh the brighteſtluſtre of hisglory, che holy | 
Saints and Angels, that dwell therewich-bira,;;wanc | 
nothing that may ferue to make them! compleately | 
bleſſed. Surely,belike happines muſt be digged our | 
of thebowels ofthe eatth, it growes below, not a- | 
boue. The earth can nolonger ſay,whe it is ceman- | 
ded of our happineſle, as it is in 106, It is not in mec: | 
If :lucrand gold be our happineſle, then it is in the | 
earth,and fo, which is ſtrange,it is nearer hell(which | 
the Scripture ſcemes to place below inthe deepes) | 
then h:au-z, which all know to be alofr, and ſo nea- | 
rer the D:#ell then God : let me hauc heauens miſcrie, 


2 If this deceit be true, happineſſe ſhould rather 
be found in the wilderneſſe of India, Turkey, and ſuch 
like barbarous and brutifh places, then in the faire 
Edenofthe Church. Is it likely, that if riches were 
ſuch Pearles the Lord would cat them to ſuch 
Swine? if ſuch happie things,he would throw them 
to ſuch Dogs? ifthe childrens bread, he would tecde 
whelpes with them ? | 

3 Riches indeede, themſelues, arethe good bleſ- 
lings of God, andare notable inſtruments of ver- 
tue,as we ſee in Salomon, Abraham, Lot, and other 
holy rich men in the Scripture, in all whom that 
ſaying was true, Wiſedome i good with an inheritance. 
Wiſedome is good without an inheritance to the 
owner, but it is not ſo good to others, it canaot fo 
clearely ſhew and maniteft itſelte to them, with- 


minde, in entertayning ſtrangers it poore? How 


could 
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| fore, as Salomon addeth inthe ſame place, the folly 
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could'/ab haue declared his mercy and liberality to 
thepoore without his riches? How could Salomen 
haue witneſled his munificence,and royall magnifi- 
cencez yea, his zeale, and piety in building the tem- 
ple, together with his wiſedome and skill in natu- 
rall Philoſphy , had not the Lord fo abundantly 
turniſhed him with cheſe helpes? What then? ſhall 
we ſay becauſericbes are the inſtruments whereby 
Vertuedeclarethit ſelte, therefore they make men 
vertnous? that, becauſe a good penne is the inſtru- 
| ment of writing, therefore it will make one a good 

writer ? nay, rather a good writer makes the penne 
good ,. andrtobeea fic inſtrumenc of writing well, 
For furniſh an vnsKkilfull writer with neuer ſo good a 
penne, yet bis ſt remaines ſtill as vnskiltull. So a 
good man knowes howto make vicand aduantage 
of riches for the practiſe of Vertue, as Selomon 
ſayes, Thecrowne of the wiſe is their riches : but yer 
2iuc them a foole, and you put a ſword into a mad: 
mans hand, ftill heis as wicked, nay, worle then be- 


| 


af fooles, namely, rich ones, « fool;ſpneſſe : why? was 
itnot fooliſhnefle before they were rich ? yes, but 
not in compariſonof that. it is now, ſince they be. 
camerich.Thatas wi{edome & good, that is, better, 
ſhines brighter, ſo folz x naught,that is, farre worle, 
more palpably diſcouers it ſelte, with an inheri 
tance.; That which Salomon ſpeakes of filence in a 
foole; may as truely bee ſaid of poxerty ſometimes. 
A fodleis accounted wiſe while poore, but let him 
once berich, then hisfolly is tooliſhneſle indecde. 
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as a {wordin a mans hand whether hee bee ſober or 
drunke : bur they make vsnot good ; becauſe, as I 
ſaid, they are onely inſtruments of gpoodnefle.. And 
che inſtrument alwayes receiueth it forcefrom that 
which vſeth it, giueth none vnto it, Were itnot 
abſurd for aman to thinke himſelfe a good (choller, 
becauſe hee hath many Bookes ſtanding in his clo- 
ſet ? or a good Muſfitian, becauſe hee hath many 
Muſlicall inſtruments hanging vpon his wals, when 
hee knowes not how to vſe cither Bookes or Inftru- 
ments > And yetriches arenoſuchneceſſary inſtru- 
ments of grace, as bookes are of /earning. Fora man 
may (hewas much 3 nay, (as,Chriſoſtome hath well 
nored in the example of 1b) more of ſome obedi- 
ence, namely, that which we call p:/5ive,in pouerty, 
then inriches. 

4. Riches, though they bee the gifts of God, yet 
wee muſt conſider with what hand hee reacheth 
chem torth vnto vs , whether with the right, or the 
lefr, with what minde hee giueth them, whether in 
loue or in anger. For God often giueth men riches 


as he gaue the 1/raclites Quailes, 'euen to be thornes. 


tochoake them, Herein being like that King Eu- 
trapeles that heaped vp molt riches vpon ſuch as hee 
moſthated, ſaying, that together with their riches 
hee ſhould cruſh them with an heauy burthen of 
cares. Pharavh himſclfe was not ſmitten with ma- 
ny of thoſe indgements, wherein others periſhed, 
but it was not from any ſpeciall reſpe& God had 
of him aboue them, but God himſelfe,leſt he ſhould 
mifinterpret it, tels him the reaſon, for ths cav(e 7 


hane reſerued thee;naracly,from being ſtrucken with 


the 
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the former iudgemear, not for any loueI beareto 
thee,burzhat 1my ſbrw my power 1nthee, The Pſal- 
miſt therefore excellently couples theſe.thinges to- 


- gether, The Lord giueth /ight ta the blinde, he rayſeth 


vp the cropked, he loueth the rizhteoms.Toteach that 
the Lord may diſpenſe theſe outward bleſlingsto 
the wicked, butnotinloue, ſaue onely tothe righ- 


| teous. Wherefore our rich worldling hath lirtle cauſe 


of reioycing in his riches, vnlefle hee knew that the 
Lord lsoked pox him, as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of the 
bleihng of her fruitfull-wombe, in the giuing of 
them , eucn-with a ſweet and amiable counte- 
nance, ready together with his riches to deale his 
owne [oule vnto him. Bur it is otherwiſe : The Lord 
turneth his backe'vpon him , cuen then when his 
hand reacheth foorth theſe ourward thinges vnto 
him. In his axger hee giueth theſe ſuppoſed frlici- 


tiesto the wicked, which in his mercy he denyeth to | 


the godly, He purtterh them inco thefatter paſtures, 
becauſe he meaneth to kill them , and cauleth theſe 
to feede ontlie bare commons, becaulſc he will haue 
them liue till. If the ſtalled Oxe had reaſon, would 
he be lo ſenceleſſe as to thinke his maſter loued him 
better then his fellowes4becauſe of his more liberall 
foode ?kyow it then thou rich worldling, God one- 
ly fatreth thee for the (laughter. Hee thus ladeth 
thee with theſe bleſſings that by this meanes ag- 
grauatipg thy ingratitude, and impenirency, hee 
mightladethee with a heaujer weight of condem- 
nation. Yea, by this meanesin his 1uſt judgement, 
as by an outward occaſion, hee prouokerh and ſtir- 
reth vp.che corruption of pride, couctouſneſle, 
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in thee, bur for want of occaſion could not fo plainly 
ſhew themſclues. That therfore this ſecret corruptis 
may bediſcouered,he offreth fit matter for it to feed 
vpon,to worke vpon. Judas was couctous before he 
cameto Chriſt:therſore Chriſt gaue him the bag to 
fecd that his humour, to miniſter fuellto it, that ſo 
his rotten heart might bedeteCted: ſhould notnow 
Iudgs have deceiued himſelfe much, if hee had ap- 
prehended the office which Chriſt aſhgned him as 
an argumet of his greater reſpe, as though he had 
repofed more confidence in him for fidelity, whome 
indeed he knew to be moſt vnfaithful? 7#d4z5 bag was 
anctto catch hisfoule. The wickeds T able, though 
ſwimming neuerſo much with dainties,is h4 /nare,8 
his proſperity his raine. God giueth them theſe things 
no otherwiſe then 7ael gaue Sera milke and lod 
ging,thatby this meanes caſting them intothe dead 
{lecp of ſecurity,he might{trike them through wich 
the naile of his iudgements: or as Ehud gaue the pre- 
ſentto Eglon, onely that he might haue an occaſion 
to ſheath his dagger in his bowels: wherefore looke 
how Haman deceiued himſelte in conſtruing the 
Queenes inuitation of him tothe banquet, as a mar- 
cerof ſpeciall grace : for indeede ſhe did it onely to 
accuſe him 3 alike doe theſe fat worldlings decciue 
chemſclues, imputing their outward proſperitie to 
the fauour of God, who.indeede onely giueth them 
theſe things rofurniſhtheirinditement out of them; 
like as once Joſeph cauſed his cupto be pur into one 
of his brethrens ſacks, that he might picke a quarrell 


with them, and lay theftto their charge : for God, 


- how-| 
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| howſocuer hee haue giuen the wicked theſe earthly 
| bleſſings, yet wil he challenge them of theft and vn- 
' iuſt vſurping ofhis creatures,to the which being our 
| of Chriſt, they hauenoright and title. Seethen yee 
| miſerable muck-wormes of the earth, how groſlcly 
yeedeceiue your ſelues, that are ſo fearcfull of be- 
ing deceiucd by others, and know that as in other 
regards, ſoin this hath our Saurour befool:a you,that 
you thus ]ull your ſelues afleepe in a falſe conceit of 
your owne happineſle, and ling a requiem to your 
owne ſoules ; Soule take thine eaſe : and yet ſine lies 
before the dores ; this night O foole, ſhall they take away 
thy ſoule And then though with Dives ye have been 
richin this world, yet with him alſo ye ſhall be poore 
enough in the world to come : ſo poore, that yeec 


ſhall bee driuen to begge « drop of water of ſome 
Zazaruws,to whom here you denyed crums of bread. 
Oextreame and more then beggerly pouerty,when 
thou canſt notcommand alittle drop of water! So 
fitly did the Apoſtle {iy , Charge them that are rich 
in this world, intimating that there is one riches 
and pouerty of this world,and of the world ro come 
another, as £4zarws , poore in this world became 
rich in the other world ; and Dizes, rich in this 
world, became exceeding penurious in the other: 
withall, teaching that theſe riches when they laſt 
longeſt, laſt no longer then this lite, they follow not 
after vs when wee are dead, to make vs rich in that 
other world ; Goenow and bleſle thy ſelfe in thy 
riches and proſperous eſtate as badges of bleſſed. 
nefle, from which holy 4gur deſired co be bleſſed; 
fearing leaft his ſhoc being ouerwide for his foote,it 


would 


Luke 12, 


Luke 16, 
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would but hinder him in his journey; and his ouer- 
ample eſtate wou}d be as cumberſome to his ſoule, 
| a5 Sagls armour wovld haue beene to Dauids bodie. 
| Heb, 13, The Apoſtle tels thee, God chaſteneth every childe he 


hath, and none but baſtards goe vncorreed : what 
an idle conceitthen is this for thee to take that tor a 
note of thy ſonſhip, namely, thy oyled and buttered 
pathes,thy long caſe and ftreedome from crofles, tor 
which the holy Ghoſt hath reproached thee with 
the brand of ba/tardiſme ? Our Sautowr cries out, Woe 
be to you yee rich men, for yee ſhall weepe:\What a mad. 
neſle for thee to blefle where Chriſt curſes ? He tels 


thee that thy riches are as great burthens, hindring 

thy entrance in at the ſtraite gate; and asthe bunc|) 

on the Camels backehindring his paſſage through 

the needles eye, and therefore cries out, How hardly 

ſhall arich man enter into the kingedome of beauen?what 

a dotage is this to account the barre of heauendore 

ſhutting it vp againſt vs, to be the key opening it to 

vs 3 to take weights preſfing vs downe to hel!, ro bee 
| w#7n7s5 lifting vs vp to heaven ? 

| CivilIulticiz= | A ſecond fort of mendeceiuing themſelues in this 

nes Geceit- | kinde, are ourcivill luſticiaries, whotherefore iudge 

themſelues to be in good ſtate to God-ward, becaulc 

| they line wirhourſcandall,honeſtly, quietly paying 

| euery man his owne; &c. If they had hence conclu- 

ded they had beenein good ftate to man-ward, the 

| deceit had beenemiore tollerable;for men cannot fo 

| well chall:nge thoſe thar can with Samuel ſay Whoſe 


—  — 


Oxe or Aſſe haue 1 ſtollen ?* whom haue 1 wronged? but 
| thedeceit is fond, tothinke therfore God can haue 
| no a@ion againſt thee. Alike as if thou ſhouldeſt 

thinke | 
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thinke the King can touch thee in nothing, becauſe 
thou haſt not failed in any poynt, the Lawtyes thee 
to thy fellow ſubieAs, with whom thou liuveſt , and 
yer happily haſt many waies faulted againſt the king 
himſelte:Thou talkeſt of paying men their dues;well 
letit be ſo; what can follow hence, but that among 
men thou (halt goe for an honeſt man? whar with 
God too? yes,if thou canſi truely ſay,thoupayſt him 
his dues;the due of praycr,hearing,reading,aud me- 

ditating inthe word, ſanRifying of the Sabboths, 
the which our ciuill man neuer payeth, and therfore | 
as thou wouldeſt account him vnhoneſt, that payes | 


| thee not thy dues, ſo will God account thee for nor 


paying him his. This is true religion, ſaith James, to: 
| the looſe profeſſor, ſeucring ſome outward dutics of 
| Religion in the firſt, from righteouſneſle in the (e-| 

condtable, to wiſite the fatberleſſe and widdow, e+e. 
which are dutiesnot of Religzon properly, bur of 7- 
flice and riehteouſneſſe : and this hee doth, becauſe 
thisis the tryall of the truth of our religion . By like! 
reaſon and proportion may [ lay tothe ciurl/man, as! 
vnreaſonably dividing the workes of righteouſnes in| 
the ſecondrable, from thoſe of religion in the firſt. 
This is true righteouſneſſe, this is true honeſty, to 
ſanQifie the Sabbaoths, to call vpon the name of 
the Lord, to conferre, to meditateon the word : For ! 
looke what kinde of Religion that is, which 15 not at- 

tended with honeſty to men, alike is that honefty 
which is not ioyned with Religion ro God. Now the 
former Religion none ſo ready to condemne for 
naught asthe civill man himſclfe: for zeale and de- 
| uotion in no caſe can hee away with : therefore his] 
ZETYR owne' 
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owne mouth being iudge, his owne honeftie which 
he ſo magnifies,and makes the only prop of his bap- 
pineſſe,muſt needs be rotten and vnſound. Ynhoneft | 
religion is as good as irreligious honeſty, Andifinthy. 
indgementthe former beenaughtr, ſurely the latter | 


| cannot be good. Religion, or the feare of God, Sa- | 


lomon cals the head of all goodnefle : honeſty then | 
without religion, is as a budy without ahead, cuen | 
a rotting and a ſtinkiug carrionzand wilt —_ be | 
ſo fond as to thinke it is a ſweet ſmelling ſacrifice in | 
Gods rioſthrils, Heare Chriſt telling the Phariſees, | 
ſuch as thou art, that the harlots and publicanes, as it 
[ ſhould now ſay to thee, cat-throats and car-purſes . 
(ould goe before rhem into the Kingdome of hea- 
uen. And againe, Except your righteouſaes exceede the 
righteonſneſſe of the Seribes and Phariſees, yee cannot | 
e1.ter intothe Kingdone of heaven. And if this cannor | 
{top thy mouth, yet let Eſaies foule cloth, all our righ- 
teoxſneſſe, een onr righteouſneſſe, the Propher in- 
cludes himſclfe, holy Eſajes owne righteouſnes, the | 
righteouſneſſe of grace is a menſtruoms cloth,that will 
rather foule our taces then wipe away the filth of | 
them, What then. is the righteuoſneſle of Nature? | 
Surely Chriſt muſt both waſh and wipe his Diſciples | 
teete, His bloud muſt be both water and towe//too. 
Renownce then thine owne rightcouſnes evenſpiri- 
tuall, much more Ciull, and truſt onely to his. | 
Thethird ſort of theſe [" /fe-deceiners are our com- 
on and carnall Goſpell:rs,Goſpel- ſpilters rather,being | 
indeede looſe hbertines that doe turnethe grace of God 
1m wantonnes, Theſe alſo iudge themſelues to be in 
good caſe before God: and why? becauſe theyhane 
beene 
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beene borne inthe Church, and ſtill enioy the pri. 
| uiledges thereof; they have beene waſhed with ho- | 
ly water,and are daily ted with the ſpirituall anna | 
ofthe Word and Sacramers. This was the vſuall de- 
| ceit of the Jewes, who cryed the temple of the Lordythe 
| emple of the Lord : and had nothing elte to blefle 
| themſelves withall, but the cognizice of Circumci- 
{ton. And our Sauior (heweth, how many at the liſi 
| day (hal look foreternal lite,only becauſe they hauc 
eate and drunke in his preſence, which I vnderitand 
of the ſpirituall cating and drinking, ia the hearing 
of the Word, and receiuing ofthe Sacraments : but 
for all this, with the man that wanted the wedding 
garment, they may betaken from the very feaſting 
rabletorthe gallowes with Haman, And though they 


; altar,yet itſhal nor defend them from Gods ſword, 
| for the very truth is this, the man that wants 
| the wedding garment isno otherwiſe bidUEto the 
feaſt by the King,then Haman was ro Queene E/teys 
| feaſt, hee ſhall there finde God no lefle angrie with 
| him, then Haman found Ahafonereſh, and heare that 
| fearefull ſentence, Take him, binde him, ec. Of this 


| deceit S. James ſpeaketh, when he faith, Be ye doers of | Lames 1, 22. 


the word, and not hearers onely, deceiuing your. ſelnes. 
| Shewing thereby, that many, as the miſerable ex- 
 perience euen of theſe times alſo ſheweth, did ther- 
fore reputethemſelues in the number of gods peo 

ple,onely becauſe they came tothe Church, heard 
the word,& preſented him with the outward facri 

tices of their prayers, and praiſes, howſocuer their 


lives otherwiſe were moſt vile & vitious, But Saint 
James 
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[ames afterward telleth theſe deceiuers, 1f any man 
ſe:me religious and refraine not his t3ygue, deceiving 
his owne heart , hu relizion i in vaine. And ſo doth 


outward letter thereof, that their Circumciſion was 
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S. Paul tell the [ewes that reſted in the Law,and the 


no better then vncircumciſion z as atmnan may ſay to 
a baſe Player,apparrelledlike a Kings ſonne,that his 
Princes coat isno better then a beggers, [t ſhall doe 
him no more good, procure him no more honour or 
reſpe&.For Circumciſion, Baptiſme,hearing,recei- 
uing,and all ſuch like badges of outward protefſion, 
theyare but as the outward garmentof Chriſtians, 
which may eafily bee put on by thoſe that are none. 
And therfore howſocuertheſe by many arethought 
ſufficient to make them good Chriſtians , yer $/0- 
mon ſticks not to make them rhe marks of forles,when 
thereareno better then they , as when hee calleth 
Gods own ſacrifices,the ſacrifices of fooles : be more 
ready to heave then to offer the ſacrifice of fooles;becaule 
of this fooliſh conceit which many ground vpon 
them. Butnotably doth God ſhake theſe deceruers 
inthefiftieth 7/alme, who for all their lying, ſlaun- 
dering, whoring,theeuing,would yerneeds goe for 
Saints, becauſe they were diligent in the outward 
{eruice of the temple. They thought they were very 
carefullremembrersof Gnd , when they plyed him 
ſo faft with the Sacrifiees ofthe Law,both morning 
and cuening; and yet God telleth them that none 
wereſo vnmindfullof him asthey,and therfore ve- 
ry tearefully chundrerh againſt them ; 0 con/ider thu 


i 


1y-e that forge! God,leaſt I teare you inpicces: For when 
the truthof obedience , and powerof godlineſle is| 
wanting, 
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wanting, ſurely there is ſmall difference berwixt an 
Iſretlite and an Iſmaelite, a circumciled Hebrewe 
and an vncircumciſed Philiiim, a baptiſed Engliſb- 
man, and an vnwaſhen Turke. Neither is the bar- 
ren Fiz-tree m Gods Orchard in any better cafe 
then is the Bramble in the wildneſſe. In which re- 
gard Dautd is not afraid to callthe Eiphims ffran- 
gers, and Sauls courtiers, Heathen, and Saul himſelfe 
Cuſhi,or an «Ahiopian, though all of them living in 
the vilible Church as members thereof,toſhew that 
God will lappe them vpin the fame bundle of con- 
demnation rogether with the Heathen and vncir. 
cumciſed, ſtrangers from the covenants 1nd Common- 
weale of [ſrael. This therefore will Le but afilly plea 
before God ; We haue gone to Church, frequented 


| 


the Prayers, heard the Sermons ; Nay. theplea of 
preaching Sermons will not bee admitted. When 
thou bringelt ro God the Sermons thou haſt heard, | 
thou bringeſt Yria+s letters, the matter of thine owne 
death anddamnation. For therefore (hall God ad- 
iudge thee ro ſo much forer and ſeuerer condem- 
nation, by how much thy meanes of repentance 
have beene greater. Thereforc ſhall the earth bee 
curſed, becauſe hauing beene watered witli the dew 
of heauen, it bringeth forth nothing but Brambles 
and Bryers, But here our Libertine, belides his out- 
ward formall Church-ſeruice vrgeth his fa/th in the 
merits of Chriſt. 

Anſ. His faith is meere fancy : for firſt, Faith com 
weth by hearing, and fo alſo it 15 nourilhed by hea- 
ring ofthe Word, Praycr, and the Sacramencs. But 


theſe men cannot tell how they came by their ” - 
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Andit is ſuſpicious when men haue goods,and can- 
nottell how they came by them:afſuredly they can- 
not ſay they came to their faith by any ſuch 
meanes : for they deſpiſe the powerfull miniſterie, 
& ro pray atight they know not, whereas true faith 
the daughter of the word, cannot but with all hu- 
mility and thankefulnefſe acknowledge her Father. 

2. True faith is cop#latine, it ioyneth together the 
whole word of God : it bcleeueth one promiſe as 
weil 25 1nother, the promiſes of this life as well as 
thoſe of the life to come, But our Libertines taith, 
that ſeemetrh very ſtrong in belceuing ſaluation by 
Chriſ?, in temporall dangers that concernethe our- 
ward man onely, cannot vpholdit ſelte : rhe reaſon 
is,for that,as their faith is a fancy it ſelte,ſo it appre- 
hendeth eternall ſaluation as a fancy, and ſo they 
can bee bold enough 3 but temporall[aluation being 
apprehended asa matter of truth, their fantaſtical! 
faith cannot lay hold ofthe promiles thereof: theſe 
men that ſo confidently protefle that they beiecue 
| God hath prouided ſuperabundantriches of glory 
| hereafrer for them, cannot yet belecue that hee 
| will prouide competent necellaries of maintenance 
tor this preſent lite, whence they (0 tremble in their 
dangers. Againe, Faith beleeueth the threats ofthe 
word, together with the promiſes. Now, thou who 
DOretendeſt beliefe of the promiſes, ſhew me thy be- 
iefe of the threatnings : diddeſt thou beleeue the 
truth of thoſe menaces which God hath denoun- 
ced againſt vncleane, couetous, ambitious, proud, 
enuious, malicious perſons, and ſuch like ſinners, 
how durſtchou then ſo wallowin theſe {innes, that 
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ifGod inſtead of held had promiſed heauen, as a 
reward vatothem,thou couldeſt not doe more then 
thou doeſt : Why ſhouldeſt thou deceive thy (elfe 
with an opinion of faith, when indeede thou belce- 
ueſt not ſo much'as rhe Diuell? ' for hee belcenes 
[namely the threatnings of the word} and trembles 
tor horrour, but thou goeſt on in ſine, making a 
mocke of the menaces; and in the infidelitie of thy 
heart, giueſt them the lye, ſaying, no ſuch thing 
(hall befall thee. And'ſo mnchfor the three former 


ſelfe-decrintrs. 


| Crnay. V. 
Of the deceits of the temporary Beleeners Faith , and 
feclings. 


\WAVGH come now to the fourth fort of theſe 
deceiners, the temporary beleener , defcri- 
bed by ont Saniour in the Parable of the ſtonie and 
thorny ground, and by the Apoſtle Heb. 6. They 
heare the word, and are mmlightned in their vnder- 
ſtandings, 'yea, raviſhed one world thinke in their 
affeions : for they heare ir, ſaith our Saniour, wirh 
ioy : where, by one of the chieteſt affe&ions,we atc 
by like proportion to vnderſtand all thereſt, even 
the affe&ion of griefe it ſelfe ; thar as they re. 
ioyce in hearing of rhe comfozts, aud ſuch like do- 
&rinewhich requireth joy, ſo when the nature'of 
dodrine requireth griefe, they are alfo affefted 
with forrow , and therefore as the hearing of tlie 


| 


Tames 2. 


I'V. 
Temporaties 
deceir,tou- 
ching: 

Mar. 1 3- 
Mart. 13.20. 


explayned, 


word, with thoſe #alirrs,doe often euch drawbuc- 
| -* kets 


I — —— —— — 


— —— > —— 


t 

i% 

# [2 
: 
” Jt 


66 


— 


The decenfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| kets of water,and ſhedriuers of reares:Euen this alſo 
; isto bee vnderftood by their hearing the word with 
| loy, becauſerhey reioyce euen in this griefe, taſting 


| of the ſweetneſſe of the word,and finding a comtfor- 


table reliſh therein. Theſe men we ee go very far,ſo 
thatas the Apoſile ſpeaketh , they are in ſome ſort 
wade partakers of the boly Ghoſt, they taſt of the powers 
of the world to come,and expreſie their inward'grace 
by outward obedience, bringing foorth fruit very 
fpeedily,far ſooner then others, as the ſtony ground 
is more quicke & forward then other ſoyles.And yer 
for all this,theſe alſo being rotten at the hearr,are ro 
be rancked in rhe number of ſelf:-deceiners,as fallely 
iudging themſcluesto be in the ftate of grace. The 
deceittull argument wherby they rhus judge is this : 

Whofocuer hath true faizh, repentance, obedience, 
is inthe ſtare of grace. 

Bur I havetheſethree,ſaith the Temporary: there- 
fore I am in the ſtare of grace. 
This deceit is far more deepe and dangerous then 
any of the formerthree : for their errour was in the 
ground wheron their argument was buile,nor in the 
application thereof, as inthe argument of the r7ch 
Worldling; Whoſoeuer hath outward proſperitie is in 
Gods ftuour : But 1 haue outward proſperitie.Here the 


| deceit is in the propoſition, not inthe aſſum;tion: for 


he truly 2fſwmes to bimſelfe outward proſperitiezbut 
his propoſition is falſe,that eutward proſperitic is an ar- 
gument of Gods fauour. So the Cinill may erres not 
in his «pplication of ciuill and outward righteouſnes 
ro himſclfe; but in his ground that this ciuillrigh- 
teouſneſſe is enough toger ſaluation. And ſo the 
losſe 
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Loſe Proteftant rightly applyes to himſelfe outward 
profeſhon, hearing of the word, &c. bur his ground 
is deceitfull, chat this is ſufficient to make one a 
good Chriſtian, Bur heere it is otherwiſe. The 
ground of the temporarie belecuers argument is 
moſt certaine and agreeable totheword; namely, 
that whoſoeuer hath true Faith, Repentance, and 
Obedience, isin the ſtate of grace; all the deceit is 
in the application: forthe temporary, whel hee 4/- 
ſames thoſe things to himfelfe,preſumes. His a//ump- 
tion : But I have true faith,&c. is nothing but mcere 
pre/amption. And therefore hee is harder to be deli- 
uered from this his deceit then the other : for with 
them there needed no more adoe, then to ſhew the 
falleneſſe of their grounds, which might eaftly bee 
done; but heerethe falſenefſe of the application of 
their grounds muſt bee diſcouered , which is very 
hard, becauſe of the ncere affiniric and likeneſle be- 
twixt the Faich, Repentance, Obedience of the zrue 
and temporary beleeuer: which is ſo great,that euen 


the moſt judicious, and diſcerning Chriſtians, can- 
nor perfe&tly diſtinguiſh betwixt them. ; Hence 1#- 
das among the Dilciple s, and Anamas and Saphira, 
and Nicholas the Deacon , among them in the Primi- 
tive Church, trill God dereted them, went for true 


howſoeuer in general wee know it as itis reuealed in 
theword; yet in ſperial/ wee know itnot, as it isin 
men, that wee can ſay before the event declare it, 


belceuers : for this difference of theſe two faiths | 


This man is a temporary onely. This is diſcernable one- 
lyto him that is exeater then our hearts, and hes 


fore knoweth our hearts betcer then. our ſelues, 
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Neuerthelefſe the Temporary, if he would deale vn- 
partially in the trying of his owne heart, by therule 
of the word, he ſhould cafily come to eſpye out the 
deceit thereof... + - 

And firſt as tronchiag; bis faith, ic iseuident it is 
not ſound : for Chriſt darenot truſt itz as weſee in 
them thart are ſaid in the Goſpel to belceve in Chryff, 
and yer could norbe bekened by him. Many (ſaith 
John ) bBeened in his name when they ſaw hu myracles, 
but leſs did not commit himſelfe untothem, beoauſe he 
knew them all. Bur of the true beleeuecr, Chriſt ſayes, 
that he reieRts none that comes vnto him. Judas 
was an 47ch-terporasy;, andyet, that heneuer true- 
ly beleeued, appearetb by the ſame Exangeliſ? thus 
commenting vpon theſe wordsof Chrift, (Butihere 
are ſome of you that beleene not) for Te/us knew who 
they were that beleeued not, and who ſhould betray him. 
Markhow the Exangeliftranks the 2r4#tor among the 
non-beleenersand how, being to giuc a reaſon why 
Chrift fa1d allof them beleeued not, he ſaith Chri/? 
knew who ſhould: betray him. And more plainely 
doththis appeare afterward in Chris anſwere to 
Peter, profeſhingin thename;of. the whole wwelue, 
we beleeue, ec. Hare not 1 choſen you twelue,and one of 
you 1 4 Diuelf As if heſhould (ay no, Peter,all of you 
doe not belceue, though thou ipeakeſt generally of 
all. One of you is a Pize#. Lervs fee thenhowrhis 
temporary deceiueth himſelfe, inthinkingheehath 
that faith which hee wants. The decenfull argu- 
ment, whereby he would conclude faith to bimſclte, 
is drawne, firſt from the yurrs of faith: ſecondly, 
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of the wordin genera//with aſſent : ſecondly, appl:- 
cation of the promiſes in /eciall to ones ſelte.Both 
theſe the emporary thinks he hath, and therefore 
alſo faith. Firſt, for knowledge, it cannot bee denyed 
but he may haue an excellent meaſure thereof; in- 
ſomuch as hee may not onely apprehend all the 
points of Religion himſelfe, and be ableto talke of 
them, bur alſoteach them vnto others, as /udas did, 


and many others,whoſe plea (hall be at the laſt day, 
Lord, hane we not taught in thy name? And in the pa- 
rable, the lamps ofthe fooliſh virgins blaze as much 
as the wiſe ones, Yet for all this there are deceits 
in this knowledge , whereby it is differenced from 
the knowledge of true faith, | 

Firſt, the knowledge of the temporary is notſo 
well grounded cither vpon the zeftizvony of the Scrip- 
tures, or vpon experience, as is the knowledge of the 
eruc beleeer. To which may that ſeeme to apper- 
taine which is ſaid in the Goſpe//, that they haue no 
roote, their knowledge is not 2roored and well ſerled 
knowledge : for neyther have they that care which 
the true beleeuers haue to build themſelues on the 
ſure authorities of the Scriptures, neither yet ar all 
doe they nouriſh their knowledge with an holy pra- 
Riſe, that ſo they might haue a practical, a feeling, 
and experimental — wherein indeed the 
knowledge of faith, exce!leth the knowledge cuen | 
ofthe Diuell himtglfe : for rhough he excell vs, as 
in all otherknowledge, ſo alſo in divine, yer hee 
knowes not the chiefe points thereof, ſuch as are 
faith, repentance, loue, th: preſence of the ſpirit, what 


they be, by his owne experience, as doth the mea- 
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neſt and pooreſt Chriſtian, Herein the pooreft idiot, 
being a ſound Chriſtian, goeth beyond the profoun- | 
deſt Clearkes that are not ſantited,that he hath his 
owne heart in ſtead of a commentary to helpe him 
vnderſtand eucn the moſt needfull poynts of the 
Scripture. The knowledge therefore of the Tempord- 
ry is but ſhallow tothat of the true Chriſtian : whoſe 
priuiledgeir is, not onely to know the things them- 
{clues vreered, but alſo intent & the meaning of God 
therein. T he ſecret of the Lord, ſaith Dauid, s reuealed 
to them that feare him, This ſecret is hid from the 
wicked. 

Secondly, the knowledge of faith is a through 
heating knowledge, which warmes aman atthevery 
heart, working loue of the truth knowen : for zruth 


print. Truth, truely knowne, ſtampes goodneſlc in 
the heart, But the remporarics heart recciues no 
ſuch impreſhon,ſtill it remaines an euill and vnſound 
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and goodnefſe differ no more than the ſeale and the 


heart, a nourcery of many ſecret corruptions, in 
which is no goodneſle, Therefore his knowledge is 
onely a flame that giues /ig4t by blazing, but nv 
ſound and durable heat by burninz. 

Thirdly, the knowledge of faith is an humbling 
knowledge. Now mine eye hath ſernt thee; (aith Job, 
therefore Tabhorre my ſelfe in duſt and aſhes. But the 
wy” knowledge is a ſwelling knowledge, 
puffing him vp in the conceit of himſelfe.. 

Secondly, for application, which is.indeede the ve- 
ry pith and marrow of ſauing faith 3 no doubt but 
the Temporary doth in his owne conceit apply Chrift: 
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him and ſo challenging entrance into his kingdome 
euen attheday of judgement, which ſhewerh thar 
hee might both liue and dic in this perſwaſion , that 
he wasthe member of Chriſt, and fo inthe applica- 
tion of the promiſes. But this conceit of his is meere 
deceir : forintruth hee applies nought but an ido/, 


Math.7. 


afanſie, a ſhadow : for as the Diſciples when they 
ſaw Chriſt on the Sea were decciued,. taxing him) 
for a waiking ſpirit : ſo contrarily, theſe temperaric 
beleeuers, when they ſee and heare nothing indeede 
bur the diuell, (happily #ransforming himſclfe into 4» 
Angel! of light,) yetthey thinke they ſee, and heare 
Chriſt himſelf. This application of C4r:ſtis like to the 
application of bread & drinke in a dreame.Doththe 
dreamer therefore cate bread, or drinke becre, doth 
he truely apply theſe things to himſelfe, becauſe hee 
thinkes fo? No more doſt thou eate Chriſts fleſh or 


Eizy 29.8, 


drinke Chriſts bloud , becauſe thy doting braine fo 


dreameth. 4/ax in his frenzie tooke {imple ſheepe 
for his crafty enemies. And when hee had flaine 
the Catte!l, rhought verily he had flaine his ene- 
mies. His deceit wasgreatto take ſheepe for men: 
thine greater to take a ſhadow for a ſubſtance, nay, 
Sathay tor Chriſt : for,that thou doſt not apprehend 
true Chriſt may appeare by this, that true faiths ap- 
prehenſion of Chriſt is mutual. It doth not ſo lay 
hold on Chrift, as wee take hold of a tree, orſome 
ſuch like ſenceleſſe thing,bur as we viero do in our 
ſalutations, when wee imbrace one another, there | 
isa mutuall hold on both ſides. Whence the att of 
the Patriarches faithin apprehending the promiſes, 
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of /aluting ; They ſaluted, kiſſed, or imbraced the promi- 
ſes. So that true faithkiffing Chrif,is kiſſed of him, 
embracing Chriſt is reimbraced of him, andic ſo ap- 
prehends Chriſt that at the ſame time the beleeuer 


is apprehended of Chriſt,as Paul[heweth in hisowne 
example. Now thoſe whome Chrift hath once gript 
with his hand , pedeſtinating them to eternal ſal- 
uation, ſuch no power can euer wring out of his 
hands. No man can take my ſheepe out of my hands. 
Whence that, He thas beleeneth hath etermall life, and 
ſhall nener come intocondemmnation. And againe, Hee 
that commeth to me 1 caſt not away. For 1 came downe, 
rot to doe mine owne will, but my fathers : and thu «s 
his will, that of all hee hath ginei mee 1 ſhould looſe no- 
thing, but ſhould raiſe it vp at ibe laſt day. If any ſay, 
though Chriſt caſt them not away that belecue, yer 
they may caſt away themſclues ; Ianſwere, neither 
can thatbee : forinthenine and thirtieth verſe hee 
ſaith, that hee ſhall looſe nothing thart is given him. 


But if the beleeuer might caſt himſelfe away, Chrif 
(ſhould then looſe ſomething giuen him, As the pro- 
digall childe, though of himſelte hee left his Father, 
yer is called the loft childe, Chriſt then cannotſo 
looſe any true belecuer,but cthathe ſhal raiſe him vp 
ja the laft day to eternall ife, But temporary belce- 
uers, as weeſce in Judas, may finally fall away from 
Chriſt,and goeto their owne place ; ergo,they were no 
crue beleeuers,they apprehended onely an 7dol/ that 
could not hold them , and not Chriſt , whoſe hand 
is a ſure hold-fa#, neuer letting goe that which once 
it hath ſeized on. The true beleeuer is rootedin faith, 
| bur ofthe temporary Chriſt ſaith z he hath no rooting, 
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and therefore his faith isnought. 

Obief?, Why then isitſaid Zuke$ 13. theſe men 
doe belecue, ifthey doe not? 

Anſw. 1, The Scripture in many things ſpeaketh 
according to the probable and common iudgement 
of men. Thus the Moone is called one of the two 


Luke8, 23. 


greatlights,whe indeed it is the leaſt of all. Thus the | Gen. 2. 


Diuell called Samuel, becauſe in his likenefle, and fo 


thought of Saul And thus the fancy of the zempora- 


»y called faith,becauſe,having ſome reſemblance ot 


true faith, it goes for true faith both with him that 
hath ir, and with others. 2. They hauec indeed true 
faith in their kinde, namely, a ioyfull aſſent to the 


truth of the Goſpell : but notthe #ſ#ifyinz faith of 


the ele which they thinke they haue. 

Burt you will ſay, ſhew vs then the dzcerts of this 
faith, that both the true beleeuer may bee deliuered 
from falſe feare, and the temporary from falſe toy. 

Janſwere, 1. The true belceuer belecues with 
much conflifting, as in him in the Goſpe/tharcryed, 
Lord 1 beleene, helpe my wnbeleefe. The combar was 
not ſo great berwixt Aſichael, and Sathin, concer- 
ning Moſes dead body, asit is betwixt Sathan and e 
uery true belceuer, concerning Chri/ts lining boate. 
When faith goes about to lay bold of it, the Divell 
ſtriketh at her hands, and would plucke them a- 
way from it. Hence faith is faine to tugge, and 
wreſtle, euen till ir ſweat againe. And therelore 
Paul cals itthe difficult worke of Faith , becauſe the 
beleeuer hathſauch adoeto belecue; not onely inre- 
gard of the oppoſition made by the fleſh (full of 


infidelity) which asin all good things, fo ſpecially 
| in 
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Rom 13, I- 


porary doth not ſo ſuſpe@ himſelfe, doth nor fo trye 


in the coniun&tion of the /omme-offring which noted 


of the fleſh;the crucifying of olde Adam. True fait 
offers boti theſe at once. But the temporaries faith 
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in beleeuing, wee muſt heate downe with Paul 5 bur 
alſo in regard of the violent aſſaults of Sathan, im- 
pleading ourfaith, as naught, and fo often putting 
vs to our ſhifts, making vs to ſearch, andtrye our 
faich, to pray earneftly for our fairhs confirmation, 
and fo with much feare and tremblizg to worke out our 
owne ſaluition [tis nothing ſo with the temporarie 
belecuer in his faith. Heefoder it very calic to be- 
lceue. Sathan troubles not him, for then hee ſhould 
bee dinided againft himſelfe, who begat that pre- 
ſumptuous faith in him. Nay rather Sathan con- 
firmes him in this his deceit. And therfore our tem- 


and examine himſelfe, doth not ſo worke out the 
worke of his faith with thoſe firong cryes of feruent 
prayer, with that feare and iealoufie, and with thoſe | 
bitter bickerings with infidelity,that the true belec- 
uer doth. 

2. Faiths application of ' Chri/# ro the beleeuer| 
is with application of the beleeuer ro Chriſt, For 
faith hath as it were two hands;One receiuing Chriſt 
from God : theother-gtuing the belecuer ro God. 
And both theſe hands it cxerciſeth -at once. Ar 
the ſame time the belecuer applyes Chriſt to his 
awne heart, hee applies his heart to Chriſt, and 
cleaues to him witiz full purpoſe of ſoule. T his was 
notably (hadowed out vnder the ceremoniall lawe, 


Chrift, and the barnt-offring which as Paul hath in- 
rerpreted it, more ſpecially ſignified the _— 
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is lame on that hand, which ſhould offer the b»r7! 
offering, he onely takes Chriſt, hee giues not himlſelte 
19Chrift : hee offers the ſinne offering without the 
burnt offering . And therefore applying Chriſt to 
himfelfe, and not himſelfe to Chrijt , he miſapplieth. 
Indeed he may make ſome ſhew ot giuing himſelte 
to Chriſt, bur in truth hee reſerues himlſelic ro him- 
ſelfe : hee nouriſhes ſome ſpeciall ſinne orotherin 
himſelfe, and ſogiues himſelfe to Sathan, to fin, nor 
to Chrift.. As Herod gaue himſelfenot to Chriſt, but 
to Herodias,to his luf 3 and /#das gauc himfelfte not 
roChriſt,bur to the bagge, and tothe baggage of 
his couctouſneſle, 


| he apprehend heaven, & with ons inthe whales bel- 


3- A thicdproperty of true faiths apprehenſion 
is ſer out in 4brahams example , who is ſaid #v hope 
azainſt hope : when the belccuer is inheauy agonies, 
and feeletha very he{in his conſcience, yerthen can 


againſt ſenſe, 
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; Belecuing 


Rom. 


Heb.11.r, 


ly callypon God in faith: for faith is the ſut/tfence of 
things that are not, much morethen of things which 
indeed are, though not in-appearance. Itit can giue 
fubliſtence ro things that are nor ſubliſtent , much 
morethen appearance,and viſibility, to things that | 
are not viſible & apparant : ſo that faith canſee one 
contrary-in another, . inche very depth of hell, hea- 
uen, inthe very extremity of miſery, happinefſe, in 
the very middeſt of anger, mercy : andthe Woman | 
of Canaen; Mat. 15. can picke comfort ont of the re- 
proachfull name of dogge,-and when nothing but 
Waris to be ſeene in Gods face, yetrhen can itpierce 
through allthe thicke clouds, and behold thefweet 


tunſhine of Gods fauour & grace in Chriſt : through 
| the 


bh IT 


—— 


lob 27.10, 


” 7 a 
0017. 


| rrue belecuer goes further, and when there is a na- 
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the bent browes of the irefull Iudge can it ſeethe 
yearning andrelenting bowels of the compaſhonate | 
Father : the eyeoftrue faith can looke vpon God, 
not onely ſmiling, and inuiting vs to himſelfe by a 

ſweet and gractows, but allo lowring, and driviug vs 
away with a darke and cloudy countenavce: butthen | 
is our 7emporaries Faith cleane daſhed out of counte- 
nance Will the hypocrite pray alwaies? ſaith Job, and. 
ſo, will he beleeue alway? No, a little winde blowes | 
downe the Spiders webbe of his hope. When Gods | 
| hands arctull of gifts ro beſtow, then his faith is rea- | 
dy tolay hold on chem. Heeis liketo children that | 
come running to their father, whenthere is an apple 

in his hand to tolle them, but not when the rod is in 
his hand tocorrect them : orrather like to dogges, | 
which ifthey ſeea cruſt in your hand come fawning 

and glauering;but ifthey ſee a cudgell,and thatyou | 


runne away, or deſperately flye in your face. But the 


ked drawne {wordin Gods hand, yet hee dares ven- 
ter and preſſe rowards God : though the Lord ſet 
neuer ſo ſterne a countenance againſt him, hee will 


come toward them to ſtrike, eyther they fearetully | 


not be out-faced, butinan holy kinde of impudency 


| 


hee will out-looke him, and ſay z Lord, though thou 
looke vpon mee, as though thou wouldeſt {lay mec, | 
yet ſtill will l looke vpanthee for helpe ; Though thou 
kill mee, yet will 1truſt inthee : But in ſuch a caſe | 
the 7emporaries former iolly confidence vaniſherh:here 
is the triall of faith. 

Thus the rewporerie deceiues himſelfe in the parts 
of Faith. The ſigxes of faith are thoſe feelings, thoſe 
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ceit in this ioy and feeling : it is not ſolide,but onely 
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delights & ioyes which arefele in hearing the word, | » Andthe 


[ 


in prayer,in meditating of the promiſes: tor as in fee- _— > 
ding vpen ſweet and pleaſant meate there is a #atu- | diſcoued by 
rall,ſo alſo in faiths feeding vpon the promiles there |"; 

is a ſpiritual gladnes : and in this fpiritua!l foode allo ! 

that conjunction of filling the heart with food 05+ glad-, Afis 14. 
neſſe is true. Therefore Peter ioynes both thele ro- ' 1. Per x. g, 
gether, Ve beleeut and reioyce : now theſe comforts 

and ioyes the temporary in ſome fort fecles. Chriff| Vat 12 
ſayes, they receiue the word with ioy : Paul (ayes, they | Heb. 6. 

taſte of thegood word of God , and of the powers of the 

life to come. The lewes are ſaid to reioyce inthe light | Iohn 4. 

of 10h»s miniſtery. Herod is ſaid to heare 7obn willing- 
ly or chearfully: & hence he concludes faithto him- 
telte. But thetruth is, there is exceeding much de- 


ſuperficiary, onely a taſte as the Apoſtle tearmeth it, 
nocating to any purpoſe ; a ſ/ipping, no ſoaking, no, 
through digeſting ; a floating aloft in the riuer of! 
Chriſts bloud, no diving downe to the bottome, and 
as it were bnrying as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. And this 
may appearceby foure properties of the ioy of true Rom.s, 
faith which do not at al agree to the zemporaries joy. | 
1. Property is ſinceritie,whereby the belecuerre- | 1. Vaſound. 
toyceth inthe word, becauſe of the wordit ſelfe,and; 
the goodneſſe and holineſſethereof, bur the delight 
which the temporary belecuer raketh in the word,is 
rather for the noueltieof the dodqrinedeliuered, or 
for ſome affection they carry tothe Preacher, tor 
fome common and outward gifts, eyther of life or 
learning, or for his elocution, a&tion, words, phraſes 
mddlivery; or any ſuch likereſpe@. This was Saint 
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Auguſtines delight which before his conuerſion hee 
rooke in Saint Ambroſe Sermons, more forthe elo- 
quence ofthe words, then the ſubſtance ofthe mat- 
ter : and this alſo was the delight which Ezechiels 
auditours tooke in preaching. He was vnto them as 
the pleaſaur voyce of a Mulician , &:they commen- 
ded him much, bur yet rheirhearts ran after their co- 
uetouſnes, as did Herods afterhis inceſt, for all he de- 
lighted ſo much in Johns miniſtery. If hisioy in the 
word had beeneſincere, he would haue reioyced as 
well inthe doarineof the ſeuenth commandement 
as #1 any other : bntchis _ him. Thus is it with 
our temporary,he candelightinthe word asJong as 
it troubles him not in his beloued (innes : but ler it 
once touch him there, he ſpurnes preſently, & flings 
away. Therefore hee delighteth not in the word tin- 
cerely, becaule it is the wordof God, for then one 
art therof would be as welcome to him as another. 
Now the true beleeuer, euen when the word croſ- 
ſeth his corruption can yet then ſay with Paal, 2 de- 
light inthe law, concerning the inn'r-1n, 

2. Trueioy is a fall toy, as our Savtour ſpeaketh 
co his Diſciples , That your ioy may be full. The true 
beleeuer ſoreioyceth inthinges ſpiricuall, that hee 
wooly deſpiſeth the joy of things temporall, andin 
them reioyceth zeh:ly and overly, as though h: reioy- 
ced not. His ioy is a ſhouting :oy, ſuch as is the 109 of | 
harueft : Thou haft giuew me more toy faith Dauid they | 
when their Corne and Oyle aboynded, But the ioy 
which our Temporary findeth in thinges ſpirituall is 
nothing comparable to that in temporall. 72a ioy 
in the bazge was aboue that hee tooke in Chrift , - | 

is 
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his Doqrine. Herod tooke ercater delight and con- 
tentment in Herocjasthen in 7oby, and in the pro- 
phane damſels dauncing, then in the holy Prophets 


mons which he hard him preach, when was he euer 
ſo affe&ted, asto fay, lohn, aske what thou wilt, and it 
ſhall be ginen thee, exen to halfe of the kingdeme ? It 


neede he then to fil it vp with this carnall and fintull 
ioy ? Hee that is full, ſaith Salomon, loatheth the honey- 
combe, So hee thatisfull of this ſweer ſpirituall joy, 
loatherh the ſweeteſt and moſt delicious honcy- 
combes of the fleſh or the world. But the Tempora- 
ries teeth water after them. Hee islike thoſe fowle 


that as they fly alofr,ſo alſo they ſwim inthe waters: 
which asthey were vncleane vnder the law ſo aiſo is 
he, for that ſeeming to mount vp in ſpirituall ioyes, 


preaching. For among thoſe many powerfull Ser-, 


nw ſpirituall ioy of the Temporary were full,what 


| 


he yet withall ſ\wimmeth, yea, batheth himſelfe in 
the waters of carnall delights. Hence it is that the 
ioy of the temporary is but an obſcure and muddy 
ioy : for carnall ioyes mixed with ſpiritual), are as a 
dampe to put out their light , and as mud to trouble 
and diſtemper their cleare rivers; whereas the joy 
of the trv-= belceuer being free from ſuch diſtempe- 
rature, is farre moreclearc and lightſome. 

. Trueioyis aſtrong ioy, according to that in 
Kebomich, The toy of the Lord i your ſtrength. Ard 
this fren:thitſheweth ſpecially in three caſes. 

1. Inour paſsive obedience, in induring afflitions. 
Saint Paul guucth this reaſon, why the faichfull 
are ſo ynconquerable in their afflitions , ſtill by 
meanesof their patience poſleſling their ſoules, be- 
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cauſe the lene of God is ſpread abroad into our hearts 
bythe holy Ghoſt, Loe, the power of true and lively 
fecling of Gods ſweetneſle in Chri/t : it can make vs 
hold vp the head inthe greateſt deieftionss Excepr 
thy Law had beene my delight, ( faith the Prophet) 
ſhould now haue periſhed in mine affliction: being ouer- 
come by the extremitie of my tribulation, I ſhould 
haue done that which in effect Sawls perſecutions 
bad medo, namely,renounce the true God,and goe 
and ſerue other Gods, Where then there is a ſound 
delight inthe word, itkeepes a man from ſuch kind 
ofperiſhing:for,as the Apoſtle excellently ſaies,The 
peace of God gardeth our hearts in Chriſt leſus , that 
though our troubles and croſſes would plucke vs 
from Chriſt, yet wherethere is true peace, true ioy 
in the holy Ghoſt, itis ſo ſweet and comtartablc, 
that it holds vs faſt ro Chriſt, and for all our trou- 
bles, makes vs to ſay with Peter, It is 2004 being here, 
we knownot where to mend our ſclues: but the #em- 
porary beleener is not alwaies thus kept from periſh- 
| ing in affliction : for our Sanzonr of one kind of them 
' faith, that When perſecution of the word commeth, 
then he is offende1 , and inthe time of tentation aipar- 
| teth away. Now true ioy, as we {ay, is as a fountaine 
' of water, to refreſh and relicue vs in the greateſt 
| d:oughr , and inthe molt ſcorching heat ot perſecu- 
tion : but the 2emporartes ioy is as a ſtanding poole, 
which is dryed vp in the hear of the Summer, in 
perſecution he ſhrinkes, and therefore his ioy is not | 
the joy of true faith, 
2. The toy of the Lord tis our ſtrength in our atine 
— which is daily to bee performed in - 
| hole 
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whole courſe of our liues. When thou haſt inlarged my 
heart (faith Dauid) 7 ſhall runne the waies of thy com- 
mandements. Now it is ſpiricuall toy that inlargeth 
a Chriſtians heart, even as griefe contracts ir, And 
whenthe Chriſtians heart is thus inlarged, he hath 
ſuch freſh life and ſpirit put into him , that it makes 
him runne, even with the feet ofthe Hinde, ſwiftly, 
inthe Chriſtiansrace. Ir is as oyle, wherewith the 
body being ſuppled, is the more agile, andnimble 
for ation : as in /acob, after that he had beene ſoa- 
ked inthis oyle, and bathed in this bath of heavenly 
comforts in Bethel, as it were a generous and manly 
horſe refreſhed with a baite in his journey : the text 
ſaies, that he {;ft vp hs feet that is,-went cheerefully, 
and with good heart & courage, forward in his tra- 
uell. But our 2emporayy after his belt refreſhing with 
the ſpirituall delicates,riſeth vp with thoſe liraclites, 
roplay, heisas weake and impotent as before, ey- 
ther for reſiſting tempration , .or performing any 


Dauid, The trauclier that by the way drinks a good 
draught ofwine, isrefreſhed, and thereby inabled 
for his trauell : if hee onely fippe of it with his 
mouth, ſtillhe willremaine faint, and weary, vnable 
to hold on in trauell, So is it with the temporary be- 
lecuer, that onely ſippes of this ſpirituall wine, hee 
caunot poſhbly haue Dautas itrength, to runne the 
way of Gods commandements. Heere then is the dil- 
couery ofthe deceit of his heart inthis kind:he fece- 
leth often many comforts, and is ſometimes in pray- 
er,hearing,receiuing the Sacraments,and ſuch like 


CXCT- 


good duty. So farre is he from lifting wp his feet with | 
1acob , to runne the waies of Gods commandements with | 
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exerciſes eucn rauithed againe 3 bur yer for all this, 
| the fruit of a wel ordered hearc and litefolowes not. | 
And therefore in truth hee cannot haue any ſound : 
comfort in them,as anyeuidences of iuſtifying faith | F 
Luket.73. | for exceletly hath Zachary coupled theſe rwo things 
mepeete®® | together, To giue light tothem that [it in darknes, and 
in the ſkidow of death(which l interpret as well ot the 
light of ioy and comfort in the affections, as of know- 
ledge in the vuderſianding) and to guide our feete into 
the waies of peace, So that if once beingrefreſhed 
with the warmth of this light, ofthis fire, weriſe nor 
vp to walke in the waies ot peace, butſit ſtil] in the 
chaire of floth,holding the hand in the boſome: it is 
an argument it was no truelight, bur only a ſudden 
and deceirfull laſhing that ſhone vnto vs. 
| has 3- The ioy ofthe Lord ſhewerh ir ſtrength, in re- 
eq Pant | ceiuing ws after our falls, temptations, deiettions. As 
Plal.4.7.8. | we may ſec in Danid,in temptation and diſtreſle fec- 
ling the abſence of the ſpirit,and Gods eſtranging of 
himfelic from him, hee praies, Lord hft thou vp the 
light of thy countenance, (triving to recouer hislofle. 
Bur how,and by what argument? by the experience 
of the ioy which formerly hee had felc in the appre- 
henſfion of Gods fauour 3 Thou haſt giuen me more ioy 
then they haue had in abundance of corne &+ oyle. Loe, 
the ioy that Dauid had feltin Gods fauour in time 
paſt,ſer his tceth on edge afterit againe: anotable 
ptoperty of true ſpiritual ioyzit makes vs cleaue faſt 
to God, who is the matter of our toy, cuen thE when 
either hee is departing from vs, by withdrawing his 
| facefrom oureye , or we aredeparting from him, 
by withdrawing our necks from his yoke : we haue 
an 
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| anexample in the Apoftaticall Church of the 1/rae- 
| lites, conceiuing a purpoſe of returning againe to 
| the Lord,for that it was better with her beforegthen 
| ſince herreuolt. And fo the prodigell ſonne, when he 
' was pinched with famine, calling to minde the for- 
| mer good fare at his Fathers houſe, reſo]ueththere- 
; vpon toreturne home againe. Hence it was that 
| Chriſt going about to recouer the Church of Fphe- 
| xs, ſomething fallen, he purs her in mind of her for- 
mer eſtate, and the happy priuiledges thereof which 
now ſhee wanted : Remember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, &c.That is,conſider what kinde of 
eſtate thou waſt in,in the time of thy farſt loue, how 
full of peace, ioy in the holy Ghoſt, liberty ot ſpirit, 
&c. and then, repentance aud doing the firſt works 
wil follow.For he that hathonce taſted of the ſweer 
of this ioy, is ſo affeed therwith, that with Pau/he 
would rather dye then looſe it.. And therefore, fee- 
ling it to be ſomething ecclipſed by his fals, hee can 
fneuer be atreſt, till by renuing of his repenrance,he 
be againerepoſſeſſed of ir. Butnow it is farre other- 
wiſe with the baſe counterfeit ivy of the 2emporarie 
belecuer.' The true beleeuers ioy ariſeth from a 
through apprehenſion of Gods mercy by faith, from 
a through fecling of the warmth of the Euangelicall 
wine, cheering him euen at the very heart, and ther- 
tore this ioy obtained the chiefetie and {oueraignty 
in his ſoule,for the toy in-outward things was,but as 
a (hadow,and in themyas before was [aid,heereioy- 
ced', as though hee reioyced not. Hence jt then com- 
meth topaſle, that fin having prophaned andſome- 
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comkorts if great-abundance preſent themſclues, | 
andtheirſernice, yet they are in his account but | 
miſcrable comforters : no, for all them he droupes, ! 
and hangs down the head, and hangs vp hes harps,re- 
membring the comforts of Szon,and thole ſweet ſorgs 
of the night, wherewirh God was once wont to fil his 
mouth,he begins to thinke with himſelfe: O in what 
happy caſe was [, when [ walked faithfully and vp- 
rightly with my God ! O the ſivect ſongs of the 
night, & heaucnly-inſpirationsof che almighty ! O 
the gracious viſitations ofthe ſpirit , and teachings 
of thereines in the night ſeaſon! How was I then fed 
with the bread of Angels,and teaſted with the dain- | 
tieſt of thoſe heauenly delicates? Why then do 1 de-| 
prive my ſelfe of all theſe comforts by mine owne 
negligence? VWhy returne Inot againe to my good 
God, to enioy his heretofore taſted ſweetnefle ? But 
now the temporaries ioy arileth onely from a very 
{1ight and ſuperficial apprehenſion of the promiles, 
onelyfr5m a fipping of this wine inthe mouth and 
not from any operation therof at the hart: Andther- | 
fore his ioy, as we ſhewed, was greater in outward 
things then ih ſpirituall: and henceirt comes to paſle 
that whenforthe retaymag oftheſe remporall com- | 
forts he begins to fal,his fpirituall ioy,by this means 
once interrypted, quite dyerh : for it was not ofthat 
force, toleaue fodeepean imprefion in his heart | 
asthat afterward he ſhould be affected with the re- 
membrance thereof in ſo powerfull a manner as 
thereby to beerayſed vp againe, toſceke the Lord a 
freſh by a renued at of faith and repentance. But 
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quickning and reuiuing vertuein it, that hee cannot 
butremember it,cuen in his more grieuous fals, and 
with the Propher,in the remembrancethercof, ſay, 
1will nexer forget thy Precepts : for by them thou haſt 
quickned me. 

I V. The ioy of true faith is a more orderly , and! 
leiſurely ioy, it comes not all on the ſudden , but v- 
ſually by certaine Reppes and degrees, in this man-| 
ner. Firſt the beleeuer ſees his owne finfull wrerch- 
edneſle, cleerely repreſented to his cyes in the glaſle 
ofthe Law, and therevpon agaſt with fo fearctull a 
ſight, he is in greatdiſtreile, tecling how bitter and 
burdenſome his (innes are:for which being through- 
ly pricked and perplexed in conſcience,*and know- 
ing there is noremedy but faith in Chriſt, he begin- 


neth to hunger for Chriſts righteouſneſſe, and for 
faith coapprehendirt , yawning in his defires , euen 
like the dry and thirſty ground. This faith when at 
length hee hath got by many ſtrong and loud cryes 
ſent vp to the throne of Grace, hefeeleth his minde 
calmed , and beginnethto reioyce in the ſaluation 
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hauc in thoſe conuertsof Peter, who were firſt prick- 
ed and wounded in ſpirit, crying out to the Apo- 
files for ſomereleefe, and then afterward, hearing 
the promiſes, and receiuing the Sacraments, they 
were repleniſhed with the toy of the Holy Ghoft. 


it prouteth forth like 7994s gourde, ſuddenly in one 
night. And therfore in the parable iris ſaid, char rhe 
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ſeed in the ſtony ground incontinently ſprung farth. 
Andinthe —__ of the parable, Chriſt fayes 
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that immediately vpon the firſt bearing , without any 


rouch of conſcience, wichour any through humilia- 
tion going before they receive theword with toy, But 
the good ground brings'forth,as other of herfruites, 
ſo this o! 10y, with parrence, as Luke hath it : oras the 
Grecke word may beare, in expec7taion or tar:ance, 
namely, for the fit ſeaſon, Ir is ſpoken, Irtake it, in 
oppoſition to the ſtony ground , which was {aid ro 


bring forth preſently -vpon the receipt ot'rhe. ſecde. | 


Butthe good grounddoth rather teltraine, or keepe 
in it ſelfe, duth not ſo ſuddenly-pur forth it felfc, as 
the ftony ground, bur retaines the ſead within, till 
the iuſt time of bringing forth bee come, Where- 
fore this ouer violent haſtineſſe, that is in our Tempo- 
rsries 10y, and fo alſo other of his onens giveth vs 
uſt cauſe to ſuſpe@ them as deceitful, and to feare 
in them the truth of the common Prouerbe, Soone 
ripe, ſoone rotten. As intraucllers,he that at the firſt 
is ſo fice and frolike, and ſpurresit, and gallops it 
fo luſtily, hee ouertakes indeed many in the way, 
and Jeaues them behinde, bur ar length his horſe is 
tyred,and then he is overtaken, to his ſhame, of the 
more ſober and moderate rider, whom erewhile he 
paſſed by, as an ouerflow.companion: ſoin this ſpiri- 
tuailiourney our Sauiournotethir, that many of the 
firſt that outſtript their felowes, ſhallbe laſt, when. the 
laft ſhal be firſt. How far was 1«4as at firft, before 1V+- 
codemus ? Nicodemms cameclolely, and by ſtealth to 
Chriſt, and was onely a nightprofeſſour ; 1445 fol- 
lowed him openly inthe day, inthe ſight of all men: 
when Nicodemes was but a{low ſcholler, ſcarſe. capa- 
ble ofthe firſt elements of Chriſtianity, asnaniely, 
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of the doctrine of Regeneration, Iudes Was a forward 
and zealous Preacher : And yet atlaſt, Nicodems 
that was laſt ; became firſt, and Indas that was firſt, 
became /aff ; when 1#das did treacherouſly berray 
Ciriſtin the night, he did faithfully profeſſe him in 
the day, and when 1#4as his great faith was turned 
into hellith deſpaire, then hee went and hung him- 
ſelfe, then did Nicodarmws his little faith , become 
ſtrong and bold, that he durſt openly begge, and ho- 
nourably bury the body of Teſus. Heethat runnes 0- 
ucr eagerly at the firſt beginning of his race, quicke- 
ly runnes himſelfe out of breath, and cannor poſh- 
bly hold out. Vntimely fruites , children that come 
betore their timegare vaſhapen, and deformed chil- 
dren, arid doe not liue. So are theſe remporaries, 
whoſe graces.come out ofthe wombe, before they 
haue their-iuſt conception, miſhapen, and defor- 
med Chriſtians,.and ſuch kind of graces quickly va- 
niſh : Jt fareth with them as.with children that are 
to0 timely witty and wiſe:aboue their age 3 of whom 
wee ſay, and experience fhewes as much , they are 
not long lined : when we ſce a Chriſtian,at the very 
firſt daſh breakeforth intozeale , aboue the age of 
his Chriſtianity, itis bur anvill ſigne, a preſage of no 
durable foundneſſe - The flattering of the Sunne 
rayes often drawes forth the bloſſomes very earely: 
bur afterward come colde nips, and then all is mar- 

red,andit had beene better they had not been fo for- 
ward. [tis good then for Chriſtians, that wouldnor 
deceiue themſclues, to take heede of the ſtony 
gronnds ouerforwardnes : in their firſt beginnings to 
be wiſely moderate : when they are but childrenin 
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Chriſt to ſpeake, and doe as children, and as David 
ſpeaketh in another caſe,not ro vndertake, or venter 
on things too high for them, rather to imitate Py- 
thagoras Schollers, of whome tbe beſt and moſt ro- 
wardly were to hold their peace for the two firſt 
yeeres, and not, before thus throughly ripened, to 
ſhew themſelues. Then may they haue ioye as of 
other of their gifts, ſo of theſe ioyes and feelings 
whichnow op_—_ of. But the termporaries reioy- 
cing is not good. Though God giue him ſome taſts 
and feelings, yerthey are not as any earneſt of a grea- 
ter payment to follow, fo as they arero the elect, e- 
uen the firſt fruits, promiſing an ample harueſt , but 
onely a /«y of pretious wares, which oftentimes is 
giuen to chapmen that never buy, andpurchaſc the 
whole:for this ioy wanteth both fenceritie, being de- 
filed : falveſe being ſicight and defetine : frevgrh 
being faint and feeble : woderation being vaſcaſona- 
ble Sena and haſty. And therefore,though a kind 
of ſpiriruall joy, yet forthis deceit, deſerueth 
the ſame checke wherewich Salowor 
rebuketh the carnall, Thos ar: 
madde, what is it that 
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Of the deceit of the temporary beleeuers [errowes, 
| *  - and deſires, 


He deceits that are in the remporatics faith 
thus opened , wee come in the next place to 
ſpeake of his deceits in the matter of repentance. 
Where it cannot be denied, but that he may goe ve. 
ry farre inthe probable reſemblance of repentance; 
inſomuch as hee himſelfe, as well as others, may 
thinke he hath in truth repented. To examine this 
more particularly, in the particulars of repentance, 


and firſt in that which is inward, and then in that 
which'is outward therein. 

1. Forthe inward prattiſe of repentance , there are 
two fpeciall things wherein heedeceiues himlelfe, 
Sorrow, Deſire. The former reſpecting time palt : 


| 


the latrer time preſent and to come. 

1. For his /orrow, hee is wondrous wide, hee fee- 
leth no doubr, oftentimes ſome remotſe, the prickes 
and ſtings of an accuſing conſcience, 2s it were the 
arrowes of the almighty Ricking in his ribbes : aud 
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2 Hig repen- 
tance, 


hereupon concludes hee hath his part in godly for- 


who feele greater gripes, and panges of vpbrai- 
ding , and vexing conſciences, then doe the Di- 
uels themſelues, and the moſt deſperate repro- 
bates? fo that if this reaſon were good, they alſo 
ſhould haue godly ſorrow. Indeede thele compun- 


Qions of heart ; theſe horrors, and rerrors in me 
clec 


row. But exceeding fal(ly, and deccittully : For | p:yuc4 ice. 
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elect are anotable preparatiue to godly ſorrow, and 
they areas the prickesof theneedle, making way for 
the-thred : as wee may ſce inthe example of that 
troupe of Saint Peters conuerts: nevertheleſle they 
areto be diſtinguiſhed trom repentance ir ſelfe, as be- 
ing common tothe reprobate,with the ele. Ther- 
fore as the ficke patient ſhould decciue himſelfe- in 
thinking hee had taken a ſufficient purge, becauſe 
hee hath taken a preparatiue z or as hee ſhould de- 
ceiuve him{elte, that ſhould thinke hee were centred 
ta:re enough into the houſe, that. ſtands onely inthe 
entry, orthe porch + fo doth heere our temporary de- 


lude hisſoule, mittaking ſome preparatory , and n- | 
troduttorieworkes vnto repentance, for repentance | 
it ſelfe.. For notwithſtanding thoſe penitentiqries ip | 
the Ads were miſerably wracked, - ayg| toppyentes | 
in conſcience, and feltthe two edged {word of ihe 
ſpirit piercing through their ſoules, yet when they | 
demanded of Peter what they ſhould doe, namely, ! 
to bee eaſed of their preſent difireſle, recciued: this 
anſwer; Repert:belike then they had notrepented as 
yet, for all the ſmart of their rubbing & galling con- 
ſciences. Nay marke,how Peter preſcribes repentance 
as the onely ſoneraigneremedy to relceeue them in 
that their agony, Loe then, yer a fouler and grol-| 
ſer deceir,to take the diſeaſe forthe remedy, ro thinke 

that becauſethey have the wound curable onely by 
the ba/me of Gilzad, therefore they haue the balme | 
it ſelfe. So alſo our Santony calleth ſuch as are in| 
this caſe, men heauy laden and wearied wich the bur: 
then of finhesguilr, and bids them-come vato'him. 
A man therefore may be burthened with the ep 
| o 
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of finne,and yer (as yet) not cometo-Chriſt, Yea» 
there is as great difference betwixt being thus hea” | 
uy loaden, and.comming to Chriſt,7as berwixt har | 
wing a burthen on ones backe, andrhe having of jt | 
taken off ; for therefore doth ' Chriſt'call fech ro. 
come vnto him, that by this meanes they might bee | 
eafcd. And yer moreplainly doth our Sauiour clecre | 
this, when hefaith, thatheecame zo call /xners (vn- | 
deiſtanditof. finners laden with theburthen of their | 
ſinnes;fceing and bewailing their'miſerie) 79 reper-! 
tance. Therefore to feelc ones ſelfe a finner, and to 
bee couched with the ſenſe of our miſery, is-not al- 
waies repentance. ' Andintheplace forcalleadged, 
| Math. 11.28. hee bids:fuchas ate laden with finne; 
| | thatis, ſuch as fcele the ſmart of ſinnes guilt preſſing 
| the conſcience, cuenthem he bids tolearne-humili- 
tie : which ſhewes that a man may beaftetted with 
ſome ſenſe of fin, and yet not truely humbled in god- | M:1.9. 
ly ſorrow: Bur. that his. deceit, in-thinking hee| 314 <coue- 
hath godly ſorrow , may the better appeare, ler ans” ofgol- 
vs briefly examine -1t- by the properries' of godly; |; ſorrow. 
ſorrow. 48 tati2 46 6 : 
Firſt, Godly orrow reſpects the /nne more than | onbel 
the pyniſpment, and maketh the repenting ſinner to | the kn moP, 
be of this minde, that hee cares not what outward: 
puniſhmenthee indures,.ſotharthce might feele rhe | 
ul: of bis innewyaſhed out of his conference, and! 
behold the louing countenanceof God in Chriſt. 
The voict af gadly forrowis that of Dauid, Take a- | 
way the treſpaſſe of thy ſeruant. Irtisithe'rveſpaſſe hee 
would.baue taken away.:. for as for rhe puri/bment, 
_ heſtoodaticaed ler his owne wordes afrer- 
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ward witneſſe when he ſpeakes thus to God, ler rhine 
hand be upon me and my Fathers houſe. But it is onely 
che puniſhment either felt, or feared , that cauſerh 
thathowling and crying, which ſomerimes is inthe 
wicked remporarie, as Eſau,._Ahab, ludas, &e.: The 
voyce of this baſe ſorrow is that of Pharoh, take away 
this plague, namely, ofthe outwardſcourge, not teke 
1w4) ths hard heart, a.greaterplague then any, yea, 
then all the cenneplagues. Marke the difference be- 
twixt Pharavh and David ; the flanes griefe, which is 
tor the whip, and the fonnes, which isfor offending 
his kinde and loving father. The one isthe griefe of 
love, the other of feareand hatred. | 
Secondly,Godly ſarrow'is laſting and durable, My 
finne (aith Dauid, is ener before me. Their humiliati- 
on is.. a continuall a&, renewed daily ; infomuch 
char if theyſometime through weakeneſſe omit it,] 
they recompence it with an extraordinary meaſure 
thereof afterward. The Prophet ellewhere complay- 
neth, that his #eares were as his ordinary food, which 
if men omitone day, they cate the more for ir the 
next. But the ſorrow of theſe temporaries are agueiſh, 
and comes onely by firs and farts, Yet herein 
nor agueiſh, that agues are conſtant in their fits, 
and ſome of them hold long, theſe ſorrowes are ve- 


1 


y vncertaine and momencany. They may be ſome- 
times, 4s a graue diume fpeaketh, ſermon icke bur no 
otherwiſe then men are /eaſicke, who arepreſenily 
well againc, when they come to ſhoare. Heere then 
is the deceitof the reporerie , that thinkes he hath 
ſurrowedenough, if that at any time hee feele any 


pavge: of theſc-paſhons, avy qualwes of griefe Nag 
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ſmall workings of ſorrow to diſquiet him bur a little ./ 

Alike, as if one, feeling the fleſh to ſmart after the 
plaiſter newly applyecd to the ſoare ſhould preſently 

take off che playiter, and thinke it had wrought e- 

nough; whereas the playſter mult lye on (till, 'wll ir 
haue eaten out the corruption wholly. Andſo mult 
this corroſiue of godly ſorrow , applycd once tothe 
feſtered ſores of our {inues ſtill remaine with vs till 
they be throughly healed, that is,toour dying day; 
and then all zeares, even the teares of godly forrow 


| 


it ſclfe, /all be wiped away, but not before. | Reucl 7.17, 


Thirdly, godly ſorrow, yea, the very firſt ſeedes| : 
and preparations thereof, thole terrours and hor- iy 
rours that are in the conlciences of the ele, they 
ſtill driue them co God;and fit them for the hand of | | 
God, to bee wrought and framed thereby. As wee 
may ſee in them whom Peters Sermon pricked.' 
' Their wound made them ſecke for phylicke, and 
draue them to the Phyſition, ro the men and Mi-| 


| niſters of God. Now Judas alſo had his rerrours of 


conſcience : fo alſo had Saul his. But whither did 
they drive them; The formernor to Chriſt, but to| 
the enemies of Chriſt, the high Prieſts, and the Di- 
uell, ro whom he went, when! he went to the halter. 
The latter alſo, notto prayer, not to God, not to 
themen of God, but ro Muſicke, tothe Harpe, and | 
atthelaſt to the Witch of Exdor, ro the Duel. So, 
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they draue Care to the: building of Cities, think-' | Gen. 4. 17; 


ing to deceiue thoſe terrours by that imployment 
of his minde, Thus alwaies doth the zemporarie 
when God ſhootes his arrow into the {tde of his 


conſcience, flye from him, asa dog from him that 
ftrikerh 
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{triketh him with a cudgell, and ſeckes any where 
rather for reliefe than at his hands : for ſuch is his 


deſpaire,whereof he is ſwallowed vp, and ſuch is his 


deſperate malice and hatred againſt GOD inthis 
caſe, that he canuorſo much as whiſper the leaſt {il- 
lableto him. Ir is otherwiſe with the cle& of God. 
Paul being fearefully wounded and confounded in 
his minde, could yet then fay to that God that did 
allchat vnto him, Lord, what wouldeff thou have mee 
to doe? 

Fourthly, Godly ſorrow worketh Repentance , a 
change and alteration of heart, cauſing vs to hate 
ſinne, andlouerighteouſnefle. And A reaſon is, 
for that in godly forrow the heart is moulten, and 
wholly liquefied and diflolued, and ſo being made 
ſoft and tender, reccjueth the ſtamp and iwpreſle of 
Gods Spirit. Burt in theſe our Temporaries no ſuch 
matter. They may otherwhile ſhed a few who; i// 
tcares, and hang down the head like a Bulruſh for 2 day, 
with thoſe 7ewes : but filthy ſwine that they are, af- 
ter they haue waſhed themſelues(in the waters,one 
would hane thought of Repentance ) they returne 
preſently to their wallowing in the mire of their 
tormer filthineſſe. hab falts and pinches his car- 
kaſe with ſackecloth , and goes creeping and crou- 
ching ; but had hee ever trucly repented for oppreſ- 
ling of poore Naboth, would hee ſo ſoone after haue 
fallen into the ſame ſinne of oppreſſion, in the vn- 
uſt impriſonment of the holy Prophet Micaiah, 
where the circumſtance of the perſon oppreſlcd, 


| adderh weight to the {inne? If ithad beene true re- 


pentance, hishand would not ſtill haue remained 
bloudy 
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bloxdie , nor his care vacircumciſed, todiſtafte the | 
wholeſome Prophecies) of faithfull Mrcaiah. Eſau, | 
euen inthe middeſt of his yelling,falſly accuſecth 74- 
cob his brother for coſenage, ſceketh to haue a bleſ- 
ling ſeuered from his brothers , and carryeth a via- | 
ditiue minde againſt him , purpoſing to murther 
him. Yea F&/:x, when ſtrucken with the maicſtic of 
the word in Pauls mouth,ſo that he trembled againe 
for feare,yet cuen then he remained the ſame couc- 
tous Felix that before: at that very inſtant he trem- 
bled, hee coucted, and expeRed a bribe of Pav!, 
when he gaue Paul ſome occaſion, to expe repen- 
tance of him. Thus alſo when Gods thre atnings 
inthe miniſtery of Moſes wrung Feares out of the If: 
' raclites eyes, yet they could not wring rebe/i0x out 
of their hearts: for being threarned to dye in the 
| wilderneſſe for their thoughts of returning into -&- 
| g3pt,and rherfore c6mandednor to go the next way 
to Canaan, bur to goe backe againe1nto the defart, 
; that ſo the denounced ſenrence might be exccured; 
they ſeemed muchto be moued herewith , &hum- 
| bled themſclues in weeping and confefſion of rheir 
fines : but yer for all this,they would by no meanes 
be perfwaded to obey the commaundement of nor 
going on ftrait forward toward Cavan. I he like 1s 
to be thought of 1u4as his griefe : for ali thar,ſtillhe 
remained the ſame old 1zdas that before, There 
wasnot any true hatred of his (inne wrought in his 
heart ; forthen hee could not have added murther 
to murther. Nay,if he had lived, he would haue bin 
ready to haue played ſome new prancke. Thus 


i: is with all remporaries. Though they ſhed _ 
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of teares, though they water theirconches, andeven | 
bath: and ſocke themſelues in this ſalt brine , yer for 
all this they remaine vnſeaſoned and vnmortified. 
T heir leopards ſpots ſtill remaine vnwaſhen, their 
Blackamores hide vnchanged. But godly ſorrow is 
of thatnature, that the loule once drenched , and 
baptized with the teares thereof, receiuethſuch a 
tinfture and dic of grace, that will neuer afterour. 
There is no diſtillarzon of hearbs ſo precious for 
the curing of bodily, as this of godly ſorrowes 
reares for the healing our ſoules infirmities. The 
aire is not ſo cleared, when the cloud is diflolued by 
raine, asthe mind when the clouds of our iniquities 
are diffolued by the raine ofrepenting tcares. Theſe 
waters are the red (ea , wheretmthe whole armic of | 
our finnes is drowned. Bur for that theſe waters it. | 
tie rermporary are but ſhallow, and want their iu! | 
depth, therefore his ſins are not choaked, but rather 
deliciouſly bathed therein. And fo much for the 
remporary ſorrow. 
His defires arenoleſſe deceitfull. Defereis recko- 
ned by Paul among the fruits or parts of repen- 
tance. And in temporaries there ſecme oft times to 
be good motions,diſpoſitions;and'defires after good 
things. They inthe Goſpell, hearing the excellent 
diſcourſe of our S4ui#r , concerning the heauenly 
Manna,cryed out,as affeted cherewith, Lord ener- 
more gine vs of this bread. And Agrippa was fo farre 
wrought vpon by Paul, that he ſaid, Thou almoſt prr- 
{wadeit me to become a Chriſtian. But theſe deſires of 
the temporary arenotſound : For, 
1. Trye deſires are no faint defires, but ſuch p 
make 
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; make vs faint, they are ſo eager and earneſt; like che 
| defires of couetous men, who with 4/4b, will bee 
| ficke for their neighbours vineyard , they long for it 
 ſodeliroufly. And thereforethe Apoſtle ſaith, Couet 
after ſpirituall things; yea, like the defire of Rahel af- 
 rer children , which made her ſay ; Giue mee children 
or 1 ae. Sec it in Dauid : Like as the Hart brayeth after 
the riners of water, /o doth my ſoule after thee O God. 
; And againe, My ſoule deftreth after thee like the thirſty 
; ground, Bur our tcmporaries delires are nothing fo 
| ſtrong : hedoth not as God commaunds, oper hs 
mouth wide ; & cannot ſay with Dani, My heart brea- 
keth for deſire to thy tmdgements; nor with the Church 
1 am ſiche of lone, nor as Si{era in his naturall thirſt, 
1 die for thirft, cine me drinke : for this is the nature 
| of ftrong and feruent defies, to beſo impatient of 
| delay, that rhey commonly veritic S4/9mors Pro- 
| uerbe, The hope that is deferred us th: fainting of the 
| ſonle. Theretore our Saujour bleſlech indeed thoſe 
that hunger and thirſt for his righteouſneſſe, bur 
yer ſuch as hunger and thirſt in owrning , which 
was thathe requiredbefore vnto bleſſedneſle: the 
bleſſed deſires then are onely rhoſe which areſo af- 
feftionate,thar they make the delirer to mourne,fee- 
ing his deſire not to be fulfilled : but now our tems- 
porary,though he deſire grace, yet he feeles no hear- 
tie griefe in the want of grace, this neuer troubles 
hit; it never breakes his fleece: Therefore his de- 
fires are not right, 

2. | True deſires of good things are exceeding 
painefolland laborious,in auoiding all hinderances, 
| and in'\fing all good helps and furtherances. There- 
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fore our Sauiour compares them tothe naturall de- 
fires of hanger, andihirff, Now hunger, as welay, 
| will breake through a ſtone wall, it will make a man 
Mat.5-4 | eatehis owne fleſh, ratherthen to beſtarued. And 
' Dauids thirſk made him venter the lives of his three 
werthies. In nature the concupiſcibletaculty is ſecon- 
ded with the rreſcible , our deſire is backed with 
our anger; fothat being crofled in our deſires, our 
anger preſently is vp 1n armes, and labourech the 
remouall of that which crofſerh. So fire beſide its 
lizht,wherby ir deſirerh as it were the higheſt place, 
hath alſo heate, to conſume all obſtacles that with- 
ſtand his aſcent. But now our temporaries deſires are 
nothing elſe bur idle,lazie,and lusking wiſhes, ſuch 
as the {luggards, whereof Salomon thus ſpeaketh : 
Pro-21-25-26 | The deſire of the luggard ſlayeth him : for his hands re- 
Pro,13 5. | fuſe toworke. And againe, T he luggardluſteth, but 
hath nought.Why? becauſe the Lionin the way terri- 
ficth him,the toyle of working skares him:he would 
faine haue mear,but he will not worke-+ and fo thoſe 
inthe Goſpel would faine haue the heauenly bread; 
ty Lord, enermore giue vs of this bread, but they will not 
as Chriſt tels them, take che pains to come vnto him 
by faith for it:for God hath appointed that as in the 
naturall , ſo alſo in the ſpiritualllife , in the ſweate of 
thy browes thew ſhalt line, But our ſluggiſh Tempo- 
rary will none of thar,he deſires and deſires, bur Rill 
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ſelte : ike the dore that turnes vpon the hinges , bur 
yet hangs ſtill vpon them, it comes not off for all the 


| faint and weake deſires , ſtill hangs faſt vpon the 


ts. th i 
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lies lurking in his bed, gaping and ſtretching him- | 


turnings ; ſo hee, for all the turning of his heart in | 
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hinges 
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hinges of his finnes, and cannot poſhbly come out 
| of che power of iniquity : ſeeing many rubbes in the 
| way of his defires,he hath noſpirit or courage to go 

abour toremouethem , to breake through the hoſt 
ofthe ſpiricuall Philiftimes for the getting of the ſpi- 
| rituall waters: He can wiſh with Balaam, O that my 
| {oule might dye the death of the right:ons : But he doth 
| not alike deſire chelife ot the righteous. It he deſire 
| Vertue y yet not the meancs that ſhould bring him 

ro ic, and thus deſiring vertue,jhe pines and periſhes 


! 


; inthe wantof it: Hell month it ſelfe, as one ſays, is 
| full of ſuch flight and flethſal wiſhes. Such as were 


diſcourſe, cryed out, affefted therewith , Bleſſed 
are they that eat bread in the kingdome of God, But 
as our Sauiour there ſhewes in his anſwere, they (ut- 
ter euery light occaſion of Farmes, Oxen, Wiues to 
deraine them. And ſo as the Temporarie; defire is an 
tale, fo alſo it is a 4/obedient delire, that will not ſub 
mit it ſelfe to Gods commaundemenr in the vle of 
themeanes: but thetrue belecuers deſire is laboriows 
2nd ſo dutifell, ſubieRing itſelfeto the vie of the 
meanes commanded, and as earneſtly deſiring thoſe 
meanes, as the end itfſelfe, as David, when rauilhed 
with the medication af the geod mans bleflednes , 
preſently conceiued this deſire; not, O that I had 
this happineſle, bur, O thar Icould vſe themeanes 
to bring me to this happineſſe, 0 that my waies were 
ſo direiFed,th:t Imight keepe thy ſtatutes: and againe, 
my heart '-reaketh for deſire to thy indge ments. 

3. Trucdeſires are conſtant , as in David, inthe 
wordes laſt mentioned, my heart breaketh for deſire 
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to thy iudgcments alwaies. The reaſon is, becauſe 
true deſires are inſatiable. The good Chriſtian 
though he haue neuer fo much grace, yet ſtill feeles 


' his wants, and the more hee hath the more hee de- 
fires, and when theſe ſfpirituall riches increaſe (con- 


trary to Davids prohibitionin the temporal) hee ſets 
his heart pon them: And therefore ſtil bis ſoule imi- 
rateth the horſeleeches voice,that cry,g/ue, gine:but 
the deſires of the temporarie, though ſometimes for 
the time they may ſecme violent,yer at length they 
vaniſh away as the morning dew; as God himſelfc 
cenſureth thoſe good affettions which ſecmed to 
be in the Ifraclites, The motions, and aftecions 
which he hath in good things, arenot much vnlike 
tothoſe which the true beleeuer hath ſometimes in 
euill : For as he in temptations ſometimes may bee 
tickled, and teeleſome pricking in his delirestothe 
way of wickedneszas once Daxid,when he began to 
entertaine thoſe thoughts, I haue waſhed iy hands 


thoſe thoughts, andſo mockes Sathan, to whom he 
made faire of comming to him, as Pa#z4 did, when 
for all his beginning to yeeld,yert in the end he came 
in with that bt, or yet : Tet for all that 1 ſaid ere- 
while, God s good,ehe. fothisour temporary, though 
otherwhile he may haue,as weſay, a months minde 
to _— apd with Agrippa be halte perſwaded 
to be a Chriſtian, yet the 'conclufion is, I will not 
leaue my former courſe, and fo h:ze mocks God, 
whom hee bore in hand, that be would become his 
Diſciple. | 

| CHar. 


in innocency in vaine:yet in concluſion he quenches 
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Cnar. VII. 


Of the aeceits of the temporary in the outward prattiſe 
of Repentance. 


Fig thus deteQed the deceitfulneſle of the | 
tempporaries repentance inthat which is inward, | 
this Chapter ſhall bee ſpentinſhewing the deceir of 
that which is outward, both that which is in words, 
and in deeds: for the former, there are two ſpecials, 
wherein the 1c-porary decejueth himſelfe;Confe/5i09 
and Prayer, 

1, For confeſ5ion, it cannot bee denyed but that it 
isa worthy ſeruice of arepenting ſinner, or elſe God 
would neuer have promiſed ſogreat areward to it: 
if wee confeſſe our finnes, hee s faithfull to forgine. 
tobinthelarge Catalogue of his good works, where- 
with he cheered himſelſe in that heauie agonie, a- 
mongſt the reſt reckoneth the confefhon of his ſins 
for one, If 1haxe hid my finne, as did Adam, ce. And 
David having ſaid , take away the treſpreſſe of thy ſer- 
vant, to make goodthat ſpeech, and to proouc him- 
ſelfe Gods ſeruant, he addeth, for 1hine done {o0liſh- 
ly; as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimating 
that ifhe deſerued notto be called Gods ſeruant, in 
regard of his late finne, yet, atleaſt inregard of his 
latter ſeruice of confeſſion: yea elſewhere when only 


a puzpoſe of confeſſion conceined by him, Gods 
care was inhis heart, before his confeſſhun was in his 
rongue 3 1 thought I would confeſſe my ſinne, ana thou 
forganeſt me: for as only the man wakened out of his 
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dreame can tell his dreame, ſo only the man awake- 
ned out of his finnes by repentance, can truly con- 
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fefſe them. Wherefore howſocuer temporaries, and 
vnregenerate men may make an outward confeſſion 
as Saul, !udas, Pharaoh, and others did, yet the truth 
is, there is much guile in their confeſſions, 

1. True confeſſion muſt come aswe ſee inthe Pub- 
licane,from atouched and troubled {oule, from that 
broken and bleeding heart of Dauid, from that mel. 
ting and relenting heart of 7o/7ah : This is the ſacri- 
fice which the Lord will not deſpiſe. But our temporary 
knowes itnot, the paine of the wracke onely wrings 
the confeſſion from him , not the mercy of that 
ſweet God, whom he hath offended. And therefore 
as we ſee in Pharaoh,when he is off of the wracke, he 
begins to ſing another note,and to vnſay and call in 
ina manner,his confeſſion. 

2.[e muſt come alſo from a belecving heart , lay- 
ing hold vpon mercy : As Dan. 9. 9. Yet compaſſion 
and for giuenes i with the Lord, albeit we hane rebelle1 
azainſt him. And Ezr. lo. 2. We hanetreſpaſſed,cs c. 
yet now there « hope in Iſrael concerning this, namely, 
for the forginenes of thisfinne. This the temporary 
in his diſtreſſe, cannot doe. 1udas could ſay 1haue 
ſin»ed,pbur forhis life he could not adde thofe words 
of Danid,Take away the ſinne of thy ſeruant. Nay hee 
couldnot ſay that confeſſion, 7 hawe ſinned, to God, 
but only to the high Prieſts:for he was wholly ſwal- 


lowed yp ofdeſpaire. His repentance was a deſpe- 
rate repentance,nottempered with faith,ſo as is the 
true repentance. And therefore our Sauiour prea- 
ching repentance ſaith, Repeyt and beleene. 


3-Con- | 
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3. Confeſſion muſt come from an honeſt heart, 
purpoſing not toſinne, that ſo with the confeſſion 
we may ioyne alſo the confuſion and ouerchrow of 
ſinne ; He that confeſſeth and forſaketh (that is, hee 
that in the very a& of confefling forſaketh hs ſinne 

ſhall fnd mercy. This was the confeſſion of that good 
Shecaniah,Ezra 10.2.3 .We haut treſpaſſed, &c. Now 
therefore let vs make a conenant with the Lord, toput 
away al{the wines : But how farre are the tempora- 
ries from this , who when by confeſſion they haue 
ſeemed to diſgorge their ſtomackes, haue filthily 
with the dog eaten vptheit own vomit againe? And 
ſo farre are they from this purpoſe of nor inning, 
char they are tully ſet vypon Gine.in confeſling ; as in 
thoſe Iſraclites,thatſaid, we have ſinned, we will goe 
vþ; Which was as much as if they ſhould haue ſaid, 
we haue ſinned,we will ſinne:tor God in the former ve. 
had forbidden them to goe vp; yea, many of them 
| preſume to (inne,becaule of confeflon; thinking by 
itto be caſed, as the drunkard by his vomiting: And 
though ſome of them in their good moodes, and in 
ſome of their fits, may ſeeme, when they humble 
themſelues in confeſhon, verily to purpoſe amend- 
ment, yet theſe are noſound, noſetled, no (incere 
and honeſt purpoſes, but fudden flaſhings,conceiued 
by their deccirtull hearts, rather to auoid the iudge- 
ments either felt, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 
God; and thus becauſe theheartisnot rent, roge- 


ther with the garments, thereforeneither is the {tn 
cent,but rather ſown faſter together by that rending 
of the garment, and becauſe with that penitent Pub 


licane,they ioyne not the inward vniting of the hart, 
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with the outward knocking ofthe breaft, therfore this 
knocking doth not batter inpeeces, but rather con- 
ſoliaate and more firmely compadt linne together. 

2. Poynt, which the mouth performes is Prayer: 
neither can it be denied but that the temporary may 
pray, and that as one would thinke, very zealouſly,as 
no doubt but 1#das did, together with his fellowes, 
all ofthem deſiring Chriſt ro inſtru& them how 'to 
pray: neither onely may he doe this with others,but 
alſo ſolirarily, apart by himſelfe,as it is ſaid, the Pha- | 
rite went vp tothe Temple to pray, as well as the 
Publicane, both of them to their private prayers,the 
Temple then in regard of ceremoniall holinefle, be- 
ing the place, as well ef private,as of publike prayer. 
[t may {eeme thei our Temporary is well : foritis 
onely the ſanRifying ſpirit which teacheth to pray, 
who therefore is ſtyled the ſpirit of prayer, andthe 
children of God are vſually in Scriptures deſcribed 
by this, that they call pon the name of the Lord : But 

alas his prayers are not trueprayers, they are turned 
into ſinne : For, | 

Firſt, though he maypray to our thinking ( and 
his ownetoo Conia Jvery feruently yer Job ſayes, 
will hee pray alway? vo, in more gricuous trials his 
heart and hopes faile him ; his mouth ſtopr, hee is 
ſtrooke ſpeechleſſe,with the gueſt in the parable,and 
hath not ſo much as one word to blefle himſelf, with- 

all, whoyer lauiſhed moſt luxuiouſly in abundance 
of words inthe time of peace. 

2. Inprayer heſcekes himſelfe, and not Gods glo- 

ry, they carc not ſo much for Gods fauour as for 
their owne profit. Whereas the property of true 
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praycris that ſer downe by S$4/omon, If my people a- 
mong whome my name  calted ſhall humble themſelues 
and pray and ſeeke my face. In prayer,Gods face & tauor 
isto be ſought aboue all other things : and therefore 
our Sauiour teacherh vs boch to. begin our prayers 
with deſire of his glory, Hallowed be thy name, and to 
end them with giuing glory to him , Thine & the 
kingdom, c. But the temporary is not thus holily ca- 
ried in his prayers with the reſpe& of Gods glory, 
with Moſes & Paul preferring it to his ownefaluation, 
but with Selfe reſpecZs,and thoſe very baſe ; as may 
caſily appeare by theſe two things : 1. his prayers are 
more zealous and feruent with others, then aloue by 
himſelfe:whereas the vehemencyof a true Chriſtian 
is then greateſt, when heis ſhut vpin his cloſet, and 
hath God onely to bee witneſle of it. This ſhewes, 
tharpride and vaine-glory ſway him , not any true 
zcale ro Godsglory : 2. after prayerhe hath n©&' care 
toreturnethanks: as in the nine leapers, which cried, 
as loud as the tenth, ez have mercte, but returned 
not'with him to giue thanks for theirhealch 3; which 
ſhewed,they ſought themſelues only in their praiers; 
and nothing eſteemed rhe loue of Chriſt, Thirdly, 
he makes prayer theend of prayer; hepraies to pray, 
he reſts in his prayer, and doth not in good ſadnefle 
ve his prayer as a meane to preuaile againſt his 
finnes ; he prayes idly and lazily,and doth not toge- 

ther with his lippes in praying, move his hands, in 

indevouring for that he praies; according as Salomon 

dire&eth, coupling together prayer to God and our 

owne endeauour, If thou call for knowledge, andcrie 
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| for her as for treaſure. Logtogetherwithright crying 


and calling in praicr,there muſt be ſecking, and ſear- 
ching in the vice ofthe meanes:elle we doe but mock 
God, and our ſelues much more, if wee pleaſc our 
ſclues in ſuchpraiers, And that which Salomon fpea- 
keth of otheridletalke, will be true of the vaine prat- 
tleof ſuch flothfull praiers, 1» a/labour there & abun- 
dance, but the talke of the lippes onely bringeth want. 
Wee ſhall ſtill remainepoore and beggarly inſpiri- 
cuall things, valeſſe our hands beſtirrethem, and-la- 
bour rogerther with our mourhes, vnleſſe weeriſe vp 
from our prayers with a ſerled purpoſe ro buckle our 
ſelues ro our buſineſſe. As David after that hee had 
prayed the Lord, thathis waics might heediretcd 
to keepe Gods ſtatutes, and had inforcedthis prayer 
by certaine arguments hee thus ended it, 7 will keepe 
thy ſtatutes ; whereas the temporarie belecuer feeles 
no ſuch fruit ot prayer ,, butrather ſayes ſecretly, I 
willlie in my finnesſtil, againſt which I haue praied, 
[ will breakethy ſtatures, which I prayed I might 
keepe. Much like to S. Auſten, that before his con- 
uerſion prayed to God for chaſtity and concinency, 
bur yet was afraid , as hee writes of himlelfe, leaſt 
God ſhould heare his prayer roo ſoone, deſirous ra- 
ther to haue his luſt ſatisfied, then extinguiſhed, 
Such kind of mindes haue the vnregenerare in their 
prayers, ſtill they love their finnes, and would not for 
all cheirtalke, leaue them by their good wils. And 
rherefore doe they ſo neere reſemble him in the. fa- 
ble, that when his cartſtucke in the mire, called y 

on his God tor helpe, bucyer lay ſtill, and would not 
{tirthe leaſt of his fingersro helpe himſelfe; yea,and 
thoſe” 
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thoſe aloithar in their ſacrifices for health did-rio- 
rotiſly banquet againſt heaſth : for while they pray 
againſt, -they: play and ſport themſelues in their 
linnes,* | 

- . Now, for that which is zeal. in the outward pra- 
iſe of repentance, namely the reformation of lite, 
the zemporarie allo may ſeeme to attaine hereunto : 
for in the Goſpell the wwcleare ſpirit is (aid to bee caſt 
out of him, which isto be vnderſtood in regard of 
outward reformation of his life, in _that-hee lea- 
ueth -his former ſcandalous courſes of drunken- 
neſſe, vncleanneſle, ſwearing, lying, open contempt 
of holy things &c. and conformeth himſelfe to ſome 
more ſober and ciuill carriage. But yer this reforma- 
tion isdeceitfull, or elſethe vntleane ſpirit could nor 
ſo ealilyre-enter with ſeuen worſe ſpirits than himſelfe 
into the party thus reformed, ſo that hu latter end 
ſhould become worſe than his beginumg. Now the de- 
ceithere'is this; that.our tewporarierakerth his out- 
ward: abſtinence from: {inne tor:true reformation; 
which vnleſſe itproceed fromthe inward forſaking 
is naught worth, There muſt be abhorring of finne 
as well as abſtaining: loathing as well as leauing in true 
reformation. A-theefe when heeis manacled, can- 
notfteale, hce abſtaines outwardly : and yer happi- 
ly bath a theeujlh minde ftill. And a chayned Lyon 
though he abſtaine from deuouring, yer hee hath 


leaue their linnes in like manner being reſtrained 
by feare,ſhame,and ſuch like reſpets, Theirhearts 
ſtill,delighr, and tickle chemſclues in the thoughts 
of thoſe finngs.. But true reformation of finne muſt 


pro- 
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proceede:from the hatred of finne.,: and-from the 
loue of Gods J12we forbidding ſinne, as Dauids did. 
I hane r:f7ained, ſaith he, from enery euil way;but why 
did he ſo? vpon what ground? to what end? that 
might keepe thy word. It was that loue of the lawe 
which hee had fo pathctically a little before profeſ- 
ied,0h how lowe 1 thy law | this was it that made him 
to refraine from ſinne, his affe&tion toward the 
word : and this was that hee propounded to him- 
ſelfe in abſtayning from ſinne, in diſpleaſing his 
owne corruption to pleaſe thelaw, to obey the law. 
The Wolfe ((aith Auſten) comes to the ſhceepe-fold, 
* with a purpoſe to kill and eate : But the ſheepe- 
* heards they watch, the dogges they barke, he can 
« doc nothing, hee takes away nothing, hee kils no- 
'© thing. Yet as he comes, ſo he goes away, a Wolfe. 
«© What, becauſe he worried, and tookeaway no 
« ſheepe, therefore he was a wolfe onely in his com- 
** ming, and a ſheepe in his returning? No, the 
<© Wolfe comes furious, returnesfearetull, and yer 
«<a Wolfe as well in his feare, as in hisfuric. And fo 
are many as wicked in their fearefull abſtayning 
from (inne, asin their bold and furious committing 
of ſinne, Some alſo are difabled by age, and yetit 
doth them good to remember their former wic- 
kedneſſe, andro incourage others to the ſame. If 
bare leauing of the ourward a& were enough, then 
theſe alſo were reformed. Others alſo ſurceaſe from 
ſomefinne , becauſe z contrary vice hath got the 
rule and poſſeſhon of them ; as when the prodigall 
man becomes couetous. Is here any true reforma- 
tion of prodigality. Orhers againe are intertup- 
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niggardize. A man1s giuen toincontinency ; bur | 
his pride and feare of diſhonour, carrying a greater | 
ſway with him, briddles his luſt, A man is wickedly | 
angry with his brother, bur yet couctoulnefſe hath 
a greater-hand-ouer him, then anger ;therefore | 
there is a gift in ſecret giuen him, tee is pacified 
Here Couetouſneſſe controules and checkes,and re- 
formes Anger : Will you call this a reformation? no 
this isnothing,when one #574» oucrcomes another, 
| but when the lawfull Xn ouercomes h:m: not whe 
| one corruption preuaileth againſt another, but whe 
'zraepreuaileth againſt it ; when though there were 
[no otherreſtraint , yet ones owne ſanfified heart 
would. teſtrame-and-cauſt one to ſay withi/9/eph, 
How can I doe this; and ſinne againſt God? otherwile, | 
rodeſiſt the outward att, can yeeld but poore com: | 
fort to aſſure vs that we haue repented. Danid had 
left the: ſinnes of wurther and adulcery (or all that 
| ſpace of tigie that was betwixt the murther of /r144 
and Nathens comming to him; which was a-yeecre 
almoſt, hee did nor {t;1l adde one murther ro ano- 
ther, or one adultery to another, hee didnax all that 
whilefall coicatreſh,; but yer for al} tbat hee repen- 
[tednortill Nathew.came and.ronzed. him, Excel- | 
lently Salomon, By the: feare of the Lord men depars 
from euill : ſhewing,that whereſoeuer the true feare 


of God'is wanting, there isno true departing ___ 
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euill, though the outward att of evill bee forborne. 
Therefore when the godly are deſcribed by abſtai- 
ning from cuill, wichall the true ground of their 
abſtayniog is ſer downe: As Eccleſ. 9. 2. whenthe 
wicked man is ſer out to bea ſwearer, the godly 
man by way of oppoſition is faid , not ſimply nor 
to (weare, but to feare an oath: to (hew that wicked 
men may refraine ſwearing,bt not out of any feare 
of Gods commandement. This is proper onely tv 
the godly : So Pros. 15:27. the godly are {er out 
not imply by their not receiving gifts, bur by ha- 
ting of gifts; to ſhew that thierefore they recceiue 
| not with the hand, becauſe they hate them with 
| rheir heart. | 
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Cuaae, VIII. 
Of the deceitfulneſſe of the T emporaries obedience, 


Ee haue examined the two former grounds, 
| whereupon the Tempors ie builderh his Opi- 
| nion of kimſelt robe the child of, God & diſcouered 
qrhe deceirfulneſſe of them both, namely! his /«:th, | 

and repentance : It remayneth now that wee ſhould 
doe the liketo his third ground, namely, his obedi- 
ence, and ſo demiſle him. 

Obedience is twofold; Atine, in doing that which 
God commandeth : Paſsjue, in ſuffering that which 
God inflifterh. And the temporary may ſceme to 
haue both theſe. | 
1. For Atiue, the Temporary belecuermay goc 
arre 


| 
| 
} 
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farre. There is no outward good worke , which a 
true belecuer can doe, but the Temporary may 
doe it alſo, andthat in outward appearance with 
as great fpirit and zeale as the true belecuer : as 
in /ehu, who did not onely execute Gods iudge- 
ment vpon 4heb, and his houſe, and deſtroyed 
Baall, and his Prieſts, but did this (as others and 
himſelfe thought) with great zeale, and in the 
heate of gedly indignation ; ſe that, ro the out- 
ward cye, little difference berweene the ſpirit of Je- 
hu, in his reformation, and of 79/iah in his. So H#crod 
reuerenced 7ohn, and did many things in obedicnce 


[ 
| 


| 


la 20, 
I Sm. 13. 19. 
t5im, 10.21, 


to his dotrine. So likewiſe did Sau reuerence Sz 
muecl, (hew great humility in hiding bimaſelfe , when 
[ro be King: and after he was King; great zeale and} 


 cainft Nehaſh, in fighting the bartels of the Lord a-| 
gainſt the Philiſtims, and in deſtroying of Witches; 
| great mercy allo, and moderationin ſparing and | 
 forgiuing choſe wicked people that deſpiſed him, 
| &c.yer,for all this his end was fearctull, God tooke 
a:xay his mercy from him. And therefore the obe- 
dience that ſcemes to bee inthiskinde of men is de- 
ceirfull: ciſe God would nor, as he threatneth bythe 
Prophet, b/ot ir out, who according to Nehemiahs 
prayer wipes not out any of the good ſervices of his 
children. 

That this deceitfulneſſe may the' better appeare, 
let vs examine our Temporaries obedience by the 
notes oftrue obedience 3; which are ſpecially three, 


1 Sam, 11,6, 
: Sam.t3 & 14 
t Sam. 20.17, 

& 11.13. 


2 Sam 7.I5. 


Ezck, 18.4% 


By the notes 
of true obedi- 
ence. 

bk 


feerity , Uniner ſalitie, and a ſetled conſtancie, 
1. Sincerity, when all b/c, and by-refpecZs laid a- 
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1 Sincerity, 


Nehem. 12.4. 
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| Icrem. 9.4. £x- 
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ſapientie loovi- 
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w:Rient, qui : 0: 
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| corrupted with ſome wrie and wrong conſiderati- 


are they that keepe bus teſtimonics ({aith the Prophet) 
| but becauſe there may be much guile in keeping,he 


| andnot our ſclues,in keeping; when,as Jeremy ſaies, 
| we be cr cumciſed to the Lora, that is, in rcſpeR of 


The deceufulneſſe of mans beart, — | 


{ide,onely the conſcience of Gods commaadement 
& the delire of his glory that {wayes with vs. Bleſſed 


addes,aud [ceke himwith:iherr wholg heart, Thecrue 
keeping of the Teſtimonies is when we ſecke God, 


Gods commandement, and not the Magiſtrates, as 
itis with roo toomany. Hence that phraſe (which | 
is ſo frequent with the Prophet) of ſecking Gods com- 
mandements, 1 am thine, ſave mee: for I ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts Which implyeth chus much, that all that we 
arc to ſceke imourobedience, & the preceptsthem- 
ſelves, the thing ſpeciallywe areto ayme at is obe- | 
dience it ſelfe to the precepts: but Gods precepts 
may ſay to the Temporaries, yee ſecke not vs bi: 
your ſelues. As Chriſt ſaid to ſome of them, yee ſc. /- 
meb:cauſe of the loawes. Some Pro, 1.28 are laid to 
ſecke God , and yerof the ſame menit isſaidin the} 
next verſe , that they hated the knowledge of God: 
how can they beſaid to ſeeke that which they hate? 
bur rhatcheyſought not God {incerely, but onely 
for their owne eaſe ſake, to be delurered out of cheir 
trouble, and fo indeede they ſought not God, but 
themſelues. For all their obedience is eyther /lawb 
or mercenary; ſorme:imes itis the obedience of the 
bonaſ/laue , lomerimes of the hireling,'alwaies baſe, 


on or other. Sometimes the feare of max workes it, 
as in Eſaxes marrying no longer with the Cananazees; 
but with the paſternic of Yael, Aoſes noterh che 


-—— 


ground 


— 


xs 
Y 
1 LI 
4 
+ 


TP Mi. i. i... 


Sy 


| the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates lawes 
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ground of it to have beene the conſideration of his 
Fathers diſtaſte of his Canaaritiſh wines, Sometimes 
againe the feare of Gods indgements , as of the racke 
ot an acculing conſcience , of the torments of hell 
fire, &c. this holdeth vstoit. Bur heere that which 


that wee ought to bee ſubie&t , not onely for wrath, 
namely of the Maſtiſtrate , and the puniſhment 
which that wrath may inflict, but for conſcience ſake, 
is true much more in Gods Jaw, that wee ought ro 
performe obedience not ſo much for wrath , no not 
for Gods owne wrath, and the puniſhiment it will 
inflict, bur though there wereno hell, yea, though 
there were no heaucn, of very conſcience , be- 
cauſe the Lord God: hath commanded vs. Other- 
while againe the Temporary obeyeth vpon hope of 
ſome good, that hereby may accrue vnto him, as 
profite, prayſe, and ſuch like. And here that de- 
prauation of Sathan hath his truth; Dozh lob ſerue 
God for nouzht? doth Saal loue God for nougat? 


Gen.1s.?, 


Rom. I3.5e+ 


Iob 1. 9. 


no, it is for a Kingdome. Doth /ehu root out Ahabs 
race fornought? no it istoconſirme himſelte in rhe 
kingdome. Doth he deſtroy Baa{fornought? no, 
it is for glory in the world, that he may crate , and 
call vp good Jonadab to applaud bim andhis zeale. 
Come and ſe: what zeale 1 haue for the Lord. Thou 
decciueſt thy ſelfe 7ehs, it is for thy /effe. Theretore 
God ſaiesafterward by the Prophet. 7 will viſit the 


bloud of 1zreell upon the houſe of 1ehu.,Though it were 
ſhed by Gods owne appointment, yet becaulc /e- 
hu obeyed not Gods commandement, ſo much as 


Hoſ. 1 4 


hisowne ambition and pride inthe ſhedding there- | 
| | 


of; 


Elay 1.12. 


Ezech.7.5. 
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of; therefore God willnotpuniſh ir as diſobedience, 
nor reward it as obedience. So likewiſe, though 
God-commanded the burnt offerings, the new 
Moones, &c. yethe asketh the lJewes, who required 
theſe things? becauſe it was not the conſcience of 
Gods commaundementthat mooued them to per- 
forme thoſe ſeruices. And againe, haze yee fafted to 
me? to me, ſaith the Lord, becauſe it was not any 
truc regard of Gods wordthat cauſed them to faſt. 
Obcdience in the word is compared to fruit , and 
the doing of good workes is called the bringing 
foorth of fruir. Now fruit comes of ſeede: Seede 
muſt firſt bee receinedof the ground, before it can 
yeeld vs any corne. This ſeedeis the word,the com- 
maundement of God. Firft, wee muſt recetue this 
ſeede before we can bring foorth any fruit - firſt wee 
mult heare the word, and by faith apply vnto, and 
vrge vpon our ſeluesthe commandement, and then 
ohey : Obedience withoutreſpe& of Gods word is 
but wilde Oats;it growes of it ſelfe,there was no ſeed 
ſowne to bring torth this fruit,and therefore itis not 
good. And ſuch is the obedience of the #emporary 
hee heares not the word though it ſpeake ro him; 
ncither doth he do what he does as to the word;the 
word indeed requires of him that he does , but he 


| does it not as hearing kimſelfe requeſted by the 


word, but rather by his ownecorruption. If God 


{ had asked Jehu concerning his deſtroying of AHhebs 


poſteritie , BaalsPrieſts and worſhip, who required 
this at his hands, hee might truely haue anſwered, 
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firſt derection of the Temporaries obedience. 


2, Note 
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2, Noteof true obedience is vmxer/ality. And 
this neceſſarily ſpringeth from the former : for ifo- 
bedience be ſincere, that is, if it be performed onely 
becauſe of Gods commandement,it muſt needs be 
wninerſall,to one commandement as well as to ano- 
ther : for there is the ſame diuine authority binding 
the conſcience in one as inanother. And therefore 
truly it is ſaid j1/hatſoencr is done for Gods cauſe done 
equally, becauſe the ſame God that commaunds one 
precept, commaunds alſothe other. Hence is that 
of lames, hee that breaketh one commaunaement is euil- 
tie of all; torthe law is wholly copalatine : So thar, as 
where many friends are lipked together in a ſure 
bond of friendſhip, if you offend one of them, you 
offend all.,all the reſt will intereſt themſelues in their 
friends quarrel}; ſo is it with the commaundements, 
they are ſo knit and chained together, that when 
one is violated, all the reſt are ready as it were to 
take it's part,and to enter into Gods Court theiraQi- 
on of treſpaſſe againſt vs, Hence it was, that when 
ſome of the Ifraclites had broken the fourth com- 
maundement in going out to ſceke Manna on the 
Sabbath, God challenged them for breaking of all 
his commandementr, How long refuſe ye to keepe my 
commandements? And Ezekiel reckoning vp many 
abhominarions, faſteneth the imputation of all of 
them on him that had aQtually offended in one only. 
Itis a remarkeable place, and therefore 1 will fer 
downethe words at large. 1f he bege: a Sowne that us 4 
Thiefe, or a ſheddey of blond, if he ave | any one of theſe 
things | though he doe not all theſe things but eyther hath 
eaten upon the monntaines,or aefiled hu neighbors wife, 
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one truely and heartily, and keepeall. Whence ir is | 
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or oppreſſed the poore ge. ſhall he line ? He ſhall not line. 
Seeing he hath done | all theſe abbominations,) hee ſball. 
dye the death. Here hefaithal: - and yet before hee 
ſaid oxc onely, becauſe breake one,and Breake all, keep 


that ſoc one good attion hath bleſſednefle aſcri- 
bed toit, as the making ofpeace, Math. 5. becauſe of 
this concatenation of the commaundements,and the 
veriues therein commanded, that a man cannot 
keepe one, but he muſt keepethereſt ; hee cannor ' 
haue one grace, but he multalſohaue another, For | 
there is a double both keeping and breaking of the | 
commaundemants, habituall and atFrall. Habituall 
in the preparation, purpoſe, deſire and diſþo[ition of the 
heart: A4Fuslinthe outward deede. Now howſo- 
euer he that breakes one,breakes not all aZFually; yer 
breaking that one habitually, hee breakes them all 
habitually; hisheart ſtands alike affe&ted to breake 
any ofthereſt,and whenſocuer occaſionſhall ſerue, 
he will breake them. And howſoever he that keepes 
one, keepes not all aZFually;nay hethat keepes moſt 
breakes all aZFually; yer heethat keepes one com- 
mandement habitually, that is, in the purpoſe and in- 
clination of his beart, he keepes them alin the ſame 
manner, his hearr ſtands honeſtly diſpoſed to the 
keepingofthe reſt; he may ſay with David, My heart 


5 prepared, So thatit may be truely ſaid, the wicked 
do breake cuen thoſe commandements they keepe, 


that is, they breake inregard ofthe ficneſſe and pre- 
paration of their hearts,thoſe they keepe ſometimes 
outwardly : Ando inthe ſameſort, The godly keep 
thoſe commandements which afually they break. 
The 
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| The beſt of Gods Children are often ouertaken 
| with diuers finnes, and with ſome one more than 
' with another, and fo faile more in the breach of 
ſome commandementthen of another: yer ſtill they 
 keepe that Commandement in regard of the benz 

and affection of their hearts, they conſent with Paul 
toth: law, euenin that commandementthey moſt | 
| breake, that it is holy and good. Now when wee ſay Rom. 7.16. 
true obedience is eathelzque and wninerſall, the kee- 
' ping of all the commandements, it is to bee vnder 
' ftood of this habituall obedience, when with Danid 
; we looke towards or hane reſpect tothem all. Loe then | Pl, 1219.6. 
 thedeceit of the Temporaries obedience. Though 
| they doe many things as H:rod and /udgs ; yetihey 
| liue inthe habitual breach of ſome one commande- 
; ment atleaſt. As Herod in the babitaal! breach of 
' the ſeauenth commandement, in his znceft ; 1nudas in 
| the habitual breach of the eight, in his coueton/neſſe. 
Their hearts were ſer on thoſe fins, and they drunke 
them in as the fiſh doth water. They hatcd thoſe 
good commandements of the Lord, that forbade 
thoſe ſinnes, and could haue wiſhed with all their 
hearts there had beene no ſuch commaundements: 
which ſhewed that euen inthoſe commandements 
they kept, as Herod in hearing 1ohn, Iudas Chriſt, 
their obedience was rotten and vnſound, and with- 
outall regard of Gods commaundement : for the 
ſame God that bad Herod reuerence lohbns miniſte- 
rie in the ſecond commaundement, bad him alfa 
poſſeſſe bis we ſell in holmes and honour, inthe ſeauenth. 
And if conſcience had made him loue the fecond 
commaundement, ſurely it would not let him have 
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hated the ſeaventh commandement. So Iudas, it he 


had truely hated orh:r finnes, becauſe they were 
ſinnes, hce could not then haue loued, and fo liued 
in couetouſneſle, Andif Gods feare had made 1h» 
put downe Baals worſhip, hee would not then hauc 
{till rerained Jeroboarrs calues; the ſame God forbid- 
ding boch. Ler the /empeyarie then marke himſelfe 
well, and he ſhall findethatin ſome poynt or other 
hee hath a drſpenſetorie conſcience with Gods word. 
And as rogues vnder hedges without the Magi- 


Gods warrant, to continue in this or that finne. 
\W hereby his prophane contempt of God is mani- 
teſtly bewrayed, and his obedience in other things 
conuincedto be no obedienceto God, burto man, 
or to himſelfe, or to that reſpet, whatſouer it is, 
chat drewit forth. 

3 Norte of true obedience is ſetled conſtancy, when 
asthe Sctipture ſpeaketh, we walke in the comman- 
dements of the Lord,and exerciſe our ſelues therein, 
as the wicked are ſaid to be exerciſed in conetouſneſſe, 
in that they conſtantly follow it as the Artificer 
doth histrade. But indeede the temp»rary doth not 
walke in theſe waies, as doth the honeſt crauailour 
inthe broad high-way , Þut onely like to the thiefe 
comes frisking and croſſing ouer them. His obedi- 


notſetled and rooted , but onely for a firte. The 
good Chriſtian quickely remembers himſclfe, and 
returnesto his courle of godlineſle, when through 
diſtemper he hath begunneto ſtray: andſothe zem- 


porarie chriftian asquickely returnes to his intermit- 


ſtrates, ſo hee can makelicenſes tohimſelfe without | 


exce is like the true Chriſtians diſobedience , which is 


ted 
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ted wickedneſſe, when ſometimes he chances to 
ſtumble vpon deuotion. His obedience is a moody 
and p4ſsionate obedience; ſoone forgor. Irislike to 
Sauls afte&ion to Dawid; when the cuill ſpirit comes 
vpon him, then chat religion which before hee ſec- 
med to make {o much of,ſhalbe runne through with 
the ſpeare of grofle and wilfull diſobedience. Hee 
doth not , neither can he c/eaue t9 the Lord with full 
purpoſe of heart ; as the true belecuer, 

And ſo much for his a&Five obedience : Now for 
pa(siuein ſuffering, wee would thinke it ſtrange, if 
the temporary beleeuer might goe lo farre as to luffer 
for thetruth. Burt it isa plaine caſe he may. Did not 
Peter (peake in the name of all his fellowes, and ſo 
of 1udas when he faid, Maſter we haue forſaken all and 
followed thee ? Did not Judas leaue his calling in the 
world,whatſoeuer it was, and did heenotnegle@ all 
other meanes & poſhbiliries of his linely-hood and 
cleaue onely to Chriſt for three yeeres ſpace, be- 
ing partaker with him in his ſufferings? So did De. 
mas and Alexander with Paul; and yer both atter- 
ward became fearefull Apsſtates,infomuch as 4/ex- 
ander ( of being perſecuted) turned a perfecutor, 
andthat of him, who before had turned of a perſe- 
cuting lew, a perſecuted Chriſtian; for S, Pau! wi i- 
teth ofhim, that by patting away & 7991 conſcirnce hee 
ha1 ſhipwracked the faith, that hee had dewe himmuch 
euill, that he withſtood his preaching ſore,that he blaſ- 
phemed zhe truth; and yer we [halt finde in the 42s, 
thatinPau/s cauſe he was very neer vnto martyrdom: 
when he was vioknrly dragged foorch and caſt as a 
prey rothe reeth of thoſe raging Epheſians. Nicholas 
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| ſort of Temporaries was Iudas, Alexander and thereſt 
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the deacon ioyned himſelfto the parſecuted Church) 
and yet afterward became aring-le2der& the head 
of a horrible wickedneſle : for of him were thoſe 
Nicholaitins,$.lohnſpeaketh of,ſo called. The like we 


| may ſee in Ananias and Saphira, that were content 


toſell their wholeeſtate, & ro giue halte of ir to the 
Church, &yert but hipocrites : yea Arſten thinkerh, 
as we ſhewed beforc,that hipocrites may ſuffer mar- 
tyrdcme. It it be obieRed, that Chriſt ſaies theſe tem:- 
poraries are offended and go back when perſecution ccm- 
meth becauſe of the word,and therefore that they can- 
not goethus farre as we ſay; I anſwere, that is to be 
vndeiſtood of one kinde of the Temporaries,namely, 
thoſe that are noted out by the ſoy gronnd ; and. 
notof the ſecond fort of Temporaries , which arerc- | 
preſented to vs by the thorny ground ; for the very. 
riſe our Sauiour vſeth inthat parable muſt needs iin-, 
ply that as the ſtony ground went beyond the high- 
way , ſo the thoray goes beyond the tony ; which 
cannot bee otherwiſethen in this, that the thornie | 
grounds fruit can well endurethe hear of the Sunne, 
and is not periſhed that way, as was the ſtonie 
grounds, but onely by her owne thornes. Of this 


aboue named, inwhom the good feede was over. 
throwne, not by the parching ſunne of perſecution, 
which in ſome meaſure they endured, bur by the 
choking thornes of couctouſacs, ambition, and ſuch | 
like corrupt afteftions. The temporary belceuer 
then may proceede thus farre to fuffer ; bur as yer 
Paltelieth the Galathians, in vaize, becauſe hefſut- 
tereth not ſincerely, and with a good minde : for 
he 


—— 
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13 he that ſuffccech arighc,muſt (uffer ;n deni all of him : 
d lelfe, and his owne carnall affeions, according tv 
le | P}ourSaujours direction giuen to allſuch, whom hc 
ve caileth to be his Di:civles. Jf any man, faith hee, w4 | var, 16, 24 
nt | |bemy Dif ple, hee mult deny himſel/e, and tike wp the 
ie f croſſe. Its not enough {imply to take vp the crofle, 
b, but firſt hee muſt deny himſelſe, and {orake vptlic 
Le 'crofle. Burthe temporary ſeckes himſelte in raking 
vpthe crofſe. They are his owne proude , ambi- 
v-; i ctous, vaine-glorious,couetous aftections,that wake 
n-; © |himſtoope to rake vp the croſſe, The fruit of che | 
ve, |® |'rhornyground is able indeede to beare the heate of | 
y,, © | :be Sunne, and isnot conſumed therewith , as the | 
d, © /-aygrounds : but whats the reaſon? becauſe the 
c- |  chornes couering it doe fenſe off the Sunne. Ana 
'y, | | whats the reaſon our thorny Temporary is lo ready 
n-, | [ſometimes torunne himſelfe into the bryers of per- 
b- ſecution, but that the thorne of ſome wicked luſt or 
h other is a ſowrre in hisfide? Marke the belt of the | 
ic. | Temporaries in tlieir ſufferings,and you ſhal ſee,thar | 
e,| | | for all the thornes of perſecution , wherewith the | 
ie | aduerſaries pricke them, they ſtill continue prick- | ne 
1s. ing their owne ſoules'with the thornes of coue- | c.ir/all 
| rouſneſſe, pride, and vaine glory, Thoſe thornes ' 
r. # |pficks them forward co the ſuffering of the other | 
n,| # |thornes; as in 1#4zs, he looked oneday for a good, 
ql day, he hoped ro haue no meane place in Chritts | 
ch | | cemporall kingdome, and withall in preſent he felt. | 
er! the {weer of carrying the bagge Heecarryed the | 
et | crofſe on his backe, that hee might carry the bagge in| | 
f- his hands. Thedelighrand comfort hee tooke in lic- | 
or king his fingers after rhe receipt of the almes, made | 
he] | him = 


RY — 
am — — —_— 


The deceitfulneſſe of man heart. 


him willingly indure the littlepaine of his back. The 
bag inthe hand was a ſtaffe and prop to vphold his 
backe from ſinking vnderthe burthen of the Crofle, 
The ſweetneſſe, not of Gods lone ſhed into his heart, 
but of mans lene ſhed into his hands, was that which 
allayed the ſowrenes of the croſle. So with others 
the coole winde not of Gods, but of mens praiſes, is 
that which refreſheth them inthe skorching of this 
Sunne, and maketh them with ſome comfort beare 
the h.ate of the day. Though I giue my body to be burned 
ſuich Paul, and haue not lone, 1 hawe nothing, Infinu- 
ating that men may burne their bodies, as hee burnt 
Dianaes Temple of ſelte-loue, of louc, of glory and 
fame in the world, and nor of any true louec to 
God, orhis Church, Let vs not then pleaſe our ow! 
ſelues ouer-much , if wee hau: ſuffered fomerhing | 
for the truth , becauſe euen in ſuffering, the heart is 
deceitfullz but ſearch we our owne hearts and ſec 
| whether, as the aduerſarie perſecutes the new may 
in vs, ſo wee thence take occafion to perſecute the 
| 0'4man in our ſelues : whether wee turne the ſword, 
| thruſtar vs to kill the life of grace, to the opening 
' of our impoſtumes : whether, as it were by one 
; nayledriving out another, wee ve the thornes the 
| perſecution, as meanes and medicines againſt the 
. thornes of conetouſneſſe and worldlineſſe. Ir is an ill 
' ſipne,when we can beare the worlds yoke in perſecn- 
| tion, and yer atthe ſame time, not endure Gods yrke 
| iInmortification. Againe, examine wee the ground 
and end of our ſuffering, whether wee cantrucly ſay 
with Pax! and the P/almiiFP, The lone of Chriſt conſtrai- 
neth : ſor thy ſake weeare killed, and ſuffer all things 
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| for the eletFs ſake: for as we haue ſhewed , coneroul. 


neſle, pride, and vaine-glory fetteth many on thiz 
 worke, And, which is nor all out fo bad, happily 
others may be forced by the feare of Gods iudge- 
ments threatned againſt them that deny the ruth. 
But then as God ſaid onceto the lewesinthe mar-! 
ter of faſting, haue ye fafied to mee? ſohere allo may 
hee ſay tovs inthe matter of ſuffering, haue yee ſuffe- 
red for me? And when we ſhall begin ro tell Chriſt of 
ſuch kinde of ſufferings, and to ſay with Peter, wee 
hawe l:ft all and followed thee, hee may twit vs with 
the ſame anſwere wherewithall he then pinched 7«- 
das, whom Peter included inthe generality of his 
ſpeach, Whoſerwer ſball forſake houſes, lands, (5c. for 
my names ſake, ſhall receine an hundred fold. Bur 1s. 
| 43,and fo all other temporary belecuers, whatſoeuer 
 chey have ſuffered for Chrift, it hath not beene for 
hi ſake, but for their owne. Therefore their (uffe- 
rings haue beene deceirfull : and as they would 
have deceiued Chrift by them,ſo afſuredly 
Chriſt ſhall deceive them, in diſappoin- 
ting them of their hoped- 


for reward. 
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Cnar, IX, 


Of the deceit 'of the heart in indeing our ſelues better 
thenw: are, 


Nd ofthe ſecond deceit of the heart, in iundging 

- Lofourperſons, fo much : Thethird followeth. 
And that is, when wee iudge ourſeluesto be better 
then indeed we arezwhen our {zt/le is thought a great 
acalr, our mite of grace, a talent, our mote, a beame, 
our mo/ehill a mountaine, our ſmoking flaxethe firong 
and blazing flame of ſome mightie bonlire,our ſmall 


beginnings, the heightof perfeftion, Ofthis deceit 
the Apoſtle ſpeakxeth, when taxing thepride of the 
Corinthians, whereby they thought themſelues v1. 


ſerthen indeede they were, he thus writeth , Ze: #- 


man dcceme himſelfe : if any man among you ſeerze to be! 
wije,let bim become a foole, &c. Shewing that herein 
is the ſelfe-deceit , when wee are better conceited 0 

our ſelues, then there is cauſe. Herein our deceitfull 
hearts are like tothole kinde of glaſſes, which repre- 
ſent things many degrees greater then indeede they 
are. Thus the Corinthian teachers looking vpon 
themſelues in this falſe glaſſe,magnitied themſelues 
aboue S. Paul himſelfe, whence was that modeſt re- 
prehenfion of the Apoſtle, Wee dare not compare our 


ſelues with them,and againe,ze are full,ye raigne, Ec. 
This was the deceit of him that ſaid, all rheſe haue 1 
kept from my youth , and till itis to bee found in too 
r00 many : not onely ſuch as the old Perfectifts,and 
nowrhe Pap;ſts: bur cuenin the beſt of vs all, who 


chrough 
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through ſelfe-loue, arenoleſſe affeRed to our owne 
graces, then parents to their owne children, whom 


' ming towards the, how (ſhould you be able thento 
' drinke ofit your ſelues? Thus Pezzrs hearr deceiued | 
| him inlike manner, when being but a wouice, a freſh 


'keth of the earthly , There & prore which maketh 
| bimſelfe rich. Therefore excellemly Dywid,not igno- 
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ſome meaſure of Grace and ſpirituall ſtrength : but 


yet their owne deceittull hearts madethem to ouer | 
prize it, and boldlyto tell Chriſt asking them, Are 
yee abl:to drinke of my cup, to be baptized with mybap- 


tiſme? Yes, weareable. Alas poore men, that could} 


ſcarce endure toſee Chriſt himſelfe drinke that cup, 
and therefore fled away when the cup was but com- 


wa:er ſouldier, he thought himſelte able ro encoun- 
ter thoſe enemics that mighriuſtly haue dantedthe 
old trained, and beſt exerciſed &experienced ſou]- | 
diers. Chriſt knowing the meilure of his ſtrength 
better then himſelfe,told him, Whither 7 go now thou | 
canſt not follow m:e , hereafter thou ſhalt : But Peters 
deceitfnll heart,thinking it ſelfe-too much diſabled, | 
anſwered, 1'hy cannet I follow thee now? Sorrueis 
that, even in ſpirituall riches, which Salomon ſpea- | 


rant of this deceit, after hee had proteſted concer- 
ning the ſoundneſſe and zeale of his hatred of Gods 
wicked enemies , Doe 1 vot hate them that hate thee ? 
yes, I hate them with a perfet#: hatred , addeth (as 


ſomething miſtruſting his owne heart, ) Try mee 8 
| God, 
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they vſe to account the faireſt of all others. Hence ' 
ariſe thoſe high thoughts, and ſtrong conceits of our | 
owne excellency, & ſufficiency euen for the weigh: : 
| tieſt matters. James and John no doubt had receiued | 
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God, prooue mee, namely, whether I deceiuenot my 
ſelfe in thinking I have more zeale , then Indeede 1 
haue: of the two deceits it is the better and ſafer,to 
vnder- value our felues; and with him that ſaid, Jaw 
not a man, 1haue not the vnderſianding of a man in me, 
rothinke our ſelues rather worſe then any whit bet. 
terthen in truth we be, 


—_—_ 


Cuar. X, 
The wſe of the firſt head of the hearts deceitfulneſſe,or 


«1 carneft exhortation to try our ſelues whether 
we hiue overtaken the Temporary. 


Itherto of the deceitfulneſſe of the heart in 

judging of our perſons : ]tremaineth to ſpeake 
of the deceitfulneſle in indging of our acFions : but 
firſt we muſt conſider what vic wee arc to make of 
the former. ; 

The ſpeciall vie is that of the Apoſtle , Trie your 
ſelues, examine your ſelues, whether yee are inthe faith 
or no : our hearts would make vs belecue wee were 
thus and thus; þut the Scripture hath diſcouered 
our hearts vnto vs for noble impoſters and decei- 
uers., Now who is there that would eaſily be- 
lceue a knowne deceiuer?Nay,as it fareth with ſuch 


cannot be credited of vs when they ſpeaketruely; 
the like ſuſpition and iealouſie ſhould we haue theſe 
| falſe hearrs in, enen then when they giuec in right 


that ofren decciue by ſpeaking falſely, that they 


mine 


| | merrilyto hell ! where their paines (hall be greater, 
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mine owne heart doth not condemne' mee, and 
yetI darenorbee ouer-bold in bearing ontmy ſelfe 
ypon this iudgement: this ſentence of mine owne 
heart will not juſtihe me, much deceit may be hid- 
den therein. God, that is farre greater then our| 
hearts, ſees that in them which they ſee northem-! 
ſelues. Good reaſon haſt thouthen,my brother,to 
miſtruſt the iudgement of chine own heart, concer- | 
ning thy ſelfe, and thoſe fo peremptory ſentences 

which it cauſeth thy mouth to vtter, that if there 
were but one man tobec ſaued, thou art the man. | 
Oh how many ſleepers are there, that dreame this 
dreame of a ſtrong aſſurance of theirſaluation, that | 
both live and dye in this dreame, and ſo goe downe 


| fider we whether our owne hearts may notflatter vs, 


by howmuch their expeRationof them , through 
| the deceitfulnes of their harts,was the lefle. Is itnor 
paine enough to be in hell, but thou muſtneeds in- 
creaſe the paine by this wicked and wilfull /e/fe-\ 
deceiving? Haue wee then our eares in our heads, 
and marke we well the voice of theſe our hearts, 
when they ſuggeſt ſecretly vnto vs: thou art in good 
caſe,the childe of God, the beloued of God. Con- 


whether the Divel may not deludevs.Reſt we not in 
our own hearts voice,neirher accept we the deceit- 
full applauſe thercof; but as once Joſuah,ſecing the! 
Angell;examined him, Art thou on our ſie, or on 
our adxerſaries ? fo doe we, hearing theſe words, try 
themwhence theyare : for the eare, faith Elihu, try- 
eth words : as the outward words of other mens 


| | mouths,ſo the inward words of our own hearts. Say 


then 
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then to theſe words, to this ſecretcry, -whence art 
thou, commeſt rhou from Gods ſpirir , or from 
Sathan? As wee mult trye the ſpirits, in the out- 
1 Toha 4.1. | ward words deliuered by men, lo alſoin the ſecret 
thoughts of our harr, fpecially theſe concerning our | | 
owne eſtate to Godward, whether they bee the 
voyce of Gods ſpirit, or of theeuill ſpirit of errour 
and i!luſton.It was vile for thoſe clawing flatterers to 
Ads12.:2 |ſ1yvntoa man, The woice of God; much more for vs 
to ſay ſo to the diuel himſelte. And what do weelſe, | | 
when we apprehend and applaud his mocking illuſi- 
ons, and lying ſuggeſtions, as the Oracle of God. and 
gocaway with them, as if God from heauen, had 
told vs we were his. Try wethe theſe ſounds, before 
we truſtthem, and carefully examine the grounds 
which thy heart can ſhow to make good herlo con-' 
fident affurance. Here eſpecially remember thoſe | 
fearefulldeceits of the Temporary 3 how like a true| 
belecuer he is,fand yernone ; how neere he comes 
to heauen doore, and yet enters not, howfar he tra- 
uels in the way of Canaan,euen with thoſe Jſrachites, 
co KaJeſhbarnes, within eleuen dayes iourney of the 
| land, and yet neuer ſees ir, neuer enioyest, but is as 
farre off, as if he had (itten ſtillinEgypt, and ne- | 
 uer ſtirred foot out of doore.Conſiderſerioufly with 
thy ſelfe how farre Pharaoh, Saul, Iehu, Indas, Ahab, 
and others haue gone in humiliation, ſorrow, de-| &® | 
| fire, zeale, reformation, and yet for all this hauc 
gone to their owne place. Deale now vnpartially 
| with thy ſelfe, and tell mee whether thou doſt not 
Wb''Þ id come ſhort of many of theſe, who neuer yet had(t 
| | 'che heart, vpon the threatning of the word,to __ 

an 
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and humble thy ſelfe with 44ab, to centeſle thy (ins 
and defire the praiers of Gods children, with Phara- 
0h to be affeted with ioy in hearing the word, and 


praiſe many things with Herod, to bezealous a- 
gainſt (inne with 7eb#,toloſelome part of thy goods. 
with Ax«nis,to forſake the world ,and a)l thy hopes | 
there,and to follow poore Chriſt with 1udas,Demas, | 
and others,much leſſe toventerthy life with Alex-| 
ander the copper-{mith in cleauing to the truth?may | 
ſuch as theſe be wicked reprobates,and yet wilt thou | 
pleaſe thy ſelfe in a falſe conceit of thine owne hap- | 
pines, who commeſt farre further behind themthen 
they do behind true Chriſtians? I or vnto one of this 
ranke, our Sauiour faith, Thow art not farre from the 
kingdome of heawen?but to thee it cannot be ſaid that 
thou art not far trom Jehs,1udas,Saul, Nicolas, Alex- 
arder,and other ſuch like 2emporaries, for they ſome 
of them ſpecially, had many notable graces, ſo that | 
Nicolas was choſen Deacon by the Church, for that | 
reuerend reſpe they had of his gifts. 1udas was an | 
Apoſtle,and could both pray and preach with great 


| 
| 


zeale ; generally the common fort of them may be | 
inwardly affe&tedin prayer,conference, hearing the | 
word,feele many good motions, taſte of the pow- 
ers of the life to come, feele ſome reliſh in the pro- | 
miles, tremble at the threatnings, reforme al] our. 
ward corruprtions of life,as we haue already ſhewed.' 
And thou that makeſt thy ſelfe ſo ſure of heauen arr | 
happily a deſpiſer of the word and prayer, afenſe- 
lefſe blocke, that neuer feeleſt the leaſt glimple of a- | 


ny ſpirituall motion,a muddy worldling, that canſt 


notraiſe vp thy ſpirit out of the mucke of the earth, 
K into | 
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Whercin the 
true Chziſtian 
20S beyond 
the vnſound. 
Ll ukeB.; 5. 


intothe heavens, to conceiue any one pure orrefi- 


ned thought. Why then haſtnot thou the witthus 
to thinke with thy ſelte?Vhar? thoſe that are Saints 
and Angels inzegard of me, are they yer deceiued 
in iudging themſclues to be in Rate of ſaluation?how 
groſle then is myerror, in being thus conceited of 
my ſelte ? It ome that haue iournyed in the wilder. 
neſle to Kid:ſhbarnea (hall yet neuer enter into Gods 
ref, ſhallthole that neuer lefr Egypt? Is the ſtony 
ground reprobate ground ? and can the high way 
ground be good? 

As long then as thou art caſt behinde the tzempo- 
rary,thou art miſerably deceiued, if thouthinkeſt 
well of thy ſelfe. So alſo art thou though thou haſt 
attained vnto him,vnleſſe withall thou outſtrip hia?, 
attaining to that which no Temporary,as long as a 
Temporary either 1; or can bee. O thou wilt ſay 


whats that?._»/ I have already ſhewed itin the de. | 
retion of the particular deceirs of the Temporary, | 
yetthuz much may beadded. The chicfe difference 
our Sauiour in the Parable maketh berwixt the 


belt ofthe other grounds,and the good,is this; that 
thoſe only {ignificd bythe good ground, had goo! 
and honeſt hearts: for the ſtony and thornye hearers 
brought forth fruit, but they wanted this ſame co9d 


and honeſt heart, and in ſtead thereef, had either a 
ſtony or thorny : ſee then what it is wherein the 
true Chriſtian excelleth the Temporary,namely, the 
good and the honeft heart. The hon:ſty of the heart is 
to bereferred to the intents it hath in the doing of 
particular ations : ſo that is an honeſt heart which 


aimesatthe right in that ſhe doth:the goodneſſe of 


| the 
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the heart is to bee referred to the inward renewed 
goodqualities.So thata good heart is a heart which 
by regeneration is changed; cleanſed and purged of 
the former naughtineſſe, and ſo indued with ano- 
ther kinde of nature, and diſpoſition, whereby it ha- 


tech all ſinne, and louerh, ſauoureth, and affecterh 
things ſpirituall. Herethen is that we muſt narrowly 
examine our ſelues by, if we willnot be deceived by 
our owne hearts, in iudging our ſelues to be Gods 
children,when we are not. Jf any man ſaith Paul, be 
in Chrift, he maſt become a new creature. Hee muſt 
haue thatſame cleane heart of the Prophet created in 
him, and thatſame right ſpirit renewed in him. Hee 
mult be renewed in the very ſpirit of his mind;in the 
moſt inward and ſubtile parts of the ſoule,as it were 
the quinteſſence of it. And this happily may alſo be 
the meaning of the Apoſtle, praying forthe Theſſe- 
| loniens, that they might be /enit1fied througbout in 
their ſoules, bodies and ſpirits: by ſpirit vnderſtan- 
ding the ſame thingthatin the otherplaceto the Ro- 
mans, the beſt and choiſeſt of boththeparts, both 
ſoule and body. Here is the maine defe of the rem- 
porary. Though he may ſeeme to berenewed in 
his mind, yetnot in the ſþ1/rit of bi mind: to be ſan- 
ified inſoule and body, - not in the firit and 
quinteſſexce of both: He reſerues that for ſome ſin or 
other,which is cloſely harbored, & nouriſhed there. 
Like as the thomnes haue asit were the beſt ſpirits of 
the ground, and doe drinke vp the very creame and 
flower therofſothat the fruir coms ronothing, being 
[robbed of it nouriſhmeEt by the thorns. Nor but that 
there may be and are many ſecret corruprions in the 
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truely regenerate : for eventhe good ground-may 
haucthornes: bur yet theſe corruprions incroach not 
vpon the ſpirit of the ſoule ; thats reſerued for the 
grace andfpirit of God; theſe thornes get not the fat 
of theſoile 3 the good - corne feeds on that, the 
thornes do not grow: vp together with,and fo aſcend 
and climbe vp aboue, and ouer-rop the good fruit ; 
nay the good man plaies the good husband, and is e- 
uer and anon cutring vp thoſe thornes, thercafter as 
he feeles them. Therefore itis ſaid excellently ofthe 
good ground, thatit bringeth forth fruit excrea/ing 
and aſcending ; which ſeems to be ſpoken in oppohi- 
tion to thezhorny ground, of which it was ſaid, that 
the thornes grew vp and aſcended, namely, abouc 
the corne. Butin the good ground, though there 
may be thornes, yer the corne aſcends aboue the 
thornes, grace is ſuperior to corruption, and keepes 
it vnder. | 

Lervsnot then decejue our ſelues with the tem. 
porary,for that we have ſome feelings, ſome moti- 
ons, ſome good affeCtions of joy, feare, ſorrow, or 
ſuch like,if there be bur any one thorne,cither of co- 
uetouſneſſe,as in 1udas, Demas, Simon Magws ; or of 
vaine glory and ambition,as in 7ehw, Agrippa or of 
any othernaughty affe&ion, itis enough to choake 
all grace, and ſtarue all goodneflc;fo that, as our Sa- 
uiour ſpeaketh,we muſt needs become wxfrnitful. 
The diuell can be content to let vs pray, preach 
heare,and doe alltheſe things with ſome feeling and 
affeion, and hereupon to iudge our ſelues to bee 
true Chriſtians, as long as his intereſt in our hearts 
continues, as long as he may hauc ſure hold of vs, by 
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| enmity with God, and that in whom the loue of this 
{world is,in him awelleth not the lone of the father. Ne- 
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any oneraigning fin. For right well doth he know, 
whatſoeuer good 'we conceiue of our ſelues,we doe 
but deceive ourfelues, we are ſtill as it is ſaid of s:- 
mon Magus in the gall of bitterneſſe, and in the bond of 
iniquity . It ſtands vs in hand therefore throughly to 
gagethele deepehearts,cuen tothe bottom,and to 
cry with Danid, Try mee O Lord; prooue me whe- 
ther there be avy way of wickedneſſe in me, It there be a 
thorne in thy foot, thou canſt goe but haltingly, if 
any inordinate luſt or defire be ingrafted into thy 
afteftions,though with Agrippathou maift be much 
moued with the preaching of the word, yet with 
him thou art but an halte and an halting Chriſtian. 
Doth the loue of worldly honour, pompe,praiſe and 


profit preuaile in thee, then know(thou ſpirituall a- |. 


dulterer,or adulterefle) that he lone of the world is 


uer then bleſſe thy ſoule in any of thy good deſires, 
or affetions. How canft thou b:leeue when tho ſeekeſt 
glory of man and not of God ? ſaith our Samour : neuer 
tell me that thou burneſt in holy feclings, as long as 
thou burneft no otherwiſe,thenthe buſh which bur- 
ned, but conſumednot; as long as the inward cor- 
ruption ofthy heart remaines vnwaſted, for all theſe 


burnings, thou mailt burpe in hell for ever. Reſt 


notthen in thy deceiueable feelings and flaſhings of 
i0y. Though theſe thy feelings,delires,and motions 
be good, and come not alwates from Setbanica//i.lu- 


fion, bur otherwhile from the ſpirit of God, as the | 
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Scripture plainly teacherh; yertbey are nor ſuffici- | 


ent. tis well indeede that thou art come further 
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then the common ſort of the world, who know not 
what theſe feelings meane, that being theſtony, or 
chornie ground, thou art neerertothe nature of the 
good ground, then the high way ground: but whar? 
becauſe thou art come thus far in theway, wilt thou 
20e no further? doeſt thoutherefore thinke thy lelfc 
well enuvgh?no:as our Sauior ſaid tothe yong man, 
folſaytothee, One thing is yet wanting : this ſame 
good and mortified heart. There = in thee ſome 
lcanen ofhypocriſie,that muſtneeds bepurged our; 
ſome roote of bitterneſſe, that muſt needes be wee- 
ded vp; ſome thornes of couctouſneſle, pride, vaine- 
glory, thatmuſt needs be cut downe. Loe, my bro- 
ther,thou art come out of «£&gypt, thou haſt gone a 
great way in the wilderneſſe, thou art notnow far 
from Caraan, thou arr come cuen to the verynexr 
borders : two or three ſtrides more would ſer thee 
inthe landirſelfe. Vilt thou now fooliſhly mocke 
thy ſelfe ro thinke thy ſelfe in Canaan, becauſe thou 
arton Mount XAebo, within ſight of it, and {o goeno 
further? Wilt thou thus looſe all thy other labour 
and trauaile? haſt thou done ſo many things, ſuffered 
ſo m.ny thing: in vaine ? haſt thon therefore prayed, 
preached, heard, read, conferred, faſted, andſuffc- 


red the taunts of the wicked all this while for no 0- 


ther end butto goetoheli together with them > Oh 
take alittle paines more ;- thou haſt many goody 
graces, and they make thee to ſhine as a goodly and 
beautiſull temple of the Holy Ghoſt. Onely one 
thing is wanting ; there isſome errour in the founda- 
tion; I doubt me, it is ſandy, thou muſt needs digge 
alictle deeper : get aligle more humilitie of ſpirit, 
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andtruth, and purity of heart, orelſe when a ſtorme 
comes, allrhyoorher labour about the building wil! 
be loſt. I'am the more carneſt in this extortation, 
becauſe of thoſe fearetull ſhipwrackes, which many 
ſhips richly laden with many precious Iewels of 
grace, haue ſuffered in all ages, vpon this rocke of 
an euill and vnrenewed heart. O then take heed of 
it, as the very bane and poylon of all grace, and fo 
the onely canſe of thoſe many deceitsof the tempo: | 
rarie belecuer. Enter therefore into thoſe datke clo- 
ſers ofthy heart, take the /1ght of the word in the one 
hand, and the ſword of the ſpirit in the other: and | 
whatſoeuer Azagite or Am:lekite that light ſhall diſ- 
couer, kill, ſpare none with Sau/, make hauocke of 
all, an vniuerſall deſtruftion : ſaue but one, and rhou 
dceſtroyeſt thy ſelſe. Whatloeuer bee the outward 
flouriſhing ſhow of thy graces, if ſome {innelye co-| 
uered vnder them at the core, it will poyſon and rot 
them. Oh how much betterto haue grace lyc in the 
heart, couered vnder many corruptions, as it dot] 
oftenin the regenerate? for,when corruption lyes at 
the hart, couered vnder many outward graces,then 
it cates vp and deuoures the nouriſhment which 
grace ſhould receive from the heart, and ſo our gra- 
ces become /eane ſtaruelings, andin time the thornes 
that at firſt lye hid, ſprout forth, and ouer-growthe 
corne, and ſo vnhappily daſh thoſe hopctull degin 
nings, which ſeemed to promile a very large and 
ample harueſt. Contrarily,though a man haue ma- 


| 135. 


ny corruptions, and yettruth of grace lyeſecret|) 
in the heart, it will by little and little eare out al! 


thoſe corruptions. We ſee then whatit is wemuſ! | 
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(pecially labour for, ifwe would bee freed fromthar 
deceit of heart, wherewith the Temporary is begui- 
led, with whom the Dinell playeth, as the Cat doth 
withthe Mouſe. Helets them in ſome ſort goe out 
of his hands, in that he giueth them Jeaue todo ma- 
ny things, and doth not hinderthem in their ioy, and 
alacr.ty of ſpirit, or feruency of zeale, in whichre- 
gard he isfaid to be caſt outin the Golpell ; but yer 


as the Cat wil haue the Mouſe tl within her reach, 
that it ſhe offer torunne away,ſhe may preſently ap- 
prebend her,cuen ſodoth the Diuell here: he is ſure 
to haue thee within the reach of his pawe, as long as 
thy heart within ispolluted with the loue of any one 
linne : ſeethen if thou canſt deceiue this roaring Ly- 
on, thus ſporting with thee (as ſometime wee ſeethe 
poore Mouſe doth the Cat) wholly eſcaping from 
him, by thruſting out that one fſinne, that ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſethand defileth thy heart, andinſteadtherof in- 
tertaining the word and ſpirit of God. Till thou doſt 
this,thou art but in a damnable caſe, whatſoeuer thy 
flattering heart tels thee, thou muſt with David re- 
fraine from exery exil{ way, before thou can bee the 
true childe of God, a true keeper of his word, 7haue 
refrain'd my fecte (that is, my afteftions) from enery 
enill way, that is, from the loue and delight thereof, 
that I might keepe thy word. And lamestells rhee,that 
onely that one {inneof an vngouerned tongue, is ſuf- 
ficient todiſcouer the falſeneſle of thy religion, what 
eucr be thy profeſſion, 
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Of the deceit of the heart in ginine direttions for our 
atFions, 
The ſecond 


ceittulneſſe of mans heart in iudging, namely, 
injudging of perſons; now wee come tothe ſecond 
in iudging of aczons. And this is two-fold, in fore- 
iudging, in after-iudging. The iudgement of a4niſe, 


deceitiniudp. 


ing of aftions. 


and drredtion forthe doing ; and the iudgement of 
cenſure,and ſometimes correc#1on after the doing of | 
tac ations, 

Thedeccits of the former kind are almoſt infinite. 
The booke would (well too much, and I ſhould bur 
weary my lelte and theReader, largely to proſecute 


them all. Onely I will poynt at ſome of the chiefeſt 
heads : Theſe deceits therefore for direfjor are ci-! 
therin regard of the rules for the gouernment of our 
aQions, or of the a&Frons thernſelues, 

For the rwles, our deceitfull hearts preſcribe ſpe- 
cially three deceitfull rules,to ſquare our ations by. 
Firſt, the light of natura/{wiſedome 5 which being fo 
much degenerated fromthar ar the firſt creation,and 
ofa cleare (hininglampe, become a ſtinking ſnuffe, 
who ſeeth not that this light is plaine darknes it ſelf? 
T he wiſedome of the fl.fh is enmitie to God, - Secondly, 
the cnſtome of the times and examples of the multi- 
tude. As though the way of manners were like the 
way to great Market-townes , to bee knowne bythe 
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on it? or asthough men ſhould be lo ſilly as ſheepe, 
to follow whether focuer their companions leade 
them? for ſurely how many things are there done 
which would argue the doers either ſheepiſhly ſimple, 
or ragingly furious, if they did them alone, or with 
fewe companions ; whereasnow the multitude of 
their companions in madnes, is the only proofc they 
haue to prooue themſe!ues in their right mindes. 
Thirdly, our owne 7xtention and meaning, thar if ir 
be good, then ſo is the ation alſo ; which the Scrip- 
cure refuteth by the example of Y=z4th. Theſe are 
crooked rules and blinde guides, which blinded and 
deeetue hearts chuſe to themſclues. Bur here that 
of Salomon istruc. T here is a way that ſeemcth good in 
a _ orwne eyes, but the iſſues thereof are the wayes of 
aeath. | 

T hedeceit of the heart in iudging of the aQions 
themſelues is either againſt the whole law iz gene- 
ral, ori ſpectall againſt eithertable. All which to 
name were endlefſe, We will onely cull out ſome of 
the principall, 

Firſt, againſt the whole law Iobſerue three more 
ſpeciall deceits. | 

I. That thoxehts are free, that we (ſhall not be ac- 
countable to God forthem. Paul himſelfte, though 
a learned Phariſce, yet was thus deceived injudgin 
of thoughts , not conſented to, which are forbid. 
den inthetenth commandement, 1had not knowne 
({aith he of himſelfe in his Phariſaiſm?) that luft had 
beene {inneyunleſſe the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not luſt, 
Bue the groſlcneſle of this conceit may cafily ap- 
peare : for whatreaſon is there, that the aFovr of 
treaſon 
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tteaſor-fhonld be puniſhed, and the ff plorter ind | 
| contriger ſhould ſcape ?Now thefirſt beginning and 
hatching of any linne , is firſt inthe thoughts of the | 
heart: And if Kings will have their ſervants in their 
accounts, anſwer euen for pence,why may not God | 
call vs to a reckoning , euen for our {malleſt debrs? | 
| And if men puniſh words and deeds, becauſe they | 
ſee and know them , why then ſhould not God pu- 
niſh our thoughts , which he knowes far better then 
f any man can doe our outward ations ? Wee wulſt 
therefore make conſcience of the idle rovings of our 
brainesz our very thoughts and imaginations muſt 
ſtoupe, and doe homage to God,who hath required 
of vs to be loued with al our thoughts, and biddeth vs 
tremble even at the very firſt riſing of euill thoughts 
and motions in our hearts, and /nne not, Bur alas, 
many doe inuert the ſentence, and in this kinde very 
boldly finn:, and tremble not. | 
2+ That words are bat winde: yea, but they are | 
ſuch a winde as ſhall blow thee violently into hell; | 
and ſhall bee the bellowes to kindle, yea, the fucll ro | 
feede the flames of that vnquenechable fire. For by 
thy words thou ſhalt be iuſtified, an1by thy wore's th2u | 
ſhalt be coademned,and for enery idle word mult thou | 
giue account to God at the latt day, vnleſſe Chr'/t 
have giuen account for it before. What a dotage is 
this, to thinke thar our tongue, 2#7 glory, may bee, 
made our ſhame ; our greateft ornament, our fouleſt 
deformitie, our beſt, and yet withall onc-of our leaſt | 
members,a world of wickeaneſſe ? 
That the outward workes of the Law are ſ«f}- 
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Church, and to mumble ouer a few prayers inones 
bed, &c. inthe ſecond enough to line quietly and 
pay cuery man his owne, and not to breake our into 
(candals. This deceit pofleſſed the Phariſees , who 
in their interpretation of the Law , reſtrained. the 
prohibitions of murther and adulterie to outward 
groſſe murther and adulterie. So their Phylederies 
were not ſo broad, buttheir expofitions of the Law 
Were asnatrrow.-In the ſame errour was he,that hea- 
ring the commaundements of the fecond table, re- 
hearſed to him by our Sauievr , anſwered, At theſe 
haut Tkept from my youth ; bux wee mult know that 
the Law in cuery commaundement is ſpirituall, and 
binds the heart as well as the hand. | fe 
Againſt the firſt zable theſe deceits. _—_ 
1. Thatthe workes of the firſt rable are inicriour 
tothe ſecond : hence is that opinion, that it is caller 
coloue God then our neighbour. Hence allo it is, 
that there is. often ſeuerer diſcipline againſt drun- 
kennefle, theft, blaſpheming of great men, then a- 
gainſt prophanation of the Sabaoths, blaſphemous 
| oaths, and other ſuch like, as great breaches of the 
frſtrable, asthe named finnes are of the ſecond. 
| Whereas yet the'firſt and greet commaundement ts, 


— AA. 


Math 22.38. | Thow ſhalt lowe the Lord thyGod. 2. That God may 


be worthipped according to our owne deuiſe, with- 
our the warrant of his owne word : hence that Athe- 
iſticall ownt-religron, and that opinion that all religi- 
ons do well, a man may be ſauedin any : hence thoſe 
ſwarmes of wil/-workes, and worfhips , which natu- 
rally we preferre before thoſe commanded by God. 
Bur ſhall the King ſer downe himſelfe the rule of his | 
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one honor to be performed by his ſubies,and not 
 leaue ir free to euery country clowne to doe as they 


[lift : and ſhall we, farre more vnable to ſet downe 
any faſhions for Gods Religion, then the rudeſt ru- | 


\ ſticke is tor a Kings ciuill worſhip, ſhall wee I ſay, 
take vpon vs to determine ought of our (elues, in 


| Gods worſhip ? Men haue thought it a diſparage- 


ment to them,when their ſeruants being comman: | 
ded to doe ſomething, haue done otherwiſe; not | 
yet in contempt, but becauſe they did ſee that o- 
ther way which they tooke, to be better for their 
maſters purpoſe, then that which was commanded 
chem. Craſ/#5 cauſed his Maſon to be whipped,for 
that being commaunded to fend him the greater 
maſt,he ſent him thelefſe, onely becaufe he knew 
it to befitter for the turne whereto he would vſe ir. 
Doe men thus ftand vpon it ? fooliſh men, will they 
haue their owne wayes followed, without giuing 
place to the better courſes of their inferiours; and 
can God, whoſe fooliſhneſſe is wiſer then our beſt 
wiſedome, canhe take it well, that our folly ſhould 
thus rake heed to itſelte, preſuming to checke, and 
corre his wiſedome ? 

Againſt the ſecond Tablethere are alſo many de- 
ceitsz as, Thar cuery man may be for himſelfe,and 
make the moſt ofhisowne, and doe with his owne 
asheliſt;rhat the efficiows and ortinglic isnothing, 
whereas Galat.1. 10. we mult not ſpeake trueth to 
pleaſe men,much lefle then lye:thar itis the {1gne of 
a baſe mind to put vp an iniury, which yet the ſcrip- 
ture termeth our 2/ory,and an hundreth ſuch like.Bur 
methinks itis vnſauory raking inthis dunghill, letvs 
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therefore leauethis point, and come to the hearts 
iudgement of aQions after they be done, andſee 
how that alſo is deceicfull, 


Cuae, XII 
The deceitful indgement of the heart in cenſuring our 
ations already done, and more ſpecially the ſhifts it 
wv{eth for excuſing of ſinfull ations, 


N Ow it is deceitfull, not onely inthe ſentence it 
paſſeth vpon exill afFions,bur allo vpon goed. 

1.For good aftions,two wayes : firſt, by condem- 
ning the innocent, and minag vs for them, as i 
we had ſinned ; as when an Anabaprifis conſci- 
ence accuſeth him for {wearing before a lawfull Ma- 
giſtrate, lawfully exaRiog itz when a Papiftsfor ca- 
ring an egge in Lent : ſecondly,by ſetting the good 
we hauedoneat ſo higharate,making agreat . ry 
of nothing. 

2.Foreuill ations, the judgement of our hearts 
is deceitfulltwo wayes.. 

Firſt, in juſtifying the guilty, acquiting vs for 
them as ifwe had done well 3 as thoſe our Sauiour 
ſpeaketh of, that ſhould judge of the murcher of the 
Apoftles,as of good ſernice performed to God, And 
this deceit isthe ſtronger, it the ſinne be happy in 
ſucceſſe.Theh vile wickedneſle ſhall be graced with 
thename of vertue it ſelfe. Diony/z2 alter his ſpoile 
ofan Idols temple, finding the winds fauourablein 
his nauigationzloe,ſaith he, how the Gods approue 
of Sacrilege. Hee bleſſed himſelfe in his ſuppoſed 
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ſacriledge,becaule of the good fucceſſethat inſued. | 
This was likely alſo to be /eroboams deceit, that his 
Calues were not ſo cuill, when he fawhow the Pro- 
pher, which ſo thundred againſt them, was after- |! £113-13.44. 
ward {laine of a Lyon. This alſo was the deceit of | * #77" 
thoſe wines in /erey, that iuſtified rheir idolatrous 

incenſing tothe Lucene of Heauen, by the plenty and, |rew.44-11, 
peace thenenioyned in regard of that ſcarceneile 

which followed the leauing ofthat idolatry. Like as 

many of the 1/rael.res,when they were brought into | 

the deſart,where was wanc of all things, inregard of 

that which was in-£2pr, they preferred Egypt : as | 
now many,blinded with the ſame deceit, preter Po-| 
pery inthe ſame reſpe&, before the Goſpe!l. Bur for) 
the delinering of our ſelues from this deceit we mult 
know, that we muſt iudge of the goodnelle of the 
ſecceſſe,by the goodneſle of the att:0n, nor contra-| 
rily of the goodneſle of the ation, by the goodneſle 
of theſucceſle, 


Neither isthis deceitofiudging our {infull ati- 
onslawfull and good, proper onely to the blinde 
worldlings, but incident alſo to thoſe that have 
ſome knowledge :nd ſenſe of Religion, yea often to | 


the truely godly themſelues. Dawd cryes cur, who 
| knoweth the erro's of bis wayes ? How many ſecret Pl (9.12, 
| finnes havethe beſt, which they are fo farre from 
accounting finnes; that they beare themſelnes out! 
| inthem,as iuſt and warrantable ? Of chis kinde was 

the Po/igemy of the Patriarchs, whole living and dy-| 
ing in that ſinne, without ſpeciall repentance for it, 
ist0 be imputed to this deceittulneſle of heart wee 
now ſpeake of. And ſono doubt is it ſtill with vs,that 
many 
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Math. 1.19. 


1 Sam.1.14-, 


2 Excuffng 
them,by 


'm any ſinnes goe currant with vs, without the leaſt 
checke, in regard of the generall {way ofthe times. 


But this deceit is farre more grieuous in ſome , who 
being ſomething like true Chriſtians, ( but indeede| 
are not)are often foully illuded by Sathan,So thatas 
once 7eſeph rookethe conception of the holy Ghoſt ro 
be an adulterous ſeede;{o theſe men contrarily rake 
adulterous conceptions, that is ſome thoughts and 
affetions which ſprung from pride,and vaine glory, 
to be ſpirituall conceptions of the holy Ghoſt, and to 
come from zealezand piety; and as once El; & thoſe: 
mockers A&#s 2. imputed the true worke of the /þ1- 


rit to drunkenneſſe,lo theſe through the deceitfulnes 
of theirhearrs, father vpon he ſpirit certaine mori- | 
ons and aCtions, thac are indeed the fruit ofa cer- 
caine kind of drankenneſſe and gidaineſſe of intoxi- 
cated minds. | 
The ſecond ching wherein the iudgement of the 
heart touching our {innes ſh:wes it deceirfulneſle,is' 
this 3 thatifthe aCtion be ſo groſſe, asthatir can- 
not be excuſed in irſelfe, yet to excule it, as it was 
done by vs. That though it cannot excule it whol- 
ly, yet it will exceedingly extenuate it, making it 
ro bein vs,and as we did it, bur a veniall, a petty and 
pardonable (inne. As the vniuſt ſteward inthe Gol- 
pell for a hundred pounds ſet downe fifty, ſo deale 
we,nay farre worſe,with our debts to God, that is, 
ourfins. Talents are made farthings and farthings 
meere nothings. Great {innesare made lirtle (innes, 
and litcle finnes nofinnes. And here eſpecially doth 
the cunning deceitfulneſſe of the heart excell, Ir 


doth ſo {traine and ſtretch it wits, euen as it were on 
renter 
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tencer-hookesforto finde ont excuſes,as it were {'”- 
 1c21125 to couer ournakednefſe, and thickets to lurkc 
In, {ie might be, vneſpied by God himtfelte. This is 

that deceit Der/d meant,when he ſaid , Bleſſed & that 
| 47 110 wooſe heart there is no exile , namely , to minſe 
| or mittigatethe greiuouſicile of his finne,by the in- 
| uention of witty and colourable excuſes and cxte- 
| nuations, And this, as it may ſeeme,licſpakeout of 
' his owne experience, inthat his gricuons fn inthe 
| matter of 77744. For in this point the Scripture tux- 
; eth him for want of vprighenes of heart, and there- 
 forealſo hinſelfeat Iengrh , in his repentance, ta- 
| king notice of it in himlſelfe, crieth out, 0 Lord, thou 
i loveſt the truth inthe imward parts, thereby implying, 
' that in that ſinne hee had diſcouered much deceit, 
and want of truth and vprightneſſe; now , in what 
morethen in this,thathe ſewed caſhions under his el- 
bowes,that he might [leepe ſecurely in bis finne, and 
after he had built che wall, he dawbed it with the untem- 
pered morter of his owne vaine and friuolous excu- 
ſes; as thata King hadequall authoritie ouer all his 
ſubie@s, and therefore, itnce ſome muſt needes bee 
expoſed ro more perill inthe warres then others, he 
m'ght as well put 77iahto that hard lot, asanother; 
thar as longas Yah was not flaine with his owne 
bands, but in the warres, hee was not guilty of his 
death, and diners ſuch ike inuentions. And who 
(hallnot in ſome meaſure diſcerne this deceit ? how 
buſilie will our hearts lay abour them to ftinde 
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to wake them ſcemeleſlſe odious and vgly then in 


deede they are ?'So that,though when wee cometo 
Onme 
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ſomepretence or other for the leſſening of our (ins, | 
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gue indgement, wee cannot wholy free our ſelues, 
but mult needes giue in the verdict againſt our 
(clues, yet we will doe it as fauourably, and with as 
great reſpe& as may be. Like Danid, that when hee 
| could not but ſend his ſubieRs againlt 46/alom, yet 
| willed them to haue ſpecial careofnot hurting him. 
| But when our deceitfull hearts would vrge vs to 
' ſhew this fauour to our Abſolow, to our darling ins, 
| we ſhould no more regard them , then Joab did Da- 
| #ids charge concerning Abſolom, but with ſlomacke 
' and courage runne them through wich the two-ed- 
ged ſword ofthe ſpirit : and not,as viually wee doe, 
onely giuethem a little pinch with our finger, or 
pricke with a pinne. Butler vs (ce the particulari- 
ties of theſe deceitfull excuſes. 

The firſtis, to plead the corruption of nature. O 
ſay ſotne, when they are iuſtly chalenged , wee are 
but fleſh & bloud, borne in lin, our corrupt nature 
as a mightie ſtreame carries vs away violently, We 
are but weake fraile menzno Sa/ns,no Angels. Thele 
ſee not that this is ſo farre from leſſening , thar itra- 
ther aggrauateth their l1nne. For as the Philoſopher 
ſayes of thoſe that excuſe their ſinne by drunken- 
neſſe,that they deſerue dowble puniſhment, firſt, for 
the drunkenneſle , then for the ſinne committed in 
and by their drunkennefle : ſo likewiſe is it here. 
We deſerue double damnarion,firſt for this corrup- 
tion of our nature, and then forthe fruites of it, in 
ouractuall tranſgreſſions ; becauſe as the drunkard 
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wiſe of our owne corruption of nature, for God 
made vs holy and righteous, after his owne Image, 
but 
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is the cauſe of his owne drugkenneſſe, fo wee like- | 
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but we our ſelues in our firſt parents dehiled & cor- 
rupted this holy nature. And therefore David when 
in that PenutentialiPlalme , his repenting heart ewen 


— 


ftudied with it felfe, how to make his linne out of 
mea(ure ſ(infull, and to raiſe it vp tothe higheſt de- * 


gree of rebellion; he bringeth in the mention of his 
corruptnature,as an amplification thereof, /x "nze 
was Tconceiued,and in iniquitie brought forth. And leſt 


it might be though that he did cunning]y alleadge | 
it toleſſen his (inne, he addeth , thow loweſt the truth, | 


no ſuch deceirfull cloaking. 


The /econd cloake are the examples of the faults of 
holy and godly men, eſpecially thoſe in the Scrip- | 


ture as Daxids adultery, Peters deniall, Lots incett, 
Noahs drunkenneſſe, &c. How many are there thar 
vpon theſe examples doe beare and boulſter them- 
ſelues outin the ſame or the like linnes ? But what a 
ſtrange deceit is this, that that which increaſeth itn, 
ſhould be vied as a diminution thereof ? for by how 
much the perſon that finneth is greater, by ſo much 
allo is the linne itſelfe. Adultery by Danids exam- 
ple was made ſo much the viler, by how much Da- 
wids holines exceeded others. Againe,whata grotle 
delu(ton is this, that that which indeede is an argu- 
ment of feare, ſhould be made an argument of bol4- 
neſſe in (inning ? forwho in his righ: minde would 
not reaſon thus with himſelfe? Did P4u4d, Peter, and 
other ſuch worthies fall ſo dangerouily, that had fo 
excellenta meaſureotthe ſpiri: ? oh then it ſtandeth 
me in handtolooketo my ſelfe,whoſe feer are farre 
more feeble,and ſtand in tar more {lippery ground. 
Surely, ifthe Saints were aliue againe , and heere 
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wich vs on earth, as there would be diversother 
matters of grizfe vnto them, ſo I rhinke nothing 
more, then to ice the horrible abuſe, as oft their ver- 
tus, lo of their 1perfecrions : of their vertues when | 
in that regarathey are defiled by the ſuperſtitious 
Idolater : of their infirmittes and mperfeitions, when 
tor them they are made the patrons of hatctull and 
{hametull detormities,by the looſe Libertine. As4t 
would gricuethem to ſee thoſe wertues , the weake- 
nelle wheies! matle them to tall down before God, 
in 41n174tio3,to be raiſed vp to ſuch an neight, asto 
make others f:ll down to them in «doration:{o allo to 
{cetheir tins which wrought ſhame in themſclues, to 


| we. ke rpudencie in others. It Cauidhad committed 


adulcery,as thinking it no ſuch great mater, becauſe 
ofthe exampie of fome Prophets before him , there 
lad bin ſome more colour 1n his excuſe : But Dauid 
{ell only through his owne concupiſcence,not vpon 
any patronage ot holy mens examples. A Prophet 
with fis words rebaked him for bis fin : No Prophet 
with his deeds flelhed him in his {in : why doft thou 
louetnthy fſelfe that which David hated in himſclfe ? 
to conclude this point,the exaraples of holy men 
intaings imitable, ate compares by the ho!y Ghoſt 
tothe J/racites cloud, thar ied them inthe wilcernes., 
Put their vawarrantable examples are like the lack 
parc of the cloud , which whoſocuer (hall tol.ow, 
with thoſe Egyptians, together with them, heis like 
co be drowned jn the ſea of eternal! deſtruction. 
The third thiftis their J2xoraxce, and want of lear- 
ning. They fay they are no Scholſers nor book-lear- 
ned: and therefore, howſoeuer theſe things they are 
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accuſed of, would be ſcarce tollerable in others, yet 
in them they are very excuſable. For thediſcouery 
of this deceit, we mult vnderſtand,that there is a two 
told Jznorance. A plame and imple ignorance,and alſo 
a wiifull and affected. The plaineand ſimple ignorance, 
though it may extenuate, yet it cannot altogethet 
excule, The ignorance of thy Princes Lawes will 
{ notexcule thee in his Court, and thinkeſt.thou that 
um Gods Court,who is far feucrer then any mortal; 
wight,the plea of ignorance hal be heard?tor as the 
| Princes lawes are printed and publiſhed,& therefore 
may be known, valeſſe we beeither careleſle or wil- 
full; ſoalfo are Gods. Artthou then ighorant ? the 
fault is thine owne, it cannot therefore ſave thee | 
harmleſle.No, the ſeruant not knowing his Maſters 
will muſt be beaten wich ſome ſtripes,it he do it nor, 


does it not. But yerif his ignorance bee the ſecond 
kinde of ignorance,wilfull & affeited,then he ſhall be 
beaten with as many ifnot more : for this kinde of 
ignorance increaſeth the ſinne rather then any whir 
leſſens it. And here, asin the caſe of drunkenneſle, 
donble puni{hmentis worthily deſerued ; becauſe 
they doe willingly ſhut their owneeyes, that they 
might not ſee pand doe of ſet purpoſe nuzzle them- 
ſelues in ignorance, thoughthe light on every (ide 
incompaſle them, thinking thereby ro procure ro 
> pom” ep a libertie of (inning, without guilrineſle: 
but they aredeceiued, Heretruely hath place thar 
ſaying , The ignorance of the truth can be no excuſe to 
[aue their condemnation , who had they had a will 10 ſecke 


chough not with ſo many as he, that knowing it, | 
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They double their guiltineſle, they twiſt the bonds 
of their iniquiries ſtronger, and adde further weight 
'0 their (inne, when they thinketo make it lighter. 
[To this purpoſe Thomas the Schoole-man ſpeaketh 
very iudiciouſly,thus : Sometimes it happeneth that ig- 
norance is directly, and init ſelfe voluntarie , as when 
one is willinzly ignorant that he might finne the more free- 
ly. And futh ignorance ſeemeth to increaſe our volun- 
tarineſJe ; and ſo our ſinne : for it proceedeth altogether 
from the intention of the will ſet pon ſinning, that a man 
will wilinzly ſuffer the damage of ignorance , ts emoy the 
freedome of fnning, 
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Cruar, XIIL 
Of the deceit of the heart in-tranſlating the ſinne from 
our ſelues pon ſome other cauſe, 


HE fourth deceitfull.tricke in clearing our 

ſelues, when guilty, is that of Tranſlation, when 
by laying the fault vpon ſome other cauſe , wee 
would altogether disburthen our ſeluez thereof. 
\V herein the heart ofman is ſo ſubtile, that if itcan 
finde outany otherrhing or perſon, hat in the leaſt 
fort may ſeeme to be but the leaſt piece ofan occafl- 
on, that ſhall be ſifficientto free it ſelfe of all maner 
of blame, Harpaſt,a blinde woman in Sexeca, would 
not yet be perſyaded that ſhe was blind, but found 
faule with the houſe wherein ſhe was,as being ouer- 
darke: ſo fareth it with vs in our ſpirituall blindnes, 
hard is it if wee finde not 
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out ſomething that muſt eaſe vs of all the burthen of 
the blame. | 

As firſt of all, how vſuall is that tranſlation vp- 
on the fleſh. O lay the prophane , as of old in 4«- 
ſtens time , lo ſtill when charged with their wicked- 
nefle;not we,but the fleſh, We ot our ſelues haue good 
wils to doe otherwiſe, wee like and approue of the 
belt thinges, buethe fleſh ouer-maſters vs , that as a 
violent ſtreame carries vs away. And therefore wee 
truſt we may ſay with Paul, It is 19 more wee that doe 
it , but ſinne that dwelleth ws : but this is a groſle 
deceir. 

For firſt,they ſhould conſider who Pasl was that 
vied theſe words,and of whar linnes ; not open and 
groſſe, from which euen his Phariſaiſme was free, 
but of inward infirmities , whereby he felt che perte- 
ftion of his good workes to bee hindered. How 
ſhamefullthenis ito bring that in defence of open 
ſcandals, which is ſpoken concerning priuic and ſe- 
cret infirmiries. 

Againe, nonecan ſay concerning their ſins, that 
they are not theirs, bur the fleſhes , ſauerhey , who 
belides the fleſh haue the ſpirit encountring the fb 
But in theſe kinde of men, in whoſe mouths this ex- 
cuſe is ſo ordinary , there is no ſtrife at all betwix: 
the ſirit and the fleſb. For they are nothing bur fleſh. 
neither isthereany thing in them but corruption. 
Therefore it is an idle ſpeach for them to ſay, not we 
but the fleſh, that is yot we, but wee. For what elſe are 
they bur fleſh, iv vnderſtanding, memory, will, afte 
ions, ſoule,and body, &c? But yet when they arc 
to comit ſome lin, they feele ſome reliſtance. True: 
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but this re:1ttance is not from the minde renewed,and 
{ſo conſenting vnto, and delighting in the Law, as 
holy-and good,as in Pal; but from the minde onely 
inlizhtnea,ro fee the fearefnll punithments that ſhall 
tollow vpon the tinne. And hence it is thatthe com- 
bat inthe regenerate isin the ſame faculties of the 
| ſole; betwixtthe will and the will, the afte&tions 
| and affetionsz becauſe as euery part of the ſoule| 


| is partly carnall, partly ſpirituall, fo alſo the will 


and affections. Whence it comes to paſle,that when 

| the renewed part of the will carryes vs to good, the 
| vntegenerate part, that is, the fleſh fwayes vs to ewill. 
| Buttne combat in the vnregenerate is betwixt di- 
ers faculties of the ſoute 3as betwixt the vnderſtan- 
ding ardche will, betwixt the conſcience and the 
atctions : The willand afteRions of an vngodly 
man doenot hold backe, or make any reſiſtance, 
when he is tempred to (inne : for they are wholly 
carnall, and haue not either the leaſt hatred of the 
| linne forbidden, or loue of the Law forbidding it, 
and therefore they areſeta gogge, and drink: in ini- 
quitie, as the fiſh doth water : but only his conſcience, 
inlighrened by God to ſee the terror of the puniſh- 
ment, caufeth a demurre to be made. Herod in his 
intelt may feele inwardly ſome obietions alleaged 
az2inſt it, but yer he loues his inceſt with all his hart, 
and in ltke-manner hates the ſeuenth Commande- 
ment forbidding it, and wiſhes with all his heart 
there were no ſuch Commandement. Thoſe obie- 
tions therefore are made,not by his will delighting 
in the Law,and fo ſaying; How can 1 doe this and fanne 
| 4zainſi God ? But by the minde terrified with the 
choad. 


—— — 


[ 
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threatnings of the Law. The woyce of Daxids con-|_, _ 
fli&t with himſelfe in his adultery was this, 7 conſent NES 
10 the Law, that it s moſt holy and inft in forbidding adul- | vincebu , tec 
tery , and therefore Icannot wholly giue my aſſent to this | ©” - wei 
adultery. The voice of Herods ftrite in his inceſt is | 44+ Aus con- 
this, 1 conſent tothe Law that it is true in threatning in- 1 &c 5, 
ceſt withthe curſe of God, and feele terror in the appre- 
ben/ion of it. Sothat the oppolition which the rege- 
nerate make againſt linne, 1s tromtheapprehenlion 
ofthe goodneſſe of the Commandement : the oppoliti- 
on ofthe wnregenerate, from the apprehenſion of the 
truth ofthe threatning : the former from /ove, the 
latter from feare. 

Now though this bee ſufficient to diſcouer this 
deceit to thoſe that will deale faithfully with them- | 
ſelues in the examination of their owne hearts : yet, 
for the further (topping of the mouth of iniquitie, 
that excellent ſpeech of the Apoſtle is ro be remem- 
bred, The fleſh luſteth aga nſt the ſpirit , and the ſpirit a- | Gil. 5-17, 
gainft the fleſh and theſe are contrary one to the other , ſo 
that ye cannot doe the ſame things that ye would. Where 


the fleſh is reliſted by the Spirir, it neucr wholly 
preuailes, but in ſpigitof it teeth is broken of hcr 
will, it cannot doe that it would , but in theſe men 
the Fleſh. doth whatſoeuer it would ; the ac7ion 
of (inne is as ready as the temprativn they line, 
they lye, they wallow, and tumble themleiues 1n 
their (innes; they make a daily trade of their vn- 
cleannefle, prophanneſſe, worldlineſle : ſhall any 
man now perſwade mee that the ſpirit is in them, 
ſtruggling with the fleſh? Certainely, if there were 


| but the leaſt dramme ofthe ſpirit to reſiſt, the fleſh 
ſhou'd! 
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ſhould not ſinne thus freely, withour interruption: 
it hould notalwaies hold the reynes, and lit atthe 
helme. 7beate my body, that is, Imoleſt and vexethe 
fleſh, the old 4dam, that isin mee; and marke what 
tollowes,7 bring it inſubiettian, Where then the fleſh 
alwaies flouriſheth and triumpheth, and is neuer 
brought vnder, thereneuer is any true reliftance, 
| there is no ſpirit, the aduerſary that ſhould trou- 
ble it. 

'  Obieff. Butit will be ſaid , did not David in his 
adultery do that which his fleſhly will would? Af. 
| No; not wholy, not fully. For firlt ofall, by reaſon 
| of the reliſtanceof the ſpirit, he could not take that 
fulneſſe of pleaſure which a vexeriors Epicure would. 
| Furcher, the fleſh would haue had him ſlept ſecure- 
ly, and gone on ſtoutly (till in that ſinne, and to 
; haue done as much to others,as to Bathſheba, bur be- 
; cauſe ofthe contradiion of the ſpirit gaineſaying 
the fleſh, hee could not (o bleſle his ſoule in his lin, 
hee could not lye tumbling in his mire , but was 
forced toriſe vp, and waſh himſelte in the waters of 
repentance. And wilt thou that after thy (itting 
downe to (inne, neuer riſeſt againe vnleſſe it bee 
as thoſe Iſraelites, that ſate downe to eate and drinke, 
and roſe wp to play, that is, to the doing of ſome 
worſe matter, wiltthou plead the combat of the 
fieſhand the ſpirit ? Excellently S. Auſten. The fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit If the ſpirit doe mot alſo luſt 4- 
gainſt the fleſh, they commit adultery : For what ſhauld* 
hinder ? But if the ſpirit luſt againſt the fleſh , then 1 
may ſee th.e indeede ſhrewdely aſſaulted, wholly vangquiſh- 


Well 
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| Wellirhen, the waregenerate cannot excuſe their 
ines by the fleſh, bec1uſe the fleſh, and they being | 
all one,in acculing thic Acth, they accuſe themſelues. | 
\Vhat then?may che regenerat? Neither:tor where- 
a5 the fleſh 1n them is only a ſlaze and captiue,deadly ' 
wounded by God, at firſt conuerſion, and daily 
awed by the contrarietie of the /irit, that they yer | 
;hould be foyled by the fleſh , that the fleſh ſhould lo | 
farrepreuaile with them, as to bring forth the fruits 
of diſobedience, this ſeemeth rather to adde, then 
| any whit co diminitn their (inne : for as for the wic 
ked,they are nothing bur fleſh, they haue no aduerla 
ry to the fleſh in chem(ſclues,that might buckle with 
it: but the godly they haue the/pirit,which of itſelfe 
as Chriſt ſayes, is prompt and ready, but that wee by 
our ſloath and negligence diſable ir. Therefore the | 
Scripture'vpon theſe grounds exhorts the godly to | 
good duties , becauſe of the regeneration of their | 
nature,whereby they are in ſome meaſure enabled | 
to ſubdue their corruption, and ſo to performe obe- | 
dience; as S. /ames, hauing made mention of our | 
new birth : Of hs owne will begat he ws by the word of | 
truths, thereupon inferreth , Wherefore let every man 
be ſwift to heave, ſlow to ſpeake &5c, And S. Peter ha- 
uing exhorted to lowe one another , with a pure heart 
| fernently,annexeth this reaſon , Being borne anew, not 
of mortallſeed, but immortall , exc. Now it is ſhame-| 
ful for a man that hath ſtrength, &is furniſhed with 
weapons,to ſuffer the theefe to take his purſe from 
him:ſois itfor the regenerate man , whom God in 
his regeneration-harh indued with ſpiritualllite and 
ſtrength, whereby he might be able to ſtriue againſt 
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Math, 26. 
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and make his part good with the fleſh, to ſuffer it to 
robbe him of any ſpirituall grace. Specially when as 
the fle(h in them is as an vnderling , cruſhed &trod 
vnder their feete. What a ſhame 1s this for a mano 
be ouercome by his baſe vaſſal,who was once alrea- 
dy before overcome by himſelte ? This therefore is 
matter ofhumiliation, and deeper aggrauation of 
| our linnes, that God hauing diſarmed the fleſh, and 
| ſubieeditto vs, yet we by our fauouring of it, as 
| the 1/raelites the Canaanites, haue nourithed a ſnake 
| in our owne boſomes and: haue ſuffered it to grow 
to thar head, that it ſhould be readie to ouertop vs : 
Thereforethe Apoltle doth not extenuate butag- 
grauatethe factions of the Corimhians by this , that 
theſe things came from the fleſh in them , and were 
fruits of their carnalitie. Therefore hee ſaies by way 
r. Cor. 3. z. | of vpbraiding , Tee are yet carnall, Mans deceittull 
heart would hauc holpen the matter with this:alas! 
though wee be regenerate, yet wee are ſtill alſo car- 
nall in part, andthe fie will bee working : Butthe 
holy Ghoſt retorts it thus; as you are naturally car» 
na!l, ſo by your new birth, yee now are become 
ſpirituall: whata ſhame then is this for you, that the 
(pirit performes his ofce no better in quelling the 
fleſh, that the fleſhis ſtill ſo Juſty and liuely in you, 
that one would thinke you were wholly carnall and 
not ſpirituall at all ; thatafter ſo long atime of your 
regeneration,youare yet ſo carnall, the fleſh ſtill car- 
| ries ſo ſtrong a hand ouer you? that ſhifting then off 
che fau-rtothe flelhis idle , whether inthe wicked, 
wa the godly. : 
oe, | The {econd tranſlation of ſinne is vpon the times, 
| and 


_ 


_— "I 


th. 


and places, where we liue, and the wickednes ot men 
with whom wee conuerſe. Becauſethe times gene: 
raliy are fo corrupt and cnil!, therefore weethinke 1. 
we be corrupt in them, the tault is not ors, but rhe 
times. S. Pauls argument is cleane contrary, Redze- | Epliel 5.16, 
min? the time, becauſe the daies be eaill, The badacile 
of the times did nor ſerue with S. Pan! tor a cloake 
to excuſe our contormitieto rhe times, in waiting 
our time wicked!y, as others doe; but as 2 ſpurrc to 
excite vsto bee ſo much the more carctull of our 
(clues, not to be {wayed with the common ſtreame, 
in the idie and prodizgallexpenſe of our time, but to 
reſcue it out of the hands of i1ntall vanirics, and to 
ſpend it wholy for the good of our own {oules. And 
good reaſon have we to make this vie of thecorrup- 
cion of the times; for,itthe aire be generally infeCti- 
ous, had we not ncedeto be {o much tic more ſtrict 
in ourdiet, &carefull inthe vie of wholeſome pre- 
ſeruatiues? Surely the worſe the times are, thenee- 
rergrowthey totheirend, and therefore fo much 
the more apprehenijue 00357 we ty beok the occa- 
{tons of 2009. becauſe the 47, in which one!y wee 
can worke,is declining apace,tid chat fearctull v7vbl 
approacherh, whereta none can worke. 
Bur yet, forail this, it is no lefle vſua'l for men to | 
vſe this excuſe in defence of weir owne enormitics | 2 mm _ 
F | am-itr (ws: [eu 
now, then it hath beene heretofore. *eeca (hew- | owe home ws 
eth how in his time many would beeready to plead | #7 wwereps 
thus for themſelues , 74m mot ambitions ;, but 'no man ;; —_ 
can line otherwiſe in Rome. 1 am not proatzally ſumptu- | wh oſs mg. 
ou ; but the city will pat a man to great charces. Wt is not "OT Rs F 
- fault that as yet 1 amnot centred into a ſeiled oy 7 mea vitth, Ge. 
i/e. 
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life. 1t is my youth and hot bloud that doth this, Butas 
heexcellently addeth, Why doe wee dec-ine onr ſelues ? 
Ti euill is not from without , from any extrinſeccall 
caſe, it within zit ſlickes in our very bowels. It we 
lived elſewkere,in other places,and companies, vn- 
 leffe our bearts within were changed, we lhould (til! 
' berheſamemen. For, that it is not intheplace, 
' that wearethus and thus peruerted, will appeare e- 
; Utdently, if we caſt our eyes vpon others, that haue 
lived in asenill times and places, and yer like filhes, 
retayning their ſweetneſlein the ſalt fea, like Sala- 
mandcrs, viiſcorched in the hire. It matters not fo 
much how great the fire bee which lighterh vpon a 
place, asoft what qualitie the thing is whereon it 
li2hrerh : for euen a great deale of fire falling vpon 
hard and ſolide ſubſtances would not once kindle, 
and 2 little ſparkle in dry,chippy, combuſtible mat- 
ter hath quickly burnt vp all. So itskils not ſo much 
what theplace be, as what the minde. Mindes well 
diſpoſed, and carefully watching ouer themſclues 
haue continued in the corruptelt places without 
[pot ; as 7ſeph , Nehemiah, Daniel, Obadiah, in the 
courts of Pharaoh, Artaxerxes , Nebuchodonecer, 4- 
hab; and S. Paul makes mention of Saints in Neroes 
court,that monſter ofnature.Contrarily,the minde 
being ſecure, or otherwiſe ill diſpoſed, the beſt pla- 
ces haue beene no priuiledges againſt finne. Wit 

nefle 41192 that linned in Paradi/e ; the Dewill , that 
tellin Zeanen, in Gods own court. Lo falling in Gods 


” 
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Lot in pry werſe 
cintate 5:fites, 
in monte pecca- 


court,and /ta4n7 in Neroes. Lot continued chaſt in 
hithy Sodome.and yer fell grieuoully in the ſolitaric 
and retired mountain:vniuſtly then are places charged, 
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As vniultly,in the third place,are our callings,and | , vv. 
theimployment ofchem;which,fay many,are ſuch, | Callin; s. 
that thty muſt needs negleR the kingdome of God 

in prayer,reading, meditation, ſandtification of the | 
tSaboths; which itro do be linne, nor they but their | 

calings rauit be called into queſtion. But wee mult | 
know that no calling is a callingaway trom God no w0- 
cation 13 an auocation from godlines : but as our S4ut- 
our [peakes of rhe Saboth,lo alſo may it be ſaid of our 
callings : Man was not mae for calling , but callings jor 


MU GI Inn 


Mar: 2, 17. 


NIC 


| man, that is, for his good, not forthe hurt or hinde- 
rance of his ſoule. Certaine therefore it is that this is 
butadeceittull excuſe: for David & Damel taken vp 
with the many and waighty affaires of ciui:l gouern. 
ment(alas,whatare thy occaſtonsto theirs)tliey yet 
could finde leaſure to pray thrife a day. And tell me, 
thou who thus pleadeſtthe troubleſome diſtratio: 
of thy calling,do they lo poſleſle thee that thou « 25:1! 
neither ſleep,noreate & drink;for all thy bulinefles 
I dareſay, thou doſt not wholly depriuethy ſelfe wu. | 
theſe neceſſary comforts Andart thou yet to lcarn, | 
that theſe are not ſo neceſſiry for the bod v, bur th: 


for the loule ? Remember the exampies of thc wo- | 
man of Samara,leauing her pitcher atthe well, & 05 {52 + 22 
the Shepheards,lcauing their flocks tor the bulines ot | 


eXerciles of Gods {cruice are 43 neceſlary every way 


Chriſt;& learne by them that our particul. callings | 
muſt giue place to the gexerallcalling of Chriſttanity | 
And good reaſon,one kindaes deſerus another, Our | 
generall calling ot Chriftianityis nor ſo vniuſt, asto | 


ſeize ordinarily vpon al the time of our partzeulay cal | Mar. 14 23. 
lings:therefore Chriſt will rather rob his eies of ilecp | Lon Ce 
and | | 
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and pray all night,then by praying ail che day time, 
robhis perſonacalling of it duerime : Why then 
{hovld ourparticalar callings be ſo vnikinde as toen- 
:roach ypon our general calling, and to take from it 
tharlictletimeot the morning and evening, not con- | 
tent with her owne © large allowance : likerherich 
\man in Aathazs parable, that ſtole from the poore 
'12n hizone onely ſheepe,hanving many of his own. 

ichad beene moretollerable for the poore man to 
(14ne taken one of rhe rich mans, And oftherwo it 1s 
more allowavle for the generall calling,to make boid 
\ withthe time of our perſopall, then cantrarily : both 
becauſe ourgererall calling hath not the fithe of that 
(cime which the per{oail hath , as aiſo , becauſe the 
| wo: kes of this calling arefarre more worthy and cx- 
celſent, as thoſe which direaAly and immediately re- 


- 


| / 


\{pe& Ged himſelfe. And yer thou wouldeſt not al- 
[ow this for a iuſt excule in him, thar all the {ixe 
Jayes hath negleRed his particular calling, that hee 
{.1;d attend all thar while , Prayer, reading, Medita- 
| cron, How then ſhou:dthineowne neglett of Gods 
(eruice vpen the Sabboth, and the mornings and even- 
/rzs ot other dayes beexcuſed ? thinkeſt thou by the 
toloving ofthy worldly occaſions?tor as vnder pre- 
cence of prayer & medication wee may not become 
| 2zonkes,& wholly giue oner occalions inthe world : 
{6 neither vnder pretence of our worldly occaſions, 
' may w2 become propnane VWorldlizos, and wholly! 
| turlakerbe worttip of God, | | 
| Ocaers blame rhe condiczon oftheir ,O ſay they | 
| WECAIC poare men, that haue nothing to live by, | 
| [une theſe hands, Can wee needy handicrafcs-men, 
| or 
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or poore laboures be Dizines ? Y ea, ſo muchthe ra- 
ther, ſayes Chryſoftome, may you praQtiſe true dinini- 


tie. When wrath, enuy, and other ſuch like corrupri- 
ons ſhould be curbed, doth povertiethenlet thee?! 


rather a great furtherancerothee 1n all theſe > Doth 
not pouertie ſcrue to tame and mecken thee, totake 
downe thy pride, to pricke thee toprayer? Or what 
vertue 15 there that needeth money tor the praCtile 
thereof? Thouwilt ſay liberalitic : yea, bur cuen this 
vertue alſo, faith that Father, hath (hined more 
brightly by reaſon of pouertie. The poore widowes 
erwo mites were a better almes,then all che reſt ofthe 
richer ſort. See then hew thou ſlandereſt thy po- 
uertie,the Miſtreſle of ſo many vertues. Remember 


ctions ? Doth pouertie hinder thee from being hum- | 
ble, ſober, temperate, watchfull in praier? or 15 itnot | 


S. Paul a poore tent-maker , and yet no leficholy in 
his ſhop among his tents, then in his fudie among his 
Book es and Parchments : and by his example learne 
how thy ſhop may be vſed, euenas an Oratorie, or 
place of greateſt deuotion. Neuer tell me thy han- 
diclabours abſtrat thy minde from heauenly medi- 
tations. Paul a tent-maker , working with his hands, 
con!d yer ſay, Our conuer ſation is in heaven, Neuer 
complaine of the pinches of pouertie, that they lay 
thee open to the Deuils temptations, Who euer ri- 
cherthen Adamin Paradiſe? Who euer poorer then 
1b on the Dune-hill? yet in Paradiſe Sathen foyled 
Adam, on the Dung-hill, Iob toyled Sathan. 

Well, ifthe fanlc be onely in pouertie, and not in 


thine owne corruption, then giue thee a more libe- 
rall 
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call portion of theſe outwaid things , and wee ſhall 
leethce mend preſently. And fo happily thou per- 
{wadeſt thy (elte. But how geceitfully,the miſerable 
experience of others may teach thee, who, of poore 
decomming rich, haue withall, of nought become 
worle. 

In the fift place yee ſhall heare ſome transferring 
the faulc vpon the outward occaſions , whereby they | 
were enticed to {inne; not conlidering , that the 
outward obietts themielues are dumbe, and ſay 
nothing , and that it is onely their owne corruption 
that entiſerh them. For they that haue made 4 cou» 
nant with their eyes,as Job did, they can looke vpon 
the wine whenir fþrinklethin the glaſſe, and not inor- 
dinatcly long to drinke : they can behold fayre and 
beautifull women,and yetnot ix'emperately luſt after 
chem. They that haue putche knife of morrification 
to their throats, canſit at a Rulers tavle ſwimming 
with all manner of dainties, and yet not exceede the 
bounds of ſobrictic. What? muſt the /ab/ebe accu- 
ſed ? no, thine owne appetites Thruf! (ſaith Salomon ) 
thy knife not into the table,burznrothine own throate. 
So, muſt women be taken away ? no, bur thine owne | 
eye, that is, the corruption in thine eye, ſaith our 
Sauiour. This cauſerh thee tooftend, Chryſoſtome 
hauing ſaid, the beautie of a woman ts 4 great ſnare, 
preſently corre&ts himlelfe, nay rather, ſaith he, not a 
wom.1ns bcauty, but a mars luſting looke. Let vs not as- 
cnc the things,but our ſelues let vs not ſay, l:t there be 
10 women, but let there be no adulterie, and fornication: 
 neicher let vs ſay, let there not be a belly , but, let there 
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| number the people, had his finger allo, in all like- 
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Sixtly. Many there are that father cheir finnes 
vpoa the Pivell. It may bee indeede the Diuell was 
the father begetting , but for all that , their owne- 
naughtie hearts might well enough bee the mothers 
conceining , and bringing them foorth. And what 
could that father haue done without this mother ? 
The Diuell cannot preuaile againſt vs, but by the 
helpe of our owne corruption. Hee might ſtrike 
fire long enough ere there would bee any burning, 
did not wee finde him tinder. Therefore $. James 
ayes, Euery man when hee is tempted , is entiſed an: 
drawne away by his owne concupiſc:nce, though yet the 
Dwell haue a hand, and thatno ſmall ene, in temp- 
ting of vs ; yet becauſe he doth onely allure vs, and 
lay baites for vs, but not conſ{raine vs , he hath only 
a perſwading fleight, not an inforcing might, he cannot 
make vs {inne againſt our wills, becauſe our owne 
concupiſcence carryeth the chicfeſt ftroke,therfore 
he ſo ſpeaketh, Exery man # tempted , not by the Dz 
well, but by his owne concupiſcence. And therefore, 
howſoeuer the ſame Sathan that tempred Dauid to 


lihood in that matter of Yr4ah , yet David accuſeth 
not Sathen, but his owne corruption , 1» (inne 1w4s 
conceived. Bur let vs heare what $S. Auſten ſaith to 
ſuch, as thus excuſe themſelues : If Sathas, faith hee, 
onely ſpake, and God held his peace, then mighteſt 
thou haue ſome matter of excuſe. Bur now thine 
eares :ire ſet in the midſt betwixt Gods admoniti- 
ons on the one (ide, and Sathans fuggeſtions on 
theother (ide; why doethey incline themlelues to 
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 notto perſwade that which iseuill: but neither doth 


God ceaſe toaduile vs that which is good. It by the 
perſwalion of Sathan thou haſt done any euill, let 
Sathan go, accule thy ſelte ; that thou maiſt by this 
acculing of thy felie obtaine Gods pardon. Delireſt 
thou to accuſe him that-can haue no pardon ? accuſe 
thy ſelfe, and thou ſhalt forthwith be pardoned. 
Seauenthly. Others there are that flye vp into the 
heauen,and there flye vpon the Starresand conſtella- 
tions. Such, Auſien complayned of, that, giuing 
eare to thedeceits of the Afrologians, bought death | 
ofthem with their money, dearely, meane time con- 
temning life , offered them by Chriſt, freely. The 
vſuall plea of theſe men was, in their adulteries, to 
accuſe Yen; in their murthers, Mars, Belike then 
( ſaith 1ufen, very ſweetly ſcofhng at them) Ve- 
nus i the adultereſſe,not thow ; Mars the murtherer , not 
thou. But take thou heede leaſt thou thy ſelfe bee damned 
inſtead of Mars and Venus, If the Aſtrologian bimſeife 
ſhould take his owne Wife in wanton behauiour with other 
men , will hee not diſcipline her and corrett her for it * 
let her then ſee if ſhe can tell him that Venus ts to bee bea- 
ten, and not ſhe? | 
Ejehilr. Others yet, being more audacious, al- 
cend higher, and goe beyond the Starres, euento 
God himſelfe to charge him with their (innes. Thus 
did Adam,when hee ſaid in defence of his owne cat- 
ing, the womanthou gaueſt me , (he gave me it ; cloſely 
taxing God himſelfe :as it hee ſhould haue ſaid, vn- 
lefſe rhou hadſt giuen. mee this companion I had 
not eaten. S. James ſeemes to aymeattheſe, when he 


faith ; Let no man when he i tempeed , ſay he is _ | 
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of God, God, that hateth, forbiddeth , threatneth, 
puniſherh ſf1ane,can hee poſſibly cempr vnto linne ? 
yea, but thou ſayeſt hee decreed my linne ; for no- 
ching comes to paſle, wirhout his will. The, ſecond 
cauſes mouenot, vnlefle they bee mooued by the 
firſt, 1 anſwere. The firſt cauſe is not the cauſe of the 
errour thatis in the mation of the ſecond, though it 
be the cauſe ofthe motion. As in the wheeles of a 
Clocke, the principal! wheele, with t'cs motion, 
turnes about the lower, yet if there be any crrour in 
the motion of the lower , itis no caule at all chereot. 
Now, linne is not properly any m#t/on, but an 
errourin the motion ofthy heart, Gods will being 
the firſt caule,is the canſe of thy hearts motion , for 
in him we line, noue, and haue our being 3 bur 1f there 
be any ſinne, any errourin the motion, thine owne 
will is the cauſe thereof. For all that God hath to 
doe about it, is his voluntarie permiſſion, whereby 
hee, withdrawing his grace from thee, leauerh thee 
to thy ſelfe, as not being bound vnio thee. Hee 
doth not vrge thee, or preſle:thee vnto linne. Hee 
doth not infuſe, or inſti}l into thy minde any wick- 
ed motions , as doth $4th:n. Hee onely ſetteth the 
baite, or the ner, and doth nor reſtrainethy concu- 
piſcence from carrying thee tot: for he owes thee 
no ſuch ſeruice: but he doth not take poles, as Sa- 
than doth , and driue thee violently into the net. 
And yet if Sathens temptation could not excuſe 4- 


| 


dam, how much leſſe then God's deſertion ? 
The laſt tranſlation which now I will ſpeake of, is | 
vpon our brethren, whom if, in any ſort, wee can 
draw into the ſociety of the ſame linne with our 
M 3 lelues, 
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ſelues, we thinke preſently our lelues ſuthciently dif- 
charged. Now welay the fault vpon our brethren 
diuers wayes. 
1 Trm>orten;. | 1 VPpontheirconnſell, perſwaon, or intreatie, (pe- 
[ty ofperiva | cially it importunate. Thus we (hall heare many ſay, | 
| 101 0:077e2 | ſuch aone beperſwaded mee, hee gaue me ill coun- | 
4 ell, he imporcuned me, and would neuer giue ouer : 
till I had yeelded. This is rite in theeues mouthes, 
going to execution : Oit ithad not beene for ſuch 
anone, I had ncuer come to this. I may thanke 
him. Nay, thou mayſ{tthanke thine owne naugh- 
ty heart, ſo fira prey for cuill counſell, Thus 4- 
dam, in the beginning , layd the fault vpon his 
wite,and the vpon the Serpent. Whereas indeede 
it was not ſo much the Serpents words , as hier owne 
eares, ſo greedily bibbing in the poyſon of his 
words, which (he ſhould haue blamed. Aarez allo 
was cunning in this kinde of tranſlation, when being 
challenged by Moſes for his linnein making the gol- 
den calte,he put it off to the people , Thou knoweſt 
this people is ſet vpon miſchiefe , and they ſaid onto mee, 
Make vs gods. Thus Aaron thought hee had ridde | 
| | his hands of this ſinne ; but the Scripture ſets it 
| faſter on him, then that euer ſuch ſhifts ſhould take 
it oft, Aaron madethem naked. Heere allo was Pilates 
deceit in waſhing his hands, thinking allche blame 
ſtucke in the high Priefts and the relt of the ewes, 
that ſo vrged him with their clamorous importunt- 
tie. Saullikewiſe had this excuſe ready at his fingers 
C —_— '*| ends, thepeople haue ſpared, crc. And when = a- 
»ucl againe vrged him , wherefore haſt thow not 
obeyed the woyce of the Lord ? hee ſtill held him 
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cloſe to this defence yea,ſaith he , 7 have obeyed, but 

the people tooke, C3c. till the ſecond reply of Samnell | Veile. 20, 
wrung from him this holde, and made him fay, 

I haue finned, Thane tranſoreſſed the Commandement of 

the Lord, becauſe I feared the people, and obeyed their | 
Voyee. 
2 Vpon the commandement , Or example of our| | -omman- 
Swperiours. Thus Children,ifthey were commanded —_ - 


doing of euill by their parents; /eruamts, if by their| 
Maſters ; ſubiedts, it by their Magiſfrates, thinke them- 
ſelues ſufficiently excuſed. If there be finnein that 
they haue done, they thinke the commander (hall 
anſwere to God for it, Thou wirtall, would this be 
1 good anſwere before an earthly Magiſtrate in caſe . 
of treaſon, felonie, yea, or atarre leſſemarter, to ſay, 
Sir, my Maſter commanded me ? Or haſt thou here 
ſo much wit to ſaue thy felfe from the danger of 
mans Law, as not to venture vpon thy ſuperiours 
commandement ? and halt thou ſo little wit, as to 
thinke Gods Lawes areleſfle ſeucrethen mans, that | 
thisanſwere, my Father, my Husband, my Ma- | 
ſer, my Magiſtrate commanded mee, may fcrue! 
' thy turne before Gods tribunall ? dareſt thou not | 
ſteale for all thy Maſters commandement , for feare | 
of the gallowes ? and yet, becauſe of thy Maſters | 
 commandement, wiletthou dare to prophane the | 
Sabbath, wichourt all feare of hell ? thou thinkell | 
that the command of that authoritie which 1s ouer | 
thee, will leſſen thy inne Nay, rather it will ag- 
grauateit, For if rhou diddeſt {inne of thy lelte, | 
without the command of man, then thou diddelt | 


fimply reie& Gods commandement :. Now thou 
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| reiecteſt it with a farre greater diſgraceand diſparage- 


m:utto God. For beſides reieting the onely wile 
God, thou preferreſt before him baſe and toolith 
man. And ſo by this meanes thy linne is doubled. 
For firitchou linneſt in neglefting Gods word, and 
ſecondly, in regarding mans before it, Theautho- 
ritze then of our Superiours commandement, or ex- 
ample, will lite ſtead vs when God ſhall come to 
{canne our finne. The A4peſtle dehorting the Corin- 
thans from fornication, remembreth them of that 
tcaretulltudgement that betell the //rae/ztes for this 
linne, three & twenty thouland of them tell in one 
day. Now Aeoſes mentions foure and twenty thou- 
ſand, whereof onethouſand were the chicfe Princes 
of the people,the other three & twenty were thoſe 
of the interiour ſort, who fell into this linne pro- 
uoked by the inſtigation and example of their 
Princes. \\\ tat thinke wee {hould be the reaſon that 
the Apo7ie ſhould rather inliſt in the Peciall punith- 


| 


ment of the people, then in the common and 2exe-' 
rall puniſhment both of Princes and People LOge-, 
ther ? Some of the learned ſay , that the Apoftle 
would hereby tcach the Corinthians the (illinefle. 
2nd weakeneſle ofthis excuſe : whereby men vſe to 
dete.1d choſe (innes wherunto they were ſwayed by 
che torce of their Gauernorsauthoritie and exaim- 
pie. Forthough this threeand twenty tlioutand of 
the people had their Princes example, euenawhole 
thouſand of them going before, and drawing ther 
after, yet they weredrawne by them , as well into 
the ſame puniſhment, the ſame deſtruQtion, as the 
| ſame linne, 
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3- Vponthe prowecatzens of others, who iniurie, | z- Provocati- 
grieue,and exalperate vs either by word ardeede, | 
| Asinchatingand ſwearing it is viuall, why what 
| thould one doe, when he is thus abuſed ? ſuch dea- 
' ling asthis would anger a very Saizt. So faith the 
| quarrellous and contentious man , If it were nut 
tor my 11] neighbours I ſhould line more quietlic 
| and peaceably. True ; if it were not for one ill 
neighbour of rhine, that is, aneuill and naugarie 
; heart , full of gall and bitterneſſe. hence, ſaith | lames. 4. :. 
| James, notably meeting with this deceit, are ſtrifes | 
and contentions ? O, ſayes tae deceirtull heart of the 
| wrangler , not from mee, but from ſuch and ſuch 
| as prouoke mee by their iniuries. No, ſaith /ames, 
| they are from the luſts thas fight. im your members 
Thou haſt a troubleſome heart diſftempered with 
many inordinate paſhons, and that is the cauſe 
of => rageand fury. For many men haverecei- 
| ved farre greater injuries with farre leſſe adoe. If 
; the Sea ſhould aſcribe her ragingto the Wirdes, 
; it might ealily bee convinced , becaule the ſame 
| windes blow vpon the Rivers, and yet they are 
| quiet, Thereaſonthenis not in the windes, but tae 
| vaſtneſle that is in the ſea it ſeife , which the little 
 rigers wanting , are not diſquiered in like manner 
'with the windes. Ifthy heart were not fo valt and 
| greatas it is, it would be nothing ſo turbulent nor 
boyſterous, though the windes raged farre more 
fiercely then now they doe. Shake cleare water in 
the glaſle, and itogge tas much as you will; {till it 
retaineth it cleareneſſe and puritie: but let ſuch wa- 
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red , andprelently it willbeizculent, corrupt, and 
obſcure. It is the mudde, and mire of thy corrupt 
affections that makes thy heart ſo troubleſome, 
when it is ſtirred with injuries. A heart free from 
this mudde would be free from diſtemper., though 
neuer ſo much toſſed and ſhaken. Then againe, 
what ſenſe is there in this, that becauſe men pro- 
uoke thee, therefore thou muſt prouoke Goa? VVhar 
it men anger thee, haſt thou no bodie to wreake 
thy anger vpon but Goa? Wouldeſt thou excuſe thy 
Seruant, it, being angred and vexed by ſome of 
his feJlow-ſeruants, hee ſhould eaſe his ſtomacke 
vpon thy (elfe? And further , what reaſon is there 
in this, that, becauſe men hurt thee in thy bodie, 
goods or name, thou muſt therefore wound, tliy 
(elfe in thy ſoule and conſcience 3 which thou do{t, 
when, vpon occaſion of theſe iniucies, thou boylcil 
in choler, and ſwelleſt in malice againſt him that 
wronged thee? YVhar a folly were this, if, being 
hurt inthe hand , wee ſhould goe aboutto helpe our 
ſelues, by daſhing out our braines againſt the 
walls 2 Our brother huiteth vs in our eſtate : This 
brings no Joffe to our ſoule : Burt when our. re- 


ſoule,cuen the guilr of {inne, in tranſgrefſing Gods 
Commandements. Neuerthen harpe ſo much vpon 
this, hee hath wronged me thus and thus, Foole, none 
wrongs thee bur thy ſelfe. He hath taken away this and 
'hat, Foole,thou takelt the beſt thing from thy ſclfe. 
Thourtalkeſt ofthat whichmay taketh from thee; but 
conſider withall what Gad hath ginen thee, cuen in 
this his taking away. -Man-hath' taken away ſome, 
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|temporall commoditie *God:giueth thee an occaiion of | 
increaling thy ſtirituall commodities, in {hewing of | 
true patience, humilitie, meckenefſe, and (uch Hike 


that thou arc, becauſe man takes trom thee the le//e, 
| therefore thou thinkeſt thou maicſt take from thy | 
'ſelfe the greater. It is grofle deceir then toexcuſeour 
{innes, manifelt wrongs to.God, ind our own fouls, 
by the wrongs thatothers doe vs. T har blaſpheme! 
' in thelaw had this excule, tharie wasin hace, being 
| prouoked by the contention of that other party. 
| Yet for all that God would haue him ſtoned to 
death. So Moſes tranſgrefſion at the waters of Aeri- 
bah, was occaitoned by the vntowardneſle and re- 
bellion of the 1/raelites, yet this could not excuſe 
him before God, but tor all that hee muſt be debar- 
red from entring into Cararn, 

| 4 Vponthe diſcouragememts, and hinarances wee 
; reccine from orhers, a51t were rnbbes to vs in the 
way of godlineſſe. O ſay ſome, concerning the 
|pertor manceofgocd duties; if we might be coun- 
'ten::nced by authoritie, holpen by our Miniſters, 
\ſerio orward and heartened by thoſe with whom,aud 
| of whom wee liue, oh then how zealous [houid wee 
| be? but becauſe we have ſo many pinches, and pul- 
| backes this way , wee thinke our coldnefle, and 
| backwardneſle in religion not fo liavle to cenſure, 
[Thus many people impute their not profiting , to 
'their Miniſter, and the manner othis teaching. And 
if they had ſach a Miniſter , oh how ſhould they 
|hriv then? Butas hein Seneca having a thornein 
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his foote complayned of theroughnefle of the way, 
that that was the cauſe ofhis limping, ſotheſe , ha- 
uing thornes in their owne hearts, which make the 
word vnfruitfull, complaine of thethornes in their 
Miniſters rongues, and make this to be the cauſe of 
their ſo ſlow proceedings. Contrarily , many Mi- 
niſters they blametkeir people , and thinke that if 
chcir hearers wovld gine them ſuch incourage- 
ments, in regard of countenance , maintenance, | 
deſire to learne, &c. as ſome other people doe their | 
' Miniſters , they ſhould then performe the worke of 

the Lord more caretully, and comfortably , then | 
now they doe. Bur the truth is, the cauſepriacipal- 
ly is in our owne corruption, which being not rc-| 
formed, no incouragements to godlinefſe will 
much further vs, but being once redreſled , no dil- 
couragements can much hinder vs. Therefore, if a 
200d, and throughly mortified Chriftian ſhould 
liue vader one of Jeroboamns Priefts , or with baniſh- 
ed Dauidina dry aeſert , where there were no water, 
yet he would thriue in the power of godlineſſe;on 
the other fide, an. vnſound Chriſtian, though hee 
' lined vnder Chrifts 0wne miniſtery, as did Judas, yet 
| hee wou'd come tonothing. So a good Prophet, as 
| Moſes, leremie.and others, though yoked with neuer | 
 ſocrookeda people, would yetthence take occati- 
| on of prouoking their owne zeale. An euill one, 


| though heeliued among the violent ones, that zake 


and careleſſe. Let vs not then deceiue our ſelues, to 
' Jay our ownefault vpon the want of meanes , and 
| ſo indeede vpon God himſclte. For that wee haue 
not 
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Not thoſe meanes weſo much ſeeme to deſire, and 
inthe hauing whereof wee promiſe our ſelues ſach 
great matters of our ſelues : whence is it but from 
God that hath denied thoſe meanesvnto vs? O if we 
lined vnder ſucha mans miniſtery , if wee enioyed 
the daily company of ſuch and ſuch Chriſtians, how 
(hould wee proſper then ? \Vhy ? but God hath not 
ſo diſpoſed that wee ſhould. It there were ſuch ne- 
ceſſitie of, and efficacy in thoſe meanes as we thinke, 
| he would not with-hold them. Thinke we notthat 
God-is in ſtead of all meanes to his, abundantly 
ſupplying them with the preſence of his ſpirit z who 
as hee was a little ſancFuary to his people, when they 
were diſperſed among the heathen , (o likewiſe ill 
to vs now a little Miniſtery, a little Colledge of 
Chriſtians, when his prouidence hath deprived vs 
of theſe meanes? Butloe, an euident conuition of 
| our deceitfulneſle of heart. For when wee haue 
|  thoſevery lelfe-ſame helpes, bythe want 
| whereof weexculſed ourlſelues, yer our 
former dulneſle and deadnefle till 
ſticketh by vs, we arethe ſame 
men that before. And of 
the deceitfull excuſe 
of Tranſlation 
ſo much, 


5, Cuſtome 


r. Pet.4 2.3- 
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Cnar, XIIII, 


Of two other deceitful excuſes of ſinne , and the /ſe 
of the whole. 


H E ft deceitfull excuſe is that of Cuſtom : 

-O ſay ſome, when they are rebuked for their 
ſwearing,idle,and vaineformes of ſpeech , and ſuch 
like ſinnes, Truely wee meant no hurt, it is oxely a cu- 
ſlome wee hane got, and cannot now eaſily leave. W hat 
wretched madneſſe is this, that becauſe wee are 
come to the very height of linne, ( for whatelle is 
cuſtome in {inne?) wee ſhould therefore thinke our 
{clues priuiledged to (inne ; that cuſtome in (inne, 
chen which nothing increaſeth ſinne more, ſhould 
be vſed as an extenuation thereof ? The Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, when hee would difiwade vs from the miſipen- 
ding of ourtimein (in and vanitie, though hecould 
vie no better argumentthen this; that. heretofore it 
hath beene Our cuſtome of a long time ſo to doe: 
Henceforward ( ſaith hee ) line ( as much time as remay- 
neth inthe fleſh) not after the lufts of men, but after the 
will of God, Why? for, it is ſufficient for v5 that wee 
haue ſpent the time paſt of the life , after the luſt of the 
Gentiles, walking in wantonnes, 7+c, Loe, how hee ag- 
grauates their former [innes,and ſoperſwades them 
to deſiſt, becauſe they had ſo long accuſtomed 
themſelues thereto. Doſt thou then make a bur of 
thy Cuſtome? 0h /ir, it is but a cuſtome. W hy what 
canſt thou ſay more againſtthy ſelfe ?.If thou hadſt 


; heauy | 


{worne but onceinall thy life, it had beene a ſinne 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


heauy enough tocrulh thee down into hel:but now 
when thou telleſt me it is thy daily cuſtome ; that 
thy tongueis traded in this wickednes, how now 7 
'haſt thou not mended the matter fairely ? tor ſhame 
then away with this ſo witlefle, gracelefle, & thame- 
leſſe an excuſe. Would a rheefte or a murtherer be- | 


 intheir defence, that it hath beene their vie and cu- 
| ſtome ofa long time toplay ſuch reakes ? would not 
'the Indgeſo much theſooner ſend them to the gal- 
 lowes?Ifthe plea of cuſtome be ſo weake for the de- 
fence of theſe (ins before man, why then, as Chri/o- 
| fomereaſons , ſheuld it not bee as ſufficient for the 
maintenance of ſwearing before Gods Tribunall ? 
Thoughir had beene the Antiochians cuſtome to 
waſhthem in the bathes, yet the King forbiddiug 
them,they all left tor teare of his diſpleaſure. Wher- 
upon Chriſoſtome conuinced them of deceirttnines in 
the vie of this excule, in pleading the tranny of cu- 
ſtome : Loe, ſaith hee, you may ſee that where ſcare is, 
there our wonted cuſtome is left preſently : feare eafulie— 
onermaſters cuſtome, though it bee nener ſo ancient and 
xeceſ/arie. tis northen our cuſtome,but our want of | 
Gods feare, which is the cauſe of our ſwearing. The | 
ſame Father in another place, maketh mention ot} 
one, who had got an favored faſhion of moving his | 
right ſhoulder when he went, which yer hee corre- 
Qed by laying a ſword ouer ity in ſuch manner, that | 
it ſhould bein danger of cutting, ifſo it moned. And 
ſo, by feare of incifton, hee taught his ſhoulder ber- 
ter manners and motions. Doe thou, who preten- 


deſt the cuſtome of thy tong in ſwearing , the ſame 
to 


ing arraigned 2tthe barrce,be ſo t1mpleas to alledge | © 
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to thy :ongue that hee to his/houlder , and in ſtead of 
his ſword, vie the ſword of Gods word, and Gods 
tudgements threatned againſt this {inne, and thou 
(halrealily get ridde ofthis thy euill cuſtome. For 
let men ſay what they will, it is nothing bur their 
owne bad hearts, voyd of all teare of God, and his 
idgements, together with their {loath and negli- 
gence in not ſtriving againſt rheir euill cuſtomes, 
that makes them ſuch ſlaues vnto them. 

The laſt retuge is to helpe our the matter wit! 

ſome aiſtiniions and pretences ottaiſe ends, orany 
ſuch like quirks. This is the tale-bearers juſtification 
of himſelte; I doe it not todiſcredit him, but onely 
in loue and good will. Sothe wearer of long hayre, 
I doe it notfor pride,but onely to hide the deformi- 
tie of my eares, or to keepe my head warme. So the 
good companions, as they call them, that conner{c 
tamiliariy with notorious wicked perſons; Ve do it 
onely for honeſt refreſhment,and to winne them by 
kindnes,as Chriſt conuerſed with the Publicans, and 
finners. So thoſe Corinthians that were preſent at the 
Idols feaſts; We doe it not in honour of the Idol!, 
butonly to gratifie our friends in a thing indifte- 
rent, the eating ofmeates. Thus the Papilts for their 
adoration ofthe creatures,ſay, they performe onely 
ſeraice,but not worſbip, which is due to God only. The 
man of vindictive ſpirit can diſtinguilh betwixt for- 
giving and forgetting , and tell you he hath forgiuen 
his enemy,though he hath not forgotten the wrong 
he hath done him. Bradford in one of his Epiſtles 
| makes mention of one that excuſed ſubſcription to 
the Popilh articles, being qualified with this limita- 


tion 
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on, ſo farre forth as they were not againſt the word | 


of God, being indeede all quite contrarie thereto. 
And in this manner hee moued Bedford and others 
ro ſubſcribe, Bur a notable example for this deceit 
was that of the Ifraclites in their oath againſt the 
giuing of their daughters in marriage to the Benia- 
mites. For when the women of 1«beſh Gilead did not 
ſuffice the Beniamites, and their oath hindred them 
from giving any of their owne daughters, they bad 
them take by force of their owne virgins that ſhould 
come forth to daunce in Sh:loh. Vhy ? bur was not 
this againſt their oath? yes, but marke what a fine 
quirke they found out roclude their oath, and foro 
qualitie the matter; namely, thatthey did not giue 
them their Jdaughiters,bur the Beniamuregrtoock them 
away. Not much vnlike are thoſe ſhifts ro coulen 
the good lawes and oathes againſt buying of places 
with money, as the laying of wagers before hand 
with thoſe ot whom they are to be had, that wee, 
ſhall not have ſuchor ſuch a place. Such alſo was 
the deceit of thuſe who hauing made truce with 
their aduerſaries for certaine dayes , did yerdurivg 
the truce make incurſion vpon them in the night, & 
then defended it y becaule their truce was onely for 
dayes not nights. Tothis head alſo we may reterre 
that excuſe of our Travailers, who excuſe their kil- 
ſing ofthe Popes toe, becauſethey doethat honour 
to him onely as a temporall Prince, andnot as Pope. 
But theſe men are not ſo happy intheir inventions 
to ſaue their conſciences, as was once ore toſauc 
his honour z who grudging the Perſian King tht 
honour of falling downe before him , and yet not 


knowing 
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knowing how to auoideir, purpoſely let fall his ring 
when he came into the Kings preſence,and loexcu- 
ſed chemartter ro himſelfe, as though he fell downe 
onely to take vp his ring and not troworſhipthe king. 
And diuers ſuch like cranckes as theſe might be in- 
ſtanced in.The which indeede are but curtaines,wee 
draw before our owne eyes, to hide our ſinzthey are. 
indeed as the ſpiders webbe, cunningly wouen, and 
ſome {light of wit may there appeare in them, but 
withall they are as ſlight as the ſpiders we>be, they 
willnot endure the breath and blaſt of the mouth of 
God. Doenot then wilfully deceiue thy felte, But 
thinke with thy ſelte, will theſe diſtin&tions, pre- 
rences & qualifications ſatisfie my conſcience here- | 
after inthe day oftriall > And thus much for the 
hearts excuſing of our eviil ations, as alſofor the 


lhe vſeof allthis is: 

1. Toteach vs rot to be ouer-forward inconſul- 
ting with fleth and bloud, when any thing is to be 
done. Who would vſe a crooked rule in drawing of 
lines? who would goetoſuchalawyer,whoſe coun- 


ſclsheknewtobe meere deceit and couſenage ? If 


; then our hearts vnasked, doe offer vs their counlell, | 


[ler vsſuſpeRit:ler vs be as icalous ouer our hearts | 
| as we would be ouera knownecrafty deceiuer. | 
| 2: Not toreft ſecure in the ivdgement of our 
owne hearts,gMany blefſe themſelues in their em!] 
courſes, becauſe their ſeared and ſenſelefle conſci- 
ences, their deceiuedand deceiuing hearts doe not | 
| checke them, Thetreacherous ſelling of loſeph was 
———— bis brethren, na, did nor = 
c 
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blethem for nigh rwwenty yeers afterward. The rea- 
ſon was,the miſts of corrupt aftcfions dazeled the 
cies of their minde, and ſo they could not behold 
their ſinnein the right forme, butwhen affliftion 


had remoned theſe miſts of deceit from their eyes, | . 


then they beheld it in the right ſhape, moſt ouglic, | 
and monſtrous,and were confoundcd with the hor- | 
rorthereof, Had they anyreaſon to approue their | 
fact all that while, and to applaud themſclues in it, 
becauſe of this deceitfull peace of adeccitfull heart. 
O faies one, Ithanke God I finde quiet and peace in 
mine owne heart, wharſoener ſuch and ſuch indge 
of me for my courſes. But what talkſt thou of peace? 
or what haſt thoutodoe with peace ( as /ehs Faid ro 
leboram) who haſt no other ground to build it ypon, 
then the deceitfull iudgemenr of thine owne blinde 
and bewirched heart? Thou lookeſt in troubled wa- 
ter, and ſceſt no deformity in thy face. Bur ftay till 
the water be ſetled and cleered, and then thou ſhalr 
ſee what afilrhy miſhapen viſage thou haſt.Tell me 
ten yeere hence, or in the day of thy triall, when 
thy heart ſhal be freed from theſe deceits,and Chriff 
with the clay and fpittle of ſome ſharpe affliction 
ſhall haue ſharpned thy dull eye-light, tell me then 
what peace thou haſt? 

2+ Since our hearts,as we haue [hewed,are ſo de- 
ceitfull in excuſing and defending of our finnes, it 
muſt teach vs to labour for the ſpirit of ingennzy,tor 
that open, and plaine heart of 7ob in confefling of 
our ſinnes, that with him we may be able toſay, 7/ 
we hane hid our ſinnes as did Adam, &c. Though our 
heartsdeceiuecd vs at firſt, to make vs /inne, yer let 
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vsnotſ{uffer them todeceiue vs further, to make vs 
to defend our finne. This is toadde deceit to deceit. 
This is double deceitfulneſle, when ſizzle was too 
much, Excellently Auſten: if thou h:fl ſinned thou art 
1n darkneſſe, but L, confeſling thy darkneſſe thou ſhalt 
obtaine the ifumnation of thy darkn:s : but by defens- 
ding thy darknes thou ſhalt be darkned in thy darknes. 
And how wilt tho eſcape out of double darknes who had 
ſo much to doe with ſinzle? And againe, © Thou haſt 
*committed a finne : let it be confeſſed, not defen- 
«ded. It thou wilt take ypon thee the defence of thy 
<*{inne, thou wilt cafily be ouercome. &c. For who 
«artthouto defend thy ſelfe ? Be thou ready to ac- 
**cuſe thy lelte : ay not,eitherI haue donenothing, 
**orno ſuch great matter,or no more then others. If 
*hauing ſinned, thou ſaift thou haſt done nothing, 
«thou ſhalt be nothing, thou ſhaltreceiue nothing, 
«God is ready to giue thee pardon : thou ſtoppeſt it 
© againſt thy ſclfe. Hel ſay is ready to giue it ; doe 


{not thou lay the blocke of thine owne defence: 
«and iuſtification againſt it: but open the boſome 
«of thy conteſſion, and ſelfe condemnation for it, 
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Cnar. XV, 
Fine deceits of the heart in perſwading 
to ſmne_. 


Itherto of the fff deceit, which is in;uderny : 

the ſecond tolloweth in perſwading. And that 
is either to the doing of that which is exr/, or to the 
omitting of that which is good. 

In the fr # kinde there are diuers deceits. 

The firf is to colour groſle ſins with milde termes 
and ſo to preſent it vnto vs, not in it owne proper co- 
lours, bur painted and guilded ouer with ſome ſhews 
of vertue, that it might the more eaſily winde and 
inſinuate it ſelfe into our affetions, This is like their 
deccitthatdye courſecloth in fine colours. Thus 
hantineſſe comes masked in the habit of magnanimi- 
tie; curioſitie would be taken for the deſire of know- 
ledge ; ignorance (hrouds it felfe vnder the name of 
innocencie; and r10touſnes (hadowes it ſelfe vnder the 
title of hberalitie, ſaith Anſten. Solikewile peſtilent 
herefie hides it ſelfe vnder the name of profound know- 
ledge, and deepe learning. Renrl. 2.24. Pride goes 
vnder the uame of cleanlineſſe and neatneſle, My- 
chiaueliſme and worldlineſle, Pro.23. 4. of wiſedome 
and policic : impudencie,of preſence of ſpirit, and law: 
full andacitie : raſhnes, of fortitude : timorou(neſſe, of 
cautelouſneſſe : baſe niggardlineſſe, of inſt parſimome: 
drunkenneſſe,of good fellowſhip : conetouſneſſe, of good 
hwibandrie. And hence is that deceitfulneſſe of riches, 
in the parable of the ſower. How are riches drcett- 
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fall ? Thedeceit is 1n the couctousrich mans hearr, 
that couers his vnſatiable coueting and delire of 
gathering riches with the gezzle and hone# name of 
| thriftand fruga'ity. This wrong and intultice de- 
ceiucs often, vnderthe colour,and inthe appearance 
of incrcie and compaſhon, as when wee relecue the 
needy with other folkes goods, or (to vie Auſtens ex- 
ample) when we fauour a poore man, having an ill 
cauſc, againſt a rich man having a good. In like 
manner 9:4dinefſe carrics a blulh of zeale : and cho- 
[ r and fury, of valoxr and manhood. VWhence that 
{pcech touching the fiery ſpirited man, Hee hath mw:1- 
tle in him. And it is mettailindeede, butdigged our 
of che mine-pits of hell, baſe and reprobate mettall 
which neuer receiued the image and impreſſe of 
Gods ſpirit. Andyetas they that haucill eyes, will 
miſtake one man for another: ſpecially, when they 
ſomewhat reſemble one another ; though otherwiſe 
the difference betweene them bee mnkls 3 and 
ſo ſalute aſtranger for a friend : ſo our pare blinde 
hearts deceiued with that ſhadow of reſemblance, 
which vice ſometimes carricth of vertne, doe 
ofientimes embrace and receiue groſſe vices, in 
[tcade of glorious vertues, For as the Prince of 
darkeneſſe, the Diuell, doth ſometimes trans forme 
himſelfe into a» Angell of light, and become a 
[white Diuell ; for 1. Timethie 4. 1. 3. abſtinence 
from meates and marriage, ſauouring (one would 
| chinke) of great mortification, are yet defrines f 
diue's :(o allocanthe works of darkneſſe transfigure 
themſc)ues into the workes of light. Not only thoſe 
| works of light, whereunto they ſceme to come ſome- 
what 
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what neerer,but euenthoſe / Oftrange ingling F 
from which they are fartheſt diſtant, For ze4ow, or 


ſuch great deceit of the eyes : but that blake ſhould 
' be caken for white, this is a ſtrange deceit indeede. 
Andyet this is the deceit of our hearts, to ſhape out 
diuers vices vnto vs, like thoſe vertues, to which 
they are molt extreamly contrary. For examplc,not 
onely.baſe derec#ion of mind goes vnder the account 
of true humility, but euen predeiclelte : as in thoſe 
that ſecke praiſe by diſabling and diſpraiſing them- 
telues; as in Diogemes treading vpon Platees chayre, 
and ſaying,” lato [trample vpon thy pride who there 

fore worthily had that anſwer returned him, T hox 
trampleſt on Priac with greater pride, Thus was it 
inthoſe heretiques in Pexls time, fo humble, that 
they would nor preſume to come to God immedi- 
atly, they would not dare to worſhip him, but the 
Angels. Andyctof theſe men, in whom humility 
made ſo great a noyſe, the Apoſtle is not afraidio 
lay,that they are puft vp in their fleſhly mind:\0,a proud 
humility. And ſuch is that of the Papiſts, 1 whipping 
themſclues: for in theſe things they ſwerue from the 
wiſedome ofthe word, and follow their owne in- 
uentions. And what greater pride,thentor a man to 
thinke him(ſelfe wiſer then God ? to leave the dire- 
Rion ofthis word , and to exalr his owne fancic a- 
boneit? Thus David deſcriberh the proud man.7 hou 
haſt deftreied the curſed provde But whoarethele? 
Thenext words tells vs, that doe erre from thy com- 


| mandewents..And afterward in the ſame Plalm.ver. 


85. Theproud;haue deged pits. for me. But who be 
| bas N 


ſome ſuch »nday colour to be taken for white, isno | 
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thoſe proud ones ? which conforme not themſelues to 
thy Law.Let there be neuer ſuch ſhewes of humilicy, 
it therein we prefer ourowne wils to Gods, it is but 
pride varniſhed with ſome colours of humility. 
Peter nodoubt,thought himſelfe humble, when he 
would not let Chriſt waſh his feet ; But this was one- 
ly the deceirfulneſſe of his owne heart. For indeede 
he was proud iinſo doing 3 becauſe, in refuſing to 
obey Chriſts commandement, he made himſelf wi- 
ſer then Chriſt, Alike deceicfull was the Baptzfs hu- 
mility in refufing to waſh Chriſt, that was Peters in 
rctuſing to be waſhed by him. Had we not neede 
now to haue our cies in our heads, leaſt otherwiſe 
our cunning hearts obtrude vice vporl vs, inſtead 
of vertne?VWhar more effetuall argument can they 
vſeto allure our affetions to the loue and liking of 
{inne,then to ſetthis falſe gloſſe vpon ic ? When the 
{trumpet would entice the yonker to commit fol- 
lie with her, ſhe doth not giue her ſinne theright 
name of filthines,which it deſerued, for that would 
hauedriuen him away, but ſhe hangs out the 7zy- 
buſh of a ſweet and louely title, therewith inueiglin 

the youth : Come let vs take onr fill of lone, and delight 
our ſelues in daliance, Beaſtly whoredome is but 
loue and daliance. So the luggard qualifies and molli- 
fies his ſhamefullfloath with the ſweet nameof 
peace,and ſolulls himfelfe afleepe in his finne. Better 
i a handfull with quietneſſe, (fo he termes his floth) 
then two hanafalls with labour & wvexation. Thus our 
hearts,bawds for the filthy ſtrumper, Sin, teachher 
this tricke ofdeceirfulneſſe, to corre& her naturall 
deformity, with theſe- artificiall paintings; that ſo 


| 
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om 


we mighe be caughttheſ{ooner. Bur as the heart of | 
the ſunne or of thehre, will eafily diſcou*r the pain- | 
ting ofthe harlot, by melting it away : fo will the 
heat of Gods word,tt webringrthis painted and trap-' 
ped ſtrumpet thereto,plainely ſhew, thather beau-! 
ty came out of the boxe of a deceitful heart, And; 
then when theſe daubings are waſhed off from this 
tezabell, that we may ſec herin her owne hue, wee 
did not ſo much louc her before, but as Ammon did! 
Thamar, we {hall twice as much loath her after- 
ward. | 

2, Deceit which our hearts vſe to inſnare vs, is z.Deceitcon- | 
to make ſhow of being very reaſonable, and ſhame-| 5 I 
faced, incrauing but a httle at our hands, bearing 
vs in hand, that if this litt'e be granted, they will 
reſt contentedtherewith and will demandno more. 
Wherein truth there is a double couſenage. 

1. Thatthereare ſome ſinnes which are but /?-| Thar there 
tle ones. This was part of the Phariſtcs /eauen, calling | ire linle figs, 
ſome commandement of God bur little commande-| OP 
ments, not much to be regarded. So now many ac. 
count faith and troth to be but petty oaths. Fornica- | 
tionis indged but a tricke of youth; Though yer S. | 
Pasl (to viſe the words of that molt renercnd man; y;. uu 
of God)in ſtead of that cloake of natural} infirmity | or the 7. com. 4 
and heat of youth, wherewith we vſe to couer this| © <9 29-5 | 
ſin, puts vpon it 2 blowdy cloake, bathed inthe bloud| | 
of threeand twenty thouſand, all ſmitten in one 
day for thisfo light a tricke: And S. Pal elſewhere| :,1cc 5, 6. 
hauing dehorted from fornication and ſome other | | 
finnes,which our deceitfull hearts vſc to exrtenuare, 
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addeth this watchword ; bee not deceined. Theſe| 
| things' 
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things are more then trickes, more then matters of 
ſport,orielt : for, for theſe things comes the wrath of 
God wpon the children of diſob:dience. What now ? are 
thoſe {zrtl- {innes, which bring on vs the great wrath 
of lo infinit a Majeſty ? And is it now but a tricke to 
goe to hell? whether the weight euen of thele little 
ines, asit were ſmali ſands, will ſipke the (ſhip of 
 opr ſoules, as well as our greaterand grofler ſinnes, 
| asit were the heauicr burthens of the ſhip, Small 
| leakes in thips, and ſmall breaches in walles, being! 
|negleHtedleele both ſhips and Citties. Andſuch 

| tradeſmen, as intheir accounts regard -not ſmall 
| rig. 0nt | ſurimes,will quickly prooue banke-rours.' Dilobe- 
| min:m"m 5, | dience, though inneuer {0 ſmall matters, as in ca- 
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ting of an apple, gathering a tew ſtickes onthe Sa- 
; baoth, looking into, and touching of the Arke, is 
{yet in Gods account, noſmall matters. For how ſe- 
uereiy hath he: puniſhed all rheſe, then which yet 


what can wee imagine {lighter 2 But it is not the 


ſmalncſſe of the things that leflens cither our obec- 


roundnefſe in a ball, ſmall which is in agreaterone: 


and {o of obedience, or diſobedience, in ſmaller or 


greater matters. A little thing is hetle, but fairhful- 
neſſe,and ſo alſo vnfaithfulneſſe in alittle, is a great 
matter. Foritis Gods commandement that ties to 
obedience in lefſer things,as well as in greater: and 
thatis deſpiſed, as wellinghebreach of thelefler,as 
ofthepreater. Letvsnot then thinke that avy ſinne 
is liccle;fince the very. leaſt arecommirred againſt ſo 
great 2 God, and bring vpon vs ſo great-a.danger. 
More by far, in ſome reſpecs, thendoc thoſe,which 
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dience or diſobedience. There is the ſame reaſon of 
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wee count thegreater : For inthe greater we ſooner | 
come tothe {ightofthem, and fo rorepenrtance for | 
them: whereas inthe leffcr, wenotdiſce:ning them, 
through this decciifulneſle of hearr, ro bee lianes ar. 
all, goe on in them, without repentance , and fo, 
through irrepenrance in the le{ler, lye open to that 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily cſcapee 
in the greater, | 


if we will yeeld to this little, wee ſhall no further bee I 
importuned for any more. For howlocuer the be-! greater. 
ginnings of ſin are very modeſt and majden-like, and 71/43 «5, 
the fluggard craucs bat a little leepe, but a little flum-'r.,; _ 
ber, as Auſtenin his firlk conteriion : yerſin isof an | 1mm » ba. 
incroaching nature, like the rivers, {mall at the firſt Ons 
riſing,;it ſpreads, and inlarges it {clic in going, as | «emd-, g., 
a gangrene, it creepes on by degrees, from one part AF 

to another, till in the end it haue conſumed the! ,, 4; 9770. 
whole. So that grant it buther {zzele, and this little | 519: madum, gg: 
willquickly come toa great deale. Giue it but an {ran 
inch,andir will take an c//. Letthe ſerpent but winde| © TR 
inhts head, and nee will draw his whole body after. 

When the Leuites father in Law had drawen him; 

to ſtay till noone, hee drew him on further to ſtay al] 

night, yea and till roward5 the eucn of the next day. 

Indges ig. It hee had named the whole time art firſt, 

and prayed him to haue ſtayed rwo dayes longer, he] 

had neuer obtained it. Burt at firſt, craving onely! 
halfe a day, he comes at length to get two dayes. lt 
our hearts (ſhould demand all that they will bring vs 


to in the end, they would never bee heard : but 


PR. their deccitfu!l mudeſty of asking but a » 
otic); 
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| tle, by degrees they quickly entiſe vs on to more. 
How true this is, will cafily appeare,if either we look 
co the martrer of faith, or of manxers. For the matter 
of faith or dodtrinezwitneſle the Popiſh ſuperſtition, 
in moſt of her horrible hereſies, which were not ſo 
groſle atthe firſt, asnow they are, but afterthar the 
icedes and foundations of them were ſecret! y laide 
in the ground in theprimitiue Church, thedegene- 
rating ages that ſucceeded, added, one this peece, 
another thar, till atthe length, inprocefle ot time, 
they came to that monſtrous deformity which now 
| we ſee. The primacy of the Romare Biſhop at firſt, 
| wasonely inregard of order and honour, not ofthe 
| power andinriſaittion,which afterward he obrained, 
| Monaſticall life at firſt was onely forſatety in time of 
| perſecution:and the monaſteries ofthe ancient were 
| nor much differing from our colledges. The ſe of 
| images in Churches was firſt onely hiftorical.Aﬀter- 
| ward,thus much being granted, the idolatrous heart 
' of man neuer gaue ouer, till the religious vic obrai- 
| ned. Suchis the danger of yeelding burto the very 
| leaſt occalions and beginnings of error and idola 
try. Aile/zs his image came out of his private Parlor 
into the common hall,then into the ſtreet,next into 
the Churchyard, then to the porch of the Church, | 
afterthat,ro be on the wall, laft of all it gat vpon the 
Alter itſelfe. After 4baz had made his wicked altar, 
and offered vpon it, he brought it into the temple, 

firſt ſetting it by the braſen altar, but then he broght 
it furtherinto the houſe, and aduanced it ro higher 
place,and ſer it on the yorth/ide of Gods altar. Loe 

how idolatry ſecretly, and by ſtealth, creepes in, 

and 
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and gets roome of the truth, firſt for one arme, then 
for another ; then for the other parts, till at length 
thetruth it ſelfe be wholly iuſtled our. If error get 
but once into the belfrey, it will never leaue till it be | 2-Qer Fully, 
in the chaxce/:itit may beſuffered to bein the porch 
it will not belong but you ſhall ſcc it poſſeſled of 
the Church it ſelte,andietting it in the pulpit. Whar 
hall we ſay then to thoſe reconcilers of vs and the 
Romaniſts,chat would have vs yeeld in ſome things 
vntothem ? Aſfuredly, if once the ſluces be opened | P-tente porta 
the water muſt needes rimne a maine ? if the gate | een 
be ſet open,the beſieging enemy will enter. Whart | »6» proced.re. 
ſhallwe ſay likewiſe to thoſe that thinke it noſach | 
great matter to yeeld vnto ſhewes and appearan- | 
ces of idolatry ? as for trauailers into idolatrouspla- 
cesto ſhew ſome kinde of reuerence to the hoſt, 
to kiſſe the Popes roez if yetthele be ſhewes onely of 
idolatry 3 certainly theſe are but ſhooing-hornes, | 
todraw on further matters. Therforethe leaſt ſinnes | 
in euery commandement are reproached with the | 
name of the greateſt; as the vnchaſt glance ofthe 
cic with adulrery, and Paul cals the Corinthians fit- | 
ting downe at the idolatrous feaſt, though without 
all intent of honouring the Idoll, by the odious | 
name of ;4olatry:becauſe theſc leſſer and petty mat- | 
ters(as we count them)make way, and pauc a cau- | 
ſey tor the greater. Hence it was that 7ob freed him: | 1,1, ,,.,. 
ſee, nor onely from the grofler idolatry, but euen 
from the leaſt ſhew of it,in outward faſhions ; not 
onely from worſhipping the Sunne and Moone, 
buteucn from his hands kiffing of -his mouth, a | £4 
geſture onely of adoring. And becauſe _ Our | admouere, 
earts' 
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Dew.11.16, 


Gal.1.6, 
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hearts notably iuggle, therefore he ſaith. 7fmine 
heart hath been deceined in ſecret, or if mine hand hath 
kiſſedmy month, Thereby ſhewing,that it is a part of 


ourhearts deceitfulneſſe to draw vson firſt to theſe | 


matters of leſſe account, thatafterward we wight 
the more caſlily digeſt the greater. Ofthis Aoſes lec- 
meth ro ſpeake,when he ſaith to Iſraell, Beware leaſt 
your hearts deceive yournamely vpon occaſion of that 
great proſperity before ſpoken of, that going backe, 
at the firſt only from your feruor and zeale in my 
true ſeruice,at length by degrees, you ſhould worſhip 
ſtrange Gods, and bow downe wnto them. Wherefore 
letno mandecciue himſelfe, ſaying, O this is but a 
{mall matter, why ſhould any ftand ſomuch vpon 
this? Yea but this (mall matter is a ſtrong cart-rope 
ro plucke greater after it. A little lexuen leanencth the 
who!e lumpe. A little ſparke often kindles a great fire, 
deuouring to deſtruftion. Aſſuredly in the juſtice 
of God,puniſhing ſmaller ſinnes with greater, they 
that make no conſcience of ſmaller vatruths, in 
time come to haue ſuch large conſciences, and wide 
throats,that they can ſwallow downe grofle errors, 
as it were great gobsat once. Hauing fallen to the 
Dinelsporridge,they will ſhortly cat of his fleſs, and 
from cating of the hwkes of grapes, they will come 


atlength to cat of the grapes themielues, and from | 
thisto the drinking of wixe it ſelfe, For whereas ir is | 
onely the commandement of the Lord that binds | 
vs in the greater matters, hee that hath boldly be-, 


| gun to ſhake off this =_ inthelefler, what is there | 


that can hold him faſt ro the Lord in the grearer ? | 
Chryſoſlome is very zealous in this point, writing 
vpon | 
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vpon thoſe words of Paw? concerning thoſe that vr- | ,,,; yum | 
ged the ceremonies of Moſes, But there are ſome that | aut alters dun 
would overthrow the Goſpel! of Chriſt. Why but ſaith |'® 10f"t- 
« that Father , hey retained the Gefpel, onely they | range, | 
© would haue brought in a Tewiſh rite, or two. And | <*:4pu/dm | 
«yet the Apoſtle ſaies that hereby the Goſpellis 7, atmis.,m | 
« ſubuerrcd, ro ſhew how but a little thing, being | 1m cormun- | 
« yntowardly mingled, mars all. For as inthe Kings |** | 
« coyne,he that clippes off but alittle of his image | 
« {tamped thereon, imbaſeth the whole peece : foif | 
|<c any ſhall oyerthrow but the leaſt parcell of the | Save fi > | 
* truth, it is wholly corrupted, from theſe begin- | "mm (are | 
« nings proceeding alwaics to worſe things: where | © * 
are they now who condemne vs as contentious, 
*.becauſc of our diſagreement with heretikes ? -- let 
©them heare what Pas! faith, namely, that they did 
* ouerthrow the Goſpell , who brought in bur a lir- 
&*tle innouation. So daungerous did this holy 
man hold it, coyce!d, though neuer ſo little, to er: | 
rour, becauſe of this deceit, whereby the whole 
truth is ſecretly vndermined. Yee world n9t gine_| 
place ſaith Paul, by ſubietFion one honre, to Moiaique | Qui partulum 
rites vrged by the falſe Apoſtles, that the truth of |7*4{om rrom | 
'the Goſpel (indangered belike by thoſerites) might | lyxcramn, | 
| continue. If we neuer ſolittle //ppe of the cup of er- 
| rour, we ſhall drinke our full draught, yea wee (hall 
| goc on in caroufing, till we be drunke therewith. It 
' wee begin neuerſs lirtle to nibble vpon thele meats, 
wee (hall fll our ſelues with them, and cate till wee | 
{urter. | 
Neither is this perſwafion from the ſmallneſle of 

_ finne, deccitfull onely in matter of on rh 

allo! 
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| ler tinnes, haue beene plunged into greater, and yet 
' (fo cunningly and cloſely isthis deceit caried) they 
' hauenot eſpied the change, For that which our S- 
| iour ſpeaketh concerning the grouth of grace, that 
:8.| it is inſenſible, hike ro that of the corne, wherethe 
| ſeede ſprings and growes, firſt the blade, then the 


; hizher, without our feeling or diſcerning : becauſe 
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alſo of life, and conuerſation. Witneſſe the man 
experiences of Gods children, who,winking at fm If 


eares,thenthe ful corne; the husbandman zot kxo- | 
ing how , may as truly be ſaid concerning the grouth 
ot wickedneſle: After that the ſmaller ſeeds of this 
vnhappy cockle and darnell are once receiued into 
our hearts, they ſhoot forth, and till riſe higher and 


of rhis creeping, ſtealing, and deceittull pace of fin, 
whereby, ſtep by ſtep, by little and lirrle, it afcen- 
derh vp in vs,tillit be come to his full height, Hence! 
that adinonition, Rememmer from whence thou art 
fallen. For we,becauſe we fall by degrees,our hearts} 
deceitfully getring #/4 {zztle,doe not lo well perceiue | 
how farre weare fallen, till we caſt backe our eyesto| 
that high hill where wee ſtood before, and then wee 
[ce how miſerably we haue been decciued, | 
Flatter we not then our ſeluesin this deceit. Say | 
not of any of thy infirmiries, as Lot of his T/oar, 0h 
is not this a little one? may I not be diſpenſed with | F 
forthisliule, ſo Igonofurther? may Inot giue mine| F 
eye libertic co wander a little in wanton glaunces ? 
may I not looſe the reines to my tongue to friske 
it our a little in ſome idle and laſciuious (peeches? , 
may I not vaſhakle my feete, and giue them leauc 
ro carry metoſuch and ſuch places? may I nor doe 
all; 
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all this, ſo I do no more,ſo I breake not out intothe 
outward a&tsof vncleannefſe ? No more, O toole! 
How canſt chou chuſe but do more ? 'Thinkeſt thou 
'a doggawill runne away from thee, as long as thou 
; caſtelt him bread ? or that flaxe willnot conceiue 
fl ame, when thou putteſt fire thereto? or that thou 
| canſt carry burning coales in thy boſome, and nor 
| be burnt? No no.If once thou halt ler looſe the reins 
of thee madde horſes, thou maiſt not looke to ſtate 
;them when thou wouldeſt, Ifonce thou giueſt leaue 
ro rhy corrupt aftettions to beginne to play their 
| parts, thou (halc hardly make them giue Ouer. 
| Though ar fuſt they bee but weake , yer afterward 
they raiſe vp their ſpirits , & get rengrh i in going. 
Eaheritis to keep them out, then totbruſt them, out 
Heare not then theſe cunning inſinuations of thy 
 heart,oh bur a /ztzle idlenefle, bur a little wantonnes, 
alittle toolilhnes, and then wee haue done ; oh but 
this {ele (tretches ir ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goesa 
| grtearway,and willnot ſtay where ave would, "The 
| Prouerbe is falſe heere, Modicum non nocet. A little 
 burts not, Yes, alittle burtsa great deale. Little (ins 
| v{her greatonesy and bring them intothecloſers of 
' our hearts. And heere behqgld a notable peece of 
| cunning fraud in theſecrafty hearts of ours. In per- 
{wading andinueagling vs to linne, they vrgehard 
that.itis bur a lztlerhey craue: ; what? will you ſticke 
with.vs for {© litzle?but when this little is once yecl- 
ded them,, then they, cell vs,,;rbat having done fo 
muchzic makes no great matter, if now we goealit- 
tlefurther.: Wee cannot bemuch worſe, then wee 
arg. As when yebaus miſpent ſome part ofche day 
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| The decetfulneſſe of mans heart. 


inidleneſſe;then ireaſonsthas with vs.” Now thou 
haſt loft thisparrt of ir, thon canſt doe no great good 
[with the remainder:it were even beſt to be idle till, 
| 


Thelike may be ſaid in the matter of lying , thee- 


{utng, vncleanneſle: When wee haue but yeelded a 
{little,thenour hearts tell vs, wee haue cracked our 
credit with that we haue done already ; wee are as 
good goforward now,as ſtand ſtill, Hence it is,that | 
when men haue once begunto linne in any kinde, 
they have ſo Juſtily laſhed on : As /acobin his lying 
co his Father J/aack, firſt, 7 am Eſan, g3c. then be-| 
ing demanded how he cameto his veniſon ſo quick- | 


ly,be goeth turther,moſt indignely abuſing the ho- 
ly name of God himſelte,The Lord thy God brought it 
to my band. $0 Saul in his [wearing and curling : firſt, 
Curſed be the man that eateth food till night : then, As 
the Lord lineth that ſaueth 1ſraell ; though it bee lona- 
than h-ſhall die. Andagaine, God ave ſo, and more alſo, 
wnleſſe thou die the death Jonathan. So Peter , from 
one deniall, ruſhes on to aſecond,a third ; and from 
a {impledenial!, to a deniall with execration. Ower 
ſhoves, ouer boetes, as wee (ay. So like in this regard 
are the waters offinne to thoſe in Ezekiel For they 
come ſtealing on vs by degrees, and riſe from the 
ankles tothe knees, and ſo higher and higher. Yet 
heerein vnlike, thatthey ſtay nor at thechione, as 
thoſe do, but goe oner head, andenres,and drowne 
vs in perpetuall perdition, ' Wee muſt then carry a 
ſtrait hand oner our hearts,/and'be asfarre from gra- 


1 


[rifying them in theſe rheir {zitles of ſinne, as wiſer 
| Phyſiriansare their patients, intheir lictles of meats 
fand drinks hurtful. For it fareth wich vs in finning, 


—— A 


| hability tor obedience,according ro that ot S. Paz!, 
| Being made the ſeruants of God you haue your fruit in ho- 
line 
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aS incating, where one bit drawes downeanother 3 
chough ar firſt we purpoſed toeat little, or nothing. 
Andas wee geta ftomacke, and prouoke our appe- 
tite, ſometimes by cating , ſo is our fitneſle tor, and 
delire after finne increaled by beginning to lin. For 
as euery good worke increaſeth our holines, and ſo 


: ſoeuery hane addeth to our pollution , lea 
uing behindeit a kinde of ſtaine in the ſoulezwherby 
it isthe readier for further diſobedience. Whence 
it comes to paſſe, that hauing begun to lay yes to 


ſiane,bur for a little, we findeit ſo hard afterward to 
ſay it nay in farre greater matters, and hauing fatisti- 
ed the ſmaller requeſts of linne wee are made farre 
more calle and inclinable vnto her greater de- 
mands. Hence that warning of the Apoſtle. Be et 
deceiued : Euill words corrupt good manners. Yourde 

ceirfullheart will beare you in hand , that it matters 
not ſo much for words,it is but a ſmall matter,whatr 
words or phraſes one vſes. But the truth is, euill 
words, as ſmall as you make of them,will bring on e- 
uill deeds. Monica, Auſtens mother ( as himſelfe re- 
portsit) when ſhe was a maid, began to lip a lit- 
tle wine, as the pouredit forth for her parents : But 
marke what followed vpon this ſipping. Daily ad- 

ding, ſaith _Yuſten, vnto her firſt little ; new littles, 
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becauſe he that maketh no bones of ſmall matrers, 

by little andlictle will fall ro greater, hee came to | 
that paſſe,that ſhe could with great greedines draw | 
dry almoſt wbole cups full of wine. Lo what comes 
but of ſipping and kiſhng the cup. Buttheexample 
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| ils, (5, 


Nemorepente 


fit malus, 


of 4ljpiuc;reluedaile by the foneFather,, is farre 


alſo che (ightscowhich hewent with them, by be- 
' ing bura blinde beholder of them. Bur being come 
| chicher, and vpon the fall of One of the fightersrhe 
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more remarkable. z ' who being importuned by his 
companionsto gq rorhole bloudy {pettacles of the 
gladiatory combars, atlength with much adoe, hee 
yeelded, yerpurpgting with himlſelte , {and relling 
chem ſo much, ):that he would keepe his eyes {hut 
and lo be abſent, cuen whilſt he was preſent, oner- 
comming borth his friends, by going with them,and 


|people making a great out-cry, hee could no longer 
hold his eies [hur, but longing to ſee whar rhe mat- 
ter was, opened them, fixedthem vpon that barba- 
rous {ight, and tedde them 'with the cruel! pleaſure 
thereof. So that now,faies Auſten, he was not the ſame 
hee that came thither , but one of that multitude to which 
hee was come, aright companion of thoſe with whom bee 
came. Heebeheld and looked 'on with. the reſt , cried out 
with them, was inflam:d with them, and carried thence 
that madneſſe , which wrought in him an iteh of retur- 
ninz, not onely with them that brought him thither , 5 
a companion; but before th:m , as ataptaine and ring-lea- 
der of many others. But among altexamples there 15 
none to that of Salomons. T he beginning of whoſc 
ouerthrow was from this deceit. Ir had been a hard 
matter for ſo excellenta manartthefirit daſh to haue 
been brought cothar height of defeftion;no. No 
man ſuddenly becomes notoriouſly wicked,fpecial- 
ly hauing been eminently vertuons before, bur ſtep 
by ſtep,peeceand peecce, here a little, and there a 


little. 'Loe therefore how Salomons deceitfull heart 
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foyled him; firfi only drawing him to the more im- 
moderate vſeof pleaſures in themſelues lawful, per- 
{wading him yet that he ſhould till, together with 


the vic of them,retain his wiſedome,his picty.But in 


; the euent itproued otherwiſe. As the louc of plea- 


i 
' 


— 


degrees his zeale cooled, his forwardneſle {laked. 
Theexceſine vie,& loue of lawtul pleaſures brought 
him firſt to a defeFine loue of Gods word, and from 


| thence tothe loue of vnlawfull pleaſures in women: 


and then bodily adultery brought him atlength to 
ſpirituall, euen to fearefull idolatry, as is obferued 
by Nehemiah. 

Our wiſedome then muſt be to take heede (asrhe 
Apoftle admoniſheth ) of this decei:falneſſe of /inre, 
leaſt we be hardned,and habituated in ſinne. For a 
habit and hardnefle in ſinne comes not ar firſt, bur 
by degrees, when, by receiving the ſeede of cuil| 
and enticing thoughts, wee come to conceive, and 
thengas 1ames (heweth, luſt haning conceined,ſinne is 
bronght forth, and being brought torth is perfited by 
daily praice, which bringeth cuſtome, and cuſtome 
neceſſity. Sothat now we are miſerably inthralled 
toſinne. Sith then we cannot well be rid of this 
gueſt, if once entertained, let vs be wary how wee 
enter into theleaſt parley with him ; ſince when we 
arc once entred but alittle into this country, wee 
know not well how to get out:it is beſt for vs not to 
come ncereſo much as to the confines and borders 


| ſures went in,ſothe loue of godlineſle went out, by | 
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ling. Chriſoſtometels vs thatiris a ſafe rule,not one- 
' ly ro auoide (inne it ſelfe,bur allo things ſeeming in- 
| differenr,that may toule and draw vs on to finne. 
| Andhe inſtances in laughter, and quipping, and de- 
| licious teaſting, from whence haue flowen many 
| miſchiefes. Theſe indifferent things, atleaſt fo ſee- 
ming,he accounteth the edge of the bill, anh bids vs 
take heede how we vie them. And in truth though 
| ſuch things may ſeeme nothing, yet there is much 
deceir,and dangerin them, They are like Elias his 
cloud, which ar firſt ſeemed very little, no bigger 
then ones hand, yet by and by it ouerſpreads the 
whole skic,and cauſeth a daſhing ſhower. Where- 
fore as the Prophet, inthe firſt riſing ofthecloude 
bad the King hye him to his chariot, to auoidethe 
rcmpeſt, ſo mult we,foreſecing the danger of aþreat 
tempeſt, cuen in theſe ſolittlecloudes, flye roour 
ſhelter preſently. The ITewes being forbidden to 
make couenants with the Gentiles,they alſo abſtai- 
ned from drinking with them, becauſe that was a 
ceremony vſed in ſtriking of couenants, andfoit 
might haue drawne them on thereto. And Exe ha- 
uing receiued a commandement from God, onely: 
not to eate, ſaies ſhe muſt nor rouch the fruit of the: 
tree of knowledge of good and euill: For touching 
might hauedrawneon taſting. The like warineſle if 
we ſhall vſe,then may we eſcape this deceirfull mare 
of our falſe and fraudulent hearts, Otherwiſe ifwee 
be too too regardlefle of ſmall matrers, of the oc- 
calions and preparativesro finne, quickly ſhall wee 
be caught. Andas in the body little prickes ofa pin 


| neglected, haue bred wrancklings in the fleſh, and 
rt hence 
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thence worſe matters haue followed, eucn death ir 
ſelfe at laſt: ſo here in the ſoule, our connjiuence and 
ouer fauourable indulgences to our ſmaller (innes 
cannot but invite and call, yeaand with a magneti- 
call kinde of attraion , forcibly draw vnto vs fur- 
ther,and far more dangerous milcaiefes. 
Theth:rddeceit isto tickle our affetions, and ſet 
our deſires a float, by preſenting vnto vs the meere- 
and pure pleaſure of finne. For howſocuer the plea- 
ſure of {1nne be a painefull pleaſure, a ſowre-{weete, 
which hath much bicrerneſſe mixed; yet our hearts 
cunningly hide and concealethat. The flelh by ve- 
hemency of temptation raiſcth ſuch clouds, that the 
light ofour vnderſtanding is taken away,as in David 
in his adulterie,the fleſh did ſo poſlefſe him with the 
apprehenſion of the preſent pleaſurable delight of 
his ſinne, that hee could notthinke of that ſhame 
char griefe, thoſe wounds of conſcience , thoſe bro- 
ken bones, thoſe (harpe correftions that were to fol- 
low. T hus the Diucll dealt with our Sauiour , hec 
[hewed him the world,and all the glory thereof: bur 
there was alſo much griefe as well as glories in the 
world : but hee would ſhew him none of that. So 
there is farre more gall, and bitrerneſſe, then honie 
and ſweetneſle in ſinne; yer our deceirtull hearts will 
not let vs take any notice thereof: like the //7aelites, 
that could remember the fleſh-pots and onions, but 
not the brickes, northe bondage of E2ypr. Thus we 
deuidethat of Salomon, Goe to yong man, let thy hr 471 
cheere thee in the dayes of thy youth, &3c. (uppreiling 
| that which followes, But know that for allthis, God 
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' ton decceiuerh himſcite, who hearkneth to the ſweet 
' voice of the flattering hatrlot. Stolenwaters are [weet 
| 4nd the bread of deceit is pleaſant. But hee knowe 5 not, 
' ſaith Salemon,that the dead arc theregand that hir gueſts 
 arein the depth of hell, This deceit is much like that 
; of boyes,hiding apinne ina faire roſe, and ſopricking 
| thoſe that ſmell co it ; orlike that of Tradeſmen,that 
ſhew their Chapmen the better part of thecloath, 
and hide the worſe. But to deliuer our ſelucs from 
the dariger of this deceit; we mult, when we are thus 
| rezpted with the ſenſe of preſent pleaſure, caſtour 
eyes beyond it,and looke behinde it,to ſee the taile it 
hath of many forrowes and vexations. Ve muſt la- 
bour as wel to foreſee what is to comegas to ſeewhar 
is preſeat. Doth the Diuell ſhew thee, as once our 
Sauiour,a goodly fight of honor,glory,pleaſure pro- 
fir,&c. in finne? Thatthoumaiſtnor be inueagled 
therewith, thou muſt pur downe his ſight with ano- 
therſight of ſhame, terror, torment here and in hell, 
and other ſuch like attendants of (in, which are to be 
ſeen in the word. Thinke as well of the ſowre ſauce, as 
; ofthe ſweet meat; as well of 7aels nayle topicrce our 
| cempels, as of hir milk, & lodging to relieueour thirſt 
' & wearines;as well of Dalilahs (iflers to cut our haire, 
|as of her lap to lull vs afleepzas well of the pricking,as 
| ofthe pleaſantnes of the haw-thorns.The Greek Poet 


| Zy ap6recor | aies wittily, If the paine of the headach were before the 


| pleaſure of the wine, none would be drunke. If we could 
in our apprehenſion feele the painof lin before hand, 
wee ſhould eſcape the ſnake thar lies hid vaderthe 
greene graſle, the hooke that lies couered vnder the 


pleſant baite. Thisis S«/omens adviſc inthe rempra- 
| tion 
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tion to drunkennes enen then when our teeth are ſer 
on water with the pleaſant colour of the wine ſprink- 
ling & leapinginthe glaſſe,toremember that yer in 
the end it will bite like s [erpent, & hurt like a cokatrice. 
And ſo intempratio to vncleannes,by the fair ſpeech 
and alluring beauty of the hatlor, coremember that 
her latter end i bitter as wormwood, aud ſharper then 
any two-edged ſword. For here truly hath place that 


Pro.33.31.32- 
Prow: 5.4- 


fpcech of Abxer to 0ab, Knoweſt thou not it will be bit- 
terneſſe in the latter end? Sinne may well bring with | 
ir a flattering pleaſure in the entry,butir alwaics clo- 
ſes with a bitter remorſe in the end. 

The 4. deceit is, when it perſwadeth vs to fin, vpon 
hope of Gods mercy for pardon, This is a very vuali 
and dangerous deceit, Like thar of the diuels to our 
Saviour, Caff thy ſelfe downe headlong, for the Anzells 
ſhall beare thee vp. So our harts to vs,caft yourſelues, 
implunge yourſelues into this or that (1n :'the mercy | 
of God thall help you our. Poyſon thy lelfe,here is a | 
counter-poyſon.Breakthy head here is a plaſter, Sur-| 
fer,hereis a Phyſition. An intolerable thing i: is,thart | 
the mercy of God, the onely inviter and prouoker of 
our obediEce,through the lophiſtry of theſe naughty | 
harts of ours, ſhould be made an allurer & very baud | 
as it were to all ilthines. There s mercy with thee faith 
the Prophet, what? that thou mighteſt be deſpiſed, 
blaſphemed ? no,that thou mighteſt be feared. And the 
love of Chriſt conſtraines Pau/ro dutie. Therefore 
ſee what noble deceiuers our hearts are, that can 
make that an enticerto ſinne, which of ir ſelfe is the | 
onely powerfull. and conſtraining perſwader to god- 
linefſe, But let them take heed leaſt their hope of 

mercy 
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mercy be not preſumption. As a man paſſing ouer 
a bridge, which his falſe ſpeCtacles make to ſeeme 
broader, then indeed it is, being thereby deceiued, 
goes belide the bridge and ſois drowned: lo is it 
with thoſe, whoſe deceitfull hearts make the bridge 
of Gods mercy larger then it is, they arein danger 


ditions, accepted them, I muſt maintainemy ſelfe, 


 offalling beſide it into the waters of eternall deſiru- 
| tion. For though Gods mercy be of the largeſt ex- 
tent, yet it is bounded with his truth. And theretore 
 vſually in the Scriptures we finde theſe two coupled 
' together, Gods mercy and his truth, So that Gods 
| Mercy may not beeſuch, whereby his truthin any 
| ſhould beimpeached. As itſhould if it be proſtitu- 
ted it ſelfe indifferently and promiſcuouſly to all, 
as well the inſolent and the impenitent,as the poore, 
hamble and broken-hearted (inner. For vnto theſe 
latter onely is thepromiſe of mercy made. Andif 
ro the others the gate of mercie ſhould beſet open ; 
| Gods mercies ( as Saloron faies of the wickeds that 
they are cruell mercies) ſhould befalſe, and vniuſt 
mercies. But God neuer yer learned ſots be merci- 
full, as to make himſelte falſe,and vnfaithfull. 

The fft deceit is, when our hearts,the better to 
hearten vs to ſinne, plead the neceſſitie of liuing in 
this world,and maintaining our ſelues and our char- 
ges. O wee muſt needs liue, ſay ſome. And vnleſle 
wedoe thus, and thus,( ſay breake the Sabboth,lie, 
ſweare, defraud, &c. ) wee cannot line. E/an vader 
this pretence fold away heauen. Hewas very hun- 
gry,& krowing not how torelieue the neceſfitie of 
hunger otherwiſe then by accepting of 7icobs con- 
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ſaith Eſas, Ar his preſent I cannot without ſome 
food,food I ſecnone but my brothers pottage. This 
I cannot bauve, without | buy it with my birth-right: | 
And thus he deceiued himſelfe The like deceir we 
ſhall ſee in Demerrivs the (iluer-ſmith, who pleades 
hard for Diane, and the worſhip of her images by 
this very argument: $frs yee brow that by ths craft we 
hane or goods : If Diana goe downe, our liuing goes | 
downe with her. Thus would Sathan have beguiled 
Cbriſt, when in his hunger he perſwaded him to re- 
lecuc himſelfe by turning ſtones into bread. And in- 
deed to get our bread by falſhood,oppreſſi6, wrong 
or any indirett courſe is a kind of turning ſtones in- 
to bread. And what good will ſuch bread doe vs? 
Bread made of ſtones ſhall turne into ſtones, even 
in the very cating. The bread of deceit though ne- 
uer ſopleaſant,yertinthe mouth proues bat grauel!, 
faith Sa/omon, Prova20.17. And no maruell. It was 
made of graue)] and ſtones. And fo returnes to his 
firſt ſubſtance. Another remedy againſt this deceit | 
is to oppoſe a greater neceſlity of our foules liuing | 
both here and hereafter with God. What doſt thou | 
tell me ofthe neceſſity of thy liuing here ? There, 
is one onely neceſſity for which rhere is no excule, | 
and is,not to offend God. One thing i needfaull,faith | Mist25 aa. 
Chriſt,to prouide for thy foule againſt hereafter, | © == 
whatſocuer become of this carrionly carkaſſe of | ,,z-., =* 
thine. This is thefarre greater neceflity ofthe two. | 9**.. 
[It is not then ſimply neceſlary for thee toliuc here. | ©?" 
Orif it were, yetnottoliue by fuch wicked meanes, 
which thine owne vnbeleeuing heart ſuggeſterh. 


Man lines not by brea1onely,but by egeryword th. pro» Math 4, 
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ceedes out of the mouth of God. And the inſt max 
| /lines,cuen this his temporalllife alſo,not by theſe and 
| theſe ſhifts, bur by his faith. And that is hismeatin 

the want of other things, according to that of the 

Prophet, Truſt mm the Lerd, and doegood, dwell in the 
| land and feede thy ſelfe by or with thy Faith, as Tre- 
 melins reades it. And thus we haue handled fiue de- | 
' ceits whichour hearts vſe in perſwading vs to finne. 
' There remain yet diuers others, which we wil ſpeak | 
 ofin the Chapter following. ' 


Of nine more dectits in the ſame Find. | 


Herefore to proceede forward with theſe de- 

ceits; the ſixt deceit is, A pretence that we will 
doe {uchand ſuch things ( euill and vngodly ) onely 
for trialls ſake,that by our owne experience we may 
the better [carne the vanity of finne. For example, 
ſome will goe purpoſely to ſee Maſſe, tothe end, as 
they ſay, that they ſeeing the fooliſhneſſe and fil- 
thineſſe thereof might learne toloath itthe more. 
Thelikepretence is vled for ſecing ot plaies,that by 
ſeeing many filthy ſinnes (which the Apoſtles would 
not haue once ſo much as to be named ) repreſen. 
ted and ated on the ſtage, wee ſhall learne to 
| hate thoſe vices the more. But GOD hath ap- 
pointed better ſchoolemiſtreſſes of the hatred of 
liane, then the praftice of (inne. Why ſhould wee 
leaue the meanes appointed by God ro worke 
this hatred of ſinne, and deviſe other meanes of our 
| owne ? Isthisthe beſt way to learne continency,to 
EXCI- 
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exerciſe and trade our (elucs in vncleanneſſe ? as 
there ever any that learned ſobriety by haunting 
tauernes and ale-houſes ? temperance our of the! 
[choole of Epicuriſme?chaſtity in the ſtewes? 1 deny 
not but God, who draweth light our of darkneſle, 
can heale the wound of the viper with the fle{h of 
the viper, & can make in , contrary to his owne na- 
ture,t9 work our good,driuing out one poiſon with 
another, VWhat then? becauſe the learned Pbylician | 
can heale vs with'poyſon,thall we therefore be ram- 
pering with them our ſelues ? So inſtead ofhealth | 
we may quickly meet with death. No,Salomez him- 
(elfe was deceiued in this poitit 3 as his Eccleſtuſtes | 
 ſheweth. And his experience may teach vs, how | 
dangerous it is to trie the heat ofthe fire by putting | 
in our finger. He gaue himlelfe ro a plealureable de- | 
licious life only for triall ſake, to make proofe of ir, | 
what was in it,chat it he could not finde happy tran- | Ecclef. 2. 3. 
quillitie of minde, hee might leaue it ſo much tbe 
more wiliingly, Bur alas, how miſcrably was hee 
hampered in rae ſnares therof? How was he by this 
meanesdraine on tothat fearetull apoſtacy inhis 
old age ? ſhall not his experience make vs wiſe? [hall 
any man now thinke he can now ſafely beare rhar 
burthen,which hath already broken Sampſons back? 
The ſeuenth deceit is, when we groundour liberty | /II.Deceir, 
which we take of finning, vpon thoſegood , either | j"*umine 
graces we hane, or ations we doe z perſwading our Kanon 
ſelues that alittle dramme of ſome goodnefle in vs | hae 
will waigh downe many talents of wickedneſle. For 
as we can couer in our brethren'many vertnes vnder 


ſome one infirmitie: ſocontrarily, in our ſelues (ſo 
cunning 


Mar. 4.7. 
Math. 13.7. 
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| doe our hearts deceive vs, making vs beleeue that a 
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cunning and craftic are our harts)many,not ſleigh- | 
ter infirmities oncly, but euen groſler deformities 
alſo vnder ſome one,poore,pretty,(happily ſhow of 
vertue, rather then vertue it ſelfe. Thus the ciuill | 
man thinks his prophaneneſleand careleſneſle in re- 

ligion is ſufficiently couered vnder his vprightnes. 

and iuſtdealing inthe things of this life. The glo- 
zing hypocrite thinkes his zeale'in outward profel- 
ling may beare him out in his vacharicable, vnrigh- 
treous, and vnreaſonable dealing with men. As if 
Herod (ſhould haue thought his hearing of /0þna ſut- 
ficient priuiledge to him for his inceſt. Thus nobly 


greatheap of chaffe canliehid vnder alittle hand- 
full of corne , thata little dimme candle-light can | 
chale away the foggy palpable darkeneſle of Eg 1p. 
Whereas the contrary is the truth , that our little 

good is rather obſcured & eclipſed with our many | 
and greateuills. As in the parable ofthe ſower, the 
thorny prone is aid to bring forth no fruit. Z«k.8. 
L4. and yet before, wverſeſeauen, it -was ſaid that 
the thornes ſprung vp with the ſeede, ſo that the 
ſcede did not periſh in the ground , bur ſprou- 
ted foorth , and yeelded ſome fruit ; and yer be- 
cauſe, as Marke ſaies , the thornes grew vp, or 4/- 
cended,as Mathew ſpeaketh,namely, abouetheftuit, | 
therefore the fruite of this ground is no fruite : it | 
lies buried vnder the thornes, it is ouvertopped , and 
choaked by them. Loe now, the fruite does not co- 
uer the thornes, but the thornes the fruit. It is nor ſaid 
there were no thornes, becauſe of ſome hopeful] be- 


' 


ginnings of fruit, but contrarily, no fruit becauſe of 
the | 
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the charnes thriving, and increatiag- Were it not 
abſurd to reaſon thus, wharchough there be. many | 
poiſonfull herbs in the por? yet there are ſome good 
ones, and ſo the porridge may be good. N:y , if a- 
| mong many good hearbs, there were but one poy- 
| fonfull in the pot, a man might ſay truely , Death is 
in thepot , yea , that there were no good bearb init; 
becauſe —_—_—_— of the one hatn taken away all 
the goodneſle ofthe other. So in truth where there 

is but any one (inne nouriſhed and foſtered, all other 
our graces are not onely blemiſh:4, but abolilhed, 
they areno graces But moſt ofall is this deceit dan- 
gerous inthe true chilgren of God? when they (hall 
the rather preſume in ſomethings to finne, becauſe 
| they arethe children of God , members of Chriſt ? 
| and fo cannot be ſcuered from him, and becauſe 
they are beautified with ſo many excellent graces, 
which they thinke will calily obtaine pardon for 
ſome ſmall defe&ts. Thus were the ſeruants in the 
primitive Church decejued, when vpon.occalion of 
their calling,they ſhooke off the yoke, and becauſe 

| they were Gods ſonnes , would no longer bee mens | 
{laues. Andthus would the Diuell haue decejued 
Chriſt, when he would haue bad him preſumed vp- 
-on his priviledge of being the ſonne of God , and 
thereupon haue caſt himſelfe downe from the pin- 
.nacle of the Temple. Math. 4.6. This deceit is fo 


| much the more lamentable, in that theſe conlidera- 
'tions ought rather to bebridles to reſtraine vs from 
; finming,and fpurres zopricke vs Onto further grace, 
and obedience. For the more' honour God hath 
f {ginen vs,thegreater care ſhould we haue to main- 
.| q- > , ine! -- 
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' taineit, according to that of Paul: walke worthy of 
that high calling. Should ſuch a man as 1, ſaith Nehe- 
mie, goe into the Temple to live ? Againe, haft thou 
ſome graces, ſome good things in thee? O then dif. 
gracerhem not with ſinne,but make them as grace- 
tul as chou canſt,by adding vnto them what is wan- 
ting, that ſo there may bea (weete proportion, and 
comely conveniencie in the ſpiritual body of grace. 
Foras ir werean abſurd (ſpeech to ſay , I haue all o- 
ther parts ofmy body ſeemely, and comely, legges, 
hands,cies, lippes, cheekes; therefore it matters not 
for my deformed and miſhapen noſe; no body can 
ſze this blemiſh among ſo many ornaments 3; yes 
they will ſceit, and markeitſo much the rather,and 
the deformity of thy noſe is made more conſpicu- 
| ons by the conformity of thy other members : lo 
alſo alike abſurd is it to perſ[wade our (clues, that 
becauſe offome ornamentsin our ſoules , the many 
monſtrous enormities thereof will be winked at. Is 
any woman fo fooliſh as to thinke becauſe her face 
is very faire, and beautifuli, therefore ſhe may ſpeck 
and ſpotithereand there with mire and dirt ? or 
becauſe her clothes ſhine and gliſter , therefore (he 
may ſtaine them ? Whereas the faircr the face, and 
the garment, the greater isthe diſgrace of the ſpot, 
and ſtaine. So alſo would any man bee fo ſence- 
lefſe,asto thinke thus, becauſe I haue a good ſute, 
good ſtockings, cloake and band , theretore I may 
well enough put on anold'duſty ;worne, and torpe 
hat. No this will diſgrace all the reſt of his fur- 
niture; andit would be nothing ſo great a ſote in 

the eyes ofthe beholders,if his doublet & hoſe were 


tattered 
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4 tattered, his ſhoosmuſty,his ſtockings broken,&c, | 
4 The erghz deceit is, when we pretume the rather |, 
r to ſfinne, becauſe we thinke to make amends for it Hope h= Poms | 
4 afterward, by ſome good deeds, as prayer, confel- | king amer ds | 
| | |ſfion,almes,&c. The couctous man ces apray,fome | **©** 
p rich booty, whereby he may benefit himſel:e much, | 
'inthe iniurie and opprefſion of hisneighbour : Yea | 
4 but his conſcience tels him,opprethon is(inne,how | 
4 then may ne doe it? His deceittull heart fuggeſterb, ' 
|thatif atterward he be a little more bountitull in | 
* gluing of almes, he ſhall make an aboundant re- | 

; compence for his finne, and ſo bids him ſticke no |, | 
J longer at the matter. In this one particular, Auſten | :,m.zi 16:10, 
both propoundeth, and diſcouereth this deceit ve- | 212 mibs rap. | 
1 ry notably. The extortioner ſaith he, ſaith thus wnto | — 
p me, Tam not like the rich man inthe Goſþell, I feaff the | Aga facio, | 
_ poore, 1 [*nd ſuſtenance to the priſoners, Icloath the na- | _—_ Care 
? ked, ] emtertatne the ſtrangers. To whom hee anſwe- | Dave Puts, 
- ; teth. T hou thmkeſt thou 4ineſt.** Doe nottake away, | _ nolrges 

yy \*and thou haft given He reioyceth to whom thou ; 

G *haſt given: buthe weepeth, trom whom thou haſt | 

un *rakenaway. Which of theſe two thinkelt thou | 

4 *will God heare? Thou faiſt to him ro whom thou | 

: *haſt given, be rhanktul tor thatthou haſt receiued: | 

Mt | **but onthe other [1dethe other man ſaith,I mourn } 

«s |*for that thou haſt taken away : God, hee flies to | 

* '*thee,foole, I bad thee giue; but not of other tolkes | 

a *y00ds.K now thou foole,who ot thy ſpoilsand ra | 

- pines giueſt almes,that when thou ſpoilelta Chri. | 

£ **ſtian,and robbeſthim, thou robbelt Chrilt him- { 


*ſelfe. And if they ſhall be ſent to hellthatdid nor | 
*Cloath Chriſt (that is a Chriſtian ) when naked, | 
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-fie for ourſins by any.ofour workes, 2. That there- 
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«what place (hallchey. haue inhellthat made him | 
«naked when. he wasclothed ? Here happily thou 
«wilt ſay,thon ſtrippeſt a Pagan, &clotheſt a Chri- 
©ftian. Euen heere will Chriſt anſwer thee, oh 
©ſ{paretodamnifie mee. For when thou who art a 
*©Chriſtiandoeſt thus oppreſle a Pagan, thou kee- 
*Deſt him from becomming a Chriltian. If thou 
*haſtthen of thine owne,giue:ifnot, better for thee 
'*ro gratifienone,then to grate vpon any. So far Au- 
ften,excellently ſhewing the groleneſle of this deceit 
that we may rob Peter, if afterward we will pay Paul 
therewith. Thiskinde of deceitſeemeth to haue car- 
ried Saulto that his diſobedience, inretaining the 
fatteſt of the _AHmalekites flockes. Hethought belike 
the ſtaine thereof would cafily be. waſhed out with 
the bloud of this ſacrifice, whereof hee ſpeakes (o 
much afterward to Samel, The people tooke it to offer 
tothe Lord thy God in:Gilzal. And fo the whooriſh 
woman thinkes the like water wilPurge away all the 
filchineſſe of her luſt. 7 have peace-offerings ((aith (he, 
iacouraging her ſelfe, and her youth in their linnes) 
at home,and thine pade my vowes. This ſeemes allo 
to haue beenethe deceit of the Phariſies, . as ſome 
readethat Lak, 11. 41. Yeegine almes ( namely of 
goods gotten by rapine,& pillage) and then will bee | 
clean,tlfe blot of your vniuſtce you think is ſufficient- | 
ly waſhed away.A horrible thing,;to think that God | 
will chus be corrupted, and made to wink at our fin. 
No: He that offereth tothe Lordof the good' of the poore, 
is as h: that ſacrificeth-the Sonne before the Father. 

But hereis a double deceit. 1. That we can ſatis- 


fore | 


fore wee may boldly (inne. For firſt, ſay thar thou 
couldeſt ſatisfie God for the wrong which thy ſiane 
doth to him, muſt thou theretore lawfully offer 
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wrong and violence to him 2 Wouldeſt thou thinke 

thy neighbour might lawfully fteale from thice, if 
after he would make ſomereſtiturtion? or breakxe thy 
head, ifafterhe would giue thee a plailter ? Bur then 
itisnotſo, thatany workes of obedience can ſatisfic 


for thy former disobedience. -If thou wert bound 
to a man in two ſenerall bonds for two ſeuerall 
debts, and having forfeited one, (houldſt afterward 
pay the other, would(t thou be ſo fooliſh as ro thinke 
that by paying this latter, chou hadſt ſuthctentlydit- 
charged the former ? It a ſervant,having loyrtered all 
one weeke, ſhould painetully, labour all the next, | 
would his maſter yer indure him pleading the laſt 
weekes diligence, as aſufficient recompence of the 
| formers negligence ? No 2? For it was his duty to' 
labour both weckes. Sothe obedience thou pertor- 
meſt toGodis a debt due to him : thou canſt not 
pay one debt with an other. If a Chapman, hauing 
gone long inthe marchants bookes, ſhould at length 


for all that was'taken beforc? And yet this is the fop- 


pay for that he tooke laſt, had he therefore ſatished | ' 


piſh deceir,not ofthe Papiſts alone, bur of many of 
ourſelues alſo (for naturallythere is much of the po- 
'piſh leauen in vs) tothinkethat if after we have (1n- 
ned, we be fora while alittle more carecfull then or- | 
dinarily,ofprayer;confeſiIion;reading, hearing , and | 
ſuch like exerciſes, then all is well againe : But S4- | 
lomon tells vs,thatthe ſacrifice of the wicked is abo- 
minationto the Lord. And-therefore rhe —_ 
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of godlineſle performed by ſuch as wallow in inne 
without repentance,cannot pacihe his wrath. 


ro the committing of lome {inne, vpon pretence, 
eicher of the conlequence of ſome great good, 
which otherwiſe cannot be had z or the preuention 
of ſome grear euill , which otherwiſe cannot bee 
, auoided. Hence that deceitfull rule, of two euills 
| chaſe the leaſt. Lot was caught in this ſnare, when 
he would haue redeemed the greater linne of the 


| his daughters zwhen he would haue prevented S9- 
{omie by permiſhon of adulterie. So Herod having 
{worneto gratifie the requelt of chat dancing Mi- 
nion, for the auoiding of che Sands, ruihes vpon 
theRocke; preuenting periwry, as hee thought, by 
murther. Buc the truth is, a man 15 neuer ſo iacom- 
pafſcd berwixt two euils, bur he may tinde an out- 
going wi:hout a third. Now as concerning the 
hope of ſome good that may enſue, heere Lors 
daughters were caught,as well as their father inthe 
former : For when they tell into that toule abhomi- 


' which preuailed with them, a hope they. had that 
by this meanes, in their fathers poſteritie, rhe 
Church of God (otherwiſe in their opinion neere 
an end ) (hould be vpheld, and preſerued, And 
was not hereagoodly: colour, ro commend inceſt 
vnto them, the preferuation 'of the Church from 
ruine? Buthad not Abraham as good a colour for 
to haue ſpared J/arcke, contrary to Gods comande- 
ment ? euventheſamethatthey had, the preſeruati- 


| 


 Sodomtes againlt his gueſts, with theleſle againſt | 


' nation of inceſt, in all likelihood. this was that | 


The zinthdeceit is, when we perlwade'our (clues | 
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on, and faluarion of all the elect, which hee might 
feare would haue been buried in /ſaackes athes, of 
whom he knew the Melizah muſt come. And in- 
| decd,if 4b:aham had nor had a found heart mdeed, 
here had been ht place forthis deceit. The leapers 
were thus decciued, when, contrary to Chr (tz 
| commandement, they diuulged the Miracle of 
their healing : Their reaſon was to declare Chritts 
glory, and their owne thank fulneſſ*, Bur they 
thould haue learned, that as when God command; 
things otherwiſe forbidden, then they are no 
{lianes;2s in Abrahams cale : fowhen he forbiddeth 
things otherwiſe commaunded, then they areno 
parts of obedience, whatſouer plauſible perſwa- 
ſtons wee may frame to our ſelues. Saul allo was 
thus deceiued, when for the better ouerthrowing 
of the Philiſtimes, he torbad the people to earcany 
thing till the evening. So Rebecca, when for gaining 
the bleſſing ſhe taught her ſonne how tolic._Aufter 
makes mention of ſome that juſtified the readin- 
of the immodeſt, and laſcivious writings of the 
heathen Poets vnto young boyes, by the good tha! 
comes of it, namely, the fining of thetongue, the 
poliſhing of the ſpeech. That which is good i 
precious indeede, and according to Salomon rule 
we aretobry ir, bur yer nor t: > our diſaduantage : 
with the loſle ; onely of worſe rhings, not of berte 
[_gatnen thatwee buv. Vee muſt not buy c ho. 
' quence, and good war {sf dearcly, as with th elofl 

| of a good conſcience: wee mull notredecme or lir.! 
finger with the loſle of our eics. For as excel} 
Auſten, Good words are not more eaſily learned by :0, 
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filthy writings : bat filthineſſe is more confidently pra- 
Hiſed by reaſon of thoſe words, Whatſocuer good it 
is we may thinke to come vnto by inning, it is no- 
thing to that hurt wee doe ro our owne fſoules in 


| inning. It were madneſſe to looſe athouſand 


' Pound, ro gaine an hundreth : much more to looſe 
i-fornorhing, miſſing of that hoped for hundreth, 
Soit 15 here in this deceit. In not finning, when 
' wee are tempted, there is an vnſpeakeable good : 
' now when we {inne vpon hope of ſome great good, 
firſt we looſe the good of abſtaining from ſinne, ot 

keeping our ſoules pure from that delilement. 
| This wee wittingly looſe. Now that great good 
wee thinke towinne by this loſle, is in compariſon 
with this, but as adiamme to a talent. This were 
bad enough one would thinke : Yet here is not all. 
For beſides the loſſe wee purpoſely put our [clues 
vnto, wee looſe alſothat wee hoped to gaine by this 
lofſe, boththe ralent and the dramme to. As Saul 
when by his wicked execration, and cruel] p:ohi- 
bition of food to the people, he _ tohaue fur- 
chered the victory 8gain(t the Philiftims, indeede 
he hindered it,as /onathin obſerucd : For ifthe peo- 
ple had not beene out of heart for want of foode, 
they might farre more valiantly haue purſued their 
aduerſaries. And fo it fareth wich vs, as withthe 
doggein the Fable, thar letting fall the fleſh that 
was in his mouth, to catch at the ſhadow thereof, 
loft both that he had, and that hee thoughe ro haue 
had, both ſubſtance and ſhadow too. For indeede 
that good which wee procure by f{inning, israther 
a (hadow of good,then any true good. When a 
oc 
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doe euill that good may come thereof, though the 
[thing itſelfe be good, yetto vs itis not good. Our | 


If chis were well chought of by ſome, they would | 
not ſodeceiue themſelues,as they doe,in v (ing baſe | 
ſhifts, and indire&t, and vnhoneſt courſes, tor the | 
inriching of their ſtate, vpon prerence of doing 
good tothe Church, whereto they ſay they ſhall 
thus be enabled. I tell ſuch, that the good which 
thus they doe tothe Church, in them is no good, 
but turned into ſinne. For as in 7b it is ſaid that 
we may not /ie for God, fo neither may wee op- 
preſſe, defraud,ordoe any other cuill, cither for God 
or the Church of God, He knowes how to prouide | 
for his Church without thee. He will not be honou- 
red wichthe price ofa dogge,and a whore. He needs | 
not thy wverrues, much lefle thy finnes, either fot 
his owne glory,or his Churches. Neuer feare,that 
either of theſe will fall downe, though they ſeeme 
neuer ſomuch to ſhake,vnleſſe thou (as once Y= 24h 
his hand to ſaue the Arke ) put vnder the proppe of 
thy finne.But againſt this deceit for cuer remember 
that golden rule ofthe Apoſile, We may not doe euill, 
(nonorthe leaſt ) tha? good (though the greatelt ) 
may come thereof. 

The tenth deceit is, when wee therefore preſume 


wee may belceue pur hearts, to continue alſo in 


betwixt God and the Divell. If our hearts ſhould 
perſwade vs fo to inthrall our ſelues to (inne, as 
wholly to renounce Gods ſeruice, and ſhake off his 

P 4 yoke, 


togoe on inour ſinnes, becauſe our meaning is, it | 3 


the practiſe of godlineſle, as ir were parting takes | .- 
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linncin procuring it hath alcered the nature of it. | 


lob 13 7, 


Deut, 23.16, 


Rom. 3. 
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| vs thinke that wee can ioyne together things ſo in- 
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' God and Bacchus, God and Venus, The M.mmoniit 
' Aattereth himſelfe in his worldlineſſe, becauſe hee 
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; can ſuch a worthy princefle as Grace, indure ſuch 


— 


| continue Gods ſecruants, notwithitanding our fer- 
' uice performed to {1nne, wee quickly apprehend 
' its, and thinke this will be ine, it wee can both 
| p{caie God,and our owne naughtie hearts roo. This 
' was Salomons deceit,in his firſt declination, when ke 
; bezan over-much to hearken to theinchaptments 


4 
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yoake, this would not fo cally be granted. But 
now when they beare vsin ha nd that ſtill wee ſhall 


of plexfures; that for all his pleaturcs, he would 
{tt!l continue his former exerciſe of pietie, But when 
once | chad gone thus farre, rw admit of ſuch com- 
p.inion- with God, in the ſeruice of his heart, they 
col4 not long endure Gods partnerlhip, nor yet 
God theirs, and ſo Salomenar length gaue ouerthe 
ſcruice of God, and ſerued idols, Neuer then let 


ſociable, godlinefſe and wickedneile. Ir is a hard 
matter to exerciſe two ſeuerall Trades, much more 
two ſuch contrary trades,as theſe two. Neuer et 
vs be ſogrofle, as to thinke we can reconcile things 
alrogether irreconcileable, God and Sathin : ye can- 
not ſerve two contrarie Maſters, Godand Mammon, 


purpoſeth ill tro continne his zeale and for ward- 
neſle in religion But this is impolhble, For how 


rogues for her bedfellowes, to lodge with her in our 
hearts, 2s are Couetouſneſſe, Voluptvoulneile, &c. 
No,Grace muſt have ail,or none, If any {inre hauc 
bur a part, ic muſt hane al!. Loe then notable craft, 
If you will let ſuch and ſuch gueſts in to haue ſome 
roome, } 
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roome, they will not be any vnquiet neighbours: 
Grace (hall enioy her roome liill. But when once 
hey are got in, Grace is ſo annoyed , that ſhee is 
taine to depart preſently. And fo all falls to their 
(hare. | 
The elewenth deceit is, when wee fleſh and con- 
arme our ſclues in our linnes, becauſe of ſome hu- | 
mane lawes which may ſceme ro fauour them. | 
\ Though yet indeed, they onely zo/eraterhem , and 
not allow them. Thus the common Viurer decci- 
ueth himſelfe ; why,the law allowes ten in the hun- 
dred : yea, but the law onely ſtints, and limits itto 
ten in the hundrerh, and lo farre giues way to it, 
for the preventing of a greater miſchiefe. And this 
will not beenough ro excule the Vſurer in the Court, 
of Conſcience. Thus the lewes deceiued themſelves in | 
che matter of their Poli2amy,in having many wiues ; 
and in their diuorces for every trifle. They thought 
Moſes law bad allowed them :n thefe finnes. Where- 
as our Sauiour ſheweth, Moſes onely gaueatolkerari- 
on,becauſeof the hardneſle of their bearts.So inthe | 
matter of maintenance for the Miniiteric, many, | 
thoughrich & able, yet refuſe to giue any thing, be- 
cauſe they haute notrhoſething3,theriches whereof 
che law require tor this purpaic. Yer thel1vot God/| 
is plaine, let hi. that is taught make him that zeacheth | 
him partake» of all his 2084s. And againe,in the citties 
which the other Tribes mult gine the Leuites, God 
wou'd hauethis proportion to be kept ; {uch Tribes 
as had more Cities in their inherirance, ſhould part 
with more: ſuch as had lefle, with tewer. By thee- 


| quitieof which proportion,thoſe that ate richer arc 
bound 
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bound to gine moreto the miniſtery, then the poo- 


the turne,they may giuelefle, For the poorer may 
haue tithes payable by the Law, when the richer 
hanenone. Bur Gods Law requires, that according 
c20ur ability, whether oureſtare be in matters tiche- 
able, or not, that matters not with God, we [hould 
maintaine the miniſtery. 

The twelfth deceit is, when therefore we flatter 
our ſelues in our {inne, and thinke we may well e- 
nough doeit, aslong as we keepe a moderation in | 
{inning, and doe notlaſh out fo tarre as others doe, 
Thus many thinke they need not ſticke toridevpon 
the Sabaoth, though for trifling, triuiall cavuſes,ſo 
they ſtay an houre by the way to heare a Sermon,8 
donot wholly ſpend it in-trauelling, as ſome doe. 
Thus many beare rhemſclues out in their hard and 
vaiuſt dealing with the poore, becauſe they vienot 
all that cruelty they might,and that others doe be- | 
cauſe they only clip oft the wool, and notthe {ning 
fleſh : it may be they rake but halfe the forfeiture of 
a band ; it may be they reſtore halfe of the worth of 
the pledge,when it is forfeited. So theeues thinke if 
they leaue ſome mony inthe trauellers purſe,and ler 
him ſcape withthis life, which was tn their hands, 
they are ſo farre from being to be accuſed for their 
ſealing, thatratherthey areto be commended for 
their mercy,and moderation in ſtealing. Thus Da- 
uid though he followed his luſt in lying with Bath- 
ſbeba, yer he would not lie with her, but being puri- 
fied according to the Law : And lying with her ſo, 
his deccitfull heart made him thinke hee mightthe 
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preſſe thee to giue the other alſo, thou having no 
more right betore God to keepe th conep art then 
the other? 

The thirteenth deceit is, in wreſting the Scripture 
to make it ſeruc our turne, And if once our deceit- 
full hearts can finde the leaſt colour for our ſinnes 
there,then runne we away With it, andtake liberty to 
finne boldly.It ſhall not be amiſſe toſee this in ſome 
particulars, 

1 Forliberty in ſinning, prophane ones alleadge 
that of Salomon; Be not inſt over-much. So a man may 
be too forward,and preciſe. And againe, bee nor 
wicked ouer-much., So then a man may be wicked 
moderately. 

Anſw.The former words are not to be vnderſtood 
oftruzrighteouſneſle, as though there could be too 
much there, kyat a deviſed righteouſneſſe of our 
| owne, without the word of God. Such as is that of 

the Papiſts in whipping themſelues. Therefore Sa/9- 
mon addes in the ſame place : Neither bee 100 wiſe. 
Make not thy ſelfe wiſer then God, in preſcribing to 
thy ſelfe a ſtriterrightcouſneſſe, then his word im- 
poſerh vpon thee. What then ?is this to cry downe 


the practiſe oftrue piety,& mortification comm _ 
c 


more ſafely doe it. Butthis deceit is nor hard to be 
diſcouered. Doth Daxid indeede make conſcience 
of c:remoniall,and yet none of moral purity ? Doth | 
the theefe make conſcience of leauing onetwelue-' 
pence inthe trauellers purſe, and none of taking ma- * 
ny hundreths out of it ? So in the remitring ot balte | 
the forfei:ure, I aske of thee, whether the ſame 
reaſon that makes thee giue one halfe, ſhould nor 
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dedin the word? Asforthe latter words, of nor be. 
ing too wicked, they doenotgiue vs leaue to be 
wicked in any fort, though neuer ſo little, no more 
thenthe Apoſtle,ſaying, Zer not ſinne raigne, goth 
thereby giue liberty to vs, that tinne may be to'era- 
ced,ſoitraignenot zorthen he doth, whien he ſaies, 
Let not th: Sun goe downe 2/p0n your wrath, thereby 
giucliberty to be angry till the ſunne beer. Bur as 
cherethe meaning is, that if it be ſo that we cannot 
wholly be free from raſh anger ( which were to be 
wiſhed)yer we (hold not nourilh it, bur labour with 
allſpeed ro quench it:lo alſo here,thar if 1t be ſo wee 
| cannot altogether be free from the taint of wic- 
| kedneſle, yetthat we: ſhould keepe our ſclues from 
' Taſhing ourinto the exceſle thereot,as the commun' 


fort doe, no further are the words to bee (trec- 
ched. 

2 Forcontinuing impenitently in their ſins they 
alledgethar of Sa/o»:0m, The inſt man falleth ſeauen 
| tim:s 4d ry,and rijetha aine. Which is to be vnder. 
| ſtood of his falling in:o af flidFr8 ,, and not into /inpr. 
So likewiſe they vrge that of Ezekiel, At what time 
ſoener a finner repents,,3c . Bur they torgat thatof S. 
Anſten he which gineth pardon to the repenter, doth 
wot alwaies giue repentance to the ſinneg. 

3 Formixrdancing of men and women, that of 
Salom'n, There tsa time to dance. Anſw. Salomon 
ſpeaksnot of ſuch things as we ought to doe,or may 
doe, by the comm:ndement orpermifion of God, bur 


of ſuch things, as tall out, and come to paſle by rhe 
pronidenceand decree of God, There u 41 appointed 
time,namecly in Godseternall decree, fer everything; 
name- 
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| namely thar falls our, every, either crofſe, or plea- | 
ling accident ; for otherwiſe there is no ſuch time, | 
wherin we are bound to throw away that we have, | 
ſoasweareto keep and get it. | 
4. For vſurie,that in the parable1hy diddeſt thou ' Marg. 27. 
not put it forthtothe exchangers, that I might haue mine | 
{ owne with vantage? Anſw.Grant that this be ſpoken | 
in allu{ton tothe praftiſe of common and cruel vſu- | 
rers, yet the Scripture doth no more allow of the 
common trade of vſurie by borrowing a [1militude 
ofthem,then of vniuſtice,in the parable ofthethee-|,  _ 
 uiſh ſteward; or of theft, in ſaying, Chriſt (hall Th. 
come as 4 theefe inthe night,or of the heathens Olym. | » Cor 9.24. 
picke games,in comparing the prattice of Chriſti- 
anity,to thoſe races; or of dancing in that paraboli- | 
call ſpeech, we hane piped and ye haue not danced; or of| 
charmes and incantations, in likening the wicked to 
the deafe Adder, which heareth not the worce of the in- 
chanter. 
| - 5. For fornication,thar it is indifferent, the words 
of thecouncell, 4#s 15. ioyning fornication, and 
| conſorting it with things indifferent, viz. blouaand 
things ſtrangled. 
| Anſ.Thereaſfon of thar coniuntion was the ge- 
nerall account thar thoſe times made of fornicari- 
on,ro; the councels owne opinion | 
6 For defiling, at the leaſt the outward man 
with idolatry. Naamans petition, God be merciful un-| : King.s 18, 
| t@ me when Icome mio the houſe of Rimmon, with the | interpreted, 
Prophets anſ yer, Goe in peace. Anſ. The words in 
the original,as ſome learned haue obſerved, may be 


_ thus, Ged be mercifull unto mee, for 1haue gone | 
| into 
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into the houſe of Rimmon,(o that Naaman now purpo- 
ſing wholly to cleaue to the true God, craucs par- 
don for that which he had done, no {axe for that 
hewasto doe. Thewordis vied in the ſame man- 
ner in the inſcription of two Plalms rogether : In the 
5 1.Pſalme, 4 Pſalme of Dauid,after the Prophet Na- 
than came!o him : For hee did not make the Pſalme, 
till after he had been with him. So inthe 52.P/alzz, 
A Pſalme of Danid, after that Doeg came, and ſhewed 
Saul,c>c. Andin Plalme 54. 4/ter the Ziphims came. 
7 Fora lawleſſe liberty to deale with our owne 
things as we lift, that in the Parable, May 7 not ave 
with mine owne as 1lift ? Anſ.lt is Gods ſpeech, and 


{imply thine owne, 
$ Fortemporizing and framing of our felues to all 
companies,thart of the Apoſtle, Yo the Iewes, 1be- 
care 454 Jew, ce. Anſ.The Apoſtle became as alew | 
tothe Tewes,and asa Gentile ro the Gentiles, not in 
conforming himſelfe to any of their impieties, far | 
heneuer ſacrificed to the Gentile Gods, to make 
himſclfe as one without the Law,to them that were 
without the Law;but, 1. inthe vſe of things indiffe- | 
rent,2. in a mercifull compaſhon towardsthem, 
renderly earning in his bowels ouertheir ſoules; not 
in acratry counterfeiting of their faſhions, Hee be- 
commeth as a ficke man to the ſicke, not that fei-} 
neth bimſelfe co be ſick of the ſame diſeaſe; buc that 
miniſtreth ynto him, and with a bemoning minde, | 
chinkerh what he would be glad others ſhould do to 
him being ſicke, and doth the ſame to his brother. 
Diuerſeſuch like writings of Sctipture might bee 
inſtan| 
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inſtanced in. Buttheſe are enough to giue vs a ſay | 
of the deceitfulneſſe of our hearts 1n this kind. | | 
Thelaſt deceit is,theinuenting of eualions, how | x1y neceir, 


| to cludeſuch arguments, whether from the Scrip- | Eluding the 


Scrip [nrcs 
avainkt VS. 


ture,or from ſound reaſon, as make againft our fin. 
Toſhew this in ſome particulars. | 
1 When we plucke and pinch the long haire of 
ruffians with that pregnant text, 1# & 4 y A for a | 1 Cor 11.14. 
man to weare long haire, Nature it ſelfe teacheth ir. | 
Anſwer is made that it isonely to be vnderſtood of | 
ſuch haire that is as long as womens. Bur as it is | 
ſaid of the Phariſies, that their Phylaferirs were | 
broad, but their expoſitions of the Law narrow, lo it | 
may be ſaid of theſe men, their haire i long, but | 
their expo/i20n of this Scripture is very ſhort, whiles| 
they reſtraine the word, which ſignifieth to nouriſh | Keuay. 
the haire atlarge, onely to ſuch a kind of nouriſh- 
ing,as women vſe, that let it grow downe to their, 
feet. Homer vſing the Apoſtles word, calsthe Gr.e 
ciansnouriſhers of their hairez who yet I hope did; 
not weare their haire ſo long as women, that they 
were faineto bind it vp. Thus in ſtead of clipping | 
theirhaire,they clip the Scripture. 
2 Thelike ſhift is that which is vſed to decline | 
the ſtroke of Dext.22.againſt fage-platers, where the 
manthat putteth on womans apparel! is ſaid to bee 
an abhoimnation to the Lord. A fearetull thunderbolt, 
But loe,a thicket, which ſome of Adams fonnes have | 
found to hidethemſelues from this thundring voice | 
ofthe Lord; and that is a corrupting gloſle, which | 
interprets it of ſuch onely, that weare womens ap-] 
parell ordinarily, and dai'y, ſo as women vic to =_ | 
ea, 
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Yea, buttheword is to put on, and it cannot be de- 
nicd but players put it on when they att womens 
parts: And theſame word is vied of Danids putting 
on Sauls armour, who yet put it off againe pre- 
ſently. 

3 Andlaſtly, notto exceede in multitude of ex- 
amples; when the negligence of Paſtors is checked 
with thatexpreſle commandement, feed the flocke, 
that is, faith the deceirfull heart, either by thy ſelte, 
or by another. And yer Chriſt biddeth Peter, it he 
loue him, and as he loues him, to teede his ſheepe. 
Looke then how thou art to loue Chriſt, ſo thou art 
to feede his [heepe. If thou thinkeft it enough to 
loue Chriſt by a deputie, then maiſt chou allo ſafely 
thinke it enough to feede his ſheep by a deputic, 

It mighr be ſhewed in many other things belides, 
how full of ſubtill and ſophiſticall wic our heartsare 
in coyning of diſtin&tions, and deuiling ſhifts to 
reſtrain hatreds, as they call them, that is, the com- 
mandementsthat make againſt them. Butthe que- 
{tion is, whether theſe diſtin&tions will go for cur- 
rent, or no, before God. In theſe caſes it is beſt to 
take that which is ſureſt,and freeſt from danger.No 
| dangeratall of ſinne can there be in neuer putting 
. on of womens apparell,in wearing our haircinthe 
ordinarie ſhortnes, in feeding the flocke in our own 
perſons. But the other matters are doubtfull,&que- 
 {tionable. Take heede therefore, leſt, on thy death- 
| bed,thou make this doubt, O what it that were not 
; the meaning of that place,feed the flocke,thar is,ci- 


| ther by thy ſelf, or by thy ſubſtitute ? How if Chriſt 


meant only feeding by our ſelues, in our owne per- 
ſons? 
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ſons? howthen? who ſeeth not, that when death 
commeth, then all ourquirkes of wit, whereby wee 
ſoothed our clues in our ſinnes, vaniſh away as 
ſmoake? Venter notthentoleane vpon ſuch broken 
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ſtaues, which willſurely faile thee in thy greateſt 
necde. 
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Seauen deceits of the heart in perſwading to the omi;- | 
ſion of good, | 


H Auing ſpoken of the deceirts oÞour hearts in | 


perſwading to the commiſſon of exil/jit remai- | ') 


neth that we proceed totheirdeceits in perſwading 
tothe 91//5/9n of that which is Geod. And they are 
ſpecially ſeaney. 

The ff is, when, as before the foule and ougly 
face of finne was painted with the faire colours of 
vertue and holineſle : ſo here, contrarily,the beaurti- 
fullface of vertue is all to bee ſlurred, and ſmeared 
with the blacke ſaote of thoſe vices, which ſeeme to 
haue ſome affinity with it. Thus conſcience offinne 
is traduced as preciſe nicenefle and needeleſſe (cru- 

daſagredeciaice to Gods Jawes is thought the 
bake bondage, P/«l.2. Iuft ſeuerity heafes ill, vn- 
derthe name of mercilefle cruelty. .Zeale is cenſu- 
redfor hypocriſic,raſhneſſe,madneſle. Patience for 
fupidity,and cowardize. Humility for baſeneſle of 
| Q 


minde, 
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\minde : wiſedonic forardft. Ando arcmany cxcel- 
'lentgraces and workesdifcredited! with vs, and we 
| broughe out.oflove;,. and hking: with them. Jada: | 
diſgraced the:iuft.and honozable liberalitic of Afary, 
Math.:6.8. | in breakingthe. boxt of ointment emour Saujour; as | 
too profuſe & riotous a waſt, The Jewes taxed loims | 

{cuercr gravitie as diabolicall, and Chrifts gentler af a- 

bility as Epicureall, and (auonring of licentiouſneſle. 
Ahaz counted truſting on God to bee tempting of| 

him. And the Papiſts flaunder marriage, as an vn- 
cleane and fleſhly worke., Herein yertue fares much | 
like her followers, who neuer could bee free from 
thoſe aſperſions,& imputations, which of all others 
they leaſt deſerued. But, as the wicked, to bring 
' the godly into hatred, haue alwaies raiſed vp ſlaun- 
' derous report» of them, that they axerhns and thus, | 
(as of the Chriſtians in the Primitinve Church, that | 
they were enemies to the Emperours , praQiters of | 
 vncleannefle in their meetings, &c.) when indeede 
| they are nothing leſle; fo doe our beartscraftily mif> | 
informe vs of yertue, and as once they ofthe Hugo- 
mites, reilvs terrible chings of ir, to- bring vs quite. 
aur of conccit with it. | 


-— — — 


[7.Deceit, to] | Thefecondis, when-ourhearts would onely ob- 
| bring from 2 raine:thns much of vs., tO remit bur alimnle- of onr | 
licle :0 19% | forwardnefle and zeale;, as in the fit obferuation | 


_ of the Sabaoth, and other ſuch like: duries.. For by 
this meanes, as incommictihg of firme the dereit of 
our hearts was, to bring vs from a hitiero much! : fo 
heere,from a/ileronechine x all, tha by little and 
little degenerating,arthelengeh we might bdequite 
_ and cmptied:of all poodneffe. A fearcfull 


example 


——_— a P "I. 


The deceitſulneſſe of mans heart. 
example whereofthe Church of Epheſmoyeeldeth ; 
whoſe little abatement of the feruour of her firſt 


loue, made wayto theremouall of her golden Can- 
dleſticke,and fo tothe bringing in. of that fearctull 


— — . ——— 
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and fatall darknefſe wherein her former ſo glorious 
and ſhining alight was wholly cintomiſhes . 


muſt be Ike tothatof Moſes in ſtanding out againſt 
Phareh,not to yeeldſomuch asa hoote ; If we do, 
our caſe in the end will be the ſame with them, thar 
yeeld all atonce , and at the firſt daſhwholly fall a- 
way. le mattersnot greatly to Sathan, in the ſpiritu- 
all ſhipwrack , whether the ſhip bee ſuddenly caſt 


Our | 
| wiſedome therefore in tanding out againſt our own | 
hearts,and the Diuell , with whom they conlpire, ; 


away by ſome violenttempeſt, or be drowned by 
degrees, the water getting in by little and lictle at | 
ſome little hole. Crs conſumptions bring 
death as well asthe violent burning feuers. Hee that | 
6 careleſſe in his buſoneſſe, ſaith Salomon , is brother to 


the waſter,and will furely come to pouerty inthe end. 
This is true alſo ſpiritually. If once wee beginne to 


| fame eaſe withthem that waſt and hauocke all con- 


| craft, ard our owne hearts together, -not toſer vpon 
| our whole treaſure and fore at once, but here a 
| fatchzand there a ſnacch,till by little and little, they 
| have exhauſted vs, like Ne necar in the ſpoile 


flacke of our care and watchfulneſſe, and beginne 
to grow cold and careles,andto carry our ſelues re- | 
miſkely in religion, wee ſhallquickly come into the 


ſcience at once. Since therefore this is the Diuells 


ofthe Temple, firſt rakingaway one part ofthe fur- 


| niture, then an other: ke ftands vs in hand to holde 
1 Q 2 faſt 
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faſt our owne, and not to let goe the leaſt parcell 
thereof, Forif once a breach bee made in vpon vs, 
and but fome little taken away , wee cannot but bee 
weakenedthereby, and (olye open to further dan- 
confs.10 35. | ger. How often uh Auſten, ** hauing at firft but 
——_ << tolerated of thoſe which tell idle tales, leaſt wee 
0% 9:46 :9. | ** ſhould offend the weake, afterwardes by little and 
creme, ne of: | « little haue we come willingly to liſten vnto them? 
ſ-ndams *7-| If once we become lukewarme, wee are ſo much the 
244latim l1ven- | fitter to become colde, and then to freeze. If we ſuf. 
{cr advertim%. | ferzeale to coole, quickly wee ſhall come toreſt in 
the outward performance of religious excrciſes, 
without any ſenſe of the quickning life and power 
of godlinefle in them, and atlength we ſhall proceed 
on,from this dead ſenſeleſnefle, to open prophane- 
neſle, and contempt of all goodneſle. Withſtand 
thea the firſt beginnings of declining. 

It Deceir, | Therhirdis, when the plealure , comfort, andre- 
\(euering of | ward of godlineſſe is ſeuered fromthe toyle,trouble 
| of eodlineſle, | and aMiction that waites vpon it. As, contrarily in 
| fromrherrov- | {1nne ourharts cunningly abſtraCted the paine from 
Tos the pleaſure. This deceit ſometimes preuailes with 
the godly; as with Danid, when conſidering the pre. 
ſent afHiGions of thegodly, he cries out, / heue wa- 
| ſhed mine hands in innocency in vaine, But more com- 
monly with the men ofthis world , when they heare 
| that hard ſaying ,1fa»y man will ue godly hr muſt ſuf- 
fer perſecution, and if any man will be my diſciple, hee 
muſt for ſake all,father,mother,lands,living,and life ir 
Hom, 15.44 | (elfe, Buthere Chryſofbome giues vs an excellent rule, 
+-p. 4m.» | chat wheninany good thing to bee done for Gods 
E-” cauſc, there ſeemesto beloſle , we ſhould = only 
ooke |, 


— —— 


| Plal. 73-12. 
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looke tothe loſe, but to the gaine alſo incloſed in 
this loſſle. Artthou to giucalmes, and doth the ex- 
penſe of money trouble thee ? Confider alſo the re- 
trne and increaſe of that which thou expendeſt. 
Haſt chou loſt any thing in thy outward eftate? Giue 
thankes to God: and conſider not the griefe which 
thy lofle, but the 1oy and comfort which thy thankſ. 
giuing affordeth thee. Artthourcuiled, andrepro- 
ched ? beare it with a good ſpirit, and thou haſt 
more cauſeto glory in thy pa/ience,then to grieucin 
thy reproach. We ce the husbandman conſiders nor 
the ſowingin teares, but his harueſt, his reaping in 
ioy. The fiſherman lookes nor to the caſting in of 
the ner, but tothe draught; nor the merchant to his 
ſea-voyage, but to the returne of his merchandize: 
ſo muſt we,not ſo much looke to our loſles , croſſes, 
affli&tions, as it were the ſhowring & lowring ſeed- 
time,but to our reaping time, our harueſt, the com- 
ming of our Sauiour,the blaſt of the trumper,the ex- 
ceeding glory prepared for vs. With Moſes wee muſt 
looke to the recompence of reward,and the cternall 
weight ofthe crowne muſt waigh downe with vs the 
light and momentany waight of the croſe. And as 
in ſinne weeſhould haue a fore, not ſeeing onely, 

bur fecling alſo of the paines, when ſeeing onely 
tickling pleaſures, preſents irſelfe: ſo in obedience,of 
the pleaſure , when nothing ſhewes it ſelfe to the 
outward cyc,bur paine 8&trouble. If thus we can do 

and truly conioyne thoſe things which our cunning 

hearts fraudulently ſunder, the crowne of thornes and 

the crowne of elory,Golgatha and Caluary , coſuffering 


Heb. rx. 


a nn en Oo" 


and coreigning with Chriſt; chen ſhall we account the 
| Q 3 rebuke 
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rebuke of Chriſt a matter of incouragement, yea, a 
greater attraCtiue vnto godlineſle, then all the trea- 
ſures of Egypt. For the lefſe our reward is heere 
with men,the greater may we aſſure our ſelues ſhall 
it be hereafter with God, For if cruell men haueſo! 
much good nature, asroſee the paines which others 
haue taken tor them, to be recompenced : thinke we | 
that the God of mercy can ſuffer them to goe vnre- 
warded of him that haue ſuffced ſo much for him ? 

Y ea,but in preſent thou ſaiſt rhou ſeeſt, and feeleſt 
nothing bur paines,puniſhments, troubles, and tri- 
bulations. Firſt, this is not ſo. Much comfort, and 
{weetneſle of delight is there in the very at of obe- 
dicnce,in regard ofthe peace and ioy of conſcience; 
as contrarily much torture , & terror inthe very act 
of finning : for heere euen in laughing, the heart is 
ſforrowfull,as in the way of obedience,cuen in mour- 
ning the heart is light and cheerefull, In which re- 
gard, though there were no heauen , nor future re- 
ward of glory, yetthe godlylife , withall the trou- 
bles thereof, were to bee preferred before the finfull 
with all it pleaſures; onely becauſe of the ſweet qui- 
ct, and contentment of an vnguilty conſcience, 
whereas the wicked haue a tormentor within, a ſelfe- 
condemning conſcience : The mudde and mire of 
which raging ſeatroubleth , and diſtempereth the 
pleaſures of linne, which yet, if vntroubled, ſhould 
laſt but for a ſeaſon, baving a moſt miſerable ſuccel- 
ſour to follow, endleſſe and remedilefle ſorrow. So 
quickely in ſinne doth the pleaſure fade and va- 
niſh, leauing behinde it perpetual! paine : whereas 
in obedience contrarily the paine istranſient the 


S plea-| 


| 


| | andſuch like knackes , that vſe to pleaſe children, 
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pleaſure eternally permanent. 

Now that in obedience firſt thou heareſt and fee- 
leſt ofthe worſt, and the better is reſerued for the 
time to come,this ought the rather to hearten thee 
thereunto. As being an argument that there isno 
| deceit which here thouncedeſt to feare. For where 
| deceit isment, there the beſt things that may tickle 
| andrempt vs are ſhewed, the wort are concealed, 
till afterward, As for example , thoſe that ſtcale a- 
| way children, doenot tell them of rods and ſtripes, 


| but ofplummes,apples,cakes,babics, hobby-horſes, 


— 


| Andthen hauing thus caught them, the poore chil- 
drenatterward fteele much woe and miſery ; ſo in 
catching of bires and fiſhes, their daily foode thar 
they delightin, is ſhewed them: the ſnare,the hooke 
they feele afterward: And thus doe our hearts,as we 
{hewed, decciue vs in perſwading vs to (inne by ob- 
iecting to ourſenſes the pleaſtrable delights therof, 
| nottelling vs of the after-claps. Burt now in obedi- 
; ence, the word of God firſt tels vs of the griefe , then 
; ofthe glory; firſt ofthe labour , then of the reward; 
| firſt of the zeares, then of the wiping handkercher ; 
firſt of the race, then of the garland; firſt of the frghr, 
then ofthe kingdome. Isnot this plainedealing to let 
vs know the worſt hefore-hand? Doth not God here- 
| indeale as a Father with his childe ? And will a Fa- 
| ther cooſen and circumuent his owne childe 2 No. 
| Andyetfirſt, in his childhood, hetels him of the ſe- 
| vere ſchoole-maſter,ofthe ſwindging roddes,ot che | 
| hardferuler, and of ſuch like terrible things, Atrer- | 


| ward, when he comes toage , heetels him ot his in- | 
| heritance, 
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heritance, and paſſeth it ouer to him, Lo thenwhat 


a ftrange deceitthis is, for our hearts to make vs be- 
lecucthatto be an argument of Gods decciuing vs, 
which is ſo cleere an cuidence of his fairhtulneſle. [f 
now wee were told onely of pleaſures and delights, 
wee might {uſpe&t deceit , andfeare there would be 
none in the end. But now hearing nothing but of 
the croſle, of gall and oe , Wee may the 
more per{wadcdly aſſure our ſelues, that the wine 
and hony will come, and that beginning with the 
dolcfull darknefle ofthe night , wee ſhall endinthe 
ioyfull light of the day. Where ioy hath the begin- 
ning,therefeare of griefe makes our ioy grieuous ; 
n_—_ griefe, there hope of ioy makes our gricfe 
ioyfull, 

"The four th is, from the remembrance of that good 
which we hane already done. Vhereunto we falſly 
inferrethat wee may now ſit downe, and reſt vs 2 
while, as hauing done enough for our parts. This 
ſeemes to have beene Zþzes deceit : Hee thought it 
cnough he haddeſtroyed Ahab his poſteritie, and 
idols. He thought thisa great matter, and therefore 
that the doing ofthis might well excufe him for the 
not deſtroying of Jerobeams Calues. But Haul had | 


| done far more, and yet forgat that which was paſt, 


and ſtill prefſed toward the marke , notwirhſtanding 
hee had ſo happily combated with his corruption, 
that he could ſay, 1 «awcrucified to the world, and the- 
worldto me,yethe ſtill continued beating downe his 
bodie. So Timethie,though a rare man for mortifica- 
tion,yet continued ſtill inthe vſe of ſuch ſeuere ab- 
ſtinence that Paul was faine to ſtay him, and = 

. im 


2 ans: which we have, but contrarily, 
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him drinke no longer water, Bur, marke here the | 
deceit of ourhearts1n turning the Purre into a bri- 

dle. For there cannot be a more forcible imicement. 
to proceeding on in grace, then from our owne be-. 


ginnings,and formerpraQiiſe. All loſt, it wee give. 
oucr before the race be fully runne out. Wheretore 
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S. Paulperſwades Philemon co ſhew mercy to One/7- | Phil 8. 9. 


mu by reaſon of his former praQtiſe of that grace to-| expounded. 


wards others ; for hauing ſaid, Wee have greatiey and 
conſolation in thy lowe : Forby thee, brother, the Saints | 
bowels are refrefhed , hee inferrech preſently this : | 
iherefore 1 beſeech thee for my ſonne Oneſimus : Re- | 
treſhthou his bowels, as thou haſt done others of 
the Saints.Srill hold out in the exerciſe ofthis grace, 
that thou maiſt recciue a full reward. In like man- 
ner hereaſoneth with the Corinthians , Ls yee baue 
abounded in loue and knowledge, ec. ſo ſee ye abound 
in this grace ( of Liberality ) a/(o. Wee contrarilic,' 
thinke our abundance in ſome graces may diſpenſe 
with our defe&tsin others. But as in rhe parable of 
theloſtſheepe, the ſhepheard leaueth the ſheepe 
he hath,and ſecketh out that he wants ; ſo ſhould we 
here : Inour thoughts, at leaſt , leave thoſe graces 
thou haft : Doe not fo ſtand thiaking of them , that 
thou ſhouldeſt negleR that which thou haſt nor. In 
the parts of our bodies none ſo foolilh as to reaſon, 
no matter forthe wantof mine eye, becauſe I haue 
eares,noſe; &c. No ſouldierſo ſenſclefle, as to ſay, 
no matter for a head-peece, becauſe I haue a breſt- 
plate. Inthe furniſhing of our houſes if one onely 
ornament be wanting , wee docnot thinke the want 
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thatwee ought ſo much the rather to prouide that 
which is wanting,becauſe of thoſe we haue. In run- 
ning of races, the people hallow and ſhout, nor to 
the hindermoſt, bur to the foremoſt rhat are neereſt 
the goale. The like hartening ſhould wegiueto our 
ſclues, the neerer wee approach tothe end of the 
Chriſtian race: | 

The fift is, from comparing our ſelues with 0- 
thers that are worſe, asthe Pharitie compared him. 
ſc}fe with the Publican. Hence wee gather, that as 
long as wee haue others farre behind vs,we need not 
ſo be ſtirre vs. This deceit is like thatof the Drapers, 
that commend a carley by laying it toarug. Well 
in other things we doe notſo decciue ourſelues. A 
man of ſome competency. in his ourward eſtate, it 
he ſec a beggar that hath nothing, will not thereup- 
on conclude that he is rich enough, and needeſecke 
forno more. No, but if there be bur one richer man 
then himſelfe, hee is an eye-ſore. As long as hee ſees 
him, hethinkes himſelfepoore. So the runner ina 
race haſtens hispace by looking tothoſe before, not 
{lackens it by looking backe to thoſe behinde. So 
ſhould we rather caſt oureies vpon thoſe that ace of 
greatereminency ingrace,thenourſelues , and then 
hang down our heads,and couer our faces in ſhame 
to ſee what nothing we are, and then put tothe ſpur 
to this dull iade, ournaughtie fleſh , that wee may 
make more haſt in our tourney.  , 

The (ixtis, when wee abſtaine trom good,:vnder 
pretenceof auoiding evill : which anſweres to that 
deceitin the former kinde,of doing euill for the pro- 
curing of good. This isthe deceit of the Papiſts in 


nor 


—— 
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not ſuffering the Scriptures to bee read of the com- 
| mon people, becauſe of the hurt that may come of 
it. Auſten makes mention of ſome , rizat neglected 


the meanes of knowledge, becauſe knowledge puf- 

feth wp. And ſo would be 7gnorant, that they might 
| behumble, andwant knowledge that they might 
| want pride. Sothe Philoſopher plucked out his eies 
| to auoide the danger of vncleanneſle. But we muſt 
leatne neuercither to feare good, though it may 
ſeeme neuer ſo hurtfull;nor ro embrace exi//,though 
neuer ſo profitable. Hurtfull good is more profitable, 
' then profitable euill, 


: 
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| Cuar, XVIII 
Of another deceit in the ſame kinde. 
s Couy remaineth yet one deceit: morc in this 


we haue reſerued this Chapter. And that is the in- 
venting of falſc reaſons to detaine our ſelues from 
performance of dutie. For-euen in ſuch-Cutics, 
whercto we haue boundour ſelues by yow, we-will 
yergo about toſlip the collar, and to vatiethe knot: 
which Salomonintimateth in that Prouerbe : 1? is 4 
ſnare afitr the vow to inquire , namely, calovrable 
[reaſon to elude our vow : Much raoxe then will our 
deceirfull hearts doe the like for thoſe duties, where- 
totyedonely-by Gods commandements, Fort it they 
hauefleights to looſe a double knot, both of a com- 


—_ 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


kind, for which, it being ſomething more large, 


mandement and yow to); much more then aſingle 
| knot 
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knot ofa commandement alone. To exemplifie this 
in ſome particulars ; Many , when called rotheſup- 
per of the Lord, pretend their want of preparation 
and vnfitnes, by reaſon they are not in charity with 
their brethren. A notable deceit ! For why doe they 
not vpon the (ame ground refuſe ro pray alſo, be- 
cauſe loue and vnity are as well required heere, as 
in the Sacrament ; yea a ſincere profeſſion of it, 
forgiue vs, as we forgine, erc. When, in the publique 
reformation of religion, vnder Ezekiah, there was 
ſome backwardneſſe in the Pricſts and Levites, and 
they happely,with the ſluggard, were ready to hold 
the hand in the boſome, and to cry, A Lyon in 
the way, This innovation will bee dangerous, wee 
darenotbeſcenein it : Ezekiah ( as after him Fr: 
lizs Paulus Conſull , when no body clſedurſt , him- 
felferanin the hatchet into the temple of Serp rc, 
che demoliſhing whereofthe Senate had decrced ) 
began firft himſelfe,, and awaketh theſe fluggards 
with theſe words : 0 be not deceiued my ſonnes; God 
hathchoſenyou, (5c. As if he ſhould ſay, I know your 
hearts are cunning and deceitfull enough to ſug- 


geſtfalſe reaſons,to diſcourage you , but harkennot 


vntothem. Doe yourduty. So alſo inthe mainte- 
nance of the miniſtery , becauſc of the many vaine 
ſhifrs which men haue for their baſe and illiberall 
dealing with vs, ſaying, Wee live idly , and doc no- 
thing bur ſpeake a few words,8c. Therefore S. Paw! 
hauing exhorted the Galathians to this duty , to take 
away all their witty excuſes, addes, Bee not deceiued, 
God « not mocked. Therefore ſhewing, that asin di- 
uers other things , the deceirfuineſſe of our hearts 


—— ſhewes 
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 (bewesit ſelfe, in this, namely, the forging of idic 
reaſons to ſatisfie & beare out thetnſelues inthe neg- 
left of duties commanded by the word of God. And 
asthedeceitis in the people, in denying the Mi- 


| _—- 


niſter his dues,ſo alſo in the Miniſter in denying the 
people theirs,the due,namely of ſpiricuall inſpection | 
and inftrution. For here ſome pretend , that for a! 
while they withdraw themſelues , that they might | 
follow their ſtudies in the Vniuerſitie , and ſo bee 
the better ficred for their charge. When yer Timo- 


—— — — 


{ matter of patience, this 4s an vſuall ſhift ro excuſe} 


thyfor the Churches behoofe, forſooke Pauls com- 
pany, his deareMaſter, with whom if he had abode 
(til, negleQing the Church , hee wanted nor this 
pretence, that hee did it to furniſh himſelte with 
greater ſtoroof knowledge.: For Paul might hauc 
beene ih ſtead of many Yniverſuies ro him.So inthe 


the want of it : OhifI haddeſetued it, | could have 

borne it : Whereas/Peter ſhewes that wee ought lo 

much the rather tobee patient-when the evill wee | 
lufferis vndeſerued, becauſe then patience is mot | 
praiſe-worthy, when iris moſt prouoked, And iniu- | 
ries doe more prouoke patience., then deſerts. Be- 
[ides that, in vndeſcrued cuils, wee haue the conſci- 
ence of our owne innocency, to comfort vs inthat 
eriefe, which the ſmart of the euill bringeth. All 
which comfort is wanting,whenthe cuil is deſerved, 
And laſtly in the ducie of liberalitie-, how witty and 
crafty doe men ſhew themfelues, in deviſing reaſons 
to ſaue their purſes ? as thatthey baue charges of 
their owne, they know not what neede they may 
come to themſelues,and divers ſuch like. And hence 
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| it is, the Grecke word, which the Apoſileferterh 
-| eutLibecality by,ſignifterh Simplicity, in oppoſition 
to thar crafty and witty wilineſſe that is inthe Co- 
uetous, to defend themfelues from the danger as 
they thinke of liberality. 

But ro omit theſe particular inſtances, which are 
infinit ; there are fiue more general! andcommon| 
fhifcs,which men vie, toauoide the prattiſe of god- 
lineſſe. 
| Shi. from { © Ofthoſe whoſereligion and diuinityis wholly 
not doing | negative: Whothinke it is enough they doe no hurt, 
euill, andthatit greatly marters not for doing good, ſo 
 [rheydoenocuill. But theſe muſt remember, that 
Math. 3.10. | eatery tree that bringeth not foorth good fruit ( tor all it 
bring forth no bad ) ſha# bee cut downe-for the fire. 


Mat. 25.39. | Thatthe ſeruant,thar doth notimploy, andiincrez(e 
his talent ( for all Ne returnes it af: and ſound to h13 
Maſter ) ſhall be bound hand and foot, andcaft i1- 
co ytter darkneſſe. "That many who never plucked 
eithermeat from Chriſts mouth , or apparell from| 
his backe , norwith'the wicked _ ecutors impriſo-! 


ned him,and made him ficke, (hall yer be condem-, 
ned,for that they gaue himno meat, being hungry. 
nor apparell, being naked, nor vilited him, in his 1m- 
priſonment and ſickenefle. That they themſelues 
would nor like of the like excuſe in their idle & neg- 
ligentſeruants, neither would they thinke it a fuff 
cient plea forthem to ſay , wee haue nor fet your 
houſe on fire, orplotred with theeues againſt you, 
&c. Beſides that theſe deceiue themſciues inthink- 
ing they can abfſtainefrom cuil!, indoingnogood. 
Whereas, in Chriſts account , not to gather, is to 
, ſcatter 
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(carter ; nat to-doe good; when: we ought , is ro-doc 
hurtznocto ſauc life,yihen wee is todeſroy it, 
And therefore, being chajenged by the Phexiſce: 
for curing alicke man og the $a.2aoth, his defence 
| was, Whether « it better fo doe good or exillon the Sa 
boath, to ſane the life, or tokill ? And,fo in Selomons 
account, he thar helps nor his brother in his necd , is 
| 2deſpiſer, a hater, and {o a murtherer ofhim. 
| Second/lyftis of delayers , and procraſtinatours ; 
| who (ay the time isnor yet come for them to be ſo 
| graue, and godly. Hereafter they will repent, and 
 reforme their waics. So ſaid the Iewes for the buil- 
ding of the materiall temple, T he time 43 not yet come ; 
andthe like-doe many of vs.ſay,, for the building of 
the ſpiricuall temple of Chriſtin our hearts, Deceit- 
fully we,as well as they: for the reaſon of repentance 
isnot the time to come, but the very inſtant wherein 
we liue. Bebold now the accepted time: bebold-navy 
the day of (aluation. To day:, whilelt ris calledro 
day, haxden not-your heares :, For wee are certaine 
of this onely, and not of any more, becauſe our. life 
is not in our owne hands,bu rt in-Gads ;who-in a mo- 
ment can take ic away. Bue (ay that, as 0nce Fx. #/4h, 
thou hadſt a leaſe of thy life. for forae,certrine-{pace 
of yeart. : yer fill rbe dice Mould berhe lame ; for 
though thy life may continue longer,yet how know- 
elt thou that Godscalalfo will ſtil continuetor ifthat 
doc, whether he will giue thee his grace to an{were 


Mark, 3. 4 


Pro.14.20,21, 
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vntoit , who haſt already fo camemptuoullic reic- 
 &edir? Aﬀſure thyſfelfe, hee that will nor bee fir for 


in ſpecially is the deceirfiulnefle of finnezo be ſhone, 
that 


God today, will be lefie fit to morrow. For heere- | 
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that ſtill che longer'it continueth with vs,the greater 
ſtrengrh,and intereſt irgettethinvs , and ſo as the 
Apoftle ſhewes,it hardens our hearts,and more dl. 
ables vs for good duties then before. Know itthen 
for a truth, that when thy deceitfull heart thuspro- 
craſtinates the prafiſe of godlineſſe , and puts it of 
tothe time to come, by that time thou wilt bee fo 
rooted, and ſerled in thy finnes, through long cu- 
ſome and continuance, thatthou ſhale ſcarce bee 
capable ſo much asof the morion of the ſpirir vnto | 
repentance. Such a fore-skinne will bee growne o- 
ver thine heart, ſo thicke and brawny , that hardly 
will the moſt powerfull motions pierce throagh it. 
Doe wee not ſce how eaſily the crookednefſe of a 
young twigge may be correed } letiralonerillit: 
be growne a confirmed tree, it is inflexible. Alas 
how many haue there beene , who deceiuing them- 
{elnes with an opinion of repenting hereafter , as 
thinking the preſent time when God called them 
vnſcaſonable; afterward, ſeeing their error, and how 
they hadler lip theſeaſon , haue howled with Eſau, 
and haue then cried out, they couldnot repent, be- 
cauſe theſeaſon was now paſt, it was now too late ? 
What a cunning trick ofthine is this, O thou deccit- 
ful heart!when thou (houldſt do good, to ſay, Ir is too 
ſoone, that time isnot yet come, hereafter | will doe 
it? and yet when this thy hereafter is come , then to 
ſay, now itis too late, the time is paſt?Ler vs not then 
be thus deluded,ſuffering therime of grace to ouer- 
paſſe vs to our deftrution. Behold thy ſprituall e- 
nemiesarein areadineſſe for thee , they haue their 
naked ſwords drawne, and already ſtab thee. And is 
| it 
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itnow a timefor thee to talke of deferring thy pre- 
paration for them?lfrhou come nor our & harneſle 
thy ſelfe for the bartell inallthe haſt , thou wilt bee 
vtterly ouerthrowne, before thy hereafter be come. 
Why ſhouldeſt chou deale with Chriſt like the Di- 


| 
| 


uels, who cried againſt him comming to diſpoſleſle | 


them, Why art theu come totorment ws, before our time ? 
For ſo many account the praQtiſe of godlineſle a 
corment, Why {houldſt thou doe worſe with God, 


| 


: 
1 


| 


| 


then thou oughtelt ro doe with thy neighbour ? Say | 


not to thy neighbour, goe and come againe tomorrow , and 
1 wil gine thee, if now thou haue it. I cannct ſay in- 
deede, that when God to day calles for thy repen- 
tance, thou haſt ir oftky ſelte, therito giue it him: 
YetthisI may lay, ſay notto God, Come againeto 
morrow,and thou [halt haue my repentance; when 
to morrow thou ſhalt be leſleableto giue it,then to 
day, O rhatrrhou couldelt be wiſe to know the time 
ot thy viſitation, and to apprehend the occaſions & 
gracious opportunities ot thy good, while they are 
offered; to obſerue the time of the ſpirits mouing in 
thy heart, as once thoſe licke men did ofthe Angels 
mouing in the poole of Betheſda, and with like vio- 
lencerto take it tor thy ſoules health, as they did that 
tor their bodies. If wich the Church in the Canticles 
when Chriſt knocketh at the doore of thy hartthou 
riſe not vp inall the haſt tolet him in,he wil be gon, 
and with her, thou maiſt ſeeke him long enough in 
great woe & griefe, as once /oſe!h & Mary did bodi- 
ly,erethou art like to finde him. Heare what Chritt 


himſelfe faith , Behold 7 and at the deore and knocke, 


if any man heare my voice ,and open, 1 will come in, elle 
not 


" 
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not. Thou ſeeſtthe Mariners and Watermen, be- 
cauſe they haue not the winde & tide at command, 
take the benefit of it, whiles it ſerues, The good hus- 
| bandin the wor 1d, how greedily doth he apprehend 
| the occaiton of a good peniworth and takes the ad- 
, uantage of the market ? O thatee could be as wiſc 
ſpiritually, and take our peniwcrth, of the Goſpel, 
while it laſteth,& whiles it is yet day ply our worke, 
before the tweltth houre be gone, and that fearctul! 
' night ouertake vs wherein none can worke. O that 
inthis onr day, as Chriſt with teares wiſhed for leru- 
| ſalem, wee could know the things belonging toour 
; peace! Ler vs not deceiue our (clues in thinking be- | 
' cauſe we are young, we haue therefore time enough 
| before vs, we need nor make ſuch haſt. Alas it is but 
Solereccideres | 4 4Ayy alhort day, all the time that we haue. O that | 
redire pſ1, | in this thy day ſaith Chriſt, And then after it comes 
a; ' an eternall nighe. Other dayes, though they haue 
| | their nights, yet thoſe nights end, and day comes a- 
| gaine, But after this day 1s once gone, there neuer 
| comes a new day, to workethe work ofthe Lordin 
| againe.O bur the day of the Goſpell among vs hath 
| beene, and ſo ſtill is like to be along day. Well, bee 
it ſo. But then the day ofthy life may bee ſhort e- 
nough, and thenthe other is thine no longer then 
thou liveſt. When thou art dead, what good will the 
Goſpell doethee then? Yea, but then the day ofmy 
life may be a long day. For Iam young and healthy. 
Well grantthee that too, yet the day of the Gol- 
pell, and the grace of God may bee our before the! 
day of thy life. And then what good willthy lite do 
thee ? One of theſetwo may eaſily bee, thatifthe| 


day 


—_— — 
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| refuſed the good counlcll of the Lord, and reliſted | 
| his ſpiric in the word. Thou maiſt (it long enough 
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day of the Goſpel be long,the day of thy life ſhould 
be ſhort,or if the day of thy life be long, yet the day 
of the Goſpel! ſhould be ſhort. See then how dan- 
gerous and deceitfull delayes are. Seeke the Lord 
therefore, while 7e may bee found, leſt other wiſethou 
be like thoſe that Chriſt ſpeakes of, who ſhal /eeke to 
enter, and fpall not bee able, and Salomon,that ſhall ſceke | 
| the Lord early, and ſhall not finde him. And all, be-| 
| cauſe they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the feare 
| of the Lord they would wone of my counſel; Icalled, and 
they refuſed, Ifpretched out my hand, and none would re- 
gard, The ſeaſon then of ſeeking God is when hee 
ſeekes vs, and inuites vs to come vnto him, when he 
cals and ſtretches out his hand, as he doth now in 
the miniſtery of his Word. If now thou ſtoppelt 
thineeare, through the deceit of anſwering here- 
after, thou art wondrous wide, As now thowuart 
deafe, lo hereafter God will be #umbe. Heereafter 
thereſhall be nothing for thee to anſwere vnto, no 
voyce of God to obey, ſaue that,God yecurſed.Gods 
' ſpirit (hall not alwayes ftriue with thee, Thou haſt 


Luk, r3. 


Pro. 1.22, 29 


Vecl. 14. 


Gen. 6, 


erethe like grace be offered thee againe. Thetime | 
(hall come that thou maiſt deſire to ſe one of the | 
dayes of the Goſpel, which now thou ſeeſt;and ſhalt | 
not ſee it, when, as Chriſt ſaid of himſelfe tv che| 
lewes, thou mailt ſeeke the powerfull miniſtery,and 


| ſhalt not finde it, becauſe thou wouldeſt not be 
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found by it, when it ſought thee. | 2. 
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| | themlielues with the buying of farms, oxen,&c.But 
| this is meere deceit. The true cauſe indeede, why 
| they would not come, was becaule their farmes and 
| oxen had. bought them. Their affeQions had in- 
|  thralled and folde themſelues to the world. And 
therefore our Sauiour, preſently after the parable 
ended,addcth theſe words, Hee that hateth not his f«- 
Verſ. 26- ther, mother , wife, children, yea and bis owne life, mach 
expounded. | ore his farme, his oxen , cannot bee my Diſciple. It 
was not then the farme,the oxen, but the inordinate 
| affection to thoſe things,that they loud them more 
then they did Chriſt that detained them. This was 
the-trne impediment which Chriſt intheſe words 
roucheth. The rhings of this life are burdens indeed, 
prefiimg our foules down,but not in themſelues. Al] 
the waightthey haue in this kinde , they receine it 
from our owne corruption. Which the Apoſtle 
ſhewerh,ioyning theſe two things together, Ca#ing 
Heb. 12.1. | away ewery thing that preſſeth downe, that is, the things 
connec of this life, and ſinne that ſe eaſily incompaſſeth ws. Ir is 
this latter that makes the former burdenſome to vs. 
| Therefore they in ſtead of ſaying , 7 hawe bought 4 
arme, 1 haue married a wife, {ſhould rather haveſaid, 
I haue ſold my ſelfe to the inordinate loue of my farme, 
and I haue married my ſelfe to the fooliſh and carnall 
loue of my wife , as well as to my wife. Some caſes in- 
deed there are,wherin that rule of our Sauiour hath 
| place ; 1 will haue mercy, andnot ſacrifice : And then 
the occa(ion hindering the duty, is of ; pow con- 
ſequence then the duty omitted. And the neglet 
of that occaſion would haueleft a deeper wound in 
| has conſciences, then of the duty. As in - 
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if, fortbe going to theſacrifice at Shiloh, thee had 
neglefted to ſhew mercy to her poore infant in gi- 
ving itſucke. But heere many deceiue themſclues 
to make cuery entertainment of a friend , euery gol- 
ſipping or marriage dinner, or ſome ſuch like occaſi- i 
on, to be a ſufficient cauſe to iuſtle out the ſeruice ot 
God? And this was Marthaes deceit, rebuked ſeuere 
ly by our Sauiour. Notwithſtanding the meeting 
of friends in Zacharies houſe, the circumciſion ot 
the chjldeon the eight day was not negleted. The 


in the wilderneſſe, and yet , forall that they did nor 
poſt off the dutie of thankeſgiuing , till they were 
peaccably poſlefled of Cazaan. And for all cheir of- 
ren remuues in the wildernefle, and the vncertainty 
of them , yet they ſeeme to bee chalenged by the 
Lord for the negle&t of circumciſion. 

Fourth f+/ft is that which is rife in the mouthes 
of the prophane, that itis vaine and bootlefle totake 
any painesin godlineſſe. For if they be ordained to 
—_— , it will nothing aduantage them; they 

all looſe alltheir labour, ifto ſaluation , though 
they lineneuer ſo wickedly , it ſhall nothing preiu- 
dice, ordiſaduantage them. They muſtneeds come 
to their appointed end. But theſe muſt knowthart it 
isimpoſlible, either for, a reprobate toliue godly, 
oran ele& alwaiesto liue lewdly and looſely. For 
the ſame God that ordaines the end, ordaines the 
meanes, Thoſe whom he hath ordained to ſaluation 
hee hath allo ordained to good workes, that they 
(hoald walke therein. Vhy then wile thoudecciue 
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life?for therethou wilenot reaſon,God hath appoin- 
ted how long I ſhall liue, therefore I will eate no 
meat, becauſe Gods decree mult needs ſtand, whe- 
cher 1 eate or faſt, Heere thou wilt haue the wit to 
anſwer. God indeed hath'ordained how long I ſhall 
live; bur withall he hath ordained that the time] | 
(hall!ine, I ſhall liue by the vie of meanes. Much | 
more {houldeſt thou vſe this anſwere in this caſe. For | 
thou knoweſt not but God may miraculouſly main- | 
taine thy temporall life with out meanes : butthou | 
maielt aſſure thy ſelte, God will neuer worke ſuch a ' 
miracle, asto bring a (infull irrepentant ſoule into 
heauen. | 
The fift (it is of rhoſe that complaine of the 

difficulty of the pratiſe of godlineſle, how painfull 
itisro our fleſh, how impoſhble to be attained, and 
ſo by this meanes diſcourage themſelues from ma- 
king towards the heauenly , as once thoſe ſpies did | 
the Iſraelites from the earthly Canaan. Thus the | 
foo'eputs off the ſtudy of knowledge , pretending. 
the impoſitbility of reaching vntoit : As Salomoy 
implies, when he faies, as it were mockingly imita- 
ting of him, wiſedomes ( in the plurall number ) ae 
too high for a foole. O there are ſo many and ſundry 
things to belearmed. How canI comprehend them 
all? Burhere the truth is,that want of will is the true. 
cauſe, though want of s/f and power be pretended. 
Fortheſe men arelike bankrupts, who though they 
be able to pay ſome part of their debts, yet refuſe to 
pay anything, becanle they cannot pay all. So theſe 
vpon pretence of their vnability to doe all required, 
will not endeuour to doe any thing at all. Davids 
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praQtiſe was cleane contrary. For hee propoſing to 
himſelte that perfeftion of obedience required in 


haſt commanded thy precepts to bee kept ery much ; 
namely, with all ourhearts, ſoules , &c, doth nor 
thereupon giue ouer his deſire,and endeauour of 0- 
bedience,but rather prouokes and enkindles it ther- 
by. Forthereupon he infers preſently, © that my 
wates were ſo direited that t might keepe thy ſtatutes. 


Hereto deliver our ſelues from this deceit, wee muſt 
remember that God accepts affed7ing tor effetting ; 
willing for working, deſires tor deedes, purpoſes tor per- 
formences,pence tor pounds, and vnto ſuch as do their 
endeauor,hath promiſed his grace,inabling them e- 
uery day to doe more and more. Which grace when 
once we hauc, then ſhall we ſee how falſe it is which 
our hearts tell vs, concerning the paine and tedi- 
ouſnes of godlineſſe. For then we (hall feele Chriſts 
yoake to bee eaſte and ſweete, and his commandements will 
not bee burdenſome wnto vs. Nay it is (inne, that is 
ſo painfull, Gods workes are farre more ealie, then 
dre the Diuells. For whether thinke we is the caſter 
burthen to carry malice, and enuie in ourhearts, or 
the loue of God,and our neighbour? To retaine the 
memory of iniuries is troubleſome, and vexes the 
mind ; but what troubleor paine is it to let ones an- 
ger goe, not toſpcake cuill, notto reproach orilan- 
der our neighbour ? not to ſweare ? to aske good 
things of God that giueth them readily ? It is trou- 
bleſomero the minde to carke and care, and take 
thought; butto reſt on God by faith, how ſweeran 
eaſe is it to the heart?It isa ſlander then againſt god- 
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the Law, farreabouethe reach of any man : Thou 
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lineſſe ro ſay it is ſo full of paine and trouble. And 
ofthe deceitfulneſle ofthe heart in perſwading, fo 
much. 
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Of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth | 
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WW: are now toproceede on to the third head 
of deceitfulnefle , which is in promiſeng - 
And that iseither to owr [elues, or to God. . 

To ourſelves we deceitfully promiſe many things. 
r. Toour 1. Pleaſure, profit, and the ſweetneſle of both in 
_ | ſinne; butin theend in ſtead hereof (fo faithfull are 
Eat 2 | ourhearts of their words) wefind nothing bur gall, 

and wormwood,ſhame inthe world, confuſion & 
horror in our owne conſciences, VWhence that que-' 
Rom. 6.21. \ſtion; What fruit hane yee in thoſe things , whereof yee 
are now aſhamed? As it he (hold have ſaid. Yourharts 
promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure and content- 
. {mentinlin: Alaswhereisit? ye indenow nothing 
Pce.12-:6.27. | but ſhame. Sotrue is that of Salomox: The righte- 

ous is moreexcellent then his neighbour ; but the 
| way of the wicked deceiues them. They think them- 
ſelues farre betterthen the righteous : and fo they 
were.indeed,ifthey could tindethat felicity.intheir 
wicked waies which their deceitfull hearts promiſe; 
but this they doe not. Their way decciues them as 
hee ſhewes in the next verſe. The deceitfull man 
(though) 
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| (though when hee went about to ſteale his veniſon 
| promiſed much mirth and cheere to himſelte, yet he 
| comes ſhort of his reckoning ) he ſball not ſo much 5 
roſt that hee taoke inthe hunting. Jn couctouſneſle, | 
what happinefle doth the heart promiſe ir (clfe in 
gaine though neuer fo vnlawtull, and vnrighteous? | 
But how deceitfully, many examples can witneſle.| 
What got Ananias and Zaphira, by reſeruing to | 
themſelues ſacrilegiouſly the Churches goods , but 
| a ſhamefull apd ignominious death ? No more did 
| Balaam, when hope of gaine, and the large promiſes 
| ofthe King made him blindly & boldly ruſh vpon 
' the Angels ſword. hence the ſcripture, vieth that 
phraſe of the Deceit of Balaams wages. What got Ge: | Iude 11, 
| hez4 by taking vp that good morſellas he thought, 
; Which his Maſter ſo vnwilely, in his conceit, let goe 
beſide hislips ? nothing bur a leproſie? Did not 4- 
chans Babiloniſh garment bring the ſtones abour 
his cares ? and 1vdas thirty peeces of (iluer te halter 
about his neck? Excellently Salomon, the bread of de- 
ceit ſeemes pleaſant to a man , but afterward his mouth is 


filled with grauell. There are ſome meates , which 
are very pleaſant inthe mouth , and it is deligh:full 
to hold,and role them there, bur attcr once they are 
ſwallowed downe, with the fiſh, we feele the hooke 
ſticking in our iawes ; being inthe ſtomackethey 
make vs wondrous ficke, ſo that wee cannot be well 
till the ſtomacke hauediſgorged it ſelfe. This is the 
ſimilitude whereby Z9 hir in 1ob,doth moſt elegant- 
ly repreſent vnto vs the deceitfulnes of that pleaſure 
the couetous promiſe themſelues in the gaine of vn- 


righteouſnefle, Wickedneſſe was ſweete mn his _ 
an 


7 ! dl 


HA tat.» ———— ———— 


250 


—— — II 


lob 20.1 2.12, 
14.15.explat. 
ned, 


Gen, 3.22, 


Pro thaſaur? 
Carbones 
Rom.7.11, 


Epheſ.q. 22+ 
Pro.23- 3, 


| great matters of iay and delight to our ſelues in our 
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and hee hid it onder his tongue and kept it cloſe in his 
mouth, rolling it about , as a peece of ſugar. But what ? 
was it ſo{weet in his belly roo? No, His meat in his 
bowels was turned, it became the gall of Aſpes in the_ 
midaes of him.” He hath rain "7 he and hee ſhall 
vomit it, God ſhall draw it out of his belly. And thus 
inthe Goſpel, are pleaſures well called thornes, nor 
onely for choaking the word , butallo for pricking, 
and wonnding the conſcience with true forrow, in 
ſtead ofthar falſe and flattering delight which we- 
expected. As itisthusin couetouſneſſe, fo in am- 
birtion, and all other ſinnes. Did not Adamand Ene 
promile to themſelues in the eating oftheforbid- 
den tree, the glory ofthe godhead ? For what ellc 
meaneth that bitter ſcoffe, and ſalt ſarcaſme of the | 
Lord, Behold man i become hke one of vs ? But what | 
was the iſſue? Moſes tells vs. Then were their eyes ope- 
ned, angghey ſaw their nakedneſſe , they ſaw how they 
were mdcked, how for the mines of gold, they had 
met with cole-pits, nay, for heauen, with hell; for a 
throne of glory, with the dunghill of ignominy. In 
this regard the Apoſtle faith that ſinne deceined him, 
ben of this deceitfull promiſe of his heart con- 
cerning ſinne. And for the ſame reaſon hee calleth 
the luſts ofthe fleſh, the decerneable luſts of olde A4- 
dame; in the ſameſenſe,that Salomon calles therulers 
meata deceiueable meat : Becauſe wee promiſe ſuch 


l1nnes, the contrary whereof afterward our owne 
woſull experience teacheth vs. For (inne imbraces 
usindeed, but it is like the ſerpent. Together with 


the imbrace it mortally ſtings vs. Belceue wee not 
then 
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(hall ſmarc for our credulitic afterward. Sinne that 
lay quiet before, like a fleeping dog, will afterward 
awake, and flye in our throats,and of a friendly per- 
ſwader, it will curne a moſt vehement accuſer. The 


the ſinne, and then comes rhe ſting ofthe guilt, At- 
rer the ſinne is throughly done ſhall wee perceive 
the haynouſnefle thereof, 

| iI. Wee deceitfully promiſe to our ſelues the cn- 
| ioyment of many outward bleflings, which yer wee 
| neuer get.. Thus Sal promifed him(elfe victory 0- 
 uer David, being ſhut vpin Kerlah , The Lord fnth 
| hee, hath delivered him into my hand. So allo didthe 
| Iebulſtestriumph againſt Daxzd, as though they had 
beene ſure enough for euer being ouercome by him. 
This deceit wemay ſee. in the craking of Goliah, and 
Senacherib , who had in their preſuming hope, got 
| the viory of their aduerſaries before the conflict, 
and ſo putting on the harneſle, gloried as thoſe that 
putit off. And we may eaſily diſcerneit in our ſelues 
' who too too eaſily belecuing ſuch things as wee de- 
fire ſhould come to paſle, doe often make our ſelues 
'fureof them, when yet inthe end wee come {hort 
of them. Heerein deceiuing our ſelues, as the Di- 
'uell would hane deceived our Sauiour : Al! theſe 
things will I giue thee, ſaith be, which yer werenor in 
| hispowerto giue. No more are any of the leaſt of 
|theſethings in our hands, which wee ſo confidently 
| aſſureto our ſelues. And therefore to this deceir op- 
poſe. we Solomons counſell, Boaſt not of tomorrow, for 
thou knoweſt not what a dey may bring foorth: Many 
things 


then theſe inchanting ſongs,and faire promiſes. We | 


promiled pleaſure (hall vaniſh with the very a& of 
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thingsfall out betwixt the cup and thelip, infomuch 
that oftentimes wee enioy not thoſe things which 
cuen almoſt we haue in our hands, | 
III. Our hearts deceiue vs in promiſing I know 
not what contentment and happinefle in the fruiti- 
on of theſe outward bleſſings, when yer the event 
anſwereth nor our expe@ation. O ſaith the deceit- 
full heart of man, if I might haue this or thatwhich 
[ deſire, ſo much liuing, ſuch or ſuch an office, or 
preferment, how comfortable and ſolatious a lite 
(hould I lead ? well, when he hath his wiſh, it fareth | 
with him almoſt, as with the Iſraelis in their quailes. 
He findeth more vanitie and vexation of ſpirit,inthe 
preſence, then he did before in the want of this his 
ſo muchecfired good. Hencealſothat phraſe of ii:c 


| deceitfalneſſe of riches, becauſe they do not performe 


, that which our hearts promiſe vs concerning them. 
| In the-ſame regard all worldly honours are called 
lies,by Dauid,0 ye ſonnes of men, how long will ye follow 

after lirs? Thelie indeede is in our owne falſe hearts. 

We make them lyers, in that we promiſeſuch great. 
matters to our ſelues of them. YVheras in the end the 

leaning ſtsffe becomes a knocking cadgell,and the prop | 
to ſuſtaine vs, like rhe Egyptian reed , proues a pricke 
to pierce and paine vs, and as 8b complaines of his' 
friends, all theſe matters which we thought would 
| have beene vnemptiable fountaines of comfort, de- 
 ceine vs like abrooke,, whoſe waters faile in the ſom-! 
mer when we hauegreareſt vſe of them. Thus Ee} 
promiſed her ſelfe great matrersin Carmezand he was 
' the man ovrainedas a fpeciall bleſſing of the Lord, 


. and his brother was called Habe#, Vanity, asbeing 
| no 
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body inregard of him. Burafterward this her ſon, 
on whom [he ſo much doted, proued a very thorne 
in her (1de,and pricke in hereic. So concerning El- 
kanah, it is noted that he loued Hannah more then 
his other wite, promiling no doubt, greater matter 
of comfort to himſelfe in her,then in the other. But 
what followeth, Hee loned hey, faith the Prophet, and 
the Lord made her barren. Marke the coniunttion of 
his louing her, and Gods making of her barrcn. Sv 
| ſhall it be inall ſuch earthly creatures, whereunto 
we cleaue inordinately , fallly promiling ioy to our 
| ſe]ues in their vſe. God, in his iuſt iudgement, ſhall 
| make them barren, ſo that they ſhall not yeeld us a 

| quarter of that comfort, or benefit, which we expe- 

ted. The rich foole he promiſed himſelte a lit- 

tle heauen in his riches. Sowle,take thine eaſe, (5c. But 

alas how ſoone did God aſezſe him? © foole this night 
ſpall they take away thy ſoule, and then where js thine 
eaſe? Thereaſon of this deceit is, for that we, in our 
| expeRation of theſe outward things , before they 
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| come, appehend onely the good, and the ſweet, ab- 
[rated from theſowre, the pleaſure dinided from 
 thepaine: but, in the fruition, we feele both, yea, 
more of the ſowre, then of the (weet- And hence it 

| comes topalle, that nothing pleaſeth vs/ſo well in 
the fruition, as inthe expectation. Nay, nothing al- 
' moſt which pleaſed vs when hoped for, but does 
| more diſpleaſe vs when had. Nothing I meine of 
\ theſe !emporalls, whereof now wee ſpeake. For as for 
et:rnalls, they are more loued of vs, when poſſeſſed, 
then when deſired, For it is impoſſible for any man 
to imagine,or conceiue ofa greater happineſle _y_ 
that 
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that which they haue in themſelues, that ſo havin 
them he ſhould begin to deſpiſe them, finding Wi 
then he looked for before he had them. Nay, our o- 
pinion doth not ſo much runne over in conceivin 

| of temporals, as it comes ſhortin theapprehenlion 
of eternalls. 

I III. Our hearts deceiue vs inpromifing vnto 
vs, both freedome of Gods iudgemeats in linne, 
and the fruition of his mercies inthe negle@ of 0- 
bedience. In the one, cunningly ſeparating the 
ende from the meanes,hell, damnation, iudgement 
from finne ; and in the other the meares from 
the ende, holinefle, righteouſneſſe, from fſalua-! 
tion : telling vs, we may enioy the end withoutthe! 
meanes, glory without grace, a plentifull harueſt 
wichout ſeede ſowen. As the Diuell would haue de- 
ceiued our Sauior, promifing him ſafe deſcent from 
the Temple without going downe by the ſtaires : 
ſo heere would your hearts deceiue vs, promiling 
a ſure aſcent vp into heauen, wishout going vp 
by theſtaires of the workes of obedience. A feare- 
tullthing itis to ſee men go on boldly in their ſins, 
a1d yet as boldly to promiſe heauen to themſelues. 
O fooliſh fot ! who hath thus bewitched thee to 
chinke, thatafter thou haſt begunne and continued 
in ſinne, thou ſhalc end in glory, and after thou haſt 
lived many yeeres here in this world, and done no- 
thing but ſhametully diſhonoured that God which 
made thee, with thy filthy bealtly life, full of all im- 
purity, that yet in the end God wil honor thee with 
the glory of his Saints? Bee not deceiued, ſaith Pan!, 


Wan- 
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wm þ , nor buggerers, Fc. ſhall inherit the kingdome 
of God. 

or S. Paul tell vs that God hath called vs vnto 
glory and wvertue. To glory, as the end, to wertue as the 
way leadipg vs thereunto. Neuer then looke for 
glory, but in the way of vertue. God hath chained 
theſe two faſter together then that they ſhould bee 
| ſevered. Soalſo hath hee- linne and lhame. And 
; yet how many are there, [ike that man that Moſes 
| ſpeakes of, who when hee heares the curſes otthe 


| Law read, yet blefſeth himſelte in his beart, ſaying, 


| / ſhall haue peace, although 1 walke according ts the 
' ubbornneſſe of my heart ? \When the Miniſters oftie 
word threaten in the name of God, his iudgements 
againſt ſinne , are there not, who ſayin their hearts, 
Tuſh theſe are but scax-crowes: God n1eans no ſuch 
matter, this is buta policieto keepe men in awe ? 
Theſe are ſuch as the Prophet ſaies hauemagea co- 
uenant with hell, and death, and the reſt of Gods 
iadgements. How could acouenant, will ſome ſay, 
be made with hell. Truely, true couenant can there 
be none; but onely the deceirfull heart of man per- 
{wades it ſelfe of a couenant, & lo beares vs in hand 
that wee ſhall bee paſt by vntouched, whatſoeuer 
ſcourges come. Wee may ſee an example ofthis in 
Exe, who rehearſing Gods commandement and 
threatning to the ſerpent, began to minſe it, with a 
peraduenture, Leaſt peraduenture yee dye, when God 


| abſolutely and reſolutely had ſaid , 7» dying yee (ball 


dye. So they in leremy,wicked and impenitent wret 
ches, yet flatter themſelues in hope of mercy, 1t may 
be the Lord will doe according to his wondrous workes. 
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God threatned Ahabto roote out his houſe; yer hee 
promiſed himſelfte the eſtabliſhment of his houſe, 
And thereupon fo followed the worke of generati- 
on, that he left ſeuenty ſonnes behinde him.z.&ings, 
I Os Is 

V. Ourhearts deceive vs in promiling aſerled 


and immoucablecontinuance of our outward prol- 
peritie. This was Edoms deceit , to whom the Pro- 
phet thus ſpeakerh : The pride of thine heart hath de- 
ceived thee : Thouthat dwelleſt in tbe clifts of therocke, 


; whoſe habitation i high, that ſaith in his heart , who ſhall 
bring me downe to theground ? This deceit wasin her 
that ſaid,7/it a5 4 Zueene, and ſpall feele no ſorrowcs. 
Yea the godly themſclues are ſubie& to this deliiii- | 
on : as Dauid, when in his proſperity hee ſaid cc 
(hould neuer be moued, & 7oþ when in his flouriſh- 
ing eſtate he ſaid, 7/hall die in my neſt, and multiply my 
dates as the ſands.No maruell then itthe toole fay to 
himſelfe, Thon haſt goods laid wp for many yeares. 

VI. Wefalily promiſe to ourſelues good ſucceſſe 
vpon weake and inſufficient grounds. As Micah, Now 
I know, faith he, the Lord will be good untomee. Why 
Micah ? becauſe Thaue a Leuite to my Prieſt : yea , but 
God did not allow offuch rouing lep-{azd Lenites ; 
neither were priuate houſes the place where God 


| would haue the Lenites imployed , butthe Taher- 


nacle, Herein it ſeemes Balaam deceived himſfelte, 
hoping becauſe of his many alcars,and ſacrifices, his 
deiireand purpoſe of curling the Iſraclites would 
fadge.And this is thedeceir of the ſuperſtitious, who 
boldly promiſe no ſmall matter to themſelues vpon | 
the careful performance of their ſuperſtitions deuo- 


tions. | 


tions. Yea among our ſelues many thinke if they 
humble themſclues in confeſſion , and can fetch a 
figh, or ſhed ateare inprayer, or if they bee ſome-; 
thing more diligent in outward ſeruice of God then 
ordinary , they ſhall eaſily obtaine-at Gods handes 
that which they deſire. 
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of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth 
to God. 


Hus wee haue ſeene how deceitfull ourhearts 
are in the promifesthey make to our ſelues : it 
remaineth to ſee the like deceitfulneſſe in thepro- 
miles they make to Go 4. 

Now the heart isdeceitfull in promiſing to God, 
either the duties of repentance, and reformation in 
general, or any ſpeciall dutie in ſpeciall. 

1. Forperticular duties, how often do we purpoſe, 
and ſecretly, yea otherwhile more ſolemnly,promiſe 
to God the performance of this or that, when yer, 
in the end we doe nothing lefle, by reaſon of the vn- 
ſoundneſle, and vnſetledneſſe of our decciucable 
hearts. Salomon inſinuates, that in his time there 
were ſome,that after by vow they had bound them. 
ſelues to the Lord for the performance of ſernice, 
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did yet afterward goe about to enquire for rea- 
ſons, how to be diſcharged of their vow, 7acob pro- 


bleſled 


=B 


miſed and ſolemnly vowed to the Lord that being 
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bleſſed in his tourney , and fafely returned home a- 
gaine,he would build analtar in Bethel, pay tithes. 
Neuertheles, for all this, 1acob after his returne could 
fit ſtill, and findeno leaſure to pay his vow , till God 
came, & plucked him by the eare, both by the affli- 
Ctions ſent vpon him in himſclfe & his children, and 
alſo by his owne voice, asit were ſhewing himthe 


reaſon his danger before by Eſau, and now by the 
people of that countrey, of Dinahsrauiſhment, and 
his ſonnes barbarous murther, Ariſe, go 2p 70 Bethel, 
and build therean altar, according to thy vow. How 
often doe the beſt purpoſe with themſclues to ſhew 
ſome proofe of their ſpirituall grace, in performance 
ofthis or that duty : when yet , when it comesto the 
triall, were altogether diſabled, and ſhew nothing | 
but weakeneſle and corruption? becauſe we haue by 
our negligence and ſecuritie greeued the ſpitit of 
God. Whereinit fareth with vs, as with Sampſon, 
who ſaid with himſelfe , 7 wil! goe out now as at other 
times, and ſhake my ſelfe , but hee knew no, (aith the 
| Propher, tht the ſpirit of the Lord was departed from 
him, And lohishearr deceived him. Thus was ic 
wich Dauid ; 1/aid, 1 will lvoke to my waies , that I ſinne 
not with my tongue, Iwill keepe my mouth bridledwhi- 
leſt the wicked i in ſig "t: but preſently after he ſhewes 
how ſoone he broke his word. My heart was het , the 
are kindled,and 1 (puke with my tongue, &c. Peters ex- 
ample is very memorable; how confident was he in 
proteſting and promiſing concerning his ſticking to 
Chriſt,to the very death ? but yer quackly plucked in 
11s ſnailes hornes, euen at the (leight conching of a 


ally wench. How ſooneſaith A»ſten didſt thou deny 
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none would haue been more tyrannicall. It I were a 
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him as adead man, whom before thou confeſſedſi 
as the lining Sonne of God? 

To this place belongeth that vſuall deceit, where 
by we ſecretly pgomiſe to the Lord the doing of this 
or that, when our preſent eſtate ſhall bee changed. 
Oh it I were thus and thus, I would doe ſo and fo. 7 
Iwere King, ſaith Abſalom , 1 would ſee Iuſtice done to 
enery man. Thinke we, he would haue beene as, good 
as his word, if euer he had beene King ? Afſuredly 


rich man, ſaith one,O how liberall , how free-hear- 
ted ſhould I be? God happely lets him haue -# w/ſh, 
but hee lets not God haue hs promiſe. God giueth 
riches to him, but he ns tberality to God, Nay, when 
he is becomerich,he is more vniuſt, niggardly, ſcra- 
ping, then thoſe of whom hee complained before, 
when hee was poore, Thus young men thinke with 
themſelues, when they come to bee old they will 
not offend in thoſe faults wherein they ſee age fo 
much ouertaken, as frowardneſle, morofitic, impa- 
tiency,contempt of youth , &c. Vnmarried perſons 
thinke, when they are once married, they (hall liue 
ſo loningly, and comfortably, and be quite free from 
all thoſe faults which they ſee married folke to of- 


tend in. Men without children, if once they might |. 


come to haue children, O the duties they would 
performe, the care of godly education they would 
haue. Priuate men , if they were in places of go- 
uernment, O the wonders that they then would doe. 
And in cuery ſtate and condition , whatſoeuer want 
wee ſee it others , wee dare promiſe rouching our 
ſclues a freedome from it, if wee werein it. But we 
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; know not, atleaſt remembernot , that euery ſtate 


| 


2 Generall, of 
repentance, 


hath ſeuerall remptatiohs, and burdens , annexed 
vntoit. And how can we know, cither how we ſhall 
withfland the one, or ſtand wvnder_the other, till it 


| come tothe triall. Nay; rather we ſhould fearethe 


worſe of our ſelues, Behold, now, being poore,l am 
couetous, when | want that bait of feeling the ſweet 
of gaine, which rich men haue. What then ſhould 
I be, if Iwere rich , when the danger is greater to 
haue our hearts ſtolne away by riches eucreaſing ? 
Behold, now lam afſingle man, and hauc no body 
to looke to but my ſelfe, and yer 1 finde I haue e- 
nough to doe this well : how then ſhall I doe when 
belides my ſelfe I haue afamilie tooucr-ſee ? Behold 
now Iam apriuate man, & haue no body but mine 
owne familic to gouerne: And yet Ifinde my hands 
full with this : Alas ! if Iwerein place of publike go- 
uernment, how ſhould I be euercharged ? Bebold 
being but a meane obſcureperſon, I yer findit hard 
rohumbleand keep vnder my proud heart. What 
ſhould 1 doe then, if Iflouriſhed in worldly glory, 
and werea great onein Princes Courts ? Loe Ican 
hardly ftand faſt in firme ground. How then can 1 
ſecure my feere inflippery ground ? , 

2 In promiling to God repentance , and refor- 
mation in generall, the caſc is alike. Men in their af. 
fitions,and fickneſle, looking for death , how libe- 
rall are they intheir promiſes ? but afterward how 
baſely niggardly are they in their performances ? 
They play childrens play with God , they take a- 
war Get ſoone as they haue giuenit, YVVhen 
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madeaſolemne couenant with the Lord, to ſerfree 
their ſeruants : Bur noſooner had the King remoo- 
ued his lege, but they retrafted, andrepealed their 
vow, and-brought backe againe their feruants into 
their former bondage. So fareth it with theſe kinde 
of men. When God laies ſiege to them by ſickneſſe 
or ſore other pinching aftliftion , then couenants 
and promiſes are made , concerning the putting a- 


way of our ſinnes. But no ſooner doth God beginne 
to depart, and (lake his wrath, but weereturne with 


the dogge to the vomit, and with the ſow to our 
wallowing in the mire. Like Pharaoh that diſmiſſed 
the //raelites, when death entred within his palaces, 
bur preſently after, in all haſt , makes after them ro 
fetch them backe againe, This was itin that great 
ſweatinthe timeof King Edward : As long ( ſaics 
one) as the feruentneſle of the plague laſted, there 
was crying peccaui,peceaus,mercy good Lord, mercy, | 
mercy. The Miniſters of Gods word were ſought 
for in cuery corner, they could notreſt , they might 
not ſleepe : yee muſt come to my Lord, yee muſt 
come to my Lady, comeif yeeloue God, andit yee 
loue their ſaluation rary not. For Gods ſake M. 
Miniſter /ſaies the licke folkes) tell vs what we ſhall 
do to auoide Gods wrath. Take theſe bagges.Pay ſo 
much to ſuch a man ; forIdecciued him : giue him 
ſo much,for I gat it othim by vſury. I made a crafty | 
bargaine with ſuch a one, reſtore him ſo much and 
deſire him to forgiue mee. Diuide this bag among 
the poore. carythis to the hoſpitall , pray for mee 
for Gods ſake, Good Lord forgiue mee, &c. This 
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foure daies., whiles ;the execution was, but atter 
when therage was foinewhar ſwaged., then retur- 
ned theytotherrvomir worke then euer they were, 
Then that they had:before cauſed to bee reſtored, 
and-giuenin almes , they feeke rorecouer by more 
evil devoured cireuifaunſes. This deceitfulneſfe 
God noted in the //raelites, who being humbled 
wich the terrors of the law, , promiſed very largely : 
All theſe thinos will wee doe. But what ſaid God. 0 
| that therewere ſucha heart, namely, as inthis fo libe- 
'rall and/franke a promife of obedience they make 
| ſhowof, and atchisrimeindeede thinke they haue.' 
| For now weſpeake of ſuch akinde of deceittulneſſe, 

whereby wee deceiue'our 'felues:as well as others. 
Wearenot tothinketheſe //xzelites did groflely dif- 
{emble with God : but atthar'time;,'being in ſome 
diſtreſſe, they ſpake as they thought ,and meant to 
doe. But by reafontheir hearts'were-not through- 
ly purged, and renewed, it wasonely a ſuddaine fit 
for tlie rime , afterwardes their hearts returned to 
cheir old bras, theywerenat-ablerto-performe that 
which chey: promiſed. This-the Scripture would 
teach,when ir ſairli their f-arts: ſtarted a frde like a de- 
certfultbow. When aman ſhoots with:a deccirful! 
bow , though hee euell his :arrow .and-his: eye di- 
realy'ro:the'marke, -arid-thinke-with himſelfe to 
| hit it, yet indeedethe arrow; by reaſon ofhis deceit- 
| full bow,goes acleanecontrarieway. Anſwereablc 
{to this bow is our heart , to the arrowthe deſires, 
| purpoſes; and promifes'wee conceiue , and make in 
| our afflitions, The: marke' wee ayme. atis repen- 
rance :tothe which wee'then looke with ſo; accu- 
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rate, and attentiue an eye, asthough wee would re- 
pentindeede. And that indeede isour purpoſe, and 
meaning then: but out owne heartsdeceiue vs, For. 
becauſe they are not truely renewed, but there is 
much vnſoundnefle ſtill in chem ; Hence it comes 
to paſſe, that theſe arrowes of our purpoſes, and 
promiſes of repentance neuer hit the marke, neuer 
ſort to any good effe&t, but vaniſh in the ayre as' 
ſmoake. Ahab did not grofly diſſemblc in that his 


 humiliatiou wrought by the Prophets reprehen(t- 
on; buthee meant in good ſadneſſe, when hee cloa- 


mained vnregenerate,andſo decceiued him. So was 
it with Pharao allo. One would thinke that water 
heated in the fire were indeed as truely hot as fire it 
ſelfe. But becauſe it is not anaturall heate, but onely 
' externall from the heat of the fire, remooue it but a 


while from thefire; and it returnes againe to his own 
| Nature, andas the Philoſopher obſerues , becomes 
| colder after the heating then it was before. Soir is 
with thefe flaſhings of deuotion and holines, which 
were in Ahab, Pharaoh, and others in like caſe. They 
are nor kindly, bur violent; they are not from the in- 
ward fire of Gods Spirit, but from the outward fire 
of his iudgements. And therefore when thart is out, 
theſe are gone. 

Andthis is the third part of the hearts deceitful. 
neſſe, namely its deceirfulneſſe in promiſing. The 
vſe of that which hath been ſpoken hereof, is 

1 Toteachvs patience, when wee are croffed in 
\xhoſe things we deſired, and wherein wee promiſed 
grearfelicitic ro our ſelues, For God' hee ſaw the 


ched himſelfe in ſackcloth. Onely his heart till re-. 
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deceitfulneſſe of our hearts in ſuch.promiles, 8&thar | 


| indeedetheſe things would in the:euent haueproo- 


| ued /erpents, and ſtones , which wee thought would | 


' haue been f/bes, and bread, that they would haue 
beene very bitter and burdenſome vnto vs, which we 


fancied as matters of comfort and delight. 


2 Toreſtcontented in that eſtate wherein wee 
are. For howſocuer wee promiſe much of our 
ſelues, if our eſtate ſhould change for the berter, as 
from pouertieto riches, from obſcuritic to glory, 
and greatneſle in the worJd, and preſume ot our 
owneltrength, not to be touched with thoſcinfir. 
mities that vſ{ually attend ſuch eſtates; yet wee have 
learned how deceitfull our hearts be herein. Hauc 
wethen aliberall,& merciful affe tion in our pouer- 
ty ? let vsnot bee ouer deſirous of a richer condi- 
tion. For wee know not whether then wee ſhall 
be of the ſame minde, yea, orno. And that affeRi- 
on wee haue toliberality while wee are poore, is ac- 
cepted with God for liberalitie it ſelte. Take heede 
then of this deceit. Thou defireſt to bee rich, that 
thou migi:reſt bee /iberall, So much thy heart pro- 
miſcth thee, that thou ſhouldeſt be very /beral, if 
chou wert once rich. Lothou art /:berall,before thou 
art74b, inregard of the affe:tion, and diſpolition of 
tay heart, and when thou art rich, rhou art not ſo 
much as liberall in «ffettio. Thou doeft not onely 
not ger that liberality in a&##, which thou promi- 
ſeditrhyſelfein riches, but alſo thou lecleſt, roge- 
ther with thy pouerty , that liberalitic in afec1on 
which then thou haddeſt. O deceitfull hearr, who 


by promiſing vs more , makeſt vs. to haue leflc ! 
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Deſire | 
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Deſire then rather tokeepe thy pouerty , tharthou 
maieſt keepe thy bberality ; remembriug that of Sa- 
lomon , thatthough #%at which a man ſhou!d ſpecially 
| deſire to his godlineſſe, thatis, todo good in workes of 
liberalitic; yet a pooreman, that hauing nothing to 
giue, hath yer a giuing affeQion, # better they alter ;, 
thatis, as I cake it, better then ſuch a rich man, who | 
before hee was rich , would bragge much what hee 
would doe ithe were rich, and yet being rich, is 
poorer inliteralitie theneuer he was : who is there- 
fore in regard of this deceitfulneſſe of heart , wor- 
thily called a ler by the holy Ghoſt, Bee not then, 
through this deceittulneſſe , moouel to the defire 
ofan higher and greater eſtate Jf there bee a willing 
minde,God accepts aman aceerding to that he hath , and 
not according 1 that he hath not. Then againe, conl1- 
der with thy ſelfe , what likelihoode there is, thar 
thou ſhouldſt doea greater good ( which belongerh 
to a higher place) being therein , who canſt nor do 
the leſſer good, ( which belongeth to a meaner 
place) wherein now thou art. Thou art a badde 
poore man: thou wouldtt be a worſe rich man. Thou 
art an il] gentleman :, and is there any hope that 
thou wouldeit ea better Noble man ? In pouertie, 
and mcanneſſe thou canſt nor bee free fron thoſe 
infirmities whereto that eltate is ſubie& : and yet 

thinkeſt thou to eſcape thole whereto Riches and 

Honour he open. 

-3 Neuet to bee ouer bold or lauiſh'in promiſing | 
much of our ſelues. Doe wee with the moſt; bur 

ſpeake wee with the leaſt. For our hearts will de- 

ceiue vs* Vee would hardly giue our wordes tor a 
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falſe knauc, that had: often deceiued vs. Why then 
learne wee not the like wiſedome here, nor topro- 
miſe any great matters of our ſelues, ſince wee have 
ſuch deceiuing hearts, as willſhame vs inthe'end, if 
weepreſumeany —_—_— them. Itis a ſhame to! 
vs, when others, of whom wee haue promiſed 
much vnto our friends, ſhalldeceiue vs. Therefore 
the Apoſtle, haning promiſed Tizus no ſmall thin es 
-| concerning the Corinthians,ſaith, hee was not ofhe- 
med in that whereof he had boafted of them nto Titus, | 
becauſe their doings had abundantly iuſtified his 
ſayings. Thereby inſinuating, what a ſhame it 
would haue beenc vnco him, it the Corinthians had 
 deceiued that hope, and confidence which hee had. 
ofthem. O then what a fowle ſhame muſt itneedes' 
be, when-our owne hearts ſhall deceive vs in tho: 
which wee hauepromiſed of them to God ? Suffer 
wee not then our tongues to runne ouer in this 
kinde, leaſt it fare with vs, as with that ſame young 
'maninthe Goſpell, who camerunning in all the haſt 
Mar.10 17.23-| tO Our Sauiour, crying out, Good Maſter , what 
good thing muſt 1 doe to get eternal life; therein ſecret- 
ly promiling that hee would bee willing to doe any 
thing Chriſt ſhould command him. For it is, asif 
he ſhould haueſaid, O let mee but know whart is to 
be done,and be it what it wil be,loe here Iam ready 
preſt ro doe it. Bur when Chriſt told him what 
was to be done, Goe ſell all, and gine to the poore, (vc. 
then hee ſlunke,and (ſhrunke backe. For how many 
are there, that throughthis kinde of deceitfulneſſe, 
Ruth.1.1o 14. | deale with God as Horpha did with Neomie , ma- 
Y i | king her beleeuethat nothing ſhould bee able co ſe- 
perate 
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 perate them, there was no hoe, but ſhe muſt needes 
tollow Neomie intoludza . butſhe was ſoore intrea- 
ted toſtay behinde, and rake her leaue, The Pro- 
' pher o/ecs bringeth in the Iſraelites, -renuing their 
| couenant withthe Lord, in very ſerious manner ; 
| Come-let vs returnetothe Lord, &c.Onc would thinke 
here were anexcellent ſpirit of (inceritie. Bur God, 
diſcerning guile in this their ſo /hot and haſty -zeale, 
paſſeth this ſentence vponit ; What ſhall 1 doe wnto 
there'd Ephrains ? ec. All thy righteouſnes & as the mor- 
ning dew. 'And therefore when our hearts promiſe 
anything to God, whether openly, or ſecretly, wee 
muſt deſire Gods'ſtrength ro inable vs:for perfor- 
mancegas Daviahauing promiſed, /willkeepe thy foet- 
tutes,prayeth, forſake wenet everlong. Y ea,we mult 
inthis caſe-deale:with our hearts .as Jo/ue did with 
the 1/raebtes, promifing'theirſeruicerorheLord , O 
ſaies uſu, ye cannot ſervethe Lord, he ts aidlers God, 
ec. So wee'in like» manner:muft;propound40.our 
ſclues thedificulryofdomg anygoodthing : both 


inregard of ourweakeneſ/ezand Sathans wilm:'s. And 
as bemg ſurety to man for our brothec, : the ſcrip- 
ture exhorts vs robe well aduiſed wlat-weedoe ;10 
much moreought we'tobe heedfull;andicon{iderate 
in this ſuretifſhip to:God for ſuch faife/bearts as theſc 
are; that weighing well our owneinabilitie:to doe fo 
much as the leaſt good;wee'may neuer-preſume to 
vndertake-anyſuchmatter,otherwile theninthe de- | 
niallof ourſelues,and inthe earneſt-crauing of the 
preſence of theſſpirit, withour-whom:we cannenther 
| promiſe, norperformeas weought. | 
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Cruar, XXI 
_ Off foure deceits of the heart in practiſing. 


Ow we are cometothe fourth and laſt head of 

thefirſt kinde of the /e!/fe-deceining of the heart, 
namely thedeceitfulneſſe which is in pradtiong. And 
thisſhewes itſelte in divers particulazs. 

1 The deceitfulneſſe of heart-in praftiſing ap- 
peareth in the fickleneſſe and wncertaintie thereof; 
whereby it commeth to paſſe, that we cannot hold 
ona conſtant tenour in any good courſe, without 
making of many interruptions. Many begin to en- 
ter into ſuch and ſuch good waics of repentance 
and reformation, but they ſoone grow weary , and 
breake off. Nebuchadnezer, ſecing the excellent pro- 
phericall ſpirir of Darrel in interpreting his dreame, 
was ſo-affeted, that _ Daniels God muſt bee the 
true God. And yet this laſted not long. For within 
a little while after, for all this, his Idoll muſt bee 
worſhipped vnder paine of death. And after this, 
the ſight ofthe miracle in the three childrens deli- 
uverie, that the fire which was fire to burne the 
bonds wherewith they were tied, was no fire {o 
much as to findge rheir apparell , how did it further 
worke vpon him , and wring from himthe acknow- 
ledgement of the true God : yet ,. for all this, not 
long after wee may ſee him 1etcing' it in his pa- 
lace, and as proudly as. euer aduancing himſelfe 
aboue the Lord. Neither-is it thus: onely with 
the wicked, bur in the godly alſo themſclues, in the 
7A, true 
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true praQiſle of godlineſle, though not in like man- 
ner, whence itis, that they finde ſuch vneuenneſle 
in theirliucs,that they are ſo off, and on, fo our and 
in ; now in good frame, but by and by ſenſibly di- 
ſtempered , and altogether vnlike themſclues. 
Sometimes how are wee hoyſed vp to thg very 
skies, in aboundance of pure, and heauenly medita- 
tions, and conſolations, as it were rapt vp with Paul 
into paradiſe, or aſcending in Eli hiery chariot in- 
toheauen? Otherwhile againe caſt downe into the 
very deepes of hell, not able to pray, heare, medi. 
rate with any feeling of comfort, Sometimes in 
prayer transformed in our ſoule ( ſoare we rauiſhed ) 
as Chriſt was in body , when hee prayed. Other- 
while againe as heauy inpraier, as the fleepicdiſci- 
ples with Chriſt in the garden ; the wings of our 
taith being cliprt, our praiers lie groueling on the 
ground, Sometimesſo comfortable; and couragji- 
ous, that we can ſay with Danid, Though Iwere inthe 
valley of death,yet would 1feare none ill: otherwhile a- 
;gaine ſo deaded and deieted in our ſpirits, that 
| weare like him, when he {aid,One day 1/hall are by the 
' hand of Sanl. Sometimes fo ſtrong in faith, that wee 
| can ouercome the greateſt dangers, and with Peter 
| canwalke vponthe {welling waues : By and by fo 
faint, and broughtto ſo low an ebbe that wee fall 
downeeuenin farreleſſerdangers : as Peter began 
to finke ar the riling of the winde. Sometimes ſo 
patient rhat wee can quietly beare the greateſt in- 
digniries : preſently after ſo impatient,that wee can- 
not put vp the ſinalleſt vnkindneſſe : As David, pa- 
tient in Sauls perſecution , impatient in Nabels di- 
| curtche. 
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curteſie. To conclude. Inthe hearing ofthe word, | 
how doe wee feele ſometimes our hearts to burne, 
and glowe within vs ? O the heauely afteions' 
wee then feele inkindled ! O the ſweete diſpoſition, 
and frame our hearts bee in then !litrle would wee 
thinke then that afterward wee ſhould bee ſo much 
cooled , as wee are very quickly after our departure 
from this fire, and comming into the freezing ayre 
of the world. In which regard , as Chry/oſtome 
ſaics , the Miniſters haue the greater trouble, be- 
cauſe they neuer findetheir worke as they left it , as 
other workemen doe,the Smith,the loyner,&c.who 
as they left their worke in the evening, ſo they finde 
it in the morning : but Miniſters ſhall finde their 
worke altogether pur out of frame and order, by rea. 
ſon of our deceitfull hearts, that ſteale from vs thole 
good affections we had before. It a horſe naturally 
trot, and for ſome ſpace of time hath accuſtomed 
himſelfe thereto, though by Art hee be broken,and 
made amble, yet in iourneying he will be euer and 
anone offering to goe out of his amble into his trot. 
Soregeneratemen, becauſe naturally theirhearts' 
are evill, though in part mortified by grace, they 
haue learned to doe well , yet eucr and anonethey 
haue experience of the readineſle of their heart to! 
breake out into their old courſes. Corruption in 
them will haue ſome flurts, Our heart is the inſtru- 
ment wee muft worke with, in the ſeruice of God. 
But a deceitfull inſtrument will not hold out in work-| 
ing. No more will our deceitfull heart in the ſerning 
of God. | | 
* The [econd point of deceitfulnefſe in this kinde is in | 
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| [dealing with them , as if our ſeruant imployed in 


[not marking, or minding of him. That holy Fa- 
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the /ipperineſſe of our hearts; whereby it comes to 
| paſſe, that they giue, both God, and our (clues , the 
ſlip, whileft they are in performance of good ex- 
erciſes, As whenin prayer, meditation , and hea- 
ring of the worde they flily ſteale away, and plaie 
the fugitiues, carried away with idle, and wandring 
imaginations. - This deccitfulneſſe the moſt holy 
haue miſerable experience of ; their hearts herein 


| ſome buſineſle, rogether with our ſelues, in the mid- 
' deſtof the worke ſhould priuily ſteale away , wee 


ther Auſten felt this, and bewailed it in himſelfe, 
that in his moſt ſerious meditations of heauenly 


things his minde was eafily diſtrafted by the ſligh- 


teſt occaſions* Concerning the which hee thus 


Confeſi.10.35 


The flippera- 
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very a& of 
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'«writeth ; Ze: exery man therefore marke and confi- 
' © der what doingsthere are within the heart, how 
|* oftentimes our prayers themſclues are interrup- 
'© ted with vane thoughts , ſo that our heart can 
« hardly ſtand ſtill with God. Though yet it would 
«* lay hold on it ſelfe and ſo make itfelfe ro ſtaie with 
'* him, yet in a ſort it flyeth away as it were from it 
«ſelfe, neicher can it tinde any bounds whereby it 
© may keepe initſelfe from flying \way in her wan- 
© dring motions , that fo tarying ſtill with the Lord 
« tr may be refreihed wich {weete delights by him. 
« Hardly among many of our prayers meet we with 
© ſuch aprayer For euery one would be ready to ſay 
{© that this were ſo onely with him, and tha: ork. ers 
© were not troubled in like manner, vulefſe wee had 
*© heard Lavidin a certair'e place ſaying: The.ctore 
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<« thy ſeruant hath found his heart to pray vnto thee, 
Loe hee ſaies that hee found his heart, as though his heart 
were wont to flie away from him , and hee fame to runne 
after the fugitine,and being not able to oatch it himſe!fe, 
tocryto the Lord my heart hath left mee. So tar Auſten, 
excellently ſetting foorth this deceitfulneſſe, of our 
hearts, Would wee not count him a deceitful] 
friend, who, when wee ſhould haue greateſt vſe of 
him, would then bee ſureto be out ofthe way ? Alike 
deceitfull muſt our hearts needes be, the chieteſt in- 
{trument wherewith wee are to ſerue the Lord, And 
yet when Gods ſeruiceis to beperformed of vs , our 
hearts are thento finde, they haue runne away trom 
vs,and ſo, when wee ſhould ſecke God, wee muſt 
firſt goe ſecke our ſelues. 

The third aeceit is, when our hearts doe priuily,' 
and ſecretly, wee ſcare perceiuing it, foiſt in, and. 
cloſely conuay ſome corruption into our good 
ations , euen then, when wee are in the very att of 
performance. And with this deceit are eucn the 
children of God themſelues exceeedingly troubled, 
For howlocuer they propound not to themſclues 
any of theſe by any baſe reſpes of praiſe, and 
vaine-glory,&c. in their goodaCtions, but rather do 
ſerthemſelues againſt them 3; yer theſe things doe 
come in by ſtealth, and lily infinuate, and winde 
in themſelues into their hearts, as once the ſerpent 
into the. garden. So fitly in this regard doth the 
Prophet call our heart deceitfull, in that word, in 
che originall, from whence 7acobhad his name , be- 
cauſe our fleſhly hearts doe the ſame thing to the 
ſpirit, in doing of good , which Jacob did to his bro- 


ther | 
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ther, comming out of the wombe, as it were ſup- 
plantir, and catch ic bychehecle, when ir is run- 
ning of the Chriſtianracez for whatels doe they, 
when they intruce, and obtrude vpon vs their owne 
carnall and corrupt afteftions ? Looke how thoſe 
Samaritanes would haue had their finger in the 
building of the Temple with tke Iewes, namely, 
with a purpoſe to hauedeſtroied ir, and looke how 
lehu offered ſacrifice to Baahgkilling his Prieſts at the 
ſame time : and fooke how H«ſbai went to' Ab/aloms 
company to ouerthrow him: A like deale our hearts 
with vs, needs will they intermeddle in ourgood 
aCtions, burir is but to rob vs of them, by transfor- 
ming them into ſinne, through the mixtnre of their 
corrupt ion. For when there ſprings vp any (weet 
fountaines of grace within vs, then doe they cloſe- 
ly(as once the Philiſtims dealt with 1/azckes wells, 
which he had digged) caſt in their filthy dirt and 
duſt, and ſtop them vp therewith. They droppe 
downe from their impure hands ſome filth vpon 
that pure webbethe ſpirit weaueth, and ſo make it 
a menſtruouscloath. They cunningly put in their 
leauen into the ſpirits _ and fo ſowre it, and 
make it diſtafttull ro the Lord. When ſometime | 
the ſpirit of grace is offering to pur forth it ſelfe, as 
once Zarah in Thamars wombe, yet, by reaſon of 
this deceicfulneſle of our hearts, ir recoyles pre- 
ſently,and goes backe,ſo as Zarah did, and the fleſh 
like Perez, that Reppes before it ; and o as they 
were deceiued, when Za74hs hand was firſt ſcene, (o 
wee often, when wee fecle our {clues making ſome 


offers towards God , For as knauilh cony-catch- 
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ers,watchingthetimes whon honeſt men-arcto goe 
to ſome lolemnitie of fealting,, icraftily thruſt in 
themlelues, thatthey may-hlch ſome thing away : 
- lo wheregracesto:1mploy:her ſelfe, corruption 
will beſure tro hauean oare in'this boate;, and to in- 
terreſtirſelfe inthe good attion,that it may by this 
meanes itcale away the'belt part of 'our comfort 


women ,-it comes ſometimes to paſſe, that the im- 
pure, and filthy loue of luſt , and'concupiſcence, 
by certaine iuggling feates of conuciance, cogges 
in it ſelie. Therefore S. Paul writing to Timothy , a 
man rarely mortified , biddeth him yet-to exhort 
younger women with pureneſſe, or chaſtity : becaule 
through the deceitfulneſle of his heart, cuen then 
whileſt he was exhorting them to chaſtitie , ſome 
vnchaſt motions might come creeping into his 
owne heart , and:ſteale vpon himwhawares, And 
ſo in preaching, whileſtche Miniſter is ſtirring vp 0- 
thersto the zeale of Gods glory , through the de- 
ceittulnefle of heart, is comes to paſle too often, 
tharthoughts of pride, and vaine glory poppe in 
thaemſelues, rodehile, and, deface theglory of the 
| worke, In which regard Anſten ſaies , that it is har- 
| der topreach holily, then to heare , writing vpon 
thatoft David ; Thou ſhalc make mee to heare the 
voice of ioy andgladnefſe; which hee reades ſome- 
thing otherwiſe, thus : Thou {balt giue ioy romy 
* hearing. Whereupon hethus writeth. The hea- 
*rers ofthe word are more happy then the ſpea- 
*kers. Thelearned hearer may beehumble. Bur 
© rhe ſpeaker he muſt ſtrive againſt pride, = = 

| *gelIre 


| 


therein: As inthe loue of grace and vertue in good | 
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in'vpon him; andcauſe him to diſpleaſe God, eye, The 
like deceit are we ſubie& vnto in prayer alſo. Wit- 
neſle /onah5example,ot whom it is ſaid, that he then 
prayed , when indeed hee did'nothing burquarrell 
with God. Read the words of that his prayer, and 
yee thall linde nothing prayer-like in them. They 
ſeeme rather to bee a brawle then a prayer. How 
then is heſaid to pray ? No doubt feeling his weake- 
nefle, in giving place toanger, hee thought to true 


ſclleto prayer : butyet, loe the deceitfulneſſe of his 
heart, while by prayer hee thought to haue oner- 
come his anger, anger ouercame him and his praier 
ro0jturning itintoaiangling, and wrangling expo- 
ſtulation with-rthe Lord, Thus otherwhile men 
ſetting themſelues to meditate againſt ſome ſinne, 
in thevery at of meditation haue beene inſnared 
[therein. For as in ſpeaking againſt ſome {innes, it 
falls out that others ſometime are taught to pra- 
Aiſe them , (which was Solorsrealon of making no 
lawes againſt the killing of our parents, leaſt by for- 
bidding it he thould teach ic ) ſoalſoin thinking a- 
gainftſome fines; our. ſelues may! bee.caught. And 
when- men+ini:their thought: haue beene framing 
their mindes to reconciliation'with their aduerſa- 
ries, {in the remembrance of the iniuries receined 
they haue beene'further intenſed;.then before. Pe- 
ter did wellto:acketirequeſtion, M1#er ſballwee draw 
the ſword? He did noraskerhns queſtiona3the Prin- 


Egypt, being before reſolued ro goe downe, what- 


T 2 {oeucr 


againſt it, andin this-good minde 'addrefled him- 


ces in /eremy,whether they-thould goe downe , into} 
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ſoeuer the Prophet ſhould anſwer, No, wearenot 
ro chinkethat Peter had made a reſolute anſwer to 
bis queſtion before he made it, being fully purpo- 
ſed to draw, before hee asked rhe queſtion. No, be 
did nor ſo foully diflemble. But in asking the que- 
ſion he ſeemed to be framing his minde to more 
moderation,and willing to be aduiſed and direfted 
by Chriſt, but yer withall exaſperated with the in- 
ſolency ot the aduerſary, and indignity of the fa&, 
hecould not hold his minde in that temper of mo- 
deration, to ſtay the anſwer of the queſtion, bur 
euen in asking drew, the deceitftulneſle of his heart 
preventing Chriſts anſwer. So againe ofcentimes 
in many ofoura&ions,where we thinke we doe in- 
renda goodend, and doe indcede in ſome ſortin- 
tend it, yet therewithall, vnder hand, gets into our 
mindes the conſideration of ſome other {tniſter 
and crooked reſpet, As Moſes pretended to the 
Lord; thatthe conſcience of his owne weakeneſle, 


| andinfufficiency made bim ſo fearefull of vader- 


taking the office he impoſed vpon him, leaſt by this 
meanes Gods glory ſhould be foiled in him. Nei- 
ther did he alrogether difſemble therein. But wich- 


all, there ſecretly lurked-another matter belide the 
 feare ofhimlelfe, namely the feare of Pharao/, leali 


hee would haue reuenged the Agyptiansquarrel} 


 vpon him. And therefore God > vnto 


him; _Ar:ſe Moſes, goe thy water, they are dead that 
ſeeke thy life.So when wedelire that ourchildren, or 
others vnder our charge, ſhould thrive in govli- 
nefſe, this is agood deſire, but how often doe the 


| cies of our mindes looke a ſquint at Godsgiory 
| | herein; 
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hereinzand(wharfoeuer our own pretences and con- 

ceits, may bee ) like Demetries, pretending Diunaes 

glory againſt Pauls dofrin,when yetit was his own 

gaine he more ſpecially intended, how often are we 

carried away with areſpect of our ſelves, that wee 

might reape ſomecredirin the good ſucceſle of our 

labours ? And therfore excellently the Apoſtle,pur- 
ging himſelfe of this corruption , writeth thus vnto 

the Corinthians. Now.7 pray to God that yee doc no euill. 

The Corinthians might obieft. Thou thus praieſt 

not ſo much for our good , as for the credit of thine 

owne Miniſtery. The Apoltle therefore by way of 
preuention addes, nt that wee ſhould ſeeme approned, 

having our labours thus bleſſed : but that yee ſhould do 

that which is honeſt , though we be as reprobates; inan 

honeſt delire of your owne good doe weedelire it, 

without any reſpe& of our ſelues. Againe, when the 

children of God are humbled and caſt downe in 

godly ſorrow for their ſmaller {innes, often vpon 

this occalion the heart beginneth to conceiue 
thoughts ofpride. O there are few that take notice 

offuch ſmall ſinnes, or are ſo touched for them , as 
I. And (o the theefe Pride, ſteales away our humili- 

tie, as it doth alſoall.our other graces, it being al.- 

moſt all oneto be ſimply proud as to bee proud be- 

cauſe of our humilitie,to be vncleane, as to be proud 

becauſe of our chaſtity, &c. 

The fourth deceit of the hartin praftilingis, when 
it cauſeth vs toleapefromone extreamto another, 
paſſing by the meanezasfrom Prodigaliry,to Couc- 
touſneſſe, from Coueronſneſle ro Prodigalitie, skip- 


| ping ouer Liberality,.In the former leapethe couc- 
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tous man hath a fair pretence:O why (hould I waſt- 
fully miſpend Gods creatures ? why ſhould I make 
my belly my God? But why doſt thou not rightly 
vie Gods creatures ? why dot thou make thy mony 
thy God? The prodigall, larely couetous,his colour 
is as good, why (hould I make my felfe a drudgeto 
my goods ? yea, and why {houldſt thou makethy 
ſeike a drudge to thy pleaſures? In the ſame kinde of 
deceitare ſome brought from preſumption to del- 
peration,from thinking their linnes are nothing, & 
thar they can repent when they liſt forthem , to 
rhinke that they are greater then rhat cuer they can 
repent, or ind mercy at Gods hands.By the like de- 
ceit are men come trom too much honouring of 
Miniſters, which was in Poperic, to too muCch'con- 
temaing ofthem. As it was in the Church of Co- 
rinth, ſome would giue too much to the Minilters, 
ſeruilely apprentiling their iudgements vnto them, 
1 am Pauls, 1 am Apolloes. Another ſort, to auoide 
this extremitie onthe right hand, went as farre out 
onthelefr, in the vtter reieing of the Miniſtery : / 
am Chriſts , I care not for any Minifter, but will bee 
caught immediately by Chriſt himfelfe. And there- 
fore Paul after hee had refuted thoſe offending in 
the exceſſe-, lealt any through this deceitfulneſſe 
ſhould declineroo much to the defe&t , hee wiſely 
qualifies the matter : Zet a man yet thinke of vs as of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and diſpoſers of the ſecrets of God: 
let no man thinkthatthere is no other way to anoid 
roo much dignifying the Miniſters, then too much 
nullifying ofthem. This is like the husbandmans 


| error, when in correQing the crookednes of a twig, 
he 
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| | ſinging, hefell into that extreamity of ſeuerity,as to 
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he writhes it roo much the other way. A deceit 
that befell the Fathers , who in their zealous dete- 
ſtation of hereſlies, haue in their diſpurations ouer- 
ſhot themſclues ſometimes, and gone too farre on 
the other ſide. As Clemens was (o farre carried againſt 
worlhip of images , that he condemned the Art of 
painting. An example of deceit in this kinde wee 
haue in Peter , who for not ſuffering Chriſt towaſh 
| his feer, hearing that fearfull anſwere, Ynleſſe 1 waſh 
thee, thou haſt no part in mee, laſhed out preſently as 
farre the other way, Lord wot feet onely, but hands 
and head and all, But it was his feete onely that 
Chriſt would waſh, net his hands or head. So the 
Corinthians, being reprehended for their remiſ- 
neſſe, and careleſle over-ſight, in not puniſhing the 
inceſtvous perſon, fell to ouer-rigorous ſeuerity, in 
not freeing him fro puniſhment, in not looſing him 
vpon his repentance. So S. Auſten confeſleth of him- 
ſelfe, that in his deſire to avoid carnall delight in 


condemne all delighttull melody, tickling the eare. 
Theerror in the primitive Church was, to magnifie 
the Apoſtles writings in contempt of their vocall 
doftrine. T heletters, ſaid the falſe Apoſtles, concer- 
ning Pawl,are ſore and ſtrong : but his bodily preſcrce, 
and his, ſpeech is of no value. The Papiſts at this day 
haue auoided this errour, by falling into the contra- 
ry of aduancing the do&rine which the Apoſtles, 
& they, deliuered by word of mourh,their vawrit- 
tenverities, tothe ſhamefull diſparagement of their 
written dorine. And to conclude, hov many of 
vs, through this deceit, haue beene brought from 
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Popiſh ſuperſtition to prophane' and irreligious A- 
theiſme? From the blindezeale wichour knowledge, 
to a colde and hartlefle knowledge withour zeale, 
from workes withoutfairh, to faith without workes, 
from [haking oft the yoke of that Romane tyraniy, 
to ſhake oft. the ſweet andeaſie yoke of Chriſt too, 
and ſo to an ouer-licentious, and lawlefſe diflolute- 
| neſle.From the leauing of Popilh faſting, pennance, 
confeſſion , ito the contempt of true Chriſtian taſt- 
ing, repentance, confeſton;and from the errour ol 
the merit of good workes, to a ſhametull negle& of 
them. Sothat we did more good workes (I meane 
outwardly in regard of the matter ) in Popery,for 
ourowneglory ; then now we doe for Gods 
glory , though Gods glory ſhould be a 
far more powerfull attratiueto 
good works then our owne. 
And theſe bethe foure: 
firſt deceits in, 
this kinde, 
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of eight more eceits inthe ſame kinde. 


ji hw goe yet forwards in theſe deceits ; The fift is, | 
when our hearts cauſe vs to degenerate trom | 
the meanc, to the extreame, ſpecially that which 
hath greateſt reſemblance with tne meane, VVhere- 
in our hearts deale with vs, as the Diuel would have | 
dealt with our Sauiour, when vpon occaſ!on of his 
ſtrong faith in his Fathers prouidence, which he had 
ſhewed in reliſting his firſt temptation , chuling ra- 
ther tolive by his faith in want of bread, then vpon 
his motion to commaund the ſtones ro. be made 
bread,whe,Iſay,vpon this occalion, he would haue 
cunningly brought him on in his ſecond temptat- 
on,to preſumption,in caſting himſelte downe head- 
long from the top of the pinacle, as being an aCti- 
on which would cary a great colour ofa very ſtrong 
faith indeede. Peter hauing made a notable pro- 
feſſion of his faith , Thow art that Chriſt, the Sonne of 
the lizing Go, and being theretore much commen- 
ded by our Sauiour, preſently therevpon tooke oc- 
calion to fall from the rue holineſſe of faitr, to the 


decline the crofle, whervpon thefaluation ofall the 
ele&t depended. So likewiſe from iuſt and lawfuil 
zeale,how ealily through this deceitfulnefſe,doe we 
ſtray into blinde boldneſſe, and vnaduiſedneſle? as 
the common people, of their owne heads throwing 


downe images,and the Browniſts as they call chem, 
in 
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M&Eane to an! 
CAXrreame, 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans beare.. 


in ſeparating from our Churches ; the like was the 
zealc of Peterin drawing out his ſword, in his Ma- 
Rers quarrell, and cutting off Malchies care: as alſo 
of two of hisfellowes , calling downe tor fire from 
heauen,to conſume the inhoſpitall Samaritanes. In 
al theſe, zeale degenerated, & became like wine tur- 
ned into vinegar. Asallo in the Iſraelites, when they 
were carried ſo farre in their zeale and indignation 
againſt the Beniamires, that they ſware rathly they 
would none of them giue any of their daughtersro 


— ———— 


wife to a Beniamite. So ſhoulda whole Tribe haue |# 


periſhed,andthe Church & Commonwealth, haue 
beene weakened and impaired. What madneſle 
was this in puniſhing: others, ſo farre to exceede, 
thattherein alſo we ſhould puniſh ourſclues ? Like 
the hands and other outward paris in the Parable, 
which denying to minilter food to the belly,becauſe 
as they ſaid, it was idle and lazie while they labou- 
red,did thereby pine and conſume themſelues. And 
p- tothis end, the deceitfull hearts of the l{raelites 

ring them vpon occaſion of their iuſt and lawtull 


zeale. So calily may the Diuell caſt in his wilde-fire, 
into this fireof zeale. Thus from the iuſt reuerence 


of holy men came in religious adorationzas we ma 
ſee in the examples of Cornelius and John, rebuked 
by Peter,and the Angel.So alſo,from godly ſorrow, 
how eafily doe our deceitfull hearts carry vsto im- 
moderate and exceſſive penſiueneſſe; from being 
poore in ſpirit to be deſperate in ſpirit. As the Apo- 
ftle ſheweth,admoniſhing the Corinthians, that they 
would comfort the inceſtuous ſinner, and releaſe 
him of his excommunication , leaſt he ſhould vpon 


Y. 


| 


OCCAa- 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


occalion of longer continuance in his iuſt ſorrow, 
be (wallowed vp of deſpaire. For we are not ignorant, 
ſaies the Apoſtle, of Sathans wiles , namely how hee 
laboureth to bring vs from the tuſt meaneto the ex- 
ceſle. Andas it is Sathans , ſo alſo it is one of our 
| owne hearts deceits; hisdeceits, by our conſenting 
| being made onrs,as I (hew'd in the beginning. Thus 
from the true practiſe of mortification, in taming & 
keeping vnder our fleſh by abſtinence, many have 
brought themſelues to too great an auſterity and 
uerity. Hence the whippings and ſuch like exer- 

T ciſes of the Papiſts. Hence the diſcipline that hath 
' | bin vſed in Monaſteries, & the practiſe of ſome that 
would neuereat but running, leaſt they ſhould feele 
ſome pleaſure, and delight in cating. Timothy was 
caught in this errour, which vnder the colour ofab- 
ſtinence,for the reprouing of the luxurious Epheſi- 
ans, he had ſo far macerated his body,that the Apo- 
ſtle was faine to preſcribe him Philicke. This may 
teach vs what an eye we had neede haue over our 
ſelues, euen in the praQtiſe of the beit things, becauſe 
nothing more caſie,by reaſon of the deceittulnes of 
our hearts,then to mixe ſomething of the extreames 
with the meane; ſo that wee can hardly bee angry 
without (inning, beleeue without preſuming, re- 
pent withour deſpairing, feare without dou bring, 
be mercifull without vaine lightneſle , be ſad with- 
out heauy and vnprofitable dumpiſhneſle. 

The fixt deceit is, when we incroach vpon God 
inthoſethings wherein hee hath given vs ſome li- 
berty in his word,going beyond the bounds he hath 
thereſer vs. God hath giucn vs liberty, yea indeed 


| hath 
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Luke. 2l, 24+ 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


hath impoſed a neceſlitie vpon vs to ſecke the main- 
renance of our owne credit and good name, that ſo | 
we might be the ficter inſtruments of gloritying him 


in ourſeverallcallings, but herevpon, as S. Auſten 


hath well obferued, through the deceitfulnes of our 
hearts, weare drawne on todelire,and delight inthe 
loue,the reuerence, the praiſe of men itſelte, and to 
like wellenough of icto-bee loued and reuerenced, 
not for Gods cauſe, buteuen in Gods ſtead, But this 
deceit is ſpecially inthe viſe of things indifferent, as 
meat, mirth, marriage, recreation, tleepe, apparell, 
and ſuchlike. Otall which, God indeed hath gran- 
red vs the ve, yet not ſo, but hee hath confined vs 
within certainelimits,and as vnto the ſea, hath er 
vs our bounds, ſaying : Thmus farre (halt thou goe , and 
no farther. Now our deceittull hearts hauing once 
gotten this by the end, that ſuch and ſuch things 
are indifferent, and ſo may lawfully be done, thinke 
they are then on a ſure ground, and fo care not 
how farre they laſh out; as though there were nore- 
{traint in the vſe of things indifferent. And thus it is 
ſtrange to ſee, how that which islawfull, drawes on 
that which is not conuenient, yea and what horri- 
ble ſirinesare ſwallowed downe vnder the name of 
things indifferent. Cometo aſwiniſh Epicure, that 
makes his belly his God, and tell him of his abuſe of 
Gods creatures : he will anſwer preſently, why ſtrai- 
ten you my libertie in the vie ofhe creatures, which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for me?Hath not God giuen 
vs wine tomakeglad the hrart ? Yes to make glad : bur 
drunkenneſle and furfeiting make it heavy. Take—. 


| heed, aith our Sauiour, leaſt your hearts be. made. hexuy 


with 


II 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


with ſurfetting and drunkenneſſe. Thus we ſee how 
ealily our deccitfull hearts remooue the auncient 
bounds ſet by God,which to do, but with men,is a 
deceit notto be ſuffered. And ſoir ſteals on further, 
tillat lengrh it bring vs from Chriſtian hberty, toa 
moſt wnchriſtian libertiniſme, and luxurious licenti- 
ouſneſſe. Behold then heere a noble deceir, while 
men thinke they take and vſetheir liberty, indeede 
they loſe it. Forinthe vie oftheſe things, whercin 
God hath made them free-men, they make them- 
ſelues bond-men, being brought wonder the power of 
thoſe things which they vſc,as the Apoſtle clegant| 
{peaketh. For they ſo inthrall themſclues to the luf 
| of their ſenſes, and of their bellies, that though their 
owne, and others deſtruction be ſometimes ioyned 
with the vie of ſome of theſe things,they cannot yet 
forbeare. Which ſeemed to be the faulr of ſome of 
the Corinthians,couering their intemperancy, and 
loueof their belly, whereby they hazarded ſome 
oftheir brethrens foules, with the pretence of Chri- 


(tian l|berty.So much the Apoſtle,norobſcurely in- 
timates, when vnto that deceitfull obietion, Al 
things are lawful, he frameth this anſwer, But Twill 
not be brouzht wnder the power of anything. I will 
not make my ſelfeatlaue ro my belly, whoſe Lord 
[ſhould be. So alſo God hath ginen vs liberty to 
dealein the world,and worldly occalions.But here, 
an inch being ginen, we take an ell, ruſhing our 
ſelnes over head and eares in them, to the prejudice 
of faith in Gods prouidence, and of the exerciſes of 
piety. So Gad hath given this liberty ro his Mint- 


| 285. 


1 Cor.6.12. 


ſers,to take of their ockes ſufficient maintenance. 


He 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


He that attends'vpon the altar,may liue of the altar. 
Burt Berzard obſeruedirt, in ſome of his time, that 
thence tooke occaſion to riot, and ruffle it our vp- 
on thealtar, though yet the Scripture-faith nor, the 
Miniſter may luxuriouſly lauith ir, but onely line of 
the Altar, The Scripture alſo permirs featting and 
merry-making. But how eaſily heere doe we ouer- 
(hoore our ſelues ? not onely the common ſort in 
their quifhngs, caroufing healths, and ſcurrilous 
mirth , bur euen the better ſort alſo exceeding the 
bounds of moderation. Aſter confefleth his errour 
here. Lord, ſaith hee, arunkenneſſe is farre from mee ; 
let it not once come neere me : As for pluttony it ſteales 
ſometimes pou thy ſeruant. 1 pray thee remoone it farre 
from mee. -Who is there that ſometimes is not car- 
ried away beyond the meaſure of intemperancy ? Thus 
parents, becauſe of the lawfulnefle of naturalaffeRi- 
ons, fall to cockering of their children. In all thete 
and ſuch like caſes , wee muſt bee as icalous of out 
ſelues,as Job was of his children in feaſting. For here 
the deceit is ſo much the more caſte, by how much 
ourſuſpition of it isthe lefle, preſuming vpon the 
lawfulnefle. But wee muſt oppoſe to his deceitthat 
ofthe Apoſtle ; AU things are lawfull, but all things 
are not expedient. Circumſtances of time, place, per- 
lons mult bee conſidered. Otherwiſe that ſaying is 
true, He that will do all lawfull things, all that he may, 
will quickely come to doe onlawfull things, fomerhing 
that he may not. | 

The ſeuenth deceit is, when vpon ſome care of do- 
ing aleſſegood, weeiuftle our the greater, and that 


hey (ne when it is moſt ſeaſonable. Martha was 


thus 
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| chooſe the greateſt. 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. | 


thus deceived , when her care of performing one 
good dutie, 1n giuing the belt, and moſt reſpe&ttul! 
intertainement ro Chnſt thee could, detained her 
fromthe hearing of the word, a matter of far grea- 
ter moment. Thus many that read not all the weeke 
long, knowing yet that reading is a duty comman- 
ded of God, will therefore be reading of the Scrip- 
turesin Sermon time, at the Church. Som allo are at 


home in-their priuate prayers & meditations, when 
the Church is aflembled together, and with priuate 
ſeruice exclude the publique. Others in hearing of 
the word, while they minde the methode, and or- 
der of thepreacher,and matterof knowledge,they 
negle& that which concernes affetion. And di- 
vers ſuch like. Heere remember , that howſoeuer in 
euill things, that rule bee falſe, of evils chooſe the leaſt, 
yetin good things the contrary is true : Of goods 


The eizh! deceit is, when having performed ſome 


| good ſeruice vnto God, wetherevpon take occalion 


to bethe more careleſſe and ſecure. Like boyes, who 
after they haue followed their Bookes hard in the 
ſchoole,think then they arepriuiledged to ſport and 
play reakes. Soitis with vs. Wee may ealily feele 
ehis diſpolition in our ſelues, to bee ready to pleaſe 
our {clues in vnlawfull liberties, when we haue plea- 
ſed the Lord in lawfuil duties. Wee may ſee it 1h 19- 
nahafter his embaſſage faithfully diſcharged to the 


 Niniuites, breaking foorth into anger againſt the 
Lord: and in Ezek:4h,after his notable feruice, both 
of praier in ſickneſle, and of thankſgining after deli- 


| | verance » fowly ouerſhooting himſelfe in vaine 0- 


ſtentation 


2 
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ſpirit, 


The deceitfabneſſe of mans heart, © 


ſentation of his treaſures to the Babiloniſh Embaſ. 
ſadour. Therefore after a lightning, take heede of a 
foyle.Neuer hauc we greater cauſeto tremble,then 
afrer we haue well acquited our ſelues in the per- 
formance of ſom good duty. Then will our hearts be 
ſeeking of vnlawtul liberty,8 offering to ſteale away 
from God,that after their paines in his ſeruice they 
might refreſh themſclues with ſome pleaſure of ſin, 

The ninth deceit is, when the flelh doth peruerſly 
imirate the ſpirit in vs;when,as the Diuell eransfor- 
meth himlſelte inco an Angell of light,ſo our fleſhly 
and corrupt hearts into theſimilitude offpitituall,s: 


renewed. How is this? Specially in the raiſing vp of|. 


many good & holy motions, meditations, delires, 
& affeQions in our minds. For example,otherwhile 
in praier,or in hearing ofthe word,there come into 
our mindsſuch and ſuch thoughts, and good pur- 
poſes of doing this or that good worke; ſometimes 
alſo many good affeQions, as of griefe for our fins, 
and ſuch like, which yet are nothing to our preſent, 
either praying orhearing.Here our deceitful harts 
wil be ready tothinke theſe come from the ſpirit of 
grace : butthe truth is they come from our owne 
carnall hearts, and the Diuell together, both mutu- 


ally conſpiring to deceiue vs. For the Spirit of God 


hath no ſuch office to draw away mens minds from 
hearing the word. No, it openeth the heart,it boa- 
reth through the eares thercof,and maketh vs to at- 
tend.So the ſpirit of God hath no ſuch office neither 
as to trouble mens minds in prayet with thoughts 
impertinent. No, the ſpirit is the ſpirit ofpraier,and 
chaſeth away all firagling thoughts, and keepeth 


our| 
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| boſomes, and pretend great kindneſle, and friend- 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. : | 


Our mindes ſteddy, and attentiuc in praier. There- 
fore aſſure thy lelte, heere is noble iuggling. Theſe 
thoughts ſuggeſted, though in rhemſelues Divine, 
yet the ſpirit that ſuggeſts themin this faſhion, is 
not diuine, but fleſhly, or diabolicall. 

The tenth deceit is, when in temptation our hearts 
betray vs, like Wazſes, into the diucls hands. lt one 
liuing familiarly with vs, ſothat wee repoſed ſome 
truit in him, ſhould yer, walking abroad with vs , & 
ſeeing ſome enemy come to offer violence, runne 
away trom vs , would wee not accout hima deceit- 
tull perſon ? much more if he ſhould conſpire with 
the enemy , andtake his part againſt vs. So is it 
heere with our hearts, that lye continually in our 


(hip, no ſooner yer can the Diuell ſer vpon vs with 
any temptation, butthey forſake vs , yea they deli- 
uer vs vpinto his hands. Herein dealing with vs as 
the falſe hearted men of XKzilah would have done 
with Dauid, As Danid miſtruſted them, ſo ſhould we 
theſe hearts. We neede not toaske the queſtion, as) 
Dauid did of the men of Keilah , Will they deliuer ws ? 
Wee may aſſure our ſelues they will. Such is the 
depth of their falſhood. 1udh when hee went outin 
the morning to the ſheepe-ſhearing , had no ſuch 
purpoſe, as to commit inceſt with Thamar , but yet 
for all that being tempted, ſee how his owne heart 
deceined him, and gaue him the flip , yea thruſt 
him into the hands of the temptation. And alas! 


who ſees not this falſenefſe ot his owne heart, yea 
euenthen when wee go forth into the world with a 
purpoſe againſt ſuch and ſuch ſinnes? yea no ſooner 


are| 
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arethe leaſt tiling and tempting occalions offered 
to our cies, earcs, Or 0ther ſenſes, but weare caught ' 
preſently. | 

Theelenenth deceit is, by holding vs occupied in 
thinking of ſome good thing to come, to make vs. 
negle& our preſent duty. Herewe ſhould remem- 
ber thatſaying of Samwel to Saul, When this ſhall 
come topaſſe, namely thy kingdome , doe that which 
comes next hand. It isa tolly to leaue certaineties for 
vncertainties. Thou haſt certainty of that which 1s 
preſent. If thou wilt lay hold vpon thepreſent oc- | 
calion thou maift, Butas for that which is to come, | 
thou art wholly vncertaine, thou knoweſt nor whe- | 
ther there will euer be any occaſion of good for thee | 
to lay hold of or no. Herein mee thinkes the de-| 
ceirof our heart is like the praiſe of Tobiah, and 
Saaballat, againſt Nehemiah, who would haue drawn | 
him away from the repairing of the cittic by calling 
him to conference and conſultation with them-| 
ſelues; ſo our harts doe often divert vs from the pro- | 
ſecution of many good purpoſes , by caſting other 
odde impertinent matters in our way, like as in a 
caſe farre vnlike, the Philiſtimes diverted Saul from | 
the purſuit of David , or as the Foxe diuerts the 
huntſman ſometimes from following the Hare. But 
in this caſe we muſt be wiſe to anſwere our hearts,as | 

Nehcmiah did his crafty aduerſarics, 7 have a great 
worke to doe, and 1 caunot come downe : why ſhould the 
worke ceaſe, while 1leaue it, and come to you ? 

The twelfih deceit is, when admittance being gotten 
for ſomthing , becauſe of ſome other thing where- 
on it ſhould wait, asa handmaide on her miſtreſſe, 

yet 
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yet this hand-maide beginneth to perke aboue her 
Miſtrefſe,aud to incroach and vſurpe vpon the chie- 
feſt place. _LHu/ten [hewes this deceit in himſelfe, in 
his ſenſuall delighting in ſinging of Plalmes, in re- 
gard of the [weetneſle of the ſound, and content- 
ment of his earestherein.Of which he thus writerh. 
But oftentimes the delioht of mine eare_> deceineth mee, 
whiles ſenſe does not ſo follow reaſon, that it can patiently 
indure to come behinae it, but haning gotten to be receiued 
onely becauſe of it, would therefore go before and haue the 
chiefety. So 1 ſimne in theſe things, not perceining it : but 
| afterward 7 perceine it, The naturall delight in fing- 
| ging of Plalmes is lawfull, if it be ſubordinate, and 
| ſubleruient tothe ſpirituall delight in the matter it 
\ ſelfe. Buthere was As/tens deceit, that the waturall 
delight in the /oung, did onertoppe the /iritnall de- 
light in rhe ſubZance of the Plalme. So it is lawfull 
todelight inthe witty ſpeeches thatare in ſermons; 
ſo we vſe this our delight to the wit, to confirme our 
delight in the grace of the ſame ſpeeches. Bur here is 
the deceitfulneſſe of our hearts, that our affetion 
ro the wit, is farre more intenſe then to thegrace,and 
that in affettingrthe witof a Sermon, we feele our 


This is, as if onewho is welcome to aplace, only be- 
cauſe he isin my company , and comes as my ſha- 
dow, ſhould yet after he were receired into the 
houſe for my ſake, cauſe my irtend to thruſt me out 
of the dores, that he may haueall the welcome, and | 
kinde entertainment alone, 


affetion to the grace ſomthing {lacked and cooled. | 
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Cn.ar,XXII1I 
of the deceit of our affections in generall, 


{FJ ltherro we. haue ſpoken of that deceitfulneſſe | 


of heart, which is zoyntly in the minde, and affe- 
ctions : it remaineth now. that we ſpeake of the de- 


| ceirſulnefle of rhe afteions, by themſelues. Where 


firſt we will ſpeake of their deceit in generall, and 
then ſecondly, in ſectall of the deceit of ſome ſpeci- 
all affeftions. 


The deceit of the afteions in generall, ſhewes 


ic lelfe in twothings. 

i. In that they areof ſovariable & mutable a dif 
polition,thatthe faceof the heauens is not ſo diuers 
nor the ſea or weather ſo inconſtant , nor the Came- 
lion ſo changeablezasthey. Nothing is there ſo vn- 
ſtaied, nothing ſo vncertaineznot w. changed this 


 day.fro yeſterday; but this houre, yea,this moment 


fromthe former. Hence that of Salomon ; No man 
knoweth love or hatred, thatis, as wniu«expounds 
ir,the thing either he loues,or hates, by reaſo of this 


 fickleneſſe of our fo eaſily alterableaffetions. Who 


would heue thought that .AYmmons ſo hot affeti. 
ons to his Siſter, could euer hane beene cooled? 
Yet, for all that,preſently after his luſt was ſatisfied, 
his hatred of her exceeded his former loue. Who 
would have thought that the Iewes, that crycd Ho- 
ſannato Chriſt, would after hauecryed fo ſoone, cr«- 
cifie, crucifie ? Who would haue thought the Egyp- 
tians ſo deſirous ofthelfraclitesdeparture,that they 

even 


Is 


— 


euent woed them to be gone, by giuing them their 
precious iewels, ſhould yet within ſo tew houres, 
on the ſuddainerunne atter them , to recouer them 
againe into their hands-as before. So for ioy and 
ſorrow wee may ſee the like varieties and changes. 
onas that to day is the onely merry man, while the 
gourd flouriſheth , to morrow when it petiſheth, ' 
none ſo penſtueorperplexedas he. 

This deceit'of our afteftions is molt dangerous | 
in the mattersof religion; when wee begin to waxe | 
cold, hauing been once zealous, and to eare vp that 
zeale of Gods houſe, which was wont to eate vp vs. 
Tbus wasit with Epheſ#s, charged by Chriſt with ' 
the lofſe of her firſt love; and with the Galathians, 
that atthe firſt were fo feruent in [their affetions, 
that they could haue tound in their hearts to haue 
plucked out theireyes tor him ; yet afterward were | 
more ready toplucke out his eyes. Thusallo fareth 
it with the Iewes, who at the firſt followed, and 
flocked after the Baptiſt, and reioyced in his light, 
bur yet for a ſeaſon onely. Toh quickly grew ſtale to 
them, andas our Sauiour infinuates, no more ac- 
counted of, then 4 reede (haken with the winde, And 
would to God the caſe were not alike with too ma- 
ny in theſe our daies. 

Theſecond thing wherein our affeftions ſhew 
themſclues deceitfull , is the blinding, and cor- 
rupting of our iudgement. 'Thele are our Exes, 
that doe deceiue vs. Adam, faith the Apoſtle , was 
not deceined , that is , fo much by his wdgewent, 
| (though alſo by that too) as by his aftetion ro his 
wife, which atlength blinded bis judgement. 1 rue 
VN it 
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| it is, our wdgements ſhould gonerne our affecti- | 
; 0ns,, 2$ Adm ſhould bave done Eves, yet thus it 

| tallerth our, that aftectionouer-rules, and over-per- | 
 \wades iudgement... Weeſethow our afteftions to 

; our children, kinred, and ſpeciall friends, doe often 
 dazle our eies,that we maintaineerrour and wrong. | 
As Barnabas may ſeeme to have done againſt Paul 

in bis ſo ſiffe {ſtanding out againſt him inthecaſe' 
of AMarke,, who was his kinſman, as appeares, Colo/. 
4. 10. How often baue errours beene entertaincd | 
| becauſe of our affeftions to thoſe that bring and | 
broach them ? Hencethat fetch of heretiques, ob-| 
{erued by Tertullian, firſt toperſwade, then to teach ; | 
firſt to worke vpon mens affeQtions , and to gaine 
ſome intereſt in their hearts, then afterward to la-| 
bour the vnderſtanding thus prepared,to wooeth e | 
Miſtrefle by the Maide : Whereas the truth con- | 
trarily doth perſwade by teaching , not teach by | 
 perſwading. Contrarily many wholeſome truths 

haue beene diftaſted, onely by reaſon of the preiu- 
dice which ournaughty affections haueconceiued 
againlt theteachers 3 Asintheexampleof Ahab, 
retuling Micaiahspropheſie, Againe,whats the rea- 
' fon, that ſo many wiſe and learned men in the 
Church of Rome haue beene,and ſtill are fo groll y 
ſeduced with ſuch foppiſh, and ſenſeleſſeerrours ? | 
Euen this their owne affe&tion to gaine and glory, 
and thoſe other alluring gifts , which the (trum- 
pet hath in her hand , which they cannor receive, 
vnleſſe they firſt rake her poyſoned cup and drinke 
thereof. Reward blindeth the eyes of the wiſe; that is, 
our corrupt affeftion towards reward. When _ 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the affeRion i3 ſer vpon'gaine, then preſently gaine 
is godlineſle; and ifa thing be gainfull,then though 
 neuerſo vile, it ſhall be coloured ouer as good and 
lawfull. Our aftetions when they would haue a 
thing, ſharpen our wits and fet them on worke 
to deniſe arguments to ſerue their turne. But ſu- 


may ſeemeneuer ſo well fortified with reaſons) in 
thoſe caſes wherein our affe&ions are intereſſed. 
Surely our affe&ions will plead mightily, and deale 
craftily , raiſing vp fogges' and miſtes before our 
eyes, and ſetting falſe colours vpon things to de- 
ceive vs. Looke how in a greene glaſle all things | 
' ſeeme greene, and as to an aguilh taſte all things 
| bitter ; ſo when the iudgement is diſtempered by 
affeftion, all things ſhall be iudged.of, according to 
the pleaſure of afteftion. Theretore Peter well fates, 
of theſe corrupt luſts, that they fight ag1inft the 
| /oule, yeaeuen the principall part thereof, the Vn 

derſtanding 3; by making it (eruilely ro frame ir 
iudgement to their defice. We ordinarily ſcethe 
deceit of our affections in naturall things. Fathers 
thinke their 0wne children the wiſeſt, and the fai- 

reſt { So louers rheir loues. The Ape thinketh his 
owne brats ;\ though vgly and mithapen, to bee 
faire and beawriful}. Afſuredly theſe affetions'of 
ours areno lefſe deceirfull in things ſpirituall. The 
 vileſt d<formities, if once they be affeQions dar. 
lings, ſhall be-acounted: comely 'ornametits. Let 
others.ſay whavrthegwilt, The afeRionshaue taken 

captiuethe vnderſtanding , and Dalilah hath lulled 

Samyſonaſleepet: The belly hath no cares, nor yet 

Tab, V 


4 no 


pet wee alwayes our iudgements (though they | 
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| Care. XXII 


& the deceitfuln:ſſe of Lone, Anger, Iey. 


| Speciall N\ Ow to come to the deceit of ſome particular 
| affections. And firſt ro begin with Loxe. 
7. Louc, 1. Thedeceit ofthe affeCtion of love is, when we 
The d«ccit, 


thinke we loue mens perſons,as they are Gods crea- 
tures in_Adam, and his new creatures in Chriſt, 
when yet indeed weloue not their perſons, bur their 
riches, honours, reputationinthe worid, and ſuch 
like aoynts of their perſons. In louing of our ſelues, 
we. preferre our perſons before our goods, or ought 
elſe ; asthe Dinell obſerued, Skinne for skinne, and 
all that a man hath will: hee gine for bwlife. Now the 
Law is; Thou ſpalt loue thy neighbour as thy ſelfe. And 
fo we thould loue him, and not his. Bur, quite con- 
trary is:it with many of, vs inthe loving of others. 
We-preferre their purſes and portions, betore their 
petſons,': VYhatſocuer wemay perſwade our (clues, 
thetruth is, thatweelaue ſpecially in them rbeſc 
outward things, andknow.thera aceording tothe 
| The diſcouc- | Aefſh. The diſcouery of thisdeceitis in the change 
| ry thereof. ] of eſtate. = 2000 4 ,2of1ico.c} bN 

hl 1. Whenriches areturned into poverty,honour 
intoignominy. ; if then! we leauevur friend; it is 

cuident we loued nar his perſon before. Forthat is 
ſtill che ſame, his piety,-his parts are the ſame, that 


when 
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| when he was rich, happily more. When the corne | 
is ſpent, the Rattes leaue tne Barne, and yer the | 
roome is the ſame. It was not thenthe roome the; | 
loued, Here was the tryall of the ſincerity of /o/bns 
loueto our Sauiour, that he forſooke him not on 
the Croſle, as his fellowes did. For indeede Chriit 
was the ſame on the Croſle, that in the Pulpit, in 
| the Temple, Chrilt ſuſtering, was the lame, that te 
' was working miracles. Thus was the dece.tfull loue | 
| of many proteſſours at Rome, towards Pal difcoue- | 
red, in thatthey ſtood not to him when he was can- | 
' uented before Nero, Herein alfo appeared fome 
| vnſoundneſle in Jobs wife, herloue, when {he began 
;to loath him, becauſe of his boyles and botches. 
If ſhe had loued his grace, botchie 1ob, and poore 106, 
was as gracious, as baile Job, and rich 1ob. The like 
may be ſaid of their loue,who depending vpon him 
in his flouriſhing eſtate, atrerward diſpiſed him in 
his fall, | 
2, \Vhenall our eſtate is changed from worſe 
to a better , heere allo is a diſcouery of decei:tull 
loue. For as in the former change, vnſound loue will 
turne into hatred, fo in this into envic_. Here was 
the diſcouery of Sawls talſe heart to Danid, when 
ſeeming to loue him deerely, and intirely before, he 
could not yet indure+him, when he ſaw him grow 
greater then himſelfe, and heard his tenme #houſands, 
and but his one thow/and. And heere was a nota- 
ble tryalliof the (incerity of 7onathansloue to Damid, 
when for all he knew he was to be preferd tothe 
kingdome , and the onely manto put him by that 
dignity , yet ſtill he continued conſtant in loue, 
Whereas, 
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Whereas, it he had loued him onely for outward 
reſpeds, as becauſe of the (imilitude of their diſ- 
politions, that he was a man of a Martiall ſpirit, and 
not chiefly for his piety, he could not but vpon 
this occaſion haue moſt bitterly hated him. This 
mult reach vs in louing others to examine our owne 
hearts, what it is wee loue in them ; whether the 
image of God, orthedeceiueable ſhadowes of the | 
world. And thoſe that haue much loue, and many 
friends, muſt learne wiſedome not to take all for! 
friends that prerend affeftion. And becauſe the! 
heart of man is thus deceicfullin loue, as innothing 
more, it muſt teach vs in the mulcitude. of greateſt 
and ſtrongeſt friendsto flye vnto God, and to make 
his loue our chicteſt ſtates : His loueIfay, which is 
without deceit, without repentance, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of turning. For whom hee loves , hee 
loues to the end. Mans loue is often deceitfull, chat 
we may iuſtly complaine with Job , My friends hae 
decciued mee as a brooke : and with the Church inthe 
Lamentations, Af loners ſtand farre off from me : and. 
with Paulzall haue forſooke me Leanenot then on this 
broken ſtaffe. Secure notthy ſelfe, no not in the fa- 
uour of Princes. Truſt not in them, faith the Plalmiſt, 
becauſe they are mortall, andtheir breath is in their 
noſthrils. Much more then may Ifay , truſtnor in 
their loue,, becauſe their loue is mortall, and may 
query turne into mortall hatred.” Their loue may 
ie before themſelues, they may ſuruiue their loue, 
breathing outtheir loue, before their breath. © $0 
muchforloue. © 
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| that wee areangry for linne againſt God , when in- 


led in queſtion, and yet as cold as Ice when moſt 
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rate anger, The deceit is, when wee thinke we hate 
mens linnes, when indeede it is their perſons, and 


deede it is for ſome iniury done to our lelues. For 
ſo it is, that Gods cauſe, and our owne,often mcete 
together, And wherein wee are wronged, therein 
alſo is God. Now hence by reaſon of this compa- 
ny, and concurrence of Gods cauſe and our owne, 
weeare very apt, and ready to deceive our {clues ; 
thinking our anger is directed againit the dilhonor 
of God, whereas in truth, it hath reference oncly to 
that which is but an appurtenance; and hang-by 
thereto, namely our owne offence. 

The diſcouery therefore of this deceit is. 

1. In thepartition of Gods cauſe, and our owne. 
Let vs marke how wee are affected, either when 
Godis diſhonoured without our iniurie, or wee 
iniured without any great impeachment of Gods 
honour. Now if weecan beas hot as toſtes 1n our | 
owne priuate iniuries, where Gods glory is not cal. 


diſhonovrable indignities are offered ro the Lord, 
without any touch ofour ſelues ; then ir is euident, 
that in thoſe caſes, where Gods cauſe and our owne 
are ioyned together, our anger was onely for our 
owne, not for Gods, When our ſeruants or chil. 
dren haue neglected their duty to vs, there is iuſt 
cauſe of anger. For Gods commandement is bro- 
ken by them. Butdeceiue not thy ſelfe , when vn- 
der this pretence thov letreſt looſe the bridle to thy 
rage, Fow how often haſt thou thy felfe failed farre 
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thy children, and feruants diſhonour the name of 
the Lord many waies, & yet waſt neuer halfe ſo an- 
gry ? Heere was thetriallof Moſes his anger. \Vhen 
the people murmured, and when Korah rebelled a- 
gainſt him, here was iuſt cauſe of anger. Burt here 
Gods cauſe and his own were coupled. Let vs ther- 


fore marke Moſes his behauiour , when they were 


ſingled. Nm. 12. Aaron and Miriam offer him a 


that he gaue them nota word. Againe Exod. 32. the 
people had fallen to idolatrie, and had madea calfe, 
and Aaron had his hand therein. Here Gods quar- 
rell was ſeuered from hisowne. And how carries he 
himſelfe heere. Hee ſpares neither Aaron, nor the 
people, but ina godly fit of zeale takes on, breakes 
the two tables in pieces, &c. A meckelambe in his 
 owne iniury : A herce Lion in Gods, Here was pure 
anger, free from guile and gall. 

2. If ouranger be properly againſt (inne, then it 
will keepe vs from (inning groſly in __ angry. 
For what likelihood is there, that hee istruly angry 
againſt (inne, that commits a greater ſinne in his 
anger, then the {inne whereat hee is angry ? Thus 
many areangry for ſmall offences, which indeede 
are (innes alſo againſt God : but intheir anger they 
are ſodiſtempered, that they breake out into cur- 
ling, raging, railing &c. which are farre greater 
linnes, then that wherewith they are diſcontent. 
Here was Davids anger againſt Nabaldiſcouered to 
be faulty. He might happily perſwade himſelfe he 
had cauſe tobe offended, For Nbals charliſh vn- 
chanketulneſſe was odious to God. Yet that was 


nor 


priuate iniurie. Ir is faid his meekenefle was (uch 
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| |of a Subie&t to his Soueraigne. Anger againſt ſinne, 


—— - 
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notit which angred Da#id. For forthen how came it 
to paſſe, that hisanger prouoked him to ſweare, to 
conceiue a bloudy purpoſe of murther ? Grace be- 
gets not [inne,but holds backe from (inne. Grace is 
neuer a paire of bellowesto blow vp in vs the fire of 


our anger then isnot of grace, but of corruption. 
3- Holy anger, that is conceiued againſt (inne, 
'cothnotany thing vnſit vs for duties we owe ey- 


weare angry. As Moſes was angry with the Iſrae- 
iites, and chide them ſharpely , yer withall prayed 
for them heartily. As when our children, through 
their owne fault, haue got ſome lickneſleytor all our 
angry ſpeeches, we goeto the Phylician for them. 
Chriſt, when he was angry wich 

the ſame time mourned for their ſinne. 7onathan 
was angry with his father for vowing David: death : 
yet his anger made him ſpeake nothing vnbeſce- 
ming the duty, eyther of a Sonne to his Father, or 


Is alwayes ioyned with Joue of the ſinner. Sincere 
anger is a loving anger, a dewort anger. Ir firs a 
'man for the duties of louc tomen, of deuotion to 
God. This anger is a whetſtone to Prayer, .and by 


'then thine anger diſguiſe thee, and put thee our 
of frame , that thou canſt nor tell, eyther how to 
pray to God, orlooke, or ſpeake lovingly to man, 
not onely the perſon angring thee, but ſcarce any 
jother, itis a conuition of the deceitfulneſle of rhy 


corruption; ſoas is often our anger. And therefore | 
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| we reioyce as much in other graces, which arenot 
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3. AﬀeCion is #9. In the which there is a double 
deceit. 1. When we thinke we reioyce in Gods out. 
ward benefits, onely aspledges of his love, when 
indeede wereioyce more in the benefits themlclues, 
then in the BenefaQor, 

The diſcouery is. 1- By our drouping, and deie- 
&ion vnder the Crofle. If it had been Gods fauour 
onely we had reioyced in, in our proſperity , why 
then is the copy of our countenance changed ? for 
Gods fauor is ftill we ſame to hisin afflition, which) 
in proſperity, happily greater. | 

4 By the efoatone ioy , whichis the ſadding} 
and gricuing of Gods ſpirit. Whenceatiſeth a hez- 
uy lumpiſhnes, and vnwillingnes to Gods ſervice. | 

2. Deceitis, when we thinke we reioyce inthe 
graces of Gods Spirit in our brethren, for them- 
felues, when we reioyce inthem onely, .asthey are 
ſome way beneficiall to our ſelues ; asin the matter 
of liberality. Heretke tryall is, to marke whether 


ſo profitabletovs, orin the ſame graces, when it 
falls out that they are profitable to others, not to 
ro our ſelues, Excellently Paw/to Philemon. We haue 
great ioyin thy loue. For by thee Brother ( not my, but) 
the Saints bowels are refreſhed. Many reioyce onely 
in that loue which refreſheth their owne bowels. 
Whichis indeede, to reioyce ratherintheir owne 
profit, then in the grace of God it ſelfe. For that 
loue which refreſheth other Saints bowels , and 
not mine, is loue, as well as that, which refreſheth 
mine. If I reioyce in loue, becauſe it is loue, be- 
cauſeit is grace, I ſhall reioyce as well in the one, as 


in 


— 
— 


—— —— — — 


= Wo deceitfullneſſe of mans heat. 


inthe other. Yea and when this grace is beneticiall 
to vs, rather yet in his benefit whoſe it is, becauſe of 
the truic furthering his owne reckoning, lhall we re- 
ioyce then in 0ur owne, 
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of the deteitfulneſſe of our Sorrow, Deſire, 
| and Confidewce, 


IV. Ffeion is ſorrow. Where there is a two- 
| fold deceit. 1. When worldly forrow 
| {hroudes it ſelfe vnder the countenance of Godly 
wexation of humiliation, Come to many in their 
affictions, and reprouethem for their carnall ſor- 
row, and their anſwere is ready , when Gods hand 
isgone outagainſt vs for our linnes (hould wee not 
be humbled ? yes, for your {inne. But loe the de- 
ceitfulneſſe of your heart : Ir is the puniſhment 
that gricues you, notthe (inne; the Surgionsplay- 
ſter not thine owneſore. You grieue not at the pu- 
niſhment, becauſe of the linne deſeruing it : but at 
the (inne, becauſe ofthe puniſhment following ir, 

Thediſcouery of this deceit, is 

I. When vpon the cealing of the puniſhment, 
wee are cheered preſently , though ſtill both rhe 
guilt 20d filth of our ſinne ſticke in our conſci- 
ence. Like as the fooliſh boy is glad when the 
ſmarting plaiſter is of, though his ſore ſtillremaine 
vnhealed. Whereas if it were the innethat grieued 
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vs, our griefe, together with ourſinne, ſhould our- 
laſt the puniſhment. But if once wee haue any eaſe 
of our puniſhment , wee giue ouerour ſorrowing 
forthwith. Which {hewes that with thoſe Iewes, 
Hoſ 7.14, | We mourne only for our corne and oile, &c. 

Br” 2 Diſcovery is by the propertie of godly ſor- 
row, which isto make a man freſh, and nimble in 
his ſpirits for prayer , and other good duties, 
Whereas worldly ſorrow lies heauy like lead, vpon 
a mans heart, and will make a man ſleepe ſooner 
then pray ;as in J/oxas ſleeping in the middes of a 
terrible rempeſt, which droue cuen the prophane 
Mariners to prayer; and inthe Diſciples, who be- 
ing poſſeſſed with worldly ſorrow, were neither a- 
ble co watch one houre with Chriſt in prayer nor 
fit to heare that dorine which Chriſt otherwiſe 
was ready to hauetaught them. For ſo our Saui-| 
lok. 16, 12, | our told them : 7 hawe many things to ſay wnto you: 
but youare not able to beare them ; namely , becaulc 
their ſpirits were dulled and deaded with worldly 
ſorrow. Which euen in this ſenſe alſo , may be ſaid 
to cauſedeath ; though yet the oppolition of lite, 
:. Cor, 7. 10. | Which the Apoſtle maketh in that place. 2. Cor. 7. 
ſeemero reſtrainethe ſenſe to ſpirituall death. But 
itis truethat worldly ſorrow cauſeth-euen this na- 
turall death. Whereas godly ſorrow procures a 
ood conſcience, which js the very health of the 
nes, a continual feaſt. Euen in the very act of 
mourning is a mans heart light and cheerefull 
If then wee finde our ſenſes quickened, our ſpirits 
reuiued by our ſorrow , ſo that wee feele ir to giue 
wings to our prayers, which before lay groucling 
on 
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on the ground, then haue wee an argument it is 
ſound and good. For godly ſorrow is alwayes 
mixed with, nay, indeede procedes from faith, 
which in the apprehenſion of mercy , yeelds mat- 
terof ioy, to allay the bitterneſle of our teares. But 
if wee have no hearts to pray, it our ſorrow make 
vs ſpiritually beth dumbe, that we cannot ſpeake 
to God, and deate, that we cannot, with thoſe Iſrae- 
lites, heare God ſpeaking to vs ; then haue wee 
cauſe to ſuſpeX our ſorrow , as vnſound, and de- 
ceitfull, | 

2. Deceit of our ſorrow, when our ownepriuate 
ſorrow is couered with the title of ſorrow for the 
publique euils of the Church, where we liue. Vſu- 
ally ic talleth out, that every one of vs in particular, 
are interreſted in the publike calamities of the eſtate 
where wee liue, and ſoare pinched with the ſenſe of 
their ſmart. Hence many deceitfully imagine,they 
are grieued for the publike euills, when indeede it is 
no otherwiſe for the publike , then as they touch 
chem in particular. |, 


Here the diſcouery 1s. 

1. Inthe ſeparation of our owne cauſe from the 
Churches. As when it going ill with the Church, 
it goes well with vs in particular, If then wee can 
diſtaſt our owne private felicities, and call chem 
[cabods, as that good woman did herſonne, when 
the Arke was captiued, if then we are as penliue, as 
if wee our ſelues in our owne perſons ſuſtained that 
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which the Church doth, then it isan argument our 
oriefe is ſincere. As in Nehemiah, :whom his owne 


eaſe, andgreat grace, and authority inthe Kings 
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Court could nothing cheere, or comfort, in the 
common calamities ofthe Church of God, 

2. Where belides the common euills of the 
Churth : wee ſuffer ſome perſonall afflictions, that 
concerne vs ſolely. Itour griefe bee truely for the 
Churcheseuils, then in this caſe the ſenſe of gricte 
tor the publike euils will blunt the edge of our pri- 
uate ſorrow. A5in two diſeaſes of the body, the 
ſtone, and the goute, when they meere together,the 
gricfe of the ſtone, becaule 1: is the greater, dorh 
take away all ſenſe of the goute, becaule it is the lefle: 
ſohereina godly minde, the griefe for our owne 
priuate, is drowned in the greater griefe for the 
Churches publike diſtreſſes. But if it bee quite con- 
trary with vs,that we cannot feele the Churches mi- 
ſery,wee are (0 aftefted with the ſenſe of our owne, 
this is more then a preſumption , that when the 
Churches afflitions were our owne, wee mourned 
then for them, onely as our owne, and not as the 
Churches ; making the name of the Church onely 
a vizour,and imitating Polzs, that vnder the repre- 
ſentation of anothers griefe, truely and heartily la- 
mented the death of his owne ſonne. 

5 Aﬀettionis De//re. In the which alſo is a dou- 
ble deceit. 

i. Whenour vanatarall deſires arecloaked with 
the name of zaturall. Though mens deſires are in- 
finite and inſatiable, yet for all this vſually may 
deceiuethemfelues with this, that they delire only 
a competency, neither pouerty, nor riches, but 
onely Agurs conuenient portion. Now competen- 


cicis that which will not onely ſerue nature , bur 
thar 
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«| ſee whether it be ſo vſuall with our deſires, as they 
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that alſo which is fic for our -/fare and calling. 
And fo that which is but competent for oneeſtate 
and calling, as ſay a Magiltrate , is ſuperfluity tor 
another , as ſay a priuate man, Vell then, letvs 


pretend , that they confine themſelues within the 
bounds of mediocrity , and competency. The 


tryall will be this, if when they have that which is 
competent, they then reſt contented. For thereare 
three deſires. T he delire of nature, of grace, of cor- 
ruption. Nature will be content with little : grace 
with lefſe : but corruption is inſatiable. If then there 
beno hoe with our deſires, but when they haue got 
that which themſelues, at firſt would ſet downe as 
a matter of competency, yet they ſtill are like the 
crauing horſe-leaches, that cry Gize, give, it is an ar- 
gument,itis thedefire of corruption,not of nature, 
not of grace. Naturall thirſt is dilcerned from a- 
guiſh by this, that the naturall will be quenched 
with a draught, but the otheris further prouoked 
by drinking. So when men hall fay, Idefire _ 
a ſufficiency, if I had but ſomuch I ſhould be well 
apaid then, and yet when they have that, couct 
more greedily then euer betore z this is an ague, a 
dropſie, a diſeaſe 3 no naturall, no kindly thirſt. 
But heere the deceit of our deſires is ſo muchthe 
harder to be diſcouered, in that itis not ſoealie to 
define in cuery thing that which 1s competent. 
And ſo vnder e couer of competency, we quickly 
fallinto the ſnare ofpleaſure and exceſſe. This Saint 
Auſten excellently deſcribes in the deſire ot meates 


and drinkes, and by like proportion we may apply 
X 2 it 
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irto the deſice of any otherthing. While, ſaith he, 
<&« feeling the trouble of want, | make towards the quiet 
<ot fulneſle, inthe very paſſage trom the one to 
«the other, there lies in wait for mee the ſnare of 
<* concupiſcence. And whereas our health is the]. 
«cauſe of oureating and drinking, heereacertaine 
« dangerous pleaſure ioynes it ſelfe as a handmaid, 
< and yet for the molt part labours togoe before, 
& that it may ſeemeto be done for her ſake, whether 
*I ſay I doe, or would doe, for my healths ſake. 
« But there is not the ſame meaſure of both. For | 
<« that which is enough for health,is too little for de- 

«light. And iris often vncertaine whether the need 

* of my body craue more, or the voluptuous deceit 

« of my appetite.” At this vncertainty my vnhap- 

« py ſoulereioyceth, as at the matter of herexcule, | 
* and defence, being glad that it doth not appeare 

& whar is ſufficient for health , that ſo vnder the 

« pretence of health , ſhee may ſhadow her intem- 

* perancy. 

2. Deceit'is , when our carnal and worldly de- 
fires, are accounted of vs as ſpirituall, This deceit 
falleth out in this caſe, when in one, and theſelfe- 
ſame thing which we deſire, there is matter fit to 
gine contentment to both theſe deſires. As in S7- 
»on Magus , his delire of the gifts Apoſtolicall, be- 
lides the excellency of the gifts themſclues , fic 
matter for a holy deſire, there was alſo profit, and 
glory that might enſue, fit matter to prouoke the 
carnall deſire. Simon would ſceme to be deuont 
and holy , and to deſire the gifts for themſelues, for 


that worthy reckoning hee had of them. But Peter 
ſmelr 
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ſmelt out the cloſe deceit that lurked in his heart, 
andſaw that it was a fleſhly delire looking toward 
lucre.So the Apoſtle faith , He that deſireth the of fice 
of a Biſhop , defireth a worthy worke, Yet thar deſire 


| ' which many haue of it how deceitfullis it ? The 


; worke deſired is worthy : The deſirethereof in ma- 
_ moſt baſe and vnworthy : For though there 
bee fit matter in this office to kindle a holy and 


| piritnall deſire; namely, the beautie of the office ir 


(cite, Gods glory, and mans faluation, ſhining in 
the very face thereof : yet withall there is ſome 


namely, the hope of gaineina fat Benefice. Here a 
couetous Balaam will hide his baſe delire of the re- 
ward of the office, with pretence of a ſpirituall de- 
ire of the office it ſelfe. Such isthe deceit of thoſe 
that buy liuings vnderthis prerence, thatthey de- 
lireto exerciſe their gifts, which otherwiſe the ini- 

vity of the times being ſuch, they cannot have 
the vieof. Soalfoin the matter of marriage, this 
deceit is very vſuall, The party affeRted hath piety, 
matchable both to perſon and portion, and yet 
both theſe in good meaſure to. Heere one too 
much wedded to the world, or to the fleſh, will 
cloake his affetion to portion or perſon, witha pre- 
tence of affeftion to piety ; as though that had the 
preheminence in ſwaying of his deſires. Where hap- 
pily, if the neart bee truely ſearched, the contrary 
will appeare- 

The diſconery of this deceit is whenthe matte: 
that ſhould farishe the carnall delire being taken a 
way, there onely remaineth the inuiter, and inciter 

X 3 of 


matterto ſtirre vp acrooked and couetous delire; | 
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of the ſpirituall, and holy. Forif then wedefire nor, 
as teruently as before, we may iultly feare fraude in 
our deſires. Here cooled deltres are crafty, decaying, 
deceining, flinching, falſe. 
6.Confidence | G. AﬀeCtion 1s confidence. Where the deceit is, 
Chedeceit. |rothinke we truſt in God , when indeed wee truſt 
onely in the meanes, The deceit is, both when wee 
haue the meanes, and when wee want them. The 
deceit of both is diſconered by our behauiour to- 
(wards God in the preſence of the meanes. For it 
then wee giue ouer praying to God, or abate of 
our feruency In ſuing, and ſeeking to him for his 
helpe , wee may well doubt of our confidence. 
For if wee doe truely relie on GOD, as on him 
who is ſaficient without meanes, and without 
whom euen the moſt ſufficient meanes are alto- 
gether inſufficient, why then doe wee beginne ſo 
to ſecure our ſelues, and lay afideall feare , when 
once wee are fenced with the meanes ? Agpaine, 
hauing bin ſo confident and comfortable in the in- 
ioyment of the meane, if afterward in the time of 
danger , when the meanesfaile vs, wee looſe this 
confidence and ſhew our ſelues faint, and hart- 
leſſe cowards , this alſo is another conuiftion of 
deceir in our confidence. So both theſe wayes is 
our confidence found out to be deceitfull, both by 
exceſle of ſpiritin peace, and by want of ſpirit in 
trouble. 
* Thelikedeceits might be ſhewed in divers other 
affetions, But the worke growing bigger then 
1 thoughtit would, I forbeare. So much then ſhall 
ſufhce to haue ſpoken concerning thedeceitfulneſſe 
0 
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of theaffe&ions : as alſo concerning the whole do- 
arine of the deceitfulneſſe of the heart. 


Cnar. XXVYLI. 


of the greatneſſe of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, and of the 
cauſe of her deceitfulneſſe. 


H Auing thus ſpoken of the deceitfulnes of mans 
heart, it remaineth that now we ſhould ſpeake 
of thoſe three illuſtrations, which in the beginning 
we noted theProphet vſcd to ſet it forth by. 

The firſt is, fromthe greatneſle of this deceitful- 
neſſe. It is deceitful, faies the Prophet , tdboue all 
things. Aboueall things ? what aboue Sathan that 


old Serpent ? The meaning is not, that our hearts 
haue'more craft then Sathan , who is an old trained 
Souldier, and his Crafts-maſter in this Art, we be- 
ing but punies,and as of yeſterday vnto him,who is 
of many thouſand yeres ſtanding : bur that that de- 
ceit which is in our hearts, in regard of vs, and the 
dangerous conſequences thereof tovs, is greater, 
then that in Sathan, 

1. As to murther ones ſelfe is a greater matter, 
then to murther another, though he doenor vſcthe 
like cruelty in ftabbing, and wounding of himlſelte, | 
which is often vſed in the killing of others : So alſo. 
todeceine ones ſelfe ( which is alſoa ſpirituall kinde 
of murther)is a greater deceitthento deceive ano- 


| X 4 ther. 


Illuftratiss of 
the hearts de- 
ceitfulneſle, 


1. The great 


nefle of it, 
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I [ther. Ando inthis ſenſe the deceittulneſſe of our 
| hearts, may be {aidto beaboue Sathans , becauſeir 
' | . . . . . . 

| deceiueth it [elfe, rhough Sathan in his deceits bee 
farre more cunning and wily, 

2. This amplitiech the deceir , when the perſon 
deceiving , is our familiar friend, onein whom we 
repoſe ſpeciall prouidence. See Palme 55. 12. 13. 
Sois it heere. Sarhan is nothing ſo neere vs, as our 
owne hearts, that are parts of our ſelues. Sarhan is 
wirhout vs, and if wee reſiſt him by faith, hee flieth 
E trom vs, but our hearts are within vs, and though. 
wereliſt neuer lo much , yet this deceiuer ſtill ſtick- 
eth clolevnto vs, So that Sathan ſometimes leauc> 
Luke 4. 13, - | VS fora ſeaſon, and weeare not troubled with him, | 
or his deceits.But our owne hearts,they neuerlcaue 
vs, they dogge and follow vs at all times, in all pla- 
ces,vponall occalions, ſtilready furniſheth with de- 
ceit to beguile vs. 

3+ Ourowne hearts can deceiue vs of themſelues, 
without Sathan : Sathan cannot without our harts. 
' And therefore, in regard of vs, our owne hearts de- 
 ceitfulneſſe is farre the greater, as that which giueth 
Sathan all hisaduantage againſt vs. Hee could not 
deceive our Sauiour, becauſe there was no deceit in 
our Sauiours heart. 

The wſe. This muſt teach vs to account of our 
ſclues,as of our chiefeſt enemies wee are to contend 
| with, in this ſpirituall conflict, The Apoſtle ſtirres 
| vpto watchfulneſſe, and circumſpeRion, by ſetting 
| before vs the ſtrength of the Dinell, as being pow- 
 Epheſ.6.12. [ers andprincipalities, farre ſtronger then fleſh and 


bloud. But there, by fleſh and blond, the Apoſtle mea- 
neth 
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nerth, not ſo much the corraption'as the weakneſſe of 
our nature. As if he ſhould bave ſaid, wee haue nat 
onely to conflict with weake traile men, like our 
ſelues, that are but fleſh and bloud , but wich farre 
more powerfull and puiſſant aduerſaries, namely 
che Diuels. For the corruption of our hearrs is our 
greateſt aduerſary; this corrupt heart of outs is de- 
ceittull aboue all things, euen Sathan himſclte in 
| ſome {ort, as we haue ſhewed. And therefore, wee 
| muſt bend our forces againſt our ſelues, as well as 
againſt Sathan yea, the way indeedeto onercome 
| Sathan,is firſt to ouercome our ſelues : and we muſt 
{orake heedeto our ſelues, of other enemies, that 
| we muſt alſo rake heed of our ſelues as enemies. A 
thing worth the noting it is, that the inceſtuous 
perſon deliuered vp to Sathan, did yer repent, and 
come out of Sathans power. But men oncedcliue- 
red to themſelues, the luſts and deceits of their 
owne hearts, are branded out in the Scripture, as 
| men in a moſt fearefull and deſperate caſe. There- 
fore Paul in his owne perſon,deſcribing the ſpirituall 
| fight, and the aduerſary a Chriſtian is eſpecially to 
| incounter with, {ingles out the body of linne, this 
| naughty fleſh. 7 ft nor, faich the Apoſtle, zs beating 
: the ayre,and ſeeing no aduerſary, but I fee my aduer- 
ſary, and ſtrike at him. And who may this aduer- 
' fary be ? Hetels vs in the next words 3 7 beate downe 
| yy body, that is, notthis outward man, bur the body 
of ſinne, the maſle of corruption, both in the ſoule, 
and inthe body. 
| - The ſecondilluſtration,is from the cauſe of this de- 


ceitfulnefle ; namely, the wickedneſle of our hearts. 
The 
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| vpon wrong obieRs: in ſtead of bathing themſelues 
' inrheſiveet fountaines of lining waters, they ſwi- 
| nifhly lye tumbling in filthy and miry puddles. If in 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


The heart, faith the Prophet, is deceitfull aboue all 
things, and ewill in; this latter clauſe ſhewing the ' 
cauſe of thatſpoken inthe former. | 

Heretwothingsare to be cleared. 1.\What this 
illneſſe of the heart is. 2. How it is a cauſe of the 
hearts deceitfulneſle. | 

For the firſt; The heart is cuill, 3 I. Tovalh. 

2. Originally, 

1. Tris coally euill, and that two waies: Firft,the 
whole ſoule is in euill : And ſecondly, whole exill is in 
the ſoale. | 

1. The whole ſoule is euill, this gall of bitter- 
neſſe hath imbittered , this leuen hath ſowred, this 
leprelie hath infe&ed, not this part,or that, but ric 
whole, and every part. Euen from the vnderſtan-| 
ding, as it were the crowne of the head, to the afte- 
Aions, as it were the ſoales of the feete, there isno- 
thing but boyles and botches. Whereof read a moſt 
lively deſcription, Ezek. 16, In our Ynderſtanding 
there is a very ſea of ignorance, vncapableir is of 
things ſpirituall , and yet wiſe and witty in wicked- 
neſſe. The conſcience 1s full of blinde feares, terrors, 
and torments, or elſe ſeared and ſenſelefle. The me- 
mory ſlippery, and wateriſh, to receiue and reraine | 
any good impreſhions, bnt of marble firmeneſle, to | 
hold faſt that which is euill. The Will pliable and | 
obſequious tothe Diuell, in bis hands as waxe : but | 
ſtiffe and hard as clay in Gods. The afteftions allo | 
are wholly diſordered, peruerſly ſetting themſelues 
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the eye there be a beame of wickednes : O then, the 

| orcat ſtacke that is inthe heart! And ifthe congue, 
bur the inftrument of the hearr, be ſuch a world of 
wickedneſle,an vnruly euill; what then is the heart? 
| The whole frame of our hearts is contipually euill, 
| O the rout & rabble of filthy and impure thoughts 
' that lurke in that dungeon! Thetemple, it was once 
; of the Holy Ghoſt ; but now,as it fareth with many 
; materiall temples, which as it 1s reported, through 
| conetovſneſſe of incloſiers, are become fiables tor 
; horſes, ſo this glorious temple is become a ſtinking 
| ſtie,and ſtable of vncleane ſpirits, a cage of vncleane 
| birds, aden of theeues , areceptacle of all manner 
of pollution. 

IT. Allevill, the whole body of (inne, that is, the 
| feedes and ſpawnes euen of the vileſt corruptions 
areinthe heartof man. Naturally , the beſt of vs 
hauean inclineablenefle euento the moſt odious, 
and loathſome ſins. As in that Chaos at firſt creation, 
there were the ſeedesof all the creatures, fire, aire, 
water, heauen,ecarth, ſo in mans heart of all ſins. Vp- 
on which let but the ſpirit of Sathan moue, as once 
the ſpirit of God vpon the chaos,& withthe warmth 
of his temptations heatit, and no leſſe vgly mon- 
fters will proceed out of our hearts, then did once 
goodly creatures out of that Chaos, Hence it was 
that thoſe things which Dauid ſpake,of certaine vile 
notorious wicked ſiriners, that their throat was an 
open ſepulchre, the gall of aſþes was wnder their tongue, 
&c. areapplied by S. Payl to enery mothers childe 
of vs, For there is never a barrell better herring.Bur 
as the holy preuerbe is, As in water , face anſwereth 19 


face, 


_ Y 


—_— 


315 


Si trabes in #- 
culo flrwes in 
C0 rde, 


Pro. 27.19- 


316 | The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, | 
P 


ce, ſo doth the heart of man to man, Theimage of our 
face in the wateris no more like our face it ſelfe, then 
our heart is like the hearteuen of the vileſt monſter, | 
that ever was. And when wee ſee ſuch monſters in 
them, as in looking glaſſes, wee may ſee our (elues, | 
and the diſpoſition of our owne ſoule. And thus we | 
ſee how the hearr is totally euill. | 

2. It isalſo originally euill, Evill did not begin, 
firſt to pollute thy hand,thy eye, thy eare, or any of 
thy outwards part, but it began with thy hart,to ſeat 
aad neftle it ſelfe there, and from thence to diffuſe | 
and ſcatter it poyſon fnto the externall members. | 
Mat, 15.19 | Ont of the heart, (aith our Sauiour , come murthers, 4- | 
dulteries, thefts, blaſphemies,and ſuch like ſtuffe ; ern | 
as the rivers out of the ſea. This is the fountairc, | 
from whence all the ſtreames of corruption flow : | 
this is the wombe, in which all theſe/monſters are | 
conceiued : this is the ſhell, in wkich theſe cockatri- 
ces are hatched. Thus we ſee how we are ro vnder- 
ſtand this doctrine of the hearts wickedneſſe. 

The we. 1. Againſt the Papiſts,that doe ſomthing 
leſſen this wickedneſle, and wil, have ſome reliques 
of goodnefle to remaine, ſome freedome of will ro 
apply it ſelfe to good. IT. To teach vsallerue hu- 
miliation, in the light of our owne naturall detor- 
mitie.Nooutward ornaments ſhou!d ſo lift vs vp,as 
our inward filthines ſhould take vs down. Artthou 
troubled with pride? I can preſcribe thee no better 
remedy,then to looke vpon the face of thy heart, in 
theglafſe of the word. For there thou ſhalt ſee thy 
ſelfe ſuch an ougly, nalty, forlorne, miſhapen crea- 
ture,that thou canſt not chuſe but grow out of cor 

' with; 
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with thy ſelfe. Itis thy ignorance that maketh thee 
ſo proud. If thou kneweſt thy ſelfe what thou werr, 
and haddeſt eyesto ſee this {inke-hole, and what a 
dzale of baggage paſſeth daily through ir, thou 
wouldeſt beeaſhamed of thy ſelfe. God, is a Godof 
pure eyes,and cannottake any plealure in euill. And 
wiltthou then rake any pleaſure in thy ſelfe, being 
euill, and nought but euil]; yea, being buta very 


may be, be itneuer ſo faire, thy inſide is nought ; 
thou art bur like one of the Egyptian temples, very 
glorious and beautiful without, but enter in,and no- 
thing to be ſcene buta Serpent, or ſome ſuch vene- 
mouscreature. Such litcers and ſwarmes are there 


'in our hearts,of vaine,vile,baſe,filthy, and diſhono- 
'rable rhoughts, affetions, deſires. Very thorough- 


faires are they, for Sathans impure ſuggeſtions to 
walke vpand downe inzin regard ofmurtherous and 
malicious thoughts, very /aughter-houſes;in regard 
of vncleane luſts, very fkewes and brothel-houſes; in 
regard of the heat of boyling concupiſcence, very 
hot-houſes, and as the Prophet ſpeaketh, like a Ba- 
kers Owen. Shall any now bragge of his owne good 
nature, or crake with the Phariſce, that he isnot ſo 
bad as other men, hee is noextortioner, or opprel- 
ſour? &c. Yes, thou blind and boaſting Pharile, 
thou haſtthe ſeedes of extortion, and oppreſſion in 
thee; yea, and of ail other ſinnes beſides. And theſe 
would breake forth in thee, did not God by his wiſe 
and powerfull prouidence reſtraine thy corruption. 
By Nature, the beſt, the mildeſt, and meckett man is 


a very Tigerand Lion. and wouldeſt thou _ nt 
that 


ſtinking dunghill of euill? Whatſoeuer thy our-ſide | 


Hoſea, 7, 4. 


1, Cor. 3.20, 
expounded, 
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that Lion to beof a betternature then his fellowes, 
who therefore does no hurt as they doe, becauſe he 
is not looſe as they are, but chained vp ? Where 
Gods renewing grace hath nor changed our nature 
it is onely the powertull eſtate of his prouidence, 
which keepeth men from the very ontrage of villa- 
ny. Shall we then be proud, becauſe we are free from 
thoſe offences, into which others breake forth, and 
thinke we are made of ſome better mould? Nay,our 
nature is as vntoward, and as deeply poyloned with 
rebellion as theirs. Therefore rather [ſhould we be 
humbled in ſeeing them. For,as was ſhewed in them 
wee may ſee ourſelues what weare. Peraduenture 
thou haſt ſome good parts of wit, memory, &c. to 
commend thee. Yet forall theſe, thy heart is cuill, 
Je a ſpirituall change, ſo much the worle, 

y how much theſe partsare the better. Euen as 
the more fruitfullche ſoyle 1s, ſo much the more will 


it abound with thiftles, vnleſle it betilled. And he 


Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe. [ that is, ſuch as 
excell in naturall gifts,that arethe choiſeſt and moſt 
picked men ;; euen the very flowre of the reſt ] chat 
they are vaine. 

III. Heere Parentsand all they who ſtand char- 
ged with the education of youth , muſt remember 
their duty. The heart of manin generall, the heart 
of all mankinde is ſtrangely and ſtrongly wicked. 
Euen in the heartof a young child, as Salomon ſaies, 
thereis a bundell and packeof folly laid vp. And 
as Moſes ſaies, the thoughts of mans heartareeuill, 
even from his childhood. This corruption then of 
nature muſt be ſubdued betimes, elſe it will grow ” 

that 


—_—— * a —_ 


| The deceitſulneſſe of mans heart. 


that head, that it will bee incurable. Looke what 
Skill and dexteritie is required to tame a wilde beaſt, 
which had neede begone about very early , whiles 
itis but alittle whelpe;the ſame, nay farre greater is 
required to tameand mecken this wild,this woluiſh 


table ro Gods hand. 


as g90d hearts as the beſt. What is the reaſon then 
they haue ſo bad tongues ? Ont of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. When I ſee the ſmoake 
comming out at the top ofthe chimney, ſure] am 
there is ſome fire on the harth, When the flouds of 
corruption come guſhing out at thy eyes, cares, 
hands, mouth, there muſt needes bee a fountaine 
within thy heart. For it is the heart that is original- 
ly evill. And therefore excellently Salomon having 
deſcrib<d the wickednes of fome mens cies, mouths, 
feete,hands,at laſt giuing the reaſon thereof, ſaies, 
Lewd things are in thine heart. Andin another place, 
hauing ſaid th. the thoughts of the wicked are abomina- 
tion to the Lord; headdeth by way of oppolition, but 
the words of the pure are pleaſant. The oppoliton ſeem- 
eth rather to require that hee ſhould haue ſaid , Bur 
the thoughts :Bur by this kinde of oppolition Sale- 
mon would teach , that the words of our mouthes 
areaccording tothe thoughts of our hearts. And 
therefore it is idle totalke of a cleane heart, when 
thou haſt a foule mouth, 
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and lioniſh nature of ours, that it may become tra- 


' 
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IV. This ferues totake away the excuſe which is | 
ſo rife in the mouths of many,thar when they ſwear, | 
ſpeake vainely,or do otherwiſe amiſſe, yet they haue | 
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&iſe of repentance. That mult firſt bee reformed, 
which was firſt deformed. Now, as we haue ſhewed 
che heart is originally euill, that is the treaſury and 
ſtore-houſe of wickedneſſe : Therefore the firſt 
thing in repentance, muſt be therinling and clean- 
ſing of the heart. If ſinne had begunne in thy out- 
ward man, then ſhould thy reformation alſo. Bur 
Eves heart was poyloned before hereye. And ther- 
fore I doe not fo well like their aduiſe,that wiſh men 
in repentance to beginne with outward abſtinence 
from {inne, as theeahter, and ſo by degrees to come 
to the inward mortification of it. Hee were an vn- 
Skiltull Phy lician, that when the head-ach is cau{cc 
by the diſtemperature of the ſtomacke,would app!y 
outward remedies to the head, before hee has ;-ur. 
ged the ftomacke, where lies the matter that feedes 
the diſeaſe. The hearr, as our Sauiour teacheth, is an 
euill treaſury, ſurcharged with the ſuperfluities of all 
wickedneſſe;and hence flowes corruption, and hath 
a continuall eruption inthe outward man. So that 
it is impoſlible, the outward man, or actions thereof 
ſhould be reformed, as long as the heart remaines 
vnpurged.Thingsin themſelues good,comming yet 
from an vncleane heart, are naught. Therefore S9- 
lomonexcellently ſayes , that not onely the pride of 
wicked mens eyesand hearts, but cuentheir very 
plowinggthat is, whatſoever they do in things lawful, 
as eating, drinking, ſleeping ; yea in the ſervice of 
God,is ſinne, Liſten we then rather to the Prophets 
counſell z 0 eruſalem waſh thine heart, and to the A. 
poſtles,Cleanſe your hearts you ſinners.[.et none thinke 
they are reformed enough,whe they haue brought 

their 


PS. The deceitfullneſſe of mans heart. 


their outward man to ſome ciuill conformity , their 
hearts yet inwardly ſwelling againe, til they arcrea- 
dy to burſt, with aboundance of cuill and noyſome 
luſts. No, the heart, asitis the fountaine of this na- 
turall life, and as at firſt it was the fountaine of a /in- 
fell life : ſo alſo muſt it be the fountaine of a irituall 
life;zthat as in the motion uf the primum mobile inthe 


| withit: ſo heere, the heart being ſpiritually moued 


and natural zeale,&c. Thereafter therefore as finne 


heauens, all the inferior ſpheres are moued rogether | 


by the holy Ghoſt,in the work ot conuerſion,all our 
outward parts may mooue together with itz euery 
one of them receiuing fro it, as from a good treaſu- 
ry,their ſeuerall portionsof goodnes. Mat.1 2. Pro.4. 

So much for the firſt point, what this wickedneſle 
is. The ſecond is, that this wickedneſle of the heart 
is the cauſe of thisdeceitfulnefle : which is the mea- 
ning of the Prophets coniunCttion of wickedneſle, 
with deccitfulneſle inthis place. For this property 
of deceitfulnefle is by the Apoſtle giuen roſinne: 
and ſo our hearts come to be deceitfu!l , as they are 
defiled with (inne. Forſinne blindes the minde, and 
ſo makes it eaſie to bee deceived, and to miſtake. 
Welſee howealily blinde 7/aack miſtooke the yon- 
ger ſonne for the elder. As ealily are our blinde harts 
deceiued, miſtaking the motions of the fleth for the 
ſpirit,ſuggeltionsof Sathan, for the voice of the  0- 
ly Ghoſt, pretences and colours of zeale, for true 


is more or leſſe in the heart, ſo is deceit, The moſt 
godly men, by reaſon they are not wholly tree from 
finne, haue alſo experience of this geceitfulneſſe. 
Butthe deceitfulneſſe of wicked mens hearts is farre 
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| grearer,by reaſonthat (inneinthem is farre greater, 
even in his full trength and vigor; butin the godly 
[inne isas it were wounded in thehead, and crazed 
inthe braine,and (o leſſc able ro deceiue. The Scrip- 
ture calls (innein the godly, the o/d man, Now olde 
men, thatare ready ro dote forage aretwice chil. 
dren, and haue no great ſtore of craft. 

This mult teach vs, as we deſire inthe profefſion 
of relivion,not to be deceiued by our owne he:rts, 
ſo to purge, to rinſe, and renew them daily by rc- 
pentance, not ſuffering the leaſt ſino be harboured 
there. For if we haue ancuill heart , affeing and 
nouriſhing but any one linne, this heart will deceive 
vs intheend,whatſoeuer be our profeſſion of religi- 
on.ludzs may be an example for vs, His heart was an 
euillheart,a couetous hart, euen inthe greateſt heat 
of his following Chriſt, andpreaching the Word, 
Therfore alſo it proued a deceitful heart, and at laſt 
betrayed him into the hands of that fearefull fin of 
berraying his Maſter, Neither is there any other 
reaſon why thoſe forward and feruent ones, in the 
parable of rhe ſtony ground fall away, but the want 
of a good and honeſt beart , which onely they that are 
figured by the laſt kinde of ground haue. For as an 
honeſt man will not deceiue another, with whom, 
ſo neither will at honeſt heart deceiue the man him- 
ſelfe in whom itis. This was the. reaſon that Pha- 
r40h, and other, their fits of gadlineſle did not laſt, 
becauſethere was no true change of their naughty 
and corrupt hearts. Remember we then the Apo- 
ſtles warning , Take heede leaſt there bee in you an euill 


heart, 80 depart away from the lining God. Where there 
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is an vnſound heart, there will be Apoſtacy in the 
end,whatſoeuer ſhowes be made. For an euill heart 
is alwaies a deccitfull heart. 

Againe, this muſt turther teach vs not to truſt 
them,in whom we do diſcerne aneuill and vnſound 
heart, let their outward ſhowes be neuer ſo glori- 
ous. For an cuill heart will deceive the man him- 
ſelfe in whom it is, much more will it deceiuc o- 
thers. How nowcan any man ſafely repoſe any 
confidence in an vnregeneraze friend or ſeruant, 
whoſe hearts arceuill and varenewed,though other- 
wiſe neuer ſo ciuilly honeſt? What aſſurance can I 
haue of kim , that hath none of himlelfe ? Or how 
ſhould I thinke he would not deceiue me, who in the 
end muſt needs deceiue himſelte ? 
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of the nſearchableneſſe of the heart, and of ſixe notes 
to diſconer it. 


F the two former il;uſtrations of the hearts de- 
ceirfulneſlſe, the greatneſſe of it, rhat it is deceit- 
full aboue all things, and the cauſe of it, that it is wic- 
ked,we hane ſpoken : The third illuſtrarion followes, 
which is from the wnſearchableneſſe of it. Who can 


know it ? that is, few or none can know, not onely 
others, but not their owne hearts. 

Obie. This may ſeeme to be againſt that of the 
Apoſtle; No man knoweth what is in man,. ſaue God, and 


aſt, 
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i.Cor 2 11. |the ſpirit of man. cAnſmw. Man knoweth his inward | 
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Pco. 25. 3. 


Plul. 2, 


raoughts, purpoſes, and deſires, but theframe and 
diſpolition of his heart hee knowes not, nor yet al- 
wayes the qualities of thoſe thoughts, whither they 
rend, what ſecrer.deceit lies, and lurkes in them, He 
thinkes thatlawful,which is indeed vnlawful. Ther- 
tore Danil cried out, Who knoweth the errours of his 
life? Asit fareth wita the eye, which ſeeing other 
things, ſees not it ſelfe , northe face wherein it {tan- 
deth, ſo isit with our hearts, knowing other things, 
yet ignorant of themſelues, [trangers at home. \ ee 
know not what wee are in preſent, much lefle what 
wee {hall be hereafter, intryalland temptation. So 
that that which Salomon ſpeaketh of Kings hearts. 
The heaucns in height , and the earth in deepeneſſe, and 
the Kings heart, can no man finde out, in regard of their 
ſecret proie&s and delignes, is true allo of all our 
harts,in regard of their ſecret wickednes. Men think 
indeed that they know themſelues wel enough. And 
it is growne into a Prouerbiall kinde of ſpeech, 1 
know it as well as my ſelfe. Whereas in truth there 
is nothing wherein we are more ignorant. An eui- 
dentargument whereof is that pride and ſelfe-plea- 
ſing,that naturally is in vsall. If thou haddeſt once 
ſeene what an vgly & deformed facethy heart hath, 
if thou kneweſt what horrible filthines and corrup- 
tion wereencloſed inthy heart , this would humble 
and abaſe thee, both before God & manzthis would 
bring thee quite out of heart , and conceit with thy 
 elfe, and make thee according to the Apoſtles pre- 
| cept,thinke thy ſelte worſethen any other. But alas, 
how ſwell wee in'a conceit of our owne excellency ? 
how 
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how ſtretch we out our plumes ? how deſpiſe wee 0- 
thers in regard of our ſelues ? when yer it wee 
thoroughly ſaw the cloſe corruptions of our owne 
hearts, wee ſhould thinke the worſt better then our 
ſelues. Yea in our very praters,ſpeaking to God, how 
farreare we from therrue humbling, bowing, and 
| proſtrating our ſpirits before the Lord ? Whereas if 
wee ſaw and felc our pouerty and milery, we [ſhould 


the rich man. The poore man, laith Salomon, ſpeaketh 
ſupplications. \When a man comesabroad with his 
face full of ſpots, irisa ligne that hee knowes not of 
them , that hee did not vſethe looking g/laſſe before 
| hecame out. A farre more certaine [1gneit is, that 
as yet we haue not in the Law ſcene the faces of our 
hearts, when we can ſo boldly and impudently come, 
both into Gods and mans preſence, with grofſe cor- 
ruptions vawathen out. hen 7ob law in Gods glo- 
ry as in a glaſle, his owne corruption, how was he 
preſently meekened ? then helayes the hand on the 
mouth, abhorres himſelte in duſt and aſhes, and vi- 
lifes himſclfe ro the full. Petey alſo vpon like occa- 
ſion cries out, Depart Lord from me, 1am 4 finfull man. 
| According to our humility is our knowledge of our 
| ſelues. The more we ſee our corruption, the greater 
| will be our humility. When Paul ſaw the filthy pud- 
dle of concupiſcence that was in him, then was he 
throughly taken down indeed. Betore heſeemed to 

bealiue to himſelfe, butrhis ſo galtly a (ſight of the 

filthy viſage ofhis owne keart,as at the firſt conuer- 

ſion it almoſt ſtroke him dead, ſo long after itmade 
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ſpeake to God,as the poore beggarly wretch doth to 
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him cry ous, 4 am carnall : Miſerable man that 1 am. 
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| Ourgreat pride therfore argues great ignorice,our 


| little humility, bur lictle knowledgeof our own harts 


The w/c. 1. Let vs not beare out our {clues too 
much vpon any mans judgement. Forif we know 
not our ſelues,and ſo may be deceiued in our ſelues, 
much leſſe then can others know vs, and fo farre 
more ealily may they be deceiued in vs. 7 indge not 
my ſeife, (airh the Apoltle, for though 1 know nothing 
by my ſelfe, yet am Inot therby iu/lified. He that iudgeth 
me is the Lord, whois greater then our hearts. E- 
ven the beſt have many ſecret fauits, which they 
{py not, and therefore haue need to pray, Zordclenſe 
vs from onr ſecret ſins, Though our owne hearts con- 
demne vs not, yet may wee not pleaſe our ſelues 
caercin, but ill dread wee the ſecret deceit of our 
hearrs, ſo vaſt gultes that the bottome can hardly be 
ſounded. As Socrates in reading 2 booke gaue this 
cenſure,thole things which I vnder{tand,were good; 
ſo alſo, I thinke, were thoſe things | vnderſtood not: 
ſo in iudging of our hearts, contrarily, that which 1 
have found out and doe diſcerne in my heart, is ex- 
ceeding ill, ſo I thinke is that alſo which as yet I doe 
not diſcerne. By that little we haue already found 
out, ſhould we iudge of the reſt. 

[I. Hereis comfort for Gods children , who ſee. 
ing their owne corruptions, are exccedingly caſt 
downe, and affrighted with ſo fearefulla fight. But 
wee muſtlearne to diſtinguiſhibetween corruption 
ſeene, and the ſecing of corruption. The corruption 
| which we ſeeoffereth matter of diſcomfort: but the 
ſeeing of corruption yeeldeth great comfort, For 
here the Prophet tellech vs, that no man can know 

it, 
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it, namely of himſelte, and by the light of his owne 
reaſon onely. An argument therefore that God 
hath anointed thy cies with ſpirituall eye-ſalue is, 
when hee hath thus inabled thee to ſec thine owne 
corruption. Comfort thy ſelfe then in this work of 
Gods mercy, and aſſure thy ſelfe zhat that God who 
hath given thee to ſee, will giuechee alſo in time, to 
ſubdue thy ſeene and diſliked corruptions. 


III, This muſt teach vsto trauell with our owne | 


hearts,in bringing them to a ſight of their owne cor- 
ruptions. If we be admoniſhed of ſome man, with 
whom weconuerſe, that he is falle and hollow, how 
will wee labour ro finde him out, and dete@ him ? 
The Scripture hath given vs warning of our owne 
hearts,that they are deepeand deceittull beyond all 
meaſure. Doth it not then ſtand vs in hand to labor 
to finde out this deceit and wickedneſſe 2 What a 
(hameis this, that man who flies vp into the hea- 
uens,and deſcends down into the deeps, and knows 
all other things,ſhould yet onely not know himſelfe? 
that he ſhould dig in the belly of theearth for gold 
and (ilver, and ſhould notdig in his owne heart, to 
purge outthedrofle which hath corrupted all that 
gold which grew there atthe firſt ? 

Heere none may diſcourage himſelfe with theſe 
words, who can know it ? for they argue not an vtter 
impoſſibilitie, but an exceeding difficultie. Which 
ſhould ſharpen our deſires and endeuours , for the 
getting of this knowledge. 

For firſt, there are certaine diſcoueries, whereby 
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euen others may come to the knowledge of our 
hearts in ſome meaſure. And ſecondly, inthe word 
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| very poyſon of their blaſphemy in the face of God 
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of God thereare infallible Notes, whereby exami- 
ning our hearts, wee our ſelucs may know them, | 
v.hen others cannot ſo well, E | 

For the firſt. There are {ixe moreſpeciall meanes 
of triall, and diſcouery of our hearts. 

1. Is the revelation of Gods word, whether the Law, 
or Golpell, For whereas corruption lay aſleepe in| 
vs before, the ſound ofthe word awakens, and inra- | 
gesit. When 1 would hane healed Iſracl; namely, by | 
the admonitions and rebukes of the word, then the | 
| iniquity of Ephraim was diſ-ouered, faith the Prophet. | 
| Before the Law came, Paul felt linne more quiet, as | 
if tc had beenedead : butſaies he, when the Law came, | 
them ſinne reuined, The like our Sauiour {hewes of 
the Goſpel,that when it comes, it ſets men togetaner | 
by theeares, onely becauſe it worketh vpon their 
corruption , which being by this meanes exaſpera- 
ted, ſhewes it ſelfe. 

2. Is affliction both prinate and perſonall, as alſo 
publiquein the perſecution ofthe Church. The ſea, 
' when iris calme weather, is as ſtil] and quiet asany 
riuer: butler the windes onceriſe, and you lhall ſee 
a difference. Then you ſhall ſee nothing but raging 
and ſtorming,and foming out mire & dirt. In peace 
wicked mens corruptions lie hid, then they will car- 
ry themſclues to God and man , more moderately: 
but let God lay afflition on them, and then as Sa- 
than falſely charged 106, ſee if they will not ſpit the 


himſelfe. Yea, the regenerate man himſelfe would 
hardly thinke there were ſo much infidelity, impati- | 


ency, frowardnes,rebellion, nou: | 
0 


ee 
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| tions, becauſe taey ſerueto try vs, what is in vs, and 


Moſes telleth the Iſraelites, God theretore humbled 
them with want, to prouctaem, and to know what 
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was in them, that is, to make knowne. Heere was 
thetriall of Ldbrahams (ound heart, when God laid | 
that croſle vpon him, that greeuous commande- 
| ment of killing his onely fonne with his own hands, 
' Now 1know, ſaith God gon feareſt me, that is, as An- | 
 fenexpounds it: Now 1 hauc madeitknowne, For | 
God is ſaid ro know, when he makes vs to know:and | 
in ſuch ſpeeches, hee tels vs of his owne working of 
' knowledge in vs,not of his owne knowledge. So we 
| lay a joyful day,and ſad weather,onely becauſe of the 
effects in vs. For did not God know before, that :_4- 
braham teared him ? yes well enough. But Abraham 
did not know it before ſo clearely and eertainly. For, 
' by meanes of this triall hee came to know himlelfe. 
For,vſually man thinketh he can doe that which in- 
deede he cannot,and contrarily. lt is then as if God 
| ſhould haueſaid ; Now haue i made the world, and 
' thine owne conſcience know thou feareſt me ; Now 
Thave given thee athorough triall of the integrity 
| of thine owne heart. Herealſo was the triall of 7bs 
200d heart. Though inhis proſperitie he hadtrial of 
itby his many good workes, wherein he was as rich 
a5 in his otherriches, yet wee ſee how {landerouſly 
the Diuell impeached it as mercenary ;' Doeth 1ob 


ſerne God for nowght? Theretorethat he might by 
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a more thorough proofe of his integritie, all his 
outward proſperitie was taken from him. And then 
how meeke, how patient was hee ? no murmuring, 
no grudging , but the Lord hath given, and taken, 
bleſſed bee his name. Hee did not then ſay (as Chry/o-| 


that were wontto becloathed with the fleece, and 
to be fed with the fleſh of my cattell ? If not for my 
ſake, yet for ſuch poore ones, my flockes might haue 
becne ſpared. And fo obs graces ſhined more glo- | 


. * | 
riouſly , when his houſes were ouerthrowne,, then | 


when the doores of them were ſet open for t!:: 


poore to enter in 3 when his flockes were ſto!!cn 
from him, then when the poore were ſuſtained by 
them. Forthen hee (hewed loue to men : but now 


he ſhewed a more ſpeciall kinde of loue and obedi- 
 enceto God. For as in the Olympicke games, the | 


people might farre better iudgeof thefeature , and 
clegancy of thefenſers bodies, when they were na- 
ked, then when their cloathes were on : ſo may wee 
then beſt iudge of our {clues, when God hath ſtript 
vs ſtarke naked of all che garments of our outward | 
glory and proſperitie. | 

But a farre more excellent triall, are the common 
affliions of the Church in perſecution. For as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of herelies, ſo is ittrue alſo of 
perſecutions, that they muſt needs bee, that the appro-. 
wed may bee made knowne. T 0 this purpoſe excellent 
is the ſpeech of old Simeonto the Virgin, That childe 
& appointed for a ſigue to bee ſpoken againſt, that the 
thoughts of many hearts may bee opencd. Therefore 
Chriſt muſt bee contradifted, and oppoſed by the 


high 
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high Prieſts and gouernours of the people, thar ſo 
|the hidden hypocrite of thoſe which betore fol- 
| lowed him, and cried 0/anna, might bee derteted, 
as alſo thoſe theirperuerſe and vaſound thoughts 


of cleauing to Chrilt ,-if he had proued a temporall 
[\King, and had brought temporall felicitie. Loe 
'then a knife to open the hearts belly, the knife of 
perſecution. Here was the triall of Nicod:mus, and 
| Toſeph of Arimathea , with whom it fared in their at- 


| 


| 
| 


 fetion to Chriſt, as with 79/ephthe ſonne of 1:cob, | 


| tn his aftetion to his brethren. YVhen be ſaw chem 


| inanguiſh and diſtrefſe, then hee could concea!e| 


| his affetion no longer, but cryed out, 7 42 loſeph 
| your brother, For a brother , faith Salomon , is borne 
for aJuerſitie. Namely , then to diſcover his affe&i- 
on, if hee have any. So when theſe two faw the vn- 
juſt and cruel] dea'ings of the Prieſts with Chriſt 


their elder Brother ; then, though before they were| 


| butcloſe Diſciples, and one could hardly tell what 
to make of them, yer then they maniteſted them- 
ſelues, then their loue, their zeale, and hearty affe- 
Qion to Chriſt brake foorth. For, as Salomon difco- 
uered the true Mother from thefalſe, by taking a 
ſword to cut the childe in two ; fo doe perlecu- 
tours diſcover true children of the Church from 
falſe, when by the ſword of perſecution they ſtrike 
at their Mother. O there bee many of vs in theſe 
daies of peace, that make great {howes : When the 
Fanne comes, it ſhall appeare whether we bechafte, 
or wheate. The houſe built on the fand, carries as 
gooda ſhow, as the houſe builr on the rocke, and in 


a clcere ſun-ſhine day gliſters as gallantly ; but the 
| windes, 


| 


= 


fn 
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windes, and tempeſts when they are vp,will quickly 
lhew the difference. Whena ſcruing man followes 
rwo men walking together, we cannot tel who is his 
Maſter,till they part : ſo when the Goſpell, and our- 
ward proſperity goe together, it is hard to iudge. 
whether otthem we follow, till God make a ſepara- 
tion of them by perſecution. A Wolte may teyne 
nimſeltero bea [heepe, by wearinga ſheepes skin; 
but let his fliece bee ſhorne, it wil neuer grow a- 
gaine, andthereby hee will ealily be diſcovered to 
be no true ſhecpe, For the true ſheepes wooll will 
grow againe after ſhearing. And ſo will Chriſts 
(heepe, after they haue beene ſhorne by perſecuti- 
on. SO a Parrot can counterfait mans voice by! 
let it be beaten, and then it will fall to it owne nat: 
rall voice. 

Now as by affliftion we may iudge of our heart; 
tor the time preſent, what they are, ſo allo for the 
time #o come,what they will be, For impaticacy in pre- 
ſent aduerſity, argues there will be inſolency in future 
Chap. zo, | profperiiy;and fo dilcouers that deceit whereof wee 
[pake; namely, that if wee were in a moreplentiful! 
and richer eſtate, wee ſhould bebetter , then now 
we are. 

\. Diſcovery, | J- Triallis by proſperity, nothing inferiour to the 
oy proſperity. | former by aduer/itie. For as ſome like ſnayles puth 
out their hornes til they bee touched : fo others 
with Jonathan follow chaſe well, till they come 
where honey is. Nay, manythere are whom affli- 
Ctionhathnot detected, that peaceand profperitic 

hath. The Parable of the Sunne and the Winde 

is knowne. Some of thoſe in Lucene Maries daies, 

who 
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who kept their garments of faith and good con- 
| ſcience faſt on, forall the ſhaking of the boiſterous 
windes, which then raged moſt fiercely , yet atter- 
ward by the flattering raies of that (ſweet ſun-ſhine, 
which followed,weretiſed to vnbutton themſelues, 
| and throw off their coats, at leaſt to weare them 
' more looſely : How chaſte was David in his atMiRti- 


| ons ? If an hundred Batthebaes had then mer himin 


' the wilderneſle, hee would not much haue beene 
moued. Bur wee know afterward, when he wasat 
reſt in his Kingdome, how fearefully he was foy- 
| led. So that, that which once thoſe women ſang 
' of Saul and Dawid, by way of ioy and congratulati- 
| on, may weas truly (ing of theletwo trials, by way 
of mourning and lamentation. Aducrlity hath 
flayen his thouſands, proſperity tenne thouſands. 
Thele two of all others are the foreſt trials, and haue 
greateſt force of deteRing ; eſpecially, when they 


| come both together, as inthe three children; who 
| at once weretryed , both by the ſweetneſle of the 


mulicke, toenchant their ſenſes, and by the ter- 
rour of the fire toaffright and aſtoniſh their hearts, 
And ſo haue many holy Martyrs beene tried both 
wayes, both by the threatnings, and by the faire 
and large promiſes of their aduerfaries. Contrary 
to that God gaue in charge to Zaban to ſpeake 
neither exill nor good to Jacob, that is, neither by 
flattery, norforcero goe about to bring him backe 
againe, And this argueth notable ſoundneſle in- 
deede, when in both theſe tryals together , wee can 
acquit our ſclues. As in the Baptiſt neither ouer- 


come with Herods priſon, nor with the peoples con- 
ceiting 
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ceiting of him to beethe Aeſ5iah. In Paul and Bay- 
z#abas allo, ſtanding out both againſt the propoſte- 
rousaffetion of the Lycaonians, when they would | 
haneDeified them,and againſt their diuelliſh rage, 
when they would have ſtoned them, In Danze! like-! 
wiſe, whom neither the Zzoxs denne, nor the Kings 
tamours and hononrs could any whit corrupt.Good | 
gold putitinto the fire, and there it will bepurged' 
andrefined : into the water, and there likewilc it | 
willſhine brighter. So a good man, when hee is in | 
the furnace of afflition,there he will leaue much of 
his drofſe behinde him: and when he flouriſheth in ! 
outward bleflings, they, together with his inwarc 
graces, ſhall bee as a iewell hung vpon a golden, 
caring ; he will verifie Salomons Prouecrbe, The crowv1e 
of wiſe men ts there riches. Butthe vnſound Chri | 
ſtian it like to clay. It will quickly bee ſcorched, 
and dried vp in the fire ; and it will ſoone melt a- 
way and bee diflolued in water. As afflition 
would diſcouer his infidelity , diſtruſt in God, im- 
patience, rebellion, &c. ſo a proſperous and flou- 
riſhing eſtate will bewray his pride, inſolency, con- 
tempt of, and cruelty againſt his poore brethren, 
belides his wantonnefſle, voluptuouſneſle,vncleane- 
neſſe;zall which lay ſmothered inafflition, like as 
poyſon doth in the Snake, while hee is benummed 
with cold. Let a manchandle a Snake then, and he 
ſhall not feele his Ring z ſo one would thinke it 
were a harme'eſle creature : but bring him to the 
fire, and then touch lim when hee is well warmed, 
and chou [halt know he hath a ſting. So oftentimes 
many corruptions, as cruelty, ambition, luxury, 
are 
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rity,once open a way to their wickedneſle , and fur- 
niſh them with meanes and occaſions of doing 
| wickedly, and then they will vnfold their naugh- 
| tinefle at large, and fully ſhew themſelues what 
they are. What an humble man was Sax! betore he 
was King, and inthefirlt beginnings of the King- 
dome ? but afterward being confirmed in his King- 
dome, whatatyrant proucd he? Therefore, it is ſaid 
| that Saul raigned but two yeeres , becauſe after 
the two firſt yeeres, though he held the gouern- 
ment ſtill in his hands, this deceitftull heart was dil- 
couered, and he did nolonger raigne, but tyran- 
nize.So was it with Ners alſo, for the firſt hue yeres, 
| whom rule and domination diſcouered to bea ve- 
.ry monſter of nature. So truely it is ſaid, that in 
| place of ruleand government , a man may quickly 


| ſhew himſelfe what he is. Strong drinke trieth the 
| braine: and hard meate the ſtomocke. When wee 


cannot drinke of the wine of outward felicity , but 
wee grow drunken and giddy-headed,and begin to 
' play reakes, it is a ſigne wee haue weake braines. 
When we know not how to 4igeſ# our felicity, but 
{it cauſetha kinde of windineſſe, a riling and ſwel- 
ling of pride and ambition in our mindes , rhisar- 
gueth exceeding great imbecillity 3 And ſurely, 
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that being asked what they would be, if they had 

aboundance of riches and honours , they might | 
truely returnethat anſwere, Tell mee if thou wert «| 
Lion , what wouldeſt thou bee : which in effeCt is as | 
much as to ſay, that they would bee as cruell as the 
Lion. This is an euident diſcovery of a corrupt hart. 
Now as theenioyment, ſo alſo the poſſibility, and 
hope of cnioying theſe outward profits and plea. 
ſures, is no ſmalltryall. Many can no ſooner heare | 
{weere wordes and flattering promiſes of prefer-| 
ment and promotion, as it were the melody ot 
Nabnchadnezzars inftruments, but ouercome there- | 
with, they preſently fal downe,and worſhip the Ba-| 
byloniſh Idoll. Demas, though he had continued a 

while in ſuffering with Par, yet when the wor'c 

like a trumpet, preſented her ſelfein all her glory 
to his eye,bewitched with her beauty , hee left Pas! 
and the hopes of the world to come, and mbraced | 
this preſent world. Moſes contrarily , though hee 
might eaſily haue aduanced himſelte, being the 
adopted ſonne of the King of Agypts daughter, 
yer herelinquiſhed all his hopes in the Court, and | 
torſooke all his poſhbilities of preferment,and claue 

to the aflited Church of God. Among the ma- | 
ny grieuvus trials of thoſe worthies in the olde Te-| 
ſtament, itis worth the marking, howthe Apoſtle | 
hath ioyned together thetriall by the offer of pro- 
ſperity, with the ſoreſt trialls of perſecution. They 
were ſtoned, they were hewen aſunder , they were temp- 
ted, they were ſlaine with the ſword. Loe how the A- 
poltle rankes the tempting, and alluring wordes 
of the aduerſaries, promiſing the Martyrs if = | 


woul 
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-| wouldrecant?, aboundance of theſe earthly things, 


among their bloudy and boyſterous deedes, how 
he yoakes their tiling tongues, with their terrifying 
ſtones,ſawes,ſwords. If then in ſuch a caſe, wee can 
ay with Damel, O King, keepe thy gifts to thy ſelfe, 
and with the Fig-tree and Oliue , ould 1 leaue my 
ſweetneſſe, my fatneſſe , toraigne: if for the conſcience 
of the truth, we can neglect proferd profits, the tri- 


theracke. 

IV. Triall is by the inequalitie of carriage. It is 
hard foran hypocrite ſo to carry himſelfe , but at 
ſometimes or other hee {hall doe, or ſpeake ſome- 
thing, which in no ſort can ſtand or conſort with 
his ſhowes of godlineſle. Though luſt, couctoul- 
neſſe, and other of his {inncs are never fo cloſely 
couched within in his heart, and he make faire ſem- 
blance of a chaſte and contented minde ; yet hee 
will be blurting out nowand then ſome wordes or 
other, which may yeeld (hrewdeſuſpitions and pre- 
ſumprtions of his vaſoundneſſe,or cle in his very ge- 
{tures and countenance will bewray him. For euen 
out of theſe ſmaller things greater may bee gathe- 
red. As the verball lye, or thelye of the mouth is 
diſcouered by the dilagreement of thelyars mouth 
with it ſelfez whence wee ſay, .lyars had necede haue 
good memories, leaft the latter part of rheir tale be 
contrary to the former : ſoallo 15 therea'l lye,thelye 
which the hypocrite telleth in ſome of rhe ations 
of hislife,carrying a ſhow of godlineſle by the dil- 
agreement of his life withir ſelte. For doe but com- 


pare one ation with another, one part of his lite 
Z with 


all is as ſound as if wee had indured the tortures of 
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4 cicular ations wee ſo carrie our ſelues, that one ati- 
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with anocher,his cariage here with his cariage there, 
and you thall ſeetheyagreel;ke harpe and harrow. 
Thus was Simon Magus dilcouered. Philip tooke 
him for a good Chriitian, becauſe of his Baptiſme, 
protefhon,hearing, &c.Butall theſe were atterward 
proucd to be lies, becauſe of the contradiction of 
thoſe words; Here is money tor the gitts ofthe Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Theſe things doe not well agree, to bee 
baptiſed, to profeſle, ro ioyne ones ſelte with the 
(Church, and to delire ſpiritual! grace for Jucres | 
ſake. After,when Peter had heard once thoſe wordes 
come from him, he ſmelc him our preſently. Away, 
thy heart is not vpright : Thou art ſtill inthe gall of 
bitterneſ/e. 'Thus many in ſome companies are ho- 
ly, in conuerling with their betters carry them-| 
ſelues well; but in other companies, or conuerling 
with their equals or inferiours, are nothing the 
ſame men. Some among ſtrangers by their ſpee- 
chesand cariage, for the time purchaſe a good opi- 
nion, who yet palpably lay themſelues openamong 
ſuch where they are daily conuerſant. This then is 
a ſure proofe of a ſound heart, when we walke with 
ſo euen a foote, that howſoeuer it cannot bee bur 
' wee muſt haue experience of humane frailty , yet 
wee neuer breake out into ſuch wicked and wiltull 
courſes of fallhood , vniuſtice, or ſuch like, which 
doe giue the lye to all our former profefſhon and 
practiſe, becauſe they. cannot ſtand in any ſort 
with the truth of religion. Nay, rather in our par- 


on may bee as it were'a commentarie to interpret 
the linceritie of the other, in caſe their might bee 
occalion| 


| 
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occalion to doubt thereof, As Chryſoſtewe noterh 


in thoſe Miniſters that ſupplicated to the Iudges,tor | ** 


thoſe that had offered diſgrace ro the Emperours 
ſtatutes. When the Iudges ſeemed more difficulc : 
then they vſed greatliberty,and boldnes of ſpeech, 
and ſpake roundly to them ; but when once they 
became flexible and yeelded to their requeſt, then 
they tell downe and kiſſed their knees and hand: 
abundantly, (hewing both crue courage and bold- 
neſle , and true meekeneſſe and mildenefle. Heere 
both their ations were asa commentary ea-h to 
other.Did any man doubt of their liberty of ſpeech, 
whether it were not malapert ſaucinefle and pre- 
ſumption ? Their humility in kiſſing the Indges 
knees was enough to free it from this (uſpition 
Againe, might their humbling of themſelues at the 
Magiſtrates feete, ſeeme to ſauour of too bale and 
ſcruile a ſpirit? Their former truly miniſteriall bold- 
nefle ſuthciently alſo acquitted them of this impu- 
tation. Thus when there is ſo [weete a proportion, 
and goodly a harmony betwixt our actions, that 
they are ſo far from confuting or confounding one 
another, that they anſwere one for another, iu- 
{tifie and approne one another, this isa good trial 
of our vprightneſle indeede. 

5+ Is when thoſe aretaken away which areour 
chiefeſt proppes and itayes to vphold vs in godli- 


neſle. If then wee, wholly, orin part, goe backe,it 
argueth vnſoundnefſſe. Thus were the Iſraelites | 
derected by Moſes his abſence in the Mount : For | 
then they fell ro Idolatry. So 104 was a good King 


as long as Jehojadi lived 3 bur after his death hee 
Z 2 lhewed| 
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' ſhewed hinlelfe what hee was. So allo the Iſraclites 
| while God continued a good ludge among them, 
| were in ſome good order : yet wh'# the Indge was 
' dead, they returned, and did worſe then their Fathers, 
: Andſoallthe time of 7oſhuas gouernment, and the 
' good elders that furuiued 79/hua , they kept them- 
 felues within ſome compaſle. Burt together with 
them diedall the Iſraclites goodneſle: _dnother ge. 
neration aroſe, which knew nat the Lerd : So ſtrangely 
were they changed. And ſo weeſeeit is in many 
places from whence the powerfull miniſtery bath 


gious haue then growen looſe and licentious, Chil- 
dren of g 00d hope,vnder good Parents and gouer- 
nours, haue at:erward proued moſt vngracious and 
vngodly wretches. Sober and modeſt Maides, vn- 
der the ſtraiter gonernment of Parents, comming 
vnder the milder gouernment of husbands, haue ! 
prooued but bad wiues, And good wives, during | 
the watchfull eye of the carefull and conſcionable 
husband , haue proouved afterward but wilde and 
wanton widowes. So many,remouing out of religi- 
ous families into ciuill, and out of ctuill into pro- 
phane , hauelefc behinde them all their religion and 
ciuility, and growen openly profane and diffolute : 
Here then will be a good triall of our ſoundneſle, if 
in the abſenceand loſſe of our gouernours wee til] 
continue the ſame thar in their preſence, performing 
that which Paul wiſheth the Philippians ;namely, 
that whether hee came among them, or were abſenc 
from them, yer they would ſtill hold in their good 


courſes. 


6 Trial 


| tience, till we be prouoked by injuries. It isnotriall 


| it be tapped, cannot ſend foorth the liquour it hath 
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6. Trials are fic occaſions to prouoke, and as A 
were tappes to giue a vent to coſtuption, Many 
are inwardly full of corruption: but they ſhew ir nor, 
onely for want of occaſion. As a fnll veſſel], vnleſſe 


within, Andthis afſuredly is a notable triall of the 
ſoundneſle, and diſcoueric of the vnſoundnefle of 
our hearts. Nothing for a man to bee chaſte, when 
no prouocation to vncleanneſle ; to bee temperate 
at a leane and poore table, where hee cannot other- 
wiſc chuſe. Heereis thetriall of chaſtity, when with 
Lot wee can bee chaſte in Sodeme ; ot temperancy, 
when with Timothy we canliue temperately in 4/, 
among the luxurious Epheftans, Here was the triall 
of sſephs cſtaſtitie, that though the occaſion were 
offered by his owne Miſtreſſc rodoe the deede, in 
ſuch ſecrecie and ſecuritie, yet the feare of God 
ouer-ruled him. Heere was thetriall of Dawids right 
loyall and faithful heart to Sa«/,that though he had 
him at the aduantageinthe caue, yer hee ſpared his 
life. Many ſeeme to be mecke and moderate men, 

while they are well dealt with. Butler ſome inivrie 

bee offercd them, and the contrary will appeare. 

And indeed there is notriall of meckeneſle and pa- 


of fidelity in a ſervant notto filch when his Maſters 
eye is on him ; but when opportunity ſerues his 
turne toplay the theefe, when hee could purſe his 
Maſters money without his knowledge, thento bee 
faithfull , is true faithfulneſſe indeede, Thus the 
ſoundneſle ofeuery vertue is made manifeſt, For 


=_ wee arc indeede, which wee are intempration. f 


L 3 _ 
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By this meanes was ſome vnſoundneſle detected in 
 Exckiah, when in his triall by the Babyloniſh Am- 


' baſſadourspreſence, the Lord left him, 20 eric him, 


faith the Propher, an4to (know) all was in. his heart. 


The heart then may know itſelte, if ic obſcrue how 


| , . 
it carries itſelfe in temptation. Soit is ſaid,the Lord 


ſuffered the Cananites roremaine: among his owne 
people, to prooue them whecherthey would obey 
his commandements. 

' 7. Triall is by our afte@ions : For vpon what 
' ourheart is ſet, that is our treaſure. Our great 10y 
when things goe currant with vs in the world ac- 
cording to our hearts deſire, and ſmall ioy in things 
ſpirituall, ſhew plainely what kinde of hearts wee 
haueto Godward : Whereas Da#vzd, becauſe he had | 
made Gods fauour his inheritance, reioyced more 
init, thenthe worldlings in all their abundance of 
corne and oyle, Our fretting likewiſe and gree- 
uing at theloſſe of theſe ourward things, is an, ar- 
puoment of our volyptuouſneſle, and loye of earth- 
y delights, and ſhewesplainely that wee have layd 
vp our treaſure on earth, Whereas Jeb becauſe 
hee had made God his portjon, could beequiet at 
the loſfe of all at one blow.. So our great anger for 
{mall iniuries done to ourſelues, and (till patience 
in the greater wrongs done to God , ſhewes what is 
theaccount wee make of Gods glory. Heere was a 
notable triall of Davids ſincerity 3; VVho was as a 
man deafcanddumbe, and wholly ſenſcleſle at She- 
m4 priuate reproaches of his owne perſon ; but not 
ſo at Goliehs publique revilings of God , and his 


| Church. There how fulloflite and ſpirit, and holy |. 


impatience” 
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impatience did hee ſhew himſelfe to bee ? The like 
might be ſhewed in our other affeftions. Of them 
then take we thorow notice, if we will rightly iudge 
ofour owhe hearts. Doeſt thou feele that Chriſt is 
thy greateſt ioy,finne thy greateſt ſorrow,that when 
thou canſt not feele the preſence of the ſpiritin th 
heart, thou goeſt mourning /notwithſtanding al 
other comforts? afſuredly as that holy Martyr ſaid, 
If thou wert not a wedaing childe , thou couldeſt nener 
ſo heartily monrne for the abſence 4 the Bridegroome. 
But alas,if we examine our ſelves by this note, how 
much imperfe&ion ſhall wee diſcouer in our ſelues? 
How ſtrong are our afte&ions both of ioy and 
griefe, in things earthly ? how weake in things ſpi- 
rituall ? Who findeth that hee mourneth for his 
ſinnes, asfor the loſſe of his firſt-borne? Daxid at 
CAbſoloms death could cry out in naturall ſorrow, 
0 Abſolom, Abſolom, would to God I had diedfor thee: 
- But not at Yriahs death, in godly ſorrow, 0 
Priah, Vriah, would to God 1 had died for 
thee. And ſo much for theſe ſeuen 
meanes of the diſcouery 
of our hearts. 
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Cuar, XXXY III, .- 


of certatne notes which the ward of God gineth of an 
upright heart, 


Fter this diſcouery by the means, we muſt lay 
our hearts to theTtule of the word, and examin 
chem by thoſe notes which there are giuen of an 
vpright and ſincere heart, And thoſe are many. I 
will name onely fiue, - 
rt. Afincece heartis an hnmble heart, Anhypo- 
criticall heart is alwaies proud, and vaine-glorious : 
Asinthe Phariſtes, Matth. 6. And therefore our Sa- 
uiour ſayd tothem, Hew cap yee belrene, when ye ſecke 
Zlory one of another ?\ And lo in Symon Magus ſecking 
his owne prayſe and profit, in the deſire of the Apo- 
(tolicall gifts, whom therefore Peter tolde , that 
his heart was not vpright before God. In Jehu like- 
wiſe wee may diſcerne the ſame ſpirit, when he faid 
to lonadab, 1s thy herre wpright, as mine ? preferring 
himſelie before 1onadab : Whereas ſincerity is al- 
wayes better conceited of another, and very feare. 
full and ſuſpicious of itſelte. And ſoit will make a 
Chriitian when he ſees another, ſpecially a /onadab, 
to ſay to himſelfe, Is my heart vpright, ſoas is his ? 


Aguine, Come,laycs he, an4ſec what zeale Thane for 


the Lord of hoſts. Yea, but ſincere zcale deſires not 


4 rv be ſcene of any,ſaue him who ſeeth in ſecret. The 


| Phariltes defireto bee ſeene of men, becauſe they 
ſeekethepraiſeofmen. Their lampes will not burne 
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notrurne about to do any good ſeruice, without the 
winde of mens praiſes. Hence it is that they baue 
little zeale in prayer, vuleſſe it bee in publike, that 
ſo oftentation and vaine-glory may warme their 
hearts. As infaſting, once it fared with one that in 
the Monaſtery could faſt whole dayes together with 
caſe, bur in the deſert hee could not hold out vntill 
noone, bur his belly would crave preſently. Where- | 
of when hee demanded the reaſon, this anſwer was 
returned him, that in the Monaftery the praiſe of 
men was inſtead of meat to him, hee fed there vpon 
it ; which ſuſtenance failing him in the deſerr, hisfa-| 
ſing ſtrength alſofailed. But vnto ſincerity ber very 
obedience irſelfe is meat and drinke, 9h 4- 34. In 
other works, the worker muſt haue meat, or elſe hee 
will not hold ont in his worke. But vato ſincerity her 
very workesis her meate. Hypocriſie, which is ſoone 
tired at this worke, without the refreſhment of hu- 
mane prayſes, well may itſecke for publique thea- 
ters : Burfincerity hides it ſelfe in the cloſer, and as 
in prayer, ſo in all good duties ſhuts the doore. | 
| Andas the ſincere heart is humble in regard of 
the end wherat it aimes indoing any good, namely, 
Gods glory, notdaring in any thing toſecke it ſelfe ? 
ſoalſoin the manner of doing, not daring to truſt it 
ſelfe, but affe&ted with a through ſenſe of ir owne in- 
firmitie, icreſteth itſclfe wholly vpon the powerof 
God, to be perfeted in her weakneſſe. Peter there- 
fore m that wherein his heart was vnſound, and de- 
ceitfull, ſhewed his ſpirit of pride, and vaine conh- 
dence in himſelfe. For hee could not thinke that 


ſtrength whereby he thoughtto ({tund wasot Chriſt; 
becauſe 
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becauſe Chriſt flatly denied him his ſtrength, and 
Peter never prayed torit, Andyetlo how confident ; 
he was ? Though all men , yet not 1 ; as though there 
had beene morein him thenin any other. Yea, he 
contradited Chriſt,admoniſhing him of his frailty, 
and as Marke notes, the more Chriſt warned him, 
the more confident and peremptory he was. 
Laſtly,after the doing of euery good thing, (inceri- 
ty ſtil remaines humble,and when men would deific 
vs,it willnot accept of any ſuch honours, but ſends 
them back to the Lord, as in Daniel, & the Apoſtles. 
And thus, it we be fincere in all things we do, there 
muſt be humility, prepoſed, in regard of the eyd wee 
muſt looke at, oppoſed, in regard ofthe manner of do- 
ing, apoſed after we haue done, as a curb to reſtrain 
vs,leaſt we reioycenot inthe Lord but in our ſelues, 

Oviee?. But this is a hard faying, will ſome ſay, 
and if the caſe bee thus,who then can be lincere? for 
who is there that is not tainted-with pride, if not in | 
all, yet in ſome of theſethree reſpeRs ? 

Anſ. It is one thing for a mans eye to glance to- 
wards athing, another thing to fixe, andfully to ſer- 
tle it ſelfe ypon it. Thoughts of pride and vaine- 
glory may ruſh into the heartof a lincere Chriſtian: 
they reſt onely in the heartof an hypocrite; who is! 
ſet on worke onely by them in all his ations, and 
ſeekes onely to giue contentment to them. 

Ladde further, if fincerity be not humble in this 
firſt kinde of humilitie, yetatthe leaſt it is humble 
in an after-hamility.If it had beene ouer-ſeene in the 
doing of any thing in pride, it is twiſe as bumble at- 
terward, becauſe it was not humble. A notable diffe- 
rence 
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rence berwixt ſincerity and hypocrilie. There: may 
beſamekinde of humility in hypocrifie, and of pride 
in fincerity : but hypocrifies humilicic is followed 
with pride, and fincerities pride with humility, This 
latter humility is the better. And heere onely it is 
ſeemelyfor vertue ro come behind vice. Hypocriſie 
is proud becauſe it is humble : Sincerity is humble, 
becauſe it is proud. Epaminondas, a Thebane Cap- 
raine, the day after the victory and triumph, went 
drouping and hanging dowue his head ; and being 
asked why he did fo, anſwered : Yeſterday Ifelt my 
ſelfe too much tickled with vaine-giory : therefore ] 
corre&@my lelte for it to day. The ſameis the ſpirit 
ofthe ſincere Chriſtian, ofche true Iſraclite, As you 
may ſee in che example of Ezek/4b, of whom it is thus 
written ; Hi heart was lift vp, notwithſtanding Ezcki- 
ah humbled himſelfe after hu heart was lift wp. In a 
ſincere heart there muſt be either the fore-humilitie, 
or the after- humilitie,which is the more ſeuere ofthe: 
two; eitherthe diredting humility, forthe right man- 
ner, or elſe the correcting humility, forthe erroneous 
manner of doing. It wee can tollow the {wing and 
ſway-of our owne proud. and vaine. glorious; atfecti- 
ons, withautallreipe& of Gods glory,and yet newer 
bee irucly humbledafrerward : this is palpable. hy- 
proerifie,vveehauenot ſo much as the leaſt dramme 


2 .Chro 32.25 


© 26, 


of iincerity : Which is many times more humbled 
for ſuch-mixtures, anddefilements of good workes, 
then tor ſome workes {imply cuill in themſclues. 

2. The lincere heart is 2 goad and honeſt heart, 
35o0ur $4vjour cailes it. The honeſt heart is that, 
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out exception, andcarrieth a conſtant purpoſe, and 
reſolution innothing willingly to fin againſt God, 
but to endeuourit (elfe to the vtmoſt, in euery good 
way of Guds commandements. Whartſoeuer it thall 
know to be a linne, it will not purpolcly anddelibe. 
rately doe it for all the world, it will not detaine the 
trath in unrighteouſneſſe. This note the Prophet 
Dazid giveth, For having ſayd, Bleſſed are the wp- 
right in their way, heeteacheth vs ro diſcerne them 
by this note, Surely they doe no iniquitic. And in ano- 
ther place, he oppoſcth ſuch as walke in any crooked 
wayes, tothe vpright in heart. Doe good O Lord to 
thoſe thit are wpright in heart : but thoſe that turne 4- 


hypocrite, to diſpence with his conſcience, at leaſt 


other his chara&ers makes this one, that he holds 
wickedneſſe as a ſweete thing in his mouth, and h:deth 
it vnder hu tongue, and fawonreth it, and will not for- 
ſake it, but keepethit cloſe in his mouth. Now this ho- 
neſt heart, as it hates all ſinnes,(o ar all cimes. Some- 
times the vnſound heart will hate ſinne, whenthere 
isno benefit by ir, butif after it may chance to bee 
beneficiall ro ourſelues. then weeloue ir. Heere is 
anotable triall of finceritic, to preferre vertue be- 
fore vice, then when in humane reaſon vertue ſhall 
be the loſer, vice the gainer, This note diſcouered 
falfe-hearted chu. Hee would not downe with the 
worſhip of the Calues , as well as with Baals, and 
why ? b 

rous forhis Kingdome, ifthe Iſraclices werelet goe 
|to the Temple at Ieruſalem to worſhip. _ 
ore 


fide by their crooked waies, ec, It is the property of an | 


for ſome one ſpeciall beloued finne. As 7b among! 


ecauſe heethoughtthat would bee dange- | 


— 


—__r —_— _ 


_— 


— 


— 


-— 


© —— _— << <<< _ — 
a « ——_ — IEEY BK us — g—— ——_— — 


— — —— ——— 


_ , - a I&<—® a 


A ——— _ 


a as aa at ras ds a tis cid A 89 co tw A. -— 


The deeeitfulneſſe of mans heave. 


fore leroboems policy (til preuaiied with tum. By this 
, note many are detected tor vnſound. 

' I. Thole that pretending conlcicnce of ſmall 
' matters,ſticke not at greater, Like the Pharifes,ttrai- 
' ning a Gnat, and ſwallowing a Cammell. Hypocri- 
ricall Sal ſeemed to make a hainous matter of ea- 
; ting the fleſh of beaſts with the bloud. For vnto the 
people thus offending, hee (aid, 1ee haue deat wicked- 
{; ; but it was nothing with him to ſpill ctheinnocent 
bloud of worthy Jonat4an his ſonne : for vnleſſe hee 
| had beene hindered, he bad put him to death. Nay, 
| he was ſo {crupulous , that hee would not ſo much 


' 
: 


' a5 namea guilty man ora finner, but in caſting of 
lots, inſtead of ſaying, ſhewthe nocent or guilty, 
hee ſaid, Shew tbe apright , or jnnecent perſon, as Tre- 
mellius reads it. And yet this man at the ſame time, 
made no conſcience of cruell and bloudy oathes. 
| The Prieſt in the Goſpell , when he ſaw the woun- 
' ded man lie halfe dead , hee went on the other {ide 
| of the way, fearing leaſt by comming ncere vnto 
bim , hee might contra ſome legall vncleannefle; 
but he feared not to paſle by, withoutall mercy and 
compalſhon,his pooreand diſtreſſed neighbour. The 
Phariſees would not defile themſelpes in comming 
intothe common Hall on the day of preparation 
tothe Paſſe-ouer; but they ſcrupled not a whitto 
imbrue their hands in the bloud of the innocent | 
Lambeof God. In no caſe would they ear in veſlels 
vnpurified, but the meats w* ® they dideatinthoſe 
veſſels, were horribly polluted, both with iniuſtice 
and oppre{hon, inthe geting of them,and with in- 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


this is the meaning of thatof our Sauiour, Mor be to 
you Scribes and Phaviſees, hypocrites; for ye make cleane | 
the outſide of the Cup and Platter : but within they are | 
full of bribery and exceſſe. So likewile 1ud#s 30 pieces | 
at no hand muſt go into the treaſury, becauſe it was 
thepriceof bloud. What a counterfaiting of holi- | 
neſſe was this, not to ſuffer the price of blond to lyc | 
in a cheſt, and yet to ſuffer bloud it ſelfe tolye in the 
conſcience ? | 
2. This note likewiſe diſcouereth ſuch for vn- | 
ſound , whoſe conſcience is onely from the greater 
matters,the importants of the Law,mercy and indge- 
went, without any regard of Mint or Anniſe,though 
theſe allo be Gods Commandements, and ought to 
be regarded. A ſincere heart is like to the eye tro- 
bled with the leaſt moate, orlike to a neate ſprutc 
man , thatno ſooner ſpies the leaſt ſpeck or ſpot in 
his garment , but gets it walhed out. VWhereas a 
naſty flouen , though hee beall to beſmeared , and 
beſoyled, hecan endure it well enough. A delicare 
garden may not haue the leaſt weedeinir, though 
the wilderneſle be all ouergrowne with them. And 
a boxe of precious oyntment may not haue the 
leaſt flye in it, though a Barrell of Pitch haue 
{warmes of them. A ſtrait ſhooe cannot endure the 
leaſt pibble ſtone, though a wide one may endure a 
greater. An vnſound conſcience is large, and can 
ſwallow downe any thing. The fincere conſcience 
is trait and the leaſt bone, though but ſuch as are 
in little fiſhes will ſtick in herthroat. And certainly, | 
hee that is wniuſt in the leaſt , -it vninſt alſo in much, | 
ladas being vnfaithfull vato Chriſt in the matter of 
money, 
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money , prooucd allo at laſt vnfairhfull rohim in the 
matter of his /fe it ſelfe. And Salomon tels vs, how 
he thar will lye ordinarily in common ſpeech, wall 
lye alſo before the tndgement ſeate, when hce is pro- 
duced asa witnefle ; as contrarily, heethat is a true 
witneſle bearer there, will nor lye in his ordinary 
diſcourſe. For this Itake to be the meaning of that 
Prouverbe, A faithfull witneſſe tvill not lye:; but a falſe 
witneſſe bloweth forth lies. If a man be truely faith- 
tullinwuch,he muſt needs alſo be faithfull in little. 
Forthe ſame God that requires his fidelicy inthe 
; one, requires italſo inthe other. Saint Paul vpon 
[this ground , confirmes his {inceritie in a matter of 
'vriuate promiſe to the Corinthians, concerning his 
| comming to them, by his lincerity in the preaching 
of the Goſpel], a farre greater. matter. Gods witneſſe, 
laich he, tha# our word;that is, promiſe ot comming, 
toward you, wai not yea and nay.. Why ?. for the ſoune 
of God,that is,my preaching of bim, was not yea and 
nay.Neglet then of ſmall matters,may iultly;bring 
| our obedience tn; greater matters, into ſuſpition of 
vnfaithfulncſſe. And therefore, in this regard muſt 
conſcience be made of obedience, euen in the (mal- 
left matrers, & that vnto the death,namely.thay we 
|\may approoue our obedience to bee ſound andfree 
from deceit. For in greater matters if we{hould nor 
tandour,allthe world would cry ſhameot; vs. And 
here irwould be bard to ſay, whether the (hameigf 
the world, or conſcienceot Gods commiandement 


| vrged vs.But inleſs matcers,the world rather wilcry 


ſhame of vs,ifwe doe ſtand out. And therfore in our 


'obedience. heere:Gads'commandement -leemeth 
IN ov to 
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Pſal, 139. 
Pſal.14. 5. 


| may ſay, My heart is awake , thaugh mine eyes ſleepe. 
| Whereas thebaſe Iraelite may'fay contrarily , My 


| rongue bee walking, My heart is foulechough my 
| hand be-neuerſo-fine. - . | 


| conſciencerubbed and ranſacked. So thatwich Dz- 
\wid ircryeth ,-719 me, 0 Lord, and ſet if threebee any 


| as well as crooked lepges, lone to. be hid. Ir hates 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
eo carry the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 

3- This note diſcouereth rhoſealſo for vnſound, 
chat hauing ſome care of outward conformity, yet 
minde not the inward reformation of the hearr. In 
this regard our Sauiour cals the Phariſes , hypocrites, | 
and reſembles them to painted fepulchres. Art be- 
gins, where Natureends. Nature,in the framing of 
mans body, begins firſt with the heart, and other 
ſuch inward parts, and then in thelaſt place comes 
to the face, andthe outward parts. Thus is it with 
hypocriſie,which isan artificial kinde of holineſſe | 
it begins and ends in the outward face and faſhion | 
of religion: The inward pith,the hart and ſubſtance 
therof,it cannot attaine vnto it. Butthe hart and the | 
purity thereof, isthe ſpeciall thing the (incere Chri. 
ſtian lookes vnto.Gods Iſrael is purein heart,ſo that 


ET — 


| though ſometimesthe heart be defiled, yer then the | 


heart isnotalikepolluted, but ftill the true [ſraelite. 
heart is aſleepethough my eyes be waking, and my 


4. A fincerehearrt isa plate and op-» heart, not 
defirous ro ſmother, or craftily ro:conceale it ſinnes, 
but rather to have themlaid'open, and to havethe 


wickeane(/+ inme, and withthe ſame Propher , let the 
righteous ſmite me. Bat an vnſound and crooked heart, 


 |thelight3 ir caannotuway with reprehenfion., -but 
- would | 
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would rather cat ofthe delicates of flatteries, againſt 
which the Prophet/prayeth , Zet not my ſoule eate of 
their delicates. Let me not delight in their clawings, 
butratherin the blowes ofrighteous reprehenlions. 
Neither in any ſort canin induretriall.Guilty Rachel 
durſt not riſe , when Zaban came into her Tent, to 
ſearch for his Idols. On the contrary , as it argued 
humility in the 11. Diſciples, to ſulpeRt the worlt by 
themſelues : ſo allo (inceritie, thatthey were not pri- 
uy to any ſich wickedneſle, when hearing our Saui 
our fore-tell the trechery of one of them,they offred 
themſelues to the trial}, faying, Maſter is it 1? is 1t 1? 
4. A lincere heart is alwaies molt ſeucre againſt 
ſinne,where nature and carnal reſpefts would teach 
vsto be mildeſt : As firſtto our ſelues. Indeede lin- 
cerity cannot endure lin inany,in it ſelfe leaft of all. 
An hypocrite will not endure theleaft (in in others, 
nonot ſo much as a mote in his brother ; ſo ſharpe 
is he: inthe meanerime hee can endurea beamein 
his owne eye; ſo indulgent is hee to himlelfe. 1#dah 
could adiudge Thamar to the hre ; vpon himlſelte 
yet, being far deeper in that tranſgreſhon, he could 
pronounce no ſuch ſentence. Dawd lay ſnorting in 
his owne [in,jwhen yet he ſentenced a proportiona- 
ble (in,related inthe perſon of another. W herein he 
bewrayed want of vprightnefle. It was faid of 4n- 
tony, hee hated a Tyrant, not tyranny. It may as truely 
be ſaid of an hypocrite, he hateth finners,nor finnes, 
For hee nouriſheth many in him , notwithſtanding 
che rigour of his zeale againſt other mens ſins. This 
is an ill [1gne,whereſoener it is. A good heart isrea- 
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| when hee condemned his owne Father, and that a 
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cenſuring others. None can ſay ſo much againſt ir, 
but it ſelfe will beready to ſay much more. 

And as the ſincere man will no more winke at his | 
ownefinnes,thenar anorhers, ſoneither at theirs to | 
whom hee istied more by narurall and worldly re- | 
ſpecs, then others ro whom hee is not ſo tied. No | 
moreat his owne children then at anothers, art his; 
own parents then at anothers,at great and rich ones 
then at the meaner ones, at triends to whom hee is | 
bound , and depends vpon in hope of kindneſle,' 
then ſtrangers that haue no intereſt ar all in him. 
Sinceritie is free from partiality. With Zeaijit knows 
neither father nor mother, neither King nor Kzlar, 
This the Phariles, though hypocrites, knew wclli 
enough when they ſaid ; Maſter, wee know thou tea- 
cheſt the way of God in truth, that is, in {inceritie, and 
careſt not for any mans. perſon, no not for Ceſars him- 
ſelfe : Tell vs then, whether lawfull to giue tribute | 
to himorno. Heere then was Jonathans finceritie, 


— 


King,in his proceedings againlt Dauid, & detended 
Dauids innocency. Heere was olde 1acobs linceritie 
on his denh-bo when fatherly affeQions are moſt 
lively, ſo deepe cenſuring Ruben, Simeon, Zewi, his 
owne ſonnes, Heere was /ohn Baptiſts inceritie, that 
hee would not be ilent,no not at Herods inceſt. Here 
was our Sauiours tincerity, that his mouth wasnot 
ſtopped with the Phariſees good cheere, but even ar 
their owne Tables layed them out intheir owne co- 
lours, and entertainesthem with as many menaces, 
asthey did him with diſhes of mcates. Heere was 
the Beniamites vnſoundneſle, that were ready pub 
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theſwordto defend in their brethren ſuch prodigi- 
ous luſts, which they could not but condemne in 
| their iudgements, and in others no doubt would 
 haue bin ready to have puniſhed with their ſwords. 
The Prophet ioyneth theſe two together. T how art 
4 Gol of pure eyes, and canſt not behold iniquitic. So 
mult it be with vs, if wee will bee pure and lincere in 
heart, wee muſt behold no iniquitie, no not inour | 
ſelues,or thoſe that are neereſt vnto vs. For fincerity, 
as it louerh goodneſle eucn in the greateſt enemy,fo | 
it hateth (inne, euen in the greateſt friend. I 
Laſtly,ro omit many other notes, ſincerity (imply | y. geoycing 
reioyceth in goodnes,& in good things themlelues, | and gricuing 
and the glory of God thence ariſing. Therefore as ic | 97 9's 
grieucth for other mens (ins, ſo it reioyceth in other | fins, as well 3s 
mens obedience.Many are of a contrary ſpirit: They | 9% owne. 
can be gricued for their owne fins, butnort for other 
mens. Hereit is ſuſpitious, wee grieue not ſo much 
tor Gods cauſe, for the diſhonour our fins hane done ; 
to him (for then we ſhould grieue alſo for our bre- 
thren ſins, becauſe they alſo ſtaine Gods glory) but 
for our own ſake,for feare of feeling of ſome euil pro 
cured to our {clues by our [in:and ſuch griefeargues 
rather ſelfe-loue,then any true loue of God. So like- 
| wiſe they can be cheered, when they ſee Gods glory 
ſet forth by themſclues in any good work: not alike, 
\ when by others. Nay, rather they grieue at thoſe | 
200d works of others,if of any marke, wherein they | 
[have had no hand themſelues. Like thoſe Ephrai- 
| mites, that ſaid to Jptah, Wherefore wentſt thou to fight | 114,11, 1, 
| againſt the children of _Ammon , an! didſt not call ws ? 
| But the ſincere Chriſtian,ſo God be truly glorited, 
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though it bee without his helpe, yet reioycerh and 
giueth thankes, nothing lefle then it himſelfe had 
beene the inſtrument.It any good thing be done, he 
doth nor ſtand curiouſly enquiring of the Author ; 
ot his iudgement;of his aftections,to finde out ſom- | 
thing to imbaſe the worke ; butis glad that any glo- 
ryis brought tro God, or good to his Church, and 
with thankeſgiuing taketk his part of benefit there- 
out. Euen as in eating of meats, we aske not where 
or how it was gort,but fall to it;zand in the Shambles, 
che Apoſtle willeth not to enquire whether ir had 
beene ſacrificed to the Idoll or no, but being good | 
mear, and fit to be eate, without any more adoe to! 
buy it. Thus Nathazel the good [lraclite,did not (o/ 
ſtand vpon,or iticke at Nazareth,but thathee would: 
goeand trie what our Sauiour was. And though 
che Philippick Preachers preached of enuy, & vain- 
2lory,yet for the matter ſoundly, their corrupt ma-: 
ner, what was that to Pas[?*that Chriſt wastruely 
preached,he thei cin reioyced,& wonld reivice.lt is. 
not then ſincerities palare, not toreliſh good meart, | 
1nd we'l cooked, becauſe we relith not the Cooke. * 
Thus I haue ſhewed both the meanes to diſconer, 
and notes to try our falſe harts by. And of theſhird ; 
luſtration ofthe deceirfulneſke of che heart,namely, | 
by the vnſearchableneſle thereof, ſo much. 
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Certaine generall ſes ariſing out of the former dofFrin 

of the harts deceitfulnefſe,or an exhortation to watch- 

Fulneſſe ouer , and dealing wiſely , and ſtraitely with 
our hearts 


| FA vin by Gods goodnefle thus finiſhed the 
whole doarine of the hearts deceitſulnes,it re- 
maineth now in the concluſion, that belides thoſe 
particular vſes, which wee haue already made, of 
ſome of the particular branches of this doctrine,we 
(hew alſo the general, which ariſeth trom the whole. 
And they are ſpecially fine 
1, If our hearts bee ſuch deceivers, it ſtands vs 
then in handalwatesto hauc our eyes in our heads, 
and to haue our wits about vs, hauing to deale 
with ſo noblea iugler, ſo full of cunning tricks, and 
ſleights,continually ready toſnare vs. We walke in 
the middeſt of ſnares, not onely necrethem, but in 
the very middeſt of them, incompaſſed with them 
oneuery lide. Thereforelet vs alwaies bee ſuſpici. 
ous, and jealous over our hearts in all places, and 
vpon all occaſions , in our ſolitarineſfle, in our com- 
pany , in our bulinefle with men, in our dealings 
with God, in reading , praying, meditating z in our 
dealings alſo with Sathan, in wreſtling with his 
temptations. \When the Philiftims were going 
out to warre againſt the [ſraclites, they durlt not 
let David goe with them they had him in jealouſie, 
' becauſe of the loue hee bare ro his owne Countrie. 
Aa} and 
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and therefore put him out of the Army. Happy, 
were it for vs-in our ſpirituall warre with Sathan, 
if wee could as eaſily rid our ſelues of our naughty 
 deceittull heart, as they did themſclues of Daxid, 
| Wee hauefarre greater cauſe to ſuſpe&t our hearts, 
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then they Dauid, The acquaintance of the fleſh 
with Sathan, and Sathans intereſt in the fleſh, is 
greater then the Iſraelites in Dauid. Beſides thar, 
they never had any experience of Daxidsdeceitful- 
neſle, and vnthankfulneſſe, as wee haue had of the 
feſhes. Therefore I ſay it were well, jf wee could 
wholly caſhire this treacherous and perhdious fleſh. 
Bur (ince it ſtickesſo cloſe, as that we cannot polk- 
bly be lhitr of ir,therefore we mult alwayes haue an 
eyeouerit;euven as wee would have ouer an vntru- 
ſic piltering ſeruant, whoznot obſerved, will filch, 
For certainly,ſuch is the deceitfulneſſe of our harts, 
thatif oureye beneuerſo little off them , off goes 
the yoke of the Lord preſently, and they breake out 
into ſome vnlawfull liberty or other. Keepe wee 
then our hearts, as Salomon counſels, fenced with 
a double guard, asthe layler his cloſe priſoner, See 
the doore bee faſt locked : Yea, looke to the win- 
dowes, as Job did. If there beeany open paſlage, 
this deceiuer will eyrker let in ſome body to him, 
which ſhould not come in, orelſe hee will out him- 
ſelte. If weefall aſleepe and negle@ our watch, ey- 
ther the Diuell,and his ſuggeſtions will enter ; even 
as when the fence of a vineyard is downe , then the 
wilde Boare, and all maner of wilde beaſts come in, 
and deuoureall : orelfe onr heart ivſelfe wil wander 
abroad, like a gadding Dinah, in theidle rouings 
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of her owne vaine imagination. Thusjthen ſhould 
wee thinke with our ſelues euery morning : This 
day Iam to venture intothe world,and ſnares euery 
where lie thickeand threefold , if I take not heede, 
ea (ily (hall I becaught. For what alas is there where- 
in my heart isnot ready to deceiue mee? I am now 
going to prayer : My heart will be ready to thruſt 
in idleand wandring fancies, vnleſſe I watch ouer it. 
I amnow to giuean almes,orto go to conferre with 
my Chriſtian friends : Pride and vaine-glory will 
foyle me, vnleſſe I looke well to my (elfe. I am now 
going todeale in ſuch a controuerſie , with a con- 
rentious and wrangling man: My heart will quick- 
ly breake out into rage and diſtemper, and my 
mouth will ſoone ouerlhoote it ſelte, if I hold 
it not as with a brible. I am going to a feaſt : If 
I put not a knife to my throate I (hall eaſily 
bee ouer-reached by my deceittull appetite. If 
[ let looſe the reines to mine owne corrupt heart 
[ ſhall ſoone offend in exceſſe, eyther of meate or 
mirth. I am now to goe forth into the ſtreete : And 
how many are the remptions ready to incounter 
mee? cuen cuery thing [I cither ſee or heare. If 1 
ſee my enemy , in what danger am Iof wrath, and 
malice ? if my friend flouriſhing, of _ ? poore, of 
diſdaine ?if a beautifull woman, of luſt? If I heare 
rotten ſpeech, how ready am I to bee corrupted 
with it? if reuiling and iniurious , how ready am] 
to bee prouoked with it? This is the cautelouſneſle 
wee muſt vſein all our occa(ions whatſoeuer : For 
all places are full of theſe ſnares, the ſireete, rhe 
houſe, the bourd , the bedde, the cloſer , yea the 
Aa 4 
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"I 
Church, rhe pulpit. The exhorration of Pal to 


Timothy, Watch thou in all things , is needfull ; be- 
cauſe the heart deceitfull aboue all chings; is aiſo 
deceitfullinall things, euen in the beſt things that 
may bee. And therefore Chriſt bids vs take heede 
to our hearts, euen in- our almesand praiers, and 
other the holieſt ſeruices,we can polhibly pertorme, 
foreuen in them ſnares will bee ſet for vs. In theſe 
actions we had need to ſhut the doore of our hearrs, 


that cur mindes ſteale not away from God. Neuer 
then truſt thou this heart of thine, that it will bee 
well ordered, and kept in good frame, though thou 
cary not alwaies fo heauy a hand and narrow an 
eye ouer it, No, if thou looke not thus fſtraightly 
ro it, it will bee gone, asa wild-borſe, if a man once 
let goethe bridle, as hee is walking in his iourney : | 
Andthen when hee is once gone, hee willnot bec 
gotten. againe in haſt ; but a man muſt ſpend as 
much time in recovering of him , as would happily 
have beene ſifficient to have diſpatched the whole 
tourney, So will it fare with thy heart,if once thou 
let goe this bridle of watchfulneſle: It will run out 
ſo farre, that it will bee long ere thou wilt catch it 
againe. Ir will bee fo frozen, that it will bee long ere. 
thou can bring itto melt, Ir will bee ſolooſe, and 
idle, that ic will belong erethou canſt worke it vnto 
true deuotion : and thou muſt ſpend as much time, 
nay more, in ſeeking to regaine thy heartagaine, 
and to bring it into temper and tune, for the ſer- 
uiceof God, then would haue ſerued for the good 
performance of the ſeruice it ſelte. But aboue all 
things, ſee thou truſt not thine heart with ſuch 


| 


: 


things 


— 


things as may bee dangerous occaſions to euill. 
Looke becter to itthen ſo. Be as fearetnll of this, as 
| thou arr of giuinga knife ro a Childe, or a ſword to 
a Mad-man. Thineeyes cannot be quicke enough 
| for thy heartthen. The mad-man will {peake ſome- | 
times ſo ſoberly , and vie ſuch faire perſwyations ro 
be vnfettered, and promile that hee will be (6 quiet. 
&c. But noſooneris hee looſe, but heplajesreakes, | 
wounds, {tayes, deſtroies whatſoeuer is in his way, | 
yeacuen him that looſed him. So likewiſe deale our 
hearts with vs. They can flatter with vs, and O why | 
ſhould we trouble our ſelues ſo much, alwaies to be 
looking to them ? and why ſhould we dealeſo hard- 
ly with them, alwaies ſo to keepe them in, as a bird 
in a cage?to hold them fo ſhort of all libertie ? why? 
they haue. better gouernment of themſelues, then 
that wee need to feare them ſo, &c. Burt when once 
they haue got free, then they ſerue vs likerhe mad- 
man,ſo that we {hall rue that timethat euer we gaue 
them ſuch libertie. 

2. This deceittulneſſe of our hearts muſt cauſe 
vs often torenew ourcouenant with God , and by 
ſolemne vowes, and proteſtations of our repen- 
tance, as it were with [{trong ropes, to binde and 
hold faſt theſe fugitives. If a man he knowne to bee 
a common deceiuer , wee will neuer take his word 
for any thing : bur if wee muſt needes deale with 
him, wee will be ſure to haue his hand 4nd ſeale,and 
the beſt ſecuritic wee can ger. So wiſe, and wary are 
we in the matters of this life. Well,thy heart is farre 
more cunning to deceiue thee, then the craftieſt 
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fox that is,to onerreach hisneighbour, Be not now 
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Chap, 21. 


r, Sam. 24.17 


18. 19 


Verle 23. 


1. Sam, 26,21 


| verily, when they feele ſome fir of good affeftion, 


|ned not. For what heede isto bee taken to a falſe 
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ſo ſimple as to beleeueecuery (igh, every wiſh and 
word, euery motion, and inclination of thy heart. 
For how often as I haue ſhewed before, doe our! 
hearts deale like Zarah when hee was to bee borne, 
make many good profers of comming forth out of 
their ſinnes,as it were the darkeneſle ot the wombe, 
into the light of grace, but they recoyle preſently? 
Euery flight occaſion is in ſteade of a Perez vnto| 
them. And yetloe the lillineſſe of men ; to beleeue 
their hearts that are ſo light of faicrh. They thinke 


O now I haue got the victory, finne {hall never 
ſo preuaile againſt mee as it was wont ; when yet 
the ſame houre, it may bee, ſees them in wore ta- | 
king then euer before. Saul, though affeted with 
Dauias apologie, hee acknowledged both Dauids in- 
nocence, and his owne vniuſtice, and though with 
teares, with good wordes, My ſoone Dauid, with 
good praiers, The Lord tender thee good, he witneſſed 
good Will tro David, yer for all this David truſted 
him not, but kept himſelfe in the hold till. For 
ſhortly after Saul was hunting after him againe. 
And though then alſo heſeemed to relent, and pro- 
mjſed Danid peace: Come againe my ſon Dauid, 7 will 
doe thee no more harme yet torall that Dauid hearke- 


and fickle-hearted mans wordes ? Our hearts be- 
ing as fickleand inconſtant in their relenting aftec- 
tions towards the Lord, as Sauls was toward Da- 
#i4, ſhould wee truſt them any more in ſuch firs, 
rhen DauzZ did Saw? No : bur fince euen the ftron- 


geit bonds. are roo weake to hold ſuch ſlippery 


hearts, 
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hearts, that they ſlide not out of our hands, there- 
fore cauſe them to enter into ſolemne Couenant 
with the Lord, as thoſe in Nehemiah, Eſra, and the 
' Chronicles. Thus did Damid, 1 haze ſworne, ſaith he, 
| and will perſorme it , that 1 will keepe thy ſlatutes. In 
| euilthings,to which we are prone by nature,we can 
| bind our (clues by oaths & vowes when we feeleour 
| ſelves diſpoſed vnto them, as torevenge, when the 
| iniury is freth, and our hot bloud is vp : how much 
| morethen ſhould wee doe the like in good ; The 
| Diuell ſees that wrath isa fire ſoone out ; therefore 
| hee will nourilh it with an oath : how much more 
ſhould wee nouriſh the fire of zeale and good afte- 
Cons, which haueno fewell from within vs, asan- 
ver hath, and ſo are farre more ealily ex(tingui- 
. ihed how much moreI fay ſhould wee maintaine, 
and vphold in our ſelues all good things, with this 
=_ of an oath, and couenant-ſtriking with the 
'Lord? And heere (ce that thou regiſter, and record 
' in thy accounts-booke this thy Couenant, that ſo 
| when thy deceitfull heart ſhall be offering to ſtarr a- 
fide, and give thee the {lippe,thou mayelt preſently 
recall it, and keepe it in with putting it in minde 
of this couenant. What ? didſt not thou on ſuch a 
time , when thou wert humbled vnder the hand of 
God, and haddeſt ſome good deſires kindled in 
thee by his Spirit, didſt not thou then folemnel 
giuethy faith co God, and by the ſtraighreſt bonds 
of thy vowe and oath, firmely knit thy ſelfe vnto 
him, and wilt thou ſo ſoone bee offering to make e- 


couenant ? Thou falſe fugitiue : But yeſterday =—_ 
thou 


ſcapes from him? Haftthou ſo ſoone forgorten thy | 
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thou brought hometo thy maſter, then thou hum- 
bledit thy felfe vnto him, ſoughteſt reconciliation, 
promiled{tmorefaithfull ſeruice. And yetartthou 
now offering ſo quickly to take thee to thy heeles 
againe? 

3- This deceitfulneſſe of our hearts muſt teach 
vs wiſedome, to take them at the vantage, when 
at any time wee finde them in a good moode, inany 
ſort well affeted , or diſpoſed toany good dutie. 
Thou haſt chis wiſedome in the things of this life. 
Hauing to deale with a light, and inconſtant man, 
when thou findeſt him in the good vaine, then 
thou wilt bee ſure to lay hold of that opportunitie, 
and to take him then at his word. For thou know- 
eſt, that if thou ſhouldeſt let him goe on neuct (v 
little longer, within an houre or two, hee woulc bee 
of another minde. Aſſuredly, thy heartis far mor* 
variable and vncertaine , then the fickleſt man that 
can bee. Doeſt thou then feele at any time, that 
thy heartis warmed with good motions, inlarged 
with good afteQions, lift vp to heaven in ſpiritual] 
meditations, doeſt thou ſcele any ſpark'es of the 
heauenly fire? take thou the bellowes preſently, 
blowe till they flame, cheriſh, and make much 
euen of the {moaking-flaxe. Now is the time for 
thee, now Ilay, in this floate of good afteftions, 
when thy heart is ſo well prepared, to fall to praier, 
to confeſhon of thy linnes, to reading to all the 
good exerciſes of repentance and inuocation , and 
ina word to the doing of that good worke for the 


For how often haue the beſt of vs beene beguiled 
here ? 
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here? co thinke we ſhould do atterwards that,which 
in preſent wee purpoſed and de.ired , and within an 
 houre orlefle,all our hear is gone, our afteions are 


growne chill,and coole,our hearts heauy,our ſpirits 


| drowlle and dead, and fo our felues wholly diſabled 
| for the doing of that wee thought. And whby ? be- 
| cauſe wee ltrucke not the iron whiles it was bot, we 


' held not our hearts faſt, when we bad hold of them, 


we vicd not the meanes to keepe them ſtiliin good 
frame and temper. And foall our good thoughts 
vaniſh, and come to nothing. Excellently Danid, 
My heart 0 God is prepared. \N hat ? thall I fuftcr now 
other occaſions to call mee another way ? No : for 
then all that life and vigour which now 1 feele, will 
bee gone : but / will Aa. gine thankes , and fo, ] 


| will ariſe and pray, ariſe and conteſle, &c. Oh it wee | 


; would goeto praier in this ſpring-tide, as it were of 
| 200d affeCtions, how then, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, 
| thould we powre out a prayer ? how would the rivers 


| of repenting reares ouerflow ? whereas, neglefting 


this occalion, our praiers come but drgppingly from 
vs afterward in theebbe of our affeRtions. It cannot 
be ſpoken how little a thing wil diſtract and vnſettle 
ourhearts. They are like to glaſſes,that will be hurt 


[ with alittle breath ; and vnto mnſicall inſtruments, 


that will be put out of tune with the Icaſt diſtemper 


{ of the aire. And thetefore we had not need preter- 
tmitthe opportunitie when we feele them wrought 


vpon inany ſort by tie Holy Spirit of God. What 
good impreſſions wonld they nor receiue then , be- 
ing ſo fottand render? whereof afterward the y will 


not be capable being rerurned totheir former hai d- 
| neſle 


Pſal, $9.7. 


Eſay 36,15, | 
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Luke 24.29, 


Pro.20, 18. 
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neſle ? Doc then good thoughts and deſires offer 


themſelnes, doe ſuch gueſts ſeeke lodging in thy 
heart? Oh welcomethem in the kindeſt manner,lay | 
hold of them, and by thy kindeand reſpettive viage 
of them,conſtrainethem, as they once our Sauiour, , 
to ſtay {till with thee. What is this kinceentertain- 
ment wee arego ſhewthem, but theentertainement 
otcurpraiers,readingand conterring of rae word! 
If wee would doe lo, after once good aftetions are 
cntred into our hearts,wee [hould euen locke vp the 
dore vpon them,that they could not get out againe, 
{o wee ſhould haue more of their company then 
now wee hauezin ſtead of viliting vs now and tl: cn, 
they would become daily gueſts, and ordinary re! 
dentaries with vs, Salomon. bids vs eſtabliſh on 
thouzhts by counſell. This Proucrbe hath his truth, 
euen in holy and ſpirituall thoughts, the which alas 
will ſoone faile, vnleſſe we ſettle and confirmetl1cm 
inour hearts, andafcer the ſpirit hath once entred 
them into vs, doe ſo pegge and hammer them in, 
and driuethem downe fo deepe by the vſe of go0d 
meanes,as that wee may not cally looſe them afrer- 
ward. At the firſt riſing then of a good thought, 
pray with Dazid, becauſe thou fearelt the deceittul- 


neſle of thine heart, knit my heart, this falſe fickle fu- | 


gitive heart,alwaies ready to ſteale from thee, knit it 
O Lord, and rye it faſt v»xtothee, thar as it is now 
with thee, ſoit mayftill remaine with thee : anda- 
eaine, wich the ſame Prophet in the behalfe of his 
people, when they were fo well diſpoſcd in their 
checrefull offering to the Temple, 0 Lord, keepe this 


| for ener, this frame of the thoughts of thy ſeruants beart. 
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And frame his minde towards thee. This cou nſel-caking 
with Godin prayer, isthe onely remedy againſt the 
deceirtulneſleot our heart, for the preſervingand 


eſtabliſhing of all good thoughts and delires. | 
4+ The deceitfulneſſe of our hearts muſt cauſe vs | 
'Gaily tokeepe an audit in our owne conſcience, cuer | 
and anon calling them to their accounts. A truſty | 
ſeruant, an Eleazar, we will let goe on, & reckon bur | 
| ſeldome with him. But a Gehez:, one thar is but of , 
| {lippery idelitie, had neede be reckoned with every | 
| day. T he miſerable experience then which we haue | 
| had ofthe fallenefle of theſe harts fo often decctuing | 
| vs,mulſt make vsto be very ſtrait & leuere in exami- 
| ning of them. Saloon not obſcurely intimares this, 
[to be the cauſe of our hearts deceirtulnes, that we 
| doenot take this paines of a (triftcriall. Ewery mans 
| Waies are pure nm his own cies:but the Lord trieth the barts 
and ſo ſecs their ſecret deceit, which wc perceiuenor, 
lecauſe we try nor. Let vs neuer theretore let recko- 
1ings runne on, butevery day let vs make ail cuen, 
Jervs chaſtiſe our ſelues every morning , examine 
our ſeſues euery euening , even inthe ſtil] ltlence of 
the night, as wee Ive waking on our beds. In the 
matter of disburſement of money for the repairing 
of the temple, 7efiah gaue chargethat no reckoning 
ſhould be made with them, into whoſe hands the 
money was deliuered ; for { ſaith hee) they geale| 
faithfully. Indeed, ifour hearts dealt faithfully with | 
vs, weealſo might ſpare this labour of daily counts- 

| caſting. But becauſe both the word of God, and our 
owne experience hath ſufficiently dilcouered their 
vnfaichfulnefle, therefore wee contrarily mult ſay, 
Ler 
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Let there bedaily, yea hourdy reckonings kept with 


out of tune , euen whiles hee is playing , therefore 


F © ” ' | 
 intermixe the corre&tion, and amendment of our : 


| 
| 
| 


| 
[ 


our hearts, for they deale exceeding vnfaithtully, | 
The Mulician,becauſe his inſtrumeErquickly growes | 


even then he will be tuning of it, as ſoone as he ſpies 
theleaſt jarring inany of the ſtrings : So muſt wee 


| hearrs, (which is done by ltric&t examination)roge- | 


| ther with their vſe and imployment, and not to bee 
likethe fooliſh mower, that ſtill mowes, and neuer | 
| whets his Sythe. | 
| Laſtly, fince all our hearts naturally are fo full 
| fraught with guile, being ſo vnmeaſurably and vn- 
| ſearchably deceitfull , as heerethe Prophet teac 1- 
 eth; it muſt cauſe vs in the heartic bewayling , and 


 confelfing of this corruption, to ſtriue for the con- | 
| trary grace, Wee, that by the mercy of Godpro- 
 feſſercligion more lincerely,areready tothinke our 


| ſelues wronged, if we be called hypocrites, and de- 
' ceitfull people. No, ſer vs make vie of ſuch impura- 
' tions,and profit by the raylings of our enemies. For 
they lay no other imputation vpon vs,then here God 


| that in our ſclues, which the God of truth hath laid 
vpon vs: but let vs rather fearch out this priuy and 
cloſe hypocrife of our hearts, and hauing found it, 
| purgethem of it. Preying with the Prophet, Renne | 


 4rizbt ſpirit in me, laboring for that ſame truth in the | 


inward parts, which God fo louerh,that ſo wee may | 
with | 


©}])TY?}SYES_——— 


- 
_ wr Tree = > 0 <= I IVIAS=oerep ce oo ee Re 


himſelfe doth, ſaying,7The heart of man, without ex-| 
ception of any, z deceitfull. So that the heart, even 
of the moſt holy and regenerate, is ſtill in part de-| 
| ceitfull, as in part it is wicked. Let vs not then deny 
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with Apelles, be approoued in Chriſt, and with Natha- 


attaine vnto, I will heere fer downe certaine, both 
meanes and motines, 


Cnar. XXX, 
Motiwes onto, and meanes of fincerity. 


He motives to incite vs vnto [incerity and (ingle- 

nes of heartare many, and powertul}, through- 
our the whole booke of god, ſome whereof I will 
vrge at this time. 

1. Sincerity is the girdle, whereby all other gra- 
cesaretied cloſe vnto vs : Sorbe Apoltle inthe de- 
(cription ofthe ſpiritual! armour , cals it the girdle} 
of truth . And therefore here allo is true that we lay, 


| this girdle. Let his gifts and graces be neuer ſo ex- 
cellent, yer they ſit butlovſe about him , when a 
ſtorme comes thay will eaſily be ſhaken off, From 
him that hath not , ſhall be takew away that hee hath. 
From-him that hath not the gitt of /oncereſant7ifica- 
tion , (hall be taken away thoſe common gitrs of an 
onerley , and ſuper ficiary illumination, yea ais ſhowes 
alſo of true ſan&tification. Nor onely that he hath 
ſhall betaken away, bur that alſo which he ſcemes to 
have. The Figge-rree that only made aſhew with 
leaues,hauingno fruit, in end,being curled, loit rhe 


| 


——_— - -- — o_—  ” — — — —— 


Bb leaues| 


Rom. 16, 


niel, true I{raelices in whom is no guile, euen the 7/4 tohn;. 
racl of God, pure in heart. The which that wee may | Gal. 6. 


 wngirt unbleſt, Hee is bur 2100le man, thatwants| pghecs, ;,, 


Mat, 13 13, 


Luke 13 18 


———_—. 


” OED = ———om_—_ - 


OS 


370 | _- decertfulneſſe of mans * 


_— 


leaues too, wherewithit decetued our Sauiour, and 
»ar.t1 20. || wholly withered.Gods gifts in an vnſound hart,con 
| trury a> it were to their own nature,being perverted 

to wrong ends; doeeuen ligh vnder our abuſe, and 

, God hearing their groanes, giues them the wings of 

the Eagle, to flye away from ſuch vniuſt poſleflors. 

| | How fearefull are the examples of many vnſound 
| profeſſors, who notwithſtanding all their goodly 
| Aouriſhes, have yer vanithed ar lait ? they have been 

| ; ſtript {tarke n.ked of all, their right hand hath for- 
\Pal.1z7.5, | gotit>kill,theirright eye hath been darkened, their 
; Ezech. 1117 | 1rme withered,they haue mouldred away, and be- 
come mec1 e nothings, vnſauory falt fit for nothing 
| ' bur the dunghill. Chriſt having told the Church of 
; Rev 3.2 Saras, that her graces were ready todye, giues this 


_——= <p=a-e- to - —enDe— —_—____— nao 


reaſon thereot. For 7 hawe not found thy workes per- 
fett before God. Therefore they are ready to dye, be- 
cauſe rainted with the infe&tion of hypocrilie. Had 
| not 1#d4z; many excellent graces of prayer, preach-, 
| ing,miracles ? &c. yet, foraſmuch as they wanted 


the falr of ſinceritiero preferue them from putrefa- 

| tion, both he and they miſerably rotted, and came 
' to fearefull deſolation. His heart becamea ſtyeand 
ſtablefor Sathan to lodge in, and to beget tharmon- 
ſtrous conception of barbarous and rreacherous vil- 
lany.So that what the Plalmiſt ſpeakertn concerning 
| the wicked: mans temporall eſtate, may truely be 

ſpoken concerning the hypocrites ſpirituall eſtate. 
” 37-35-36. | 7 ſaw him like the freſh lawrell, ſpreading himſeife, aud 

| flour:ſhing : but loe the roote being corrupt with hypo- 
crifie , hee could not hold out. Inquire for him, and 
for his many graces, his great knowledge, bis bur- 
og 
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ning zeale, his forward alacritie, &c. and loe their 
place cannot be found, The body when the foule is 
once gone, tay not long ſtay aboue ground. It muſt 
needs be buried. So the hypocrites graces wanting 
finceritie,which is the very ſoule and life of all grace, 
they are butaſtinking carrion, and what {hould an 
odious and vgly loathſome carkaſſe doe, bur bee 
thrown into the pit? Standeth it vs not then in hand 
to looke to our ſelues, that we be vprighr in heart, if 
we would enioy the ſweet comfort of our finall per- 
ſeuerance? For, as excellently Bradford, the way of 
Chriſt is the ſtraight way,and ſo ſtraight,that as tew 
can find it, and few walke in it,fſo none can halt im it, 
but muſt needs goe vpright. For as the ſtraightnes 
will ſuffer no reeling to this (ide or that ſide:ſo if any 
man halt, he is like to fall off the bridge into thepit 
of eternall deſtrution. An vnſound horſe that hath 
ſome ſecret fault, may carry as good a [hew as the 
ſoundeſt, and atthe firſt for a mile or two will tra- 
uell as freſhly and cheerefully as any, burat length 
hetires and giues ouer. Sois1it with an vnſound and 
deceitfull Chriſtian. Notwithſtanding all his faire 
beginnings, and bopetull entrances, yet hee conti- 
nuesnot. Letan Apple ſeeme never fo beautitull, i 
it be xotten at core,it wil quickly putrifie. The houſe 
bujlc on. the fand cannot ſtandalwaies, If a tempeſt 
ariſe, downe it goes, it fals, andthe tall thereof js 
 ergat; kethar of Jeruſalem, which though it were 
4 moſt glorious and godly .Citie, yet it was wholly 
ruined, and leuelled with the ground, not a tone left 
on x- ſtone; So great isthe fall of theſe ſandy Chri- 
Gangs, that it encii atonifheth them thatknery them 
| Bb 2 before 
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betorc, when they ſtood florilhing in A and 
beauty. So thatheerealſo wee may tranſlate thoſe 


apply them to the inward graces of the wicked ; 0h 
how horribly amd ſodainely are they conſumed? Thou haſt 
ſet them, and their graces too, in ſlippery ground : As 4 
areame th:y vani(h, te. Andas they in the Prophet, 
lament Tyr and Sidon, with the hke lamentation 
m.ay wee bewailethe pittifull ruinez of the vnſound 
Chriltian. Thou haft beene in Eden, the garden of God, 
as one of th: faireſt trees thereof : Enery pretions flone 
was in thy garment, the Ruby, the Tepazt, the Diamond, 
Cc. But alas, als, theſe great ones that werecloathed 


ches com? to deſolution. Yeſterday flouriſhing like one 
of the gallant Lillies , putting downe Salome? inall 
his glory, and alas to day caſt intothe fiery Oven of 
hell. The many gourds ofexcellent graces ſprouted 
out ſodainely , and grew mightily, and vndertheir| 
(hadow ye lat reioycing : butalas with /on25 his toy. 
For the worme of adeceitfull hart in one night hath 
as ſodainly conſumed chem all. So that now ye are 
worle then cuer before; as /onah, afrerthe periſhing 
of his gourd,troubled not only with the fun,buralſo 
with the Eaſt-winde,The winds of the Diuels temp- 
tations [hall be ler looſe more fiercely, to inrage the 
ſcorching Sunne of their owne concupiſcence and 
corruption;free liberty ſhall be given to thy former- 
ly reſtrained corruption ; &foraſmuch as thou waſt 
alwaiesa.Sow, power of re-entrance {halltbegran- 
ted to the impure ſpirit, with the company of ſcuen| 


_moy 


A — —_— —_—_— il. 


— op —————_— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


may carry thee headlong into the filthy and miry 
ſea of thine owne flelhlineſſe, there to wallow and 
tumble as before thy cleanfing. God hath threat- 
ned,and hee will be as good as his word,to ſpue out 
the luke-warme our of his mouth. Thinke notnow 
that God will bee like thee, that as thou cateſt vp 
thy vomit, fo hee will his,and ſufter thee, afterthou 
art once vomired, to come into his ltomacke again. 


Nay, becauſe hee ſaw thou walt ſuch a doyge that | 


thou wouldlt returneto thy (inne, which thou hadit 
vomited, therefore hath he ſpued thee out tor ever; 
to teach thee by his example in [puing thee out, how 
thou ſhouldſt have tpued thy in our, namely with- 
outa deſire of euer returning to it againe, as the 
Iſraelites to their forſaken Egypt. Such Iſraelites, 
thatafcer their departure from Egypt, carry yeta 
diſpofition of returning, in the wildernes muſt they 
die, into Godsrett neuer muſt they enter. O mile- 
rable caſe of the hypocrite, which 1s ſo deſperate, & 
irremediable ! The fall of the ſandy houſe, faith our 
Sauiour, is great, Heerein great, becauſe ſo quaſhed 
in ſhivers, that it cannot bee reared vp 2gaine, and 
the curſe of God is fuch vpon it, being fallen, that 
like Iericho and leruſalem it is irreedifiable. With 
my whole heart hane ſought thee, ſaith Dauid , ſuffer 
mee not to wander from thy commandements. In\inua- 
ting thereby, that ſuch as doe nor ſeeke God with 
their whole heart, that is, in finglenefle of heart, vn- 
fainedly, God will (uffer chem to wander in crooked 
blinde waies, and that fearefully and irreturneably- 
To the like purpoſe is that in the ſame Pſalme: Zer 
my heart bee upright inthy flatwtes, that 1 may neuer bee 
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| o/hamea, Fhole then that are noc vprighrtin heart, 
' God owes them a ſhame, and will aſſuredly pay it 
; vnto them.ls it nota ſhamefora man in good crade 
| ' to proue bankerupr, and turne beggir? will hee not 
| | bee alhamed to looke any bodyin the face, that 
| | knew him vefore ? ſo ſurely 1s it with the deceittul 
| 
| 


Chriſtian, when he is thus fallen away z being now 
made a miſerable {pe&tacle, and as it were a mon- 
{ter to be pointed at with the finger, thar as the true 
Iſraclite is noted out with a Behole, for imitation, 
Behold a true 1ſraclite in whom is no guile, lo hee with 
| a Behold, for deteſtation , behold the man that tooke not 
Phl.gz7. {GOD forhs ſftrenzth, \Whatalhaimeis this, when 
| | it will be ſaid, was not this the great Profeſſour, the 

' earneſt Preacher? and lo now with Demas, hee hath 
| imbraced the preſent world. Did not Adams Apo- 
ſtafte fill his tace with ſhame ? Howlſoever ſome- 
times this kinde of men have faces of wainſcore,and : 
foreheads of braſſe, yet their conſcience, [ dare ay, 

| isaſhamed ro ſee God diſconer their ht|rhy naked- 

[neſſe, by raking away their very ſhowes of grace, 
| 'and bringing their ſecret wickednefle to light, ] 
| conclude then this firſt motive with the wordes of | 
| Lute 12, 1.2. | our Saujour, whoſeit is. Take heede of H-ypocriſie. For 
| there is nothin? hi1 that (fall not bee reuealed, mor co- 
| wered , that 1t (ball not bee knowne, How righteous,O 
| Lord, isthis thy judgement vpon hypocrites? They 


| Tohn1, 47- 
| 


are not that they /eeme,and are thought to bezThere- 
; fore atlaſt they (hall ſeeme, and be thoughtto be thar 
they are. 

2. Sincerity is the higheſt perfe&tion attainable 
| in this life. That which is wanting in the meaſure 


of 


_ _ 
1 


| 


perfection. Thole thac in one place areſaid to bee 


| be vpright, 
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of obedience and holineſſe, is made vp in the truth, 
and foundneſle thereof. Therefore Peter being 
asked of the meaſure of his loue to Chriſt, loueſt thou 


mee more then theſe? an{wererh onely concerning the 
truth ; being asked of the quantity, anſwereth onely | 


| concerning the qualitie, Lord thou knoweſt that 1 lowe 


thee, For the quantity, it matters not ſo much with | 
thee : None loues thee ſo muchas hee ought : but | 
for the lincere quality , which is all in all with thee, | 
as for char, I appeale to thy lelfe. Hence it is that | 
where the Scripture ſpeaketh of perfection , irisro | 
be vnderſtood of finceritie , in the feeling of imper- | 
tection, and in an earneſt deltring, and aſpiring after 


perfect, in another, by way of expolition, are ſaid to 


3. Where (inceritie is, there God both comers 
and cures all other intirmities. As hypocrifie drow- 
nech many excellent graces, and cauf.ch God to 
take nonotice of them ; lo contrarily (1nceritie ma- 
ny groſle infirmities, and by drawing the eyeof 
Godroitſelfe, cauſerh ic to winke at them. How 
many infirmities ſcaped trom the good Prophet 
Dazid ? his numbring the people, his countertei- 
ting madneſſe, his colluliion with Achiſh, his raſh 
anger, and furious ſwearing and vowing the death 
of Nabal, and his vniult dealing with good poore 
Mephiboſheth. Theſe things were linnes, yer lince- 
rity wasa vayle vato them. Becaule lincerity was 


not ſo ſhaken in his other ſinnes, as in his murther 
and adultery : God that rooke ſome ſpeciall notice | 
of this laſt, would take none at all of the other. 
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| The heart of Dand, (auth the Scripture, was vpright 
' in all thmgs, [awe inthe matter of Yriah. When ar He- 
zc>irbs Pallcouer , there had: beene fome want in 
{ome of the people their preparation, yet Hezechiah 
charicably preſuming of the lincerity, and honefty 
of their hearts, praics thus tor them ; The good Lord 
bee mercifull to him that prepareth his whole heart to 
ſeeke the Lord God, though heebe notclen{ed according 
to the purification of the SanFuary, Lo how lincerity 
preuaited againit the defe@t of legall purification, 
being more puwertuli to draw Gods blef{ing, then 
the ocher his curſe. Some of Aſaes infi-mitics hauing 


1gh places were not taken away, yet the conclu:1 


on is , let hu heart was wprizht towaras the Lord all | 


his dayes. Lo how all other bis inirmities. are coue 


heart. Lo how allother his. graces are buried in the 


graue of an vnſound heart: Great wvertwes not {weet- 


God imputes nor. 


cure alſo (inceritiesimperfeions;giuing.it ſtrength 


| 


For the eyes of the Lord beha'd all the earth to (hew 
hix- 


ned with ſinceritie, are no. ername-t vnto vs: And | 
preat infirmities, not ſoured with hypocrifie, areno || 
great deformities. Thoſe God acknowledges not : theſe | 

4. Neither doth God coner one!y, but in time 


and d11ly exerciſe of graceto preuaile againſt rhern, | 


| 


beene mentioned by the Holy Gioſt, as that the| 


red with the mantle of (incerity. Contrarily in chu. | 
wee may obſerue, how the huly Ghoſt atter a large | 
deſcription of many excellent things done by him, | 
doth at laſt as it were draw a croſle line, and blat | 
out ail ſpoken þctore with this conclulton 3; But lehu | 
regarded nat to walke ns the law of the Lord with all vis | 
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 himſelſe firong with them that are of wpright heart. 


Howlſocuer they may bee weake: inthemiclues, yer 
they (hall feele Gods ſtrength perfeCting it (eltein 
their weakneſle. For as it isin the Plaln.e , with the 
wpright thou wilt bee pright ; thou wilt not taile him 
in his neede. No, The Lord s meere to them that call 

him, that call uponhims in truth, he is neere wich 
the powerfull prefence of his Spirit,to helpe them in 


all cheir infirmities and temptations. VVhereupon 
the Plalmilt prayes : Loe goos © Lord to them that 
are true in heart; yea, andaſluresvs out of his owne 
experience that God x goo to Iſrael, euen inthe mid- 
delt of afdition and cemptation. butto what Iſrael? 
to th: pure inherrt, And Paul promiſeth fuch as are 
' ſample to emill,, that is (incere-hearted, that they (hall 
nat alwaies beheld captive vnder their infirmities, 
but at length yathan (hall be: troad vndertheir feer. 
Ic is the wont of the Lord to reward the- {inceritie 
of alictle grace, with abundance of greater graces. 
Nithaniel, before his comming to Chriſt, could. 
hive no great knowledge, yet being atrue lſraclite, 
voide of gui'e, Chriſt furtherinltghtens hin, piues 
him the light of the true Meſhah,nor onely bodily, 
bur ſpiritual, indues him w:th true faich,and promi-. 
ſes him ſtil} greater matters. Alas, the weake & dim 
knowledge that the noore: Funuch, and Cornelius 


cording to the poore we-ſure of knowledge they 
hid, they worſhipped G:'d {incerely , an Evange- 
Iſt was ſens tothe one, and both: an Angell, and an 


all their needes, to reveve, and ſuccour themagaiaſt | 


had in the myſtery of godiineſle : yer becauſe ac- | 
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pell, anda fuller largeſle of ſpirituall gifts. For as 
thecurſe of God is vpon hypocrilie,todecreaſe and 
deſtroya great deale, a great ſtocke of grace, fo the 
bleſſing of God is vpon linceritie, to increaſe the lit-| 
tle ſtocke, the two mites, the graine of Muſtard-ſced 
of ſincerity. So that as in the outward eſtate, ſoallo | 
inthe inward, it is true which the Prophet ſpeakerh 
of rhe truechilde of God. A bitle unto the righteous 
is better then great riches to the wicked. For as Gods 
curſe blowes vpon the great reuenues of wicked 
men, ſo har they often fall intodecay, and are for- 
ced as the Plalmilt faith, to come and borrow | 
euen of the godly man, who is poorer, that is, hat: 
,not ſo much as they : ſo aiſo it is in the ſpiritua!! | 
riches of the hypocrites graces, compared with the | 
'vpright Chriſtians. Their great gifts they hauc 


Proſper not: in the time of their trouble they are | 


glad ro borrow as it were of poorer men, to craue | 
comfort and reliete of meaner Chrittians, nor ſv 
richly gifted as themfelues : like as rhe foolith Vir- 
gins in the parable, forall the great blaze of their 
Lampes,were faineto-begge oyle of the wile: Hence 
it is that the vpright mans'\lictle portion of grace, is 
berter then the greater (ſhare of the hypocrite ; be- 
cauſe it thrives in his hands, and by his good hul- 
bandry quickly riſes 3 the ſecret curſe of God, 13 a 
moath, eating vp, and waſting the other... Is not a 
little ſpring better then a greatpond ? Yes. Form; 
Summer, when the great pond is dried vp, thelirtle 


fpring ſtill holds out and does vs ſervice. So is it 


with the graces of ſincerity.. Though theyare but 


lirtle | 


ur ”*- 
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little as the oyle in thecruſe, and the meale in the 
barrell of the Sareptan widdow ; yetthey baveſuch 
a ſpring, tharas [hee held out in the famine, wwhen 
many of better eſtate, in all ikelthood periſhed, io 
when the proud hypocrite, that had ten ta'ents, is 
broken, and hath brought his ten talents to none, 
yet the humble {incere Chriſtian, that had bur iwo 
talents continues ſtill, and hath brought his two 
to foure, his hue talents to ten. And whac is the rea- 
' ſon of this increaſe ? Euen his (incerity. Becauſe thou 
| haſt beene faithful , lairh our Sautour , in a little, 1 
| will make thee ruler oner much. Surely David, as all 
' orher Chriſtians, had no great ſtockero begin with- 
; all : for the kengaome of heauen, inthe firſt beginning, 
15 but a3 2 2ramme of Muſtard-ſeede : yer in ſhort ſpace 
of tine, that his little faithfully imployed, and 
wiſely husbanded , brought fo admirable an en- 
creaſe, that the poore Prentiſe got before thericheſt 
| Merchants inthis kinde, euen the Teachers them- 
ſelves, andthe graue Sages, and ancient Fathers, 
| that had of a long time knowne him that was from 
| the beginning, were of his old acquaintance,and were 
' in Chriſt long before him. 1, the other day a poore 
| puny, a freſh-man, have now got more vnder/tanding. 
' then all my teachers , tor all cheir great reading, yea, 
then all my auncients, tor all their long expericnce. 
| But how mightthis cometo paſle? Becauſe / kept thy 
precepts, namely in iincerity. Thi 7 had, faith hee, 
| namely, the grace to remember the name of God in 
'the night, to make his ſtatutes my ſongs inthe houſe 


of my pilgrimage, &c. b:cauſe Ikept thy precepts. 


amplifies 


| 


| 5- Sincerity as it leſſens ſomething our cuill,ſo it | 
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- and addes to the glory of our good ati- 
ons, even fuch as are but of the lower ſort. There 
is notthe meaneiſt ation whatſoceuer , which lince- 
rity will not (eta faire gloze vpon, and procure ir, 
that grace in the eyes of God , thatin ſome reſpets 
it ſhall bee matchable even to workes farre greater, 


| in their owne Nature. A poore labouring man that 


{ lives by his hands, having beene faithfullin toat 


| place, and performing fincere obedience therein to 


God, may have as much comfort on his death-bed, 
as the beit Miniſter and Magittrate, whoſe ſeruice 


theirs, his comfort alſo ſhall bee greater. For Go4 
regardsnot ſo much the marter,as the forme 'of our 
obedience, not ſo much the thing that wee doe, as 
the afftetion wherewith wee doe it, Where lince- 
rity is, there, inthe meaneſt workes that are, toge- 
ther with them , the heart is giuento God. And 


the morea man giues of his heart to God, the more 
acceptable is his worke. iddowes mite could 
weigh bur light : bur her heart weighed heauy. And 


ſo her heart being purto her mite, gave it weight 
aboue the greater, but farre more hartleſſe largeſſe 
of the Phariſe. Sinceritie is to our workes, as ſpirit 
is to our bedies, maketh it farre better, chen a grea- 
ter, wherethere is more fleſh , but lefle ſpirit. O 
rare and excellent vertue of finceritic, which can 
make light drammes, and barly cornes as mafſie 
and ponderous, as the huge talent. Whereas con- 
trarily che want of [inceritie maketh talents as light 
as feathers, Hypocrifie,ſach is the filth of it, = 
ſet 


yetis init ſelfe farre more honourable, Yea, it his, 
linceritie in his calling bee greater then theirs is in; 


| 
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ſeth thepureſt merrals, and turneth very gold, yea 
precious ſtones into ruſty iron ; Contrarily, linceri- 


————— 


tie inan excellent kinde of A4/himy, turneth iron in- | 


to gold, and as once our Sauiour, water into wine, 
Hypocriſie cauſeth the moſt glorious workes of 
almes,praycr,preaching, with great indignation to 
be reiefted: Sincerity the pooreſt works, of keeping 
lheepe, ſweeping the houſe,&c. with great fanour | 
to be accepted. Sinceritie then isall in all. A {in- 
cere Rahah is better then an vnſound 1udas. As in 
the natural! body, to vie S.. {uftens compariſon,the 
caſc of the ſound fingeris ſafer then of the blindiſh 
eye. The finger indeede is butalictle ſmall ching, 
andcannot doe ſuch ſeruice asthe eye, iris nor of 
that admirable nimblenefſe and quickneſſe, nor 
cannot guide, and dire& the whole body ; as the 
eye doth. And yet it is better to bea finger, and to: 
be ſound, then to be an eye, end to be dime, and 


darke, ready to fall out of the head. Better in Gods 
family co be a faithfull doore-keeper , and fo to bee 
fure to hold ourplace, then to bee an vnfaichfull 
Steward,and fo with him in the Goſpel,to bethruſt 
out,and come tothe danger of begging. When wee. 
cometodie, it is not the greatneſle, or the mul- 
titude of thoſe good workes which wee haue done, 
but the good difpolition of an honeſt and (incere 
heart, in the doing of them that muſt then ſtand vs 
in ſtead, The Pfalmiſt pronounces them bleſſed 
that are vpright in their way. He maketh no choiſe 
ofthe way, he doth not ſay :Bleſled arethey thar are 
vprightinthe way of the Miniſtery, or the Magi- 


ſtracy, but ſpeaking indifferently of any way allo = 
able 


{ 
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able by the word, bee it neuver.{o G&mp'e or meane, 
he ſaith : Bleſſed are the vprighc ingheir way, what- 
ſoeuer it be ; bee it butto bee a drudge ina kitchin, 
yet hee that is vpright in his way is bleſſed ;as con- | 
trarily hee that is not vprighcin a fairer, and more. 
g'orious way , as the way of ,Mpoſtleſhip, is curled. 
God lookes not {o much to the way, as to thy | 
foote in walking in the way. Let the way be neuer lo | 
meane , yet no. diſcomfort, it thou walke in it vp- 
rightly : let it beneuer ſo glorious, yet no.comfort, 
ifrhou walke.in it haltingly. Therefore Ezechiah be- 
ing ſtrucken with that thunderbolt of the ſentence. 
of death,what was his comfort? Euen this, the con- | 
ſcience of his {igceritie. 0 Lord, thou knoweſt 1 haue 
walked with an pright heart. This was his onely re- 
fuge. Thoughthoſe good workes he had done,were 
in regard of his calling of the higheſt note, the re- 
ſtoring of therrue worſhip of God, the purging of 
the defiled Temple and Prieſthood : yet bee doth 
not comforthimlelie with rheſe ſo worthy workes 
O Lord, thou knoweſt I hauecleanſed thy Sanftua- 
ry, cretted thy, worſhip, repaired chegdecayed wals 
of lerufalem ;xenyed the glory and beauty of thy 
| Siox +.no , but without inſtancing in any particu- 
lars he had done,hemengipns anely the manner of 
doing, 'his {ipgeritie- of, affection in all his doings. 
thanewalted:hfgre hte withia perfect brart. Sohbow 
many: and.glorjous were the. warkes of Paul y/ his 
mirades,hispteacbing, planting of Churches, con- 
erfion of Gpncts,fuffering of perſecutions? Yer 
reuniting bis Jites/:inhat was: his chictelt comfort ? 
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not that we have caſt out rhe Diuels,healcd the ſick, 
clenſcd the lepers, by the thunder of my preaching 
| cauſed Sathan-to fall downe from Heauen like light- 
| ning 3 (no none of all thele were his comfort : ) bur, 
| that in ſirplicitie and godly prrencſſe wee haue had 
' our connerſation in the world, Hence it was that rhe 
| Apoſtles when they returned to Chriſt, reioycing in 
' their victory ouer the Diue!l were checked, and bid- 
 dentoreioycenot in any other thing, then in that 
' which euery fincere Chriſtian, though neucr ſo 
meane-4nd contemprible ,- may-freioyce in as weil 
as they, namely, that their names were wri:ten 
|in heaven, 
| - 6. The ſpeciall hatred, andamiparhiethatis in 
God againit deceittulneſſe thovld bee a ſtrong mo- 
| tive vnro {incericie. There can beno vnion betwixt 
| Godand the hypocrite ,.inregard of the grear dit- 
imilitade of di[politions. Godis lingle 3 and hee 
is double : having a heart and a heart, and there- 
fore cannot be as Dawia, a man according to Gos 
| heart. The hypocrice is crooked, and God 1s 
ſtraight : And how will you compa@ together, 
and make even ſtraight and crooked! ? How can 
| rhere bee friend{hip betwixt them rhiat are'cuery 
| way of cohtrary difpolitions? But where there 1s 
+likeneſſe of manners, there ea(ily will hearrs be glu- 
£1; and riueted together. Now the vpright in 
heart are according to Godsgowne heart, and there- 
 fore1s Stomen ſaies , thryarehbi delight. The Lord 
ſo louerh the truth in the mward parts, that hee 
himſelfe with his owne mouch will commend ; yea. 
andadmirerhe true Iſraclites.':Beholdatrue mag 
| ſai 
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ſaid our Lordof ANatraniel. Though (inceritie lurke 
with Sal, and care not for being beheld, yer God 
brings it forth to light, and bids others behold it. So 
true is that of the _— thatthetrue lewes praiſe 
6 of God. Was it thought ſuch a matter for Achilles, 
co haue the Poet Homer deſcriber of his vertues ? O 
the glory then of the ſincere Chriſtian, that ſhall 
haue God himlſelfe the trumpetter of his praiſes? 
But hee loathes and abhorres the bypocrite,cuen as 
the ftomacke doth luke-warme water, hee diſtaſtes ' 
him as much as hee doth the groſle and open offen-| 
ders. Therefore it is that yoakes them with ſuch in 
their puniſhment, Doe good O Lord, to the trac 

is heart : But thoſe that turne aſide by their crooked | 
wayes , them (thatis hypocrites } the Lord ſhall leade 
away with the workes of iniquitie z yea , and reproach-! 
eth them with their name, when hee inflits the pu- | 
niſhment, Depart ye workers of iniquitic. Therefore 
it isalfo, that when he would threaten a mana grie- | 
vous puniſhment indeed, heefſaies, hee will give him 
his portion with hypocrites. And indeede the hypo- 
crites puniſhment muſt needes bee very grieyous, | 
ſince hee muſt be ſpewed out of Gods mouth. Now | 
the baſe(t places that are wee thinke good enough 
tocaſt vp aur gorgein. So odious is the luke-warme 
hypocrite in the eyes of God, that in ſome re-; 
gard hee can better away with the ſtarke colde 
Atheiſt, andopenly prophaneand ſcandalous Epi- 
cure,as who would not rather have an open, then a 
ſecret and friend-like enemy. Chryſoſtome (ayes 
well, that ſhee is a worſe woman that in hypocriſie 


blurres her face-with teares, that ſhee might be 
judged 
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indged an humble penitentiarie , then ſhee that 
beautifies it with paiaced colours, that ſhee might 
berepured a faire and louely creature. And inthe 
ſame proportion of reaſon wee may ſay that God 
more hateth the Popiſh ohacifeicel picing of the 
body by counterfeit faſting , then the Epicuriſh 
pampering ot the body with gluttony, and belly- 


And this hee ſhewes moſt apparantly, in that hee 
willnot indure hee ſhould come ncere him in any 
ſervice, orſacrifice of prayer or praile. For his 
{harpenoſe eaſily diſcernerh, and is offended with 
the ſtinking brearh of his rotren lungs, though his 
words be neuerſo ſented,and perfumed with ſhewes 
of holineſle. 

7: And as in other regards God thinkes him 
vnhe to comeneere him, ſo ſpeciallie in the funi- 
on of the Miniſterie. Some ſuch indeede haue 
come neere him, as #d.zs amongſt the Apoſtles. Bur 
often hath hecaſt them our with reproach, as vnſa- 
uory {alt into the dunghill. Whatſoeuer their other 
ſufficiencies , and inablements may bee, yet their 
want of a ſound heart makes God hold them vn- 
worthy of this honourable calling. For this is the 
ſpeciall thing 7equired of the Diſpoſers of Gods ſe- 
crets , that enery may be found faithfull, Therefore 


cheare. So our of conceit is God with hypocrilie., 


when Simon M1gus would haue been medling heere: | 
Simon Peter thruſt him away , and told him plaine- | 
ly , thou haſt no part , or fellowſhip in this miniſtration. 
And marke the reaſon, why ; for thine heart is not 
right in the fight of God. Burt though all with this 
Simon, arenotthus kept out, yet God ſhewes his 
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| diſlike of them ſome other wayes,cither caſhiering 
| them with great diſgrace, orelſe making both them 
'an i their miniltery vile and contemptible. For the 
Lenit40,3, | Lord will bee ſanttifiedinthem that come neere him , if 
not in the ſinceritie of their ſantification, yer certain- 
ly inthe ſeuerity of their condemmation. 

8. Andasthe hypocrite is thus vnfit for God, fo 
alſo forall good men to have any thing to do with ; 
ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeede the very bo:- 
Atisi5. |ches of any Chriſtian ſocietie. Zydia deſired Paul 
and Sys vpon no other condition to enter into 
her houſe, thenthis ; if they had iudged her faith- 
full. And Dazid, hauing prayed for the [weet com- 
_ __ | pany,and communion of the godly : Let ſuch as feare 

8. | thee turn: ato me,and ſach us know thy teſtimonies, im- | 
mediately addeth another prayer : Let my heart be v- 
right in thy ſtatwes, that I may neuer be aſhamed, Infſinu- 
ating thereby, that he ſhould bee vnhit for the com- 
pany of Godschildren, vnleſs his hart were vpright. 
As therefore, inthe former ſpeech he prayed for the 
company of the godly, fo in the latter ,tor that 
which might make him meet for their company, ſo 
that hee might hold out in that bleſſed fellowſhip, | 
without being alhamed, when inthe end for want of 
ſinceritte, hee ſhould be ſhaken off by his compani- 
ons. And againe, theſame Prophet deſcribing what 
kinde of Court he would haue, when he came to the 
Kingdome, baniſheth fromit the deceirfull perſon, 
Pal. 191+ 67. | and makes choiſe only of the faithfull, Mine eyes ſhall 
be to the faithfull of the land,that they may dwel with me. 
He that walketh in a perfett way he ſhall ſerue me. There 
ſball no deceitfull perſon dwell within my houſe. 

| 6. Againe, | 
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6. Againe,hypocrilie is ſo loathed by God, that 
hee grudgeth ir the leaſt ſucceſle in any thing it go- 
eth about. Jacobs ſonnes hauing treacheroully ſold 
their brother, would yet couer their (in, as with a 
ly,ſo with a fained hypocriticall conſolation of their 
mournefull old Father. But with all their wordes 
could not they in the leaſt ſort cheere him vp. They 
were but zuſerable comforters, becauſe fained 
Hence it is that'the blefling of God is not ſo vſuall, 
nor ſo large vpon the lahours of hypocrites, though 
neuer io well qualified, as of tincere Preachers, 
though otherwiſe of meaner gifts. If thou wilt turne 
Unto me, thouſh:lt conuert , ſaid God to leremy. And 
this is giuen as the reaſon of 1947 the Bapriſts, ſo 
great ſucceſlſe in conuerſion of ſoules , becauſe hee 
{hould haue the ſound & powerfull ſpirit of Elas. He 
{ball convert, ſaith the Angell to Zachary , many of the 
children of 1[rael to their Lord God, Why lo ? For be fhal 
goe before him, not in the ſpirit of hypoeriſie,but in the ſpi- 
rit andpower of Elias.So wherethe good hand of God 
is noted in the ſucceſſe of E/7aes iourney,thisreaſon 
: given therofeuen Eſraes faithfull and honeſt heart 


to Godward. He came to leruſalem according to the good 
hand of his God that was wpon him.For Eſra has prepared 
his heart to ſeeke the law of the Lord, and to do ity. 
to. Well, but this ſometimes befals linceritie, 
for it further trial to be denied ſucceſſe, God forbid, 
yet that any one ſhould be indged an bypocritefor 
want of ſucceſſe. This would argue want of charity 
and iudgement ? butto ſeethe miſery of an hypo- 
critein the want of ſucceſle, and the happines of the 


fincereprofeſſor in the ſame caſe. Fortheone hath 
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comforr in the conſcience of his (incerity : the other 
15 vexed and tormented with the guilt of his vn- 
ſoundnefle, and taketh this puniſhment as a juſt re- | 
buke therot. The vnſound miniſters, let his paines be | 
ncucr fo great, his preaching neuer ſo profitable, 
yer, it itrake nor, hath iuſt cauſe to lay the blame | 
not vpon his hearers, but himſelfe. For well may he | 
thinke with himſelte. How ſhould I looke that God |! 
ſhould grace words comming from a corrupt and | 
impure heart, with the attendance of his holy ſpirit? | 
But ſuch Miniſters, as inthe want of ſucceſle, are 
priuyto themſelnes of their owne finceritie , they 
may ſay with Paul, 2. Corinthians 3. 4. 5. If our | 
Goſpell bee hid , it s hid to them that periſh. \N by ſo? | 
For wee preach not our ſelucs, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and our ſelues, your ſeruants for leſus ſake. Marke how 
the Apoſtle alleageth his finceritic in the diſcharge 
of his miniſtery,asa reaſon of comfort, when it pre- 
uailed not; aſſuring himſelte vpon this ground,thar 
the fault was inthe hearers themſclues, and not in 
him, orin his preaching. The hypocrites ſucceſſe 
then is eicher none at all, or comtortleſle, and fo as | 
goodas none. For all the ioy of his ſucceſle,is daſh- | 
ed with the conſcience of his own hypocriſie. Wher- | 
as the (incere Chriſtiangas he is vnder the promiſe of | 
ſucceſle, and ſo often hath it: ſo when for iuſt cauſes | 
God ſees it not fit to accomplilh this hispromiſe, be- 
ing onely conditional, yet then hath he more com- 
fort in his ſucc-ſefull ſincerity,then the hypocrite for 
hislife can haue, in his moſt ſucceſ/efull and happieſt 
hypocrifie. Yea, the ſincere Chriſtian being a behol- 
der of his ſucceſſe,often carries away all the comfort 


thereof 
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thereof, when the miſerable hypocrite himlelfe is 
left drye and deſtitute, Theſucceſle of a good worke 
donein (inceritie,iseſpecially cofortableto the wor- 
ker himſelfe, aboue that it is to others. Contrarily, 
that comfort which is in the ſucceſle ofan hypocriti- 
tical good work is wholly others,the workman him- 
ſelfe hath not the leaſt 1ot. Hence S. Pal, though 
the falſe Apoſtles were his aduerſaries, & preached 
ofenuy to vex him, and thought lictle of prouiding 
matter of comfort for him, yet bereioyced in their 
; preaghing, and the fruit thereof, Whereas yer they 
| themſelues, preaching onely of vaineglory and con- 
tention, could not haue the leaſt comfort thereby. 

{ 11. Laſtly,inalldangers, trials, temptations, //#- 
| ceritie maketh vs valiant and couragious, begerting 
' |invsthe true, manly, generousand heroicall ſpirits, 
euen that Zion-like boldnes ſpoke off in the Prowerbs. 
[ris not put out of countenance with the falſe accu- 
ſations of flanderous tongues. Itthroweth them off, 
as Paul did the viper vnhurt; yea, in a holy ſcorning 
itlaughetharthem , as the wilde afſe in 7ob, doth at 
the horſe & the rider. No,no,the brelt-plate of righ- 

teouſnes, the brazen wall of a good conſcience tea- 

reth no ſuch arrowes.It ſaith with Paxl, 7paſ/e not for 

| mans indeement. Though mine aduerſary ſhould write 

a booke againſt me, would 1 not take it vpon my ſhoulder, 

| and bind: it a acrowne ontomee ? faith Job. Yea, fur- 
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Prou. 28. r, 
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therfaith thatholy man , 7 will tell him the number of 
my goings,l wil acquaint him with my wholelite, and 
let kim picke what hee can thereour, (© lictle doe] 
know by my elſe. O the confidence of ſincerity : yea 
yet further, will. come onto him,not as a guilty trem 
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bling flaue, bur a aprince, that being ſtrongly guar- 
ded both with armed men; and his Subiects loue; | 
and imboldened with the might and right ofhis own | 
power,walkes ſecurely,and without feare.O the no- | 
ble ſpirits of lincerity ! And indeed euery true Chri-| 
ſtian, being aſpirituall Prince, hath the ſpirit of the | 
beſt Prince, ashauing that Princely priuiledge of a | 
double guard,the guard ofthe Angels withour,8 of 
a good conſcience within, the peace whereof, as the 
Apolile ſpeaketh, is in ſtead of a guard againſt ad. 
uerſary power. Shall now ſuch a Prince, ſo guarded, 
regard the enmity ofany ? fearethreatnings of any, 
though neuer ſo mighty? No. Wel may others feare 
him, as Herod and Sasl, proud tyrants did : the one 
lohn,his poore miniſter, knowine,ſaith the Scripture, 
he was a iuſt man & holy ; the other Dauid, his poore 
ſubie& forthe ſame cauſe : buthee feares none but 
God ; ncither yet him ſlauiſhly, God hath not given 
vs the ſpirit of feare, but of power and loue, and of 4 
ſound mind, ſaiththe Apoſtle; oppoſing the ſpirit of 
feareto the ſpirit.of ſoundnes andfincerity. And in- 
deed asthere is nothing more boldthen a ſound con- 
{cience ; ſo nothing more baſe, or ſooner abaſhed, 
then an vnſound conſcience, deſtitute of this (inceri- 
ty. Eliahin hisrags had the heart to goc meer Ahab 
in hisrobes, and Dauidinthe midſt of all hisreproa- 
ches, had the face toprofeſſe the name of God be- 
fore Kings and Princes, without ever being blanked 
ar their preſence. For, ler a man bee neuer ſomuch 
deiected, this {inceritie will reuiue, and refreſh his 
ſpirit, and putnew life into him. Contrarily Pexer, 


when he ruthed, in thepreſumprion of his deceitfull 
heart 
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heart, into danger, wichout this fence and forrifica- 
tion, howdaſtardly a coward ſhewed hee himlſelfe ? 
Sec how ſmall a thing daunted him; euen the words 
of a poore filly wench. Who yer afterward, cloa- 
thed with this armour, was fo ſtout and manly, 
that not the high Prieſt himſelfe, nor all his priſons, 
nor puniſhments whatſocuer, could any thing appall 
him; ſointhe affliftions ſent by God, O thereleefe 
that then finceritie yeeldes within, when all other 
things faile vs ! This cauſeth vs to lift vp our heads 
with ioy ; when others are at their very wits end for 
feare. The hypocrite inpeace, and ſecuritie, may 
leeme ſtrong and valorous; butler God by ſome at- 


| fiction dragge him out, asit were by the cares from 


his lurking hole, and conuent him before his tribu- 
nall, andthou ſhalrnort ſee any thing more abie& 
or hartleſſe. Thenis that of the Prophet verified. The 
a in Sion are afraid, afearess come among the hy- 
poerites. Who amone vs ſhall dwell with the denouring 
fire ? Who amone vs ſhall dwell with the cuerliſting 
barnines ? Burt the lincere heart, even in this caſe, 


holds out confident and comfortable. VVhen Chriſt 
ſeemed to ſet himſelfe againſt Peter, and to call the 
truth ofhis profeſſion intoqueſtion, with that three- 
fold pinching demand, Symon, loneſt thon me ? Peters 


faithtull heart ill held ir-owne, and ouercame in 
that wreſtling, Lord, thow knoweſt 1 lone thee. O the 
boldnes of fincerity, that dares make God the 7udge, 
when he makes himſelfethe accuſer ! When 79b had 
againſt himnot onely the Divell his enemy, puth- 
ing at him with his poyſoned weapons, bur cuen 
his owne friends, ſcourging him with their tongues, 
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yea his owne wifea thorne pricking him in the eye; 
yea his owne God, miſerably lathing his naked ſoule 
with Scorpions , »what was itthar relieued him a- 
gainſt all tneſe, but the remembrance of his owne 
vprightneſle, inthe courſe of his lite by-paſt? And 
therefore he ſaid, Yutill 1 dye 1 will newer take away my | 
imnocency from my ſel/e, My heart ſhell not reproue mee | 
for my daies. Who now would want ſuch a compa- | 
nion, ſuch a friend as ſinceritieis, and that ſtickes (© | 
cloſe varo vs,and yeeldeth ſuch (weet comtort,euen | 
in our ſoreſt trials, and hardeſt ſtreights ? 

Hererthen happily ſome, feeling the want of this 
ſo neceflary a grace, will enquire concerning the 
Meanes to attaine thereto, 

The firſt meanes is, for a man alwayes to poſſelle his | 
heart,withthe apprehenſion of Gods preſence, and | 
ſo keepe it in his feare continually, i@ walke as E- 
noch did with God, as being in hiseye, and wich 
Moſes ſeeing him tharis inuitible. Walke before mee, 
ſaith God to Abraham,and be wright. Firlt, Walke be- 
fore mee, (etchy ſelfe in my preſence, behold my all- 
ſceing cve,thar ſecth in thedarke,cuen inthe darkeſt 
corners of the heart, and then bee wpright. This ap- 
prehenſion of Gods preſence will qualh, and cruſh 
even the very firſtrifings of hypocriticall thoughts. 
Whar ? God ſees mee, and ſhall I dare to dally with 
him ? If but a man,nay if buta child could looke in- 
to my heart, I durlt not deale doublely and deceit- 
tull .= ow then may Idarero doe ſo,when the God 
of heauen ispreſent,and beholds me ? Hypocii ie a- 
r.ſerh from theſecret Atheiſme of the |.cart,where- 
by hee ſaith : Tufo none ſeeth. And inthis regard 
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Ananias and Saphira, a paire of noble hypocrites are 
ſ1id to tempt God intheir hypocrilie, thatis, ro make 
rriall of him, whether hee were preſent every where 
or no,and ſo knowing al things,were able to reueale 
their hypocrilie. And for the fame cauſe did Peter 
tell chem, that they lied not to men, but to the Holy 
Ghoſt ; becaule they thought they were out of Gods 
| hearing, and onely Peter, and they with him, heard 

them. Thereforethe Church in the Pſalmes ſhew- 
eth how they were kept in their {inceritie,ftrom dea- 
ling falſly in their couenant with God;becauſe they 
remembred that God would {earch it, as being the 
ſearcher of the heart. AndS. Pal notably ioynes 
theſe rwotogether ; Wee make not merchandiſe of the 
word of Go4; we play not the huckſters with it : but 
as of ſinceritie, as of God, m the fight of God, ſpeake wee 
#n Chriſt, It is iwpoliible for a man to ſpeake, asin 
Gods preſence, and not to ſpeake lincerely. 

A ſecond meanes is, diligently to reuiew all our 
works of obedience,as once God did his of creation, 
and to obſerue the peace and comfort of conſcience 
which we finde,when we do good things with good 
hearts, as on the contrary the trouble and diſquier 
of minde when we doe otherwiſe. And withal when 
we take our ſelues thus tardy,in a holy indignation, 
rotake rcuenge of our ſelues, judging and condem- 
ning our ſelues before the Lord. The very thinking 
of the after-reckonings we mult come ro, when we 
haue done our worke, will make vs take heede how 
we doe it. For who is there that vſeth for all his aCti- 
ons, at the daies end to call himſelfe to a ſevere ex- 
amination,as the hard Maſter doth his ſeruancs,that 

muſt 
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muſtnot ncedes in the very imiddeſt of his ations 
reaſon thus'with himfelfe ?- Anon all this which 

now Idoe,muſt very narrowly bee looked oner, if it 

bee not done faithfully and ſincerely, I ſhall ſmart 

for itthen-; Othe wrings and ſecret pinches which 

mine owne guilty-heart will give me; yearhe laſhes 

which by mine owne couenant, I am tyed to giue 

my ſelfe, in caſe my worke bee found blurred with 

hypacriſie? It ſtands mee in hand therefore to looke 

trot, that thouglrmy worke, by reaſon of my weake 
skill, be but meane, yeritmay bee cleane, though it 
beenorfine, yet it may net bee foule, beeing ſoyled 
and {lubbered with the flurre of a rotten heart. 

A third meanes istrue humiliation of ſpirit. For 
where this is, there muſt needs bee the deniall of our 
ſclues. And where there is true deniall of ourſelucs, 
there isnot hypocriſiez which teſtiheth a man even 
in ſeeking God, to ſeeke himſelfe, andin preaching 
Chriſt ropreach himſelfe. And therefore the Apo- 
ftle oppoling his owne fincere, to others deceitful! 
preaching, ſaith, We preach net our ſelnes, but the Lord! 
Teſus. This is the ground of all vnſoundnes in religi- 
on, this want of humbling and denying our ſelues. 
For hence it comes to paſle,that we are ſo carried & 
{wayed, euen in our beſt ations, with the reſpetts of 
our owne praiſe and profits Therefore $. Luke nores 
chat the wiſe builder, that is, the ſmcere Chriſtian, 
digges deepe ;, namely, in a deepe humiliation of his 
owne ſoule; whereas the fooliſh builder, thar is, the 
hypocrite, builds without a foundation, that is, enters 
vpon the profeſſion of religion without euer being 
truely humbled, and caſt downe for his —___ 
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hencethe buildings come to bee vnſound, becauſe 
| vnfounded, That the heart then may ſtand vprighr 
before God,it mult firſt as it were make it ſelfe croo- 
ked in ſtooping and bowing itſelte vnderhis migh- 


ty band in the exerciſes ot humiliation. That the 
heart may bee whole, ic muſt firſt: bee rent and bro- | 
ken. Corrupt and impure gold cannot be defecated 


; 


and rid ofthe drofle, rill it bee molten and diffolued. 


Vnſound bodies full of vicions humorscannor come : 


to any goodeſtare, tillthey be well emptied by pur- | 
2ation. Crooked things cannot bemade ſtrait with- | 
our the wringing of the hand. Humiliation is that | 


which melts vs, purges vs, wrings vs,and ſo makes vs 
of droſhe pure, of foggie ſound, of crooked ſtraight 
Chriſtians. Doeſt thou then delireto beea ſincere 
C hriſtian indeede, a true Diſciple of Ieſus Chriſto 
be freed of all vnſound mixtures ? thou muſt firſt bee 
broken and battered in peeces, by the humbling 
hand of God ; thou mult remember thy Maſters 
rule, 1f any man bee my Diſciple , let him denie him- 
{ ts 

Laſtly, ſincerity being oppoſed to mixture, as the 
notation ofthe word teacherh, that which clenſeth 
our hearts from the deftilement of ſuch mixtures 
muſt needes make vs fincere. Now it is faith which 
purgeth and purifieth the heat. Faith chen appre- 
 hending the fincerity of Gods loue in Chriſts death 
to vs, and beholding there bow Chriſt gaue his harr 
to be pierced for vs, cannot but make vsreturne the 
like ſincerity of heart andaftection to God. Thy lo- 
wing kindnes, (aith Dewid, is ener before mee, namely, 


by the apprehenſion of my faith 3 2herefore hone 7 
waiked 
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walked in thy truth. So Paul (hewerth that it was this 
loue of Chriſt towards him , which by his fairh hee 
apprehended, and-applied to himſelfe , that made | 
him dealeſo lincerely, andſecke onely Gods glory, 
euen then when to the world hee might ſeeme to be 
madde of prideand vaine-glory, in preferring him 
ſelfe before the falſe Apoſtles. WW, wee bee madde 
{ſaith he, wee are madde to God: That is, when I thus 
commend my ſelfe, and boaſt of mine owne mini- 
ſtery againſt others,andin ſo doing ſeeme maddeto 
you, yetthen I reſpe& not my ſelfe in ſo doing , bur 
onely God and his glory ; er whether wee are in our 
right minde, thatis, vic fach courſes as to you ſeemc 
wiſer, wee areit to you. Wee doe it faithfully for your 
good. Now marke what it was which made him to 
doe (o. For the loue of Chrift conſ{raineth 1s, becauſe we 
thus indee, that if one be dead for all, then were all dead : | 

And hee died for all, that they which liue, ſhould 

" mot hencefoorth live to themſelues, 

bat to him that died 

for them. 
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The anſwering of the Obie ion, which the deceitfull heart 
of man might gather out of the former doitrine of 
the hearts deceitfulne(ſe, 


Verſe 10. 7, the Lord, ſearch, g*c. 


Js verſe dependeth vpon the former, as a ſe- 

cret preuention of an Obieftion, which vpon 
| occallon of the former dottrine ofthe hearts deceit- 
tulueſle, the wicked Iewes might make againſt the 
Prophets threatnings , in this manner. If the heart 
bee ſo immeaſurable, and vnſearchably deceitful] 
that none can know it, then wee truſt to doe well 
enough, forall the inward wickedneſſe, and hypo- 
criſieof ourhearts. Forif none can know it, then 
none can puniſh it. The Lords anſwere is , as if hee 
ſhould more largely thus haue ſpoken. Nay, fofta 
while, you runne too faſt. The heart cannot bee 
knowne of any creature, but I the Lord , the Crea- 
tor, haue a priuiledge aboue all creatures, through- 
ly,and perfeRly to know the inward corners of your 
hearts. And therefore neuer thinke that the cloſe- 
neſſe, and ſecrecy of your corruption ſhall tree you 
trom puniſhment; for my knowledge of your harts, 
isnot an idleand vaine knowledge, bur therefore 
doe | know them, that thereafter, as I ſhall ſee their 
{inward ſoundneſk, or falſeneſſe, ſol may diſpente 
my rewards, and puniſhments accordingly. This is 


the cohzrence. 
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Theſenle. Search andiry.)] Thar is, moſt exatt- 
ly know. A metonymie of the cfhcient. For by 


ſearching and trying perte&t knowledge is attained. 
And withall an anthropopathy , that is , a manner of 
ſpeech , whereby God for our better vnderſtan- 
ding , iz made affefted like man, For God needes 
not any ſearching to come to the knowledge of any 
thing, as mans ignorance doth, But becauſe mens 
knowledge is beſt there, where the greateſt triall 
and ſearch hath beene made, therefore vnder this 
phraſe, irpleaſeth the Lord to (ignifie his full and 
abſolute knowledge. Hearts and reines.] That is, 
both rhoughts, and affeRions, the reines being the 
ſeate of theſtrongeſt affeion, namely, that which 
is for generation. So Prou,23.1 5.16.My ſonne,f thou 
bee wiſe, my heart (hall reiojce, and my reines ſtall leape 
for toy. 

To £tve.) Either reward or pnniſhment. _Mccor- 
ding to his wayes. | Sometimes the word way,is taken 
moreeſpecially for ſome ſpeciall courſe in the carri- 
age of ſome particular ation ; as Numbers 22.23. 
1u47,4.9. More commonly , for the generall courſe, 
and carriage of our whole liues, as P/al. 110. 1. Mat. 
lo. 5. So heere. According to the fruit of his works, 
If his workes bee good fruit, then reward; if euill, 
then puniſhment. In the words thus opened I con- 
ſider two points. 1. Gods knowledze of our hearts, 
which is ſerforth by the exad7n:ſ/e thereof, both in 
regard of the manner, in words ſearchand try, and in 
regard of thewatter, hearts aud reines, 2. The ende of 
his knowledge, That 1may pine, e3c. 

To beginne with the firſt, Ic is the conftant do- 
ftrine 


_——_—O I... 


Erine of the Scriptures euery where, that it is pro- 
per to God alone of himſelte, throughty, and exactly 
to krow the ſecrets of rhe hearts of men. And 
theretore, denying this knowledge to all others in 
the former verſe, Who can know it ? heere he challen- 
geth itto himlelte, I the Lord knowit, Butl fay, 
I. Of himſelfe. Becauſe by revelation from him, 0- | 
thers may know, As Chriſts humanity, Joþu 2. 24. | 
But leſus did not commit himſelfe to them. For hee 
knew them all. And had no neede that any ſhould teſtifie | 
of man. For hee knew what was in man. $0 allo the 
Prophets, As 1. Sam.9. 1 9. 1will tel thee, ſaith Samuel 
to Saul, all that is in thy heart. No maruaile, when 
God hadtold him before. Thus Elſa ſaw the hol- 
low and hypocriticall heart of Gehezi, (Went not 
| mine heart with thee in the way?) and Peter of Anani- 
| 45 and Saphira. So in the primitive Church there 
| were ſuch as had the ſpirit of diſcerning. Bur that 
| phraſe of the pirit of diſcerning, lheweth, thatthey 
| diſcerned not mens hearts of themſelues, bur by a 
ſpiciall worke of Gods ſpirit, difcouering them to 
their eyes, and that vnlefſe they had plowed with 
Gods Heyfer, they could never havefound out the 
ſo ſecret myſteries of deceitfull hearts. 2. I ſay,that 
| God onely knoweth the heart exaly, and certainly, 
| Becauſe nan and Angells may know it contec/uraliy, 
and by way of gheſhng. Proverbs 20. 5. Counſel in 
the heart of man is like deepe water, but a man of vnder- 
ftandine will raw it out. Here euen naturall wiſedome 
is compared to a bucket, which is able, being ler 
downe into the deepeſt well, to bring vp the waters 


thereof. So though the heart of many men bee full 
of 
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ofdeepe deceit, and can cunningly couch naughti- 
neſſe, yet a wiſe man by obſeruation of their coun- 
tenance, geſtures, ſpeeches, and ſuch like outward 
{ignes will go neere to diſcouer them. And there- 
fore Salomon afterward in this chapter, werſ. 26. ha- 
uing ſaid that 4 wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked, and 
cauſeth the wheele to turne ouer them , becauſe it 
might be ſaid, how can hee doe ſo,lince wicked men 
haue ſo many couers for their wickedneſle to hide 
it from theeyes of the world ? hee addeth, as anſwe- 
ring this obieQion ; The ſoule of man us the light of the 
Lord,e# it ſearcheth all the bowels of the belly. So ſharpe 
isthe noſe even of naturall ſagacity that it is able to 
{mell out, and ferret our wickedneſle , euen when ir 
lurkes in herſecrerſt holes, viing thoſe meancs | 
ſpake of, of diligent obſeruation, inquilition, of | 
comparing and laying ſpeeches and actions toge- 
ther, and ſuch like. But now Gods eye needesno 
ſuch ſpeCtacles to looke into theſe blinde corners of 
the heart. For hee hath a fiery , and flaming eye, 
which is both the organe, and the meane of ſeeing, 
miniſtring light to it ſelfe , to diſcerne all things. 
Whence it is, that, as the Pſalmiſt excellently ſaith, 
hee knoweth our thoughts 4 farre off ; long before 
theregoeany outward (ignes inthe face to bewray 
them. According to that which the Lord ſpeaketh 
of himſelfe concerning his knowledge of the Ifrae- 
lires hearts : 7 know bu thouchts enen now , what hee 
will do, before 1bring him into the land which 1 ſware. 
W hereas the wiſeſt men know them onely when 
they are neere at hand, when they are ready to 


breake our atour faces, eyes, mouthes. So thar in | 


this 
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this regard wee may iuſtly vſe that of the Prophet, 
Am1 GOD neere hand onely , and not alſo a farre off ? 
Yes Lord,thou muſt needs bea God a farre off, who 
knoweſt our thoughts ſo farre off, euen before wee 
know them ourlſelues; yea, before cuer wehad any 
being our ſelues. Whereas we pore-blind creatures 
cannot ſee the heart, vnleſſe wee may pore vpon ir, 
hauing itlaid neere oureyes in outward lignes; and 
yet neither then, can wee ſee it otherwile then the 
man in the Goſlpell, ſaw men walking as trees. Thou 
ſeeſt the deceits of the heart, with an vnerring and 
vndeceiuingeye : Wee with an vncertaine, ander- 
roneous. As our heart is deceictuil, ſo our eye alſo 
in ſceing,and indging of the deceirtulneſle thereof, 
ſv that ir cannor, when it is at the cleereſt, giue 
any infallible definitiue ſentence concerning any 
mans hart, but onely probable,by way of diuining. 
But in this conieCurall knowledge the Anyels ſpe- 
cially excell, by reaſon their eyes pierce deeper 
then ours, cuen to the ({ighr. ofthe inward parts of 
our bodies, as well as of our outward, though yet 
in the outward they are able to ſee firre more then 
wee. Hence Dazid for his wiſedome in finding out 
of ſecrets, is compared toan Angell of God, by the 
woman of Teksa, The Diuell theretore may be able 
togiue a ſhrewd gueſle at our thoughts, the rather 
for that he himſelfe often ſuggeſterh thoughts vnto 
vs,and hath libertie giuen him to come,though not 
intothe priuy chamber of the ſoule, yer into the 
outward chamber,the fanſite, & to worke vpon thole 
phantaſmes, which there he findes. Neuertheleſle, 
hee cannot direGly and certainely fer downe wha! 

our 
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our owne ſecret thoughts bee, bur ſtill this dorine 
remaineth true, onely God of himſelte exaQly | 
knowerh the ſecrers of the heart. There is indeede | 
a great ningle-mangle and confuilon of thoughts, 
cuen as there is of drofle and good metrall in t1]uer 
and gold, whichlye ſo contuled together, that to | 
theeye of man the droſle is nor diſcernable. Bur | 
when they arc in the furnace and fining pot, then 
wee may ſee them both diſtintly. That which is 
the furnace to the gold, the fining pot tothe ſiluer, 
the ſame, ſaith $::/omon, is the Lords flaming eye to | 
the heart of man ; euen in the midit of the greateſt 
(hutfles, and confuſions it is a notable diſtinguilher, 
cleerely diſcerning the badde from the good, the 
baggage and refuſe from that which is good and 
fine, though they bee neuer ſo troubleſomly ium- 
bled together. And no maruell, for euen Hell, 
(a place farre deeper then the heart, Zuke 8. 31. 
farre vaſter and wider, being of ſo infinite receipt, 
that able to holde all the damned ſoules and bo- 
dies, Efay 30. 33.):nddeftruction,(the infinitepaines 
of this hell ) ( which (as the Prophet ſpeaketh of 
heauens ioyes ) eye hath notſeene, care hath not 
heard, nor the heart of man once able to appre- 
hend the thouſand part of them) are open to the eyes 
of the Lord , how much more then the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men? And hereof the Scriptures giue a dou- 
ble reaſon. 

1. Gods omnipreſence. If a man could bein any 
place where God were not, hee might eſcape the 
ſight of his eye. But, cananymas ( ſaith the Lord ) 
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not 1 fill heauen and earth? This reaſon David purſu- 
eth notably, Pal. 139. throughout. 

2. Gods forming of the heart. He that made the 
eye, [hall not hee ſee ? the eare, ſhall not hee heare? 
the heart,ſhall not hee vnderſtand ? Artificers know 
the nature and properties of their workes ; and 
ſhall God onely be ignorant of his workmanſhip? 
This reaſon allo Dawd vrgeth in the ſame Plalme, 


thou haſt poſſeſſed my reynes, thou halt conered mee in my 
mothers wombe. 

To theſe two reaſons I adde a third, namely, that 
God is the preſeruer and vpholder of the heart. 
Aets 1 7. In him wee line, mooue, and hae our beeing, 
Which is to bee vnderſtood as well of the motions 
of the minde, in shoughts and deſires, as of the bo- 
dy. The minde is borne vp by God, euen inthe a&t 
of thinking, farre otherwiſe then the earth beareth 
vsin walking. Therefore it cannot be,but God mult 
needes perceiue the motions of our mindes, euen 


| 


/perceiue the motions of our bodies. 


as the ſenſeleſſe earth, if it had ſenſe, muſt needes 


The ve, 1. This ſerueth to aſſure our Faith, that 
the Scriptureis the word of God. For it 1s proper 
onely toGod, to know the ſecrets of our hearts, 
But the Scriptures, doe notably lay open the cloſe 
corruptions of our hearts vnto vs , inſomuch as 
wee muſt needes bee forced with the vnbeleeuing 
idiot, to fall downe on our faces, and to ſay , Ferily, 
God i heere; it is hee that ſpeaketh. And as the wo- 
man of Samaria, when ſhee heard Chriſt diſcouer 
her ſecret adultery, then (hee gave ouer wrangling, 
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and wentto her neighbours, ſaying, Come and ſee a 
man , that hath told mee all that ener 1 haue doxe : is wot 


| hee the Meſsiah ? ſo we, ſeeing our hearts (o lively de- 


' ciphered vnto vs in the Scriptures, may inlike ſort 
cry out oneto another; Come, and ſeea Booke,that 
tels vs all that is in our hearts ; Muſt not this needes 
be his booke who onely knoweth the heart ? Beſides 
that,as the Scriptures,do dete&t our thoughts in ge- 
nerall, ſo ſome particular mens in ſpeciall. As, what 
was Hamans proud thought, when the King asked 
him what ſhould bee doneto the man he would ho- 
nour : what was Michels deſpightfull thought,when 
hee ſaw her husband dancing : what was Sawls mur- 
therous thought, when Dawid played of the Harpe 
betore him: what was Fel:;x couetous thought when 
hee talked priuately with Paul: what was the Phari- 
ſees detrating thought, when the woman wiped 
our Sasiours feet at at the table. Theſe perſons had 
ſo much wir as to keepe their owne counſell, and 
in many of chem, ſhame muſt needes be of forceto 
keepe them from babbling their owne ſecrets, and 
| vacouering their owne fhlthy nakednefle. How then 
is it pofhible for vs to imagine how the writers of 
thoſe Hiſtories, ſhould come to the knowledge of 
fuch ſecrers,otherwile, then by the reuelation of the 
Spirit of God? 

2. This muſt teach vs in confeſhon of our ſinnes, 
not to conceale any thing , but to poure out our 
ſoules like water, for God hath a darting and pier-| 
cing eye, that fees the very bottome of our hearts. 
This vie 7ofhua made of the do&rine ro Achan, 
when God by lot had detefted him ; My /onne, give 
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glory mo God, namely,the glory of his omniſcience, 

thou ſeeſt already the depth of his knowledge is 
greater then the depth of thine owne deceitful hart, 
confeſle thy fin theretore vnto God, even the whole 
circumſtance of the matter. A malefatour would 
not concealeany thing from the ludge, if hee were 
certaine the Judge knew all. And in truth when wee 
goeaboutto hideany thing, we rather hide God from! 
our ſelues, then our ſelues fromGod,, wee put outour 
owne eyes, not Gods. 

[11. This muſt cauſe vs to bee lincere and con- 
ftant in all the duties of godlineſſe. 1.Thel. 2. 3. 4. 
Pee handled not the word of God deceitfully,we ſpeake not 
4s they that pleaſe men, but God, which trieth the hearts. 
Sothe * hurch, P/al.44.18.19.20,21-atterthe pro- 
teſhion of their integritie, eucn in the midſt of hea- 
uie perſecution , giueth this as the reaſon of this 
their ſo doing : 1f wee baue forgotten the name of our 
God , and hol 'en wp our hands toa ftrange God , ſhould 
net God ſearch this out ? for hee knoweth the ſecrets of 
the. heart. When ſomething we are to doe, mult be 
ſubie& ro the cenſure of ſome ſpeciall wile, 1udici- 
ous man z alas how doth the ſharpneſle ot his iudge- 
ment ſcare vs, and what care and circumſpettion 
vie wee in ſuch caſes ? Well, all our ations whatlo- 
euer muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning, and they 
muſt abide the cenſure of that pure and ſevere 
eyegthat cannot behold che leaſt iniquitie. And (hall 
we nothing reuerence or reſpet this eye? Shall wee | 
take no care howto pleaſe it? O that wee could but | 
bring our ſelues once to giue that reſpe& ro Gods 
eye, which weedoe to mans. Ir is true indeede; the 
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Apoltle condemneth eye-ſeruicein ſervants to their 
maſters. But yetthis eye-ſervice ro men ſhall con- 
demne our want of eye-ſeruice to God : and would 
to God by their example, weecouldlearne to per- 
forme eye-ſcruice to God. The ſeruant though hee 
worke idly & lazily,when his maſters eye is oft him, 
yet painfully when itis on him. Godseye isalway | 
on vs,and thertore if we had that reſpet of our hea- | 
uvely maſter, which of our carthly,we (ſhould alwates | 
performe obedience to him. Eye-ſeruice,performed 
ro God, muſt needs be laſting & continuing ſeruice.. 
Ifthou canſt finde atime when Gods eye is off thee, 
| will then giue theeleaue to give ouerthy worke,or 
to worke vntowardly : but ſince Gods eye is al waies 
on thee, why is not thy eye alſo alway on him, as E- 
nochs was? why walkeſt thou not as in thepreſence 
of this God ? Why laboureſtrhou not in all thy ſer- 


crer,& 15 able by his owne chriſtall brightnes to diſ- 
couer the ſmalleſt mote of bypocrilie inthe blindeſt 
nook of thy hart? chat ſo when it ſhall cometo take a 
view of them,it may giue witnes tothem,& acknow 
ledgethem, though not, as once thoſe (ſolely his 
owne in the creation, for very good, yet for good in 
part, for good lincerely;though not good perteRtly, 
This viſe Dinid made of this doQtrine to himſfelte, 
Pſal. 119.168. I hanekept thy precepts, namely, con- 
ſtantly and ſincerely, for all my wayes are before thee. 
I'V. This muſtreſtraine vs euen from ſecret (ins, 
which we might commit without theprivity of any 
other. For wherefoeuer thou art, there is an eye 
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_ | regiſters thy a&tions. By this argument, Salomon 
dehorreth from adultery , which for the mult part is 
committed in the night, 1b 24.15. becauleall the 
wales of men are open & naked to Gods eyes. W hat 
horribleArheiſme doth this argue,that the preſence 
of alittle childe, ſhall hinder vs from thedoing of 
; ſome wickednefle, when Gods preſence cannot ? but 
a5 our Sauiour ſpeaketh concerning killing : ſo I of 
ſceing , Feare not them that can ſee the body onely, 
but teare hia1 that can ſee the ſoule alſo , ro whome 
night and light,day and darknes are all one, who can 
as ea(i]y ſee thee in the dead darknes of the night, as 
at high noone in the cleereſt ſunſhine z as well when 
| the candle is out, as when lighted , him [ ſay feare. 
If wee did beleeuethis vbiquitie of Godscyec, how 
would it quath the very firlt rilings ofeuill thoughts 
in our hearts? The eye of man drawes from vsa care 
of our outward behauiour : why then ſhould not 
theeye of God,draw from thee a care of the inward 
behauiour of thy hart? ſince God ſecsthy heart ber 
terthen man thy face, & vnderſtands thy thoughts 
better then man thy words. Little children, when in 
| the middeſt of their diſorders they ſpye once their 
\fathers eye, they are huſhed preſently. So ſhould it 
be with vs,when through forgettulneſle of this all- 
'ſecing eye of our heatienly Father,continually ouer- 
looking vs , our hearts haue begun to breake looſe, 
and to ſport themſelues in vaine and idle thoughts, 
and deſires; then ſhould wee conlider, thar all ihis 
while Gods eye hath beene fixed on vs : VWretches | 
then that wee are, thathave had our Fathers eye to | 
beea witneſle of our miſdemeanour | Then in this | 
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caſe ſhould this ſpiritualleye of God woike the ſame 
| effet in vs, which once the bodily eye of Chriſt in 
Peter. It ſhould even daſh:vs, and ſhame vs in the 
middeſt of our (inne. If being in the light and pre- 
ſ:nce of our betters, whoſegravitie and authoritie 
claymeth ſpeciall reverence at our hands, wee yer 
not knowing of ir, haue bin otherwiſe in our ſpeech 
and behauiour then became vs, wee no ſooner (ce 
them, but are alhamed preſently,& are ready to cry 
them mercy.Should wenot do the like,much more 
when we haue offended and grieued the holy eye of 
the Lord with any vndecent behauiour,though but 
of our hart only ? Should we not ſay as once Zacobin 
Bethel, (fince God is preſent in all places, as well as 
in Bethel, though not with ſo ſpeciall a kinde of pre- 
ſence ) Surely God is heere, and 1Was not aware of it ? 

V. This muſt make vstake heede of deceiving | 
our ſelues,wirh vaine pretences,in ſhifting off good | 
duties,or in exculing our finnes. If we can finde but 
the leaſtſtarring hole, if wee can ger but thefillie(t 
pretext by the fingers ends, how glad are wee of it ? 
how faſt doe we hold it? But alas, Gods eyecanea- 
(ily ſee through theſe figge-leaues,it can eafily ferch 
Adam out of the thickets. The Anatomiſt doeth 
not ſo cleerely ſee the inwards of che body hee hath 
opened,as God doth the ſecret deceit of our hearts, 
though neuer ſo fairly cloaked and couloured. Away 
then with all daubing. Bee not deceined, faid the A- 
poſtle to thoſe whoſe wit could finde out lurking- 
holes enongh for their wickedneſle in defrauding 
Gods Miniſters, God will not bee mocked. And excel- 


lently Salomon, Delier them that are drawne _ 
| : | 
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and wilt not thou preſerne themth are led to bee ſlaine ? 
If thou ſay, Behold wee know not of it, hethat pondereth 
the hearts, doth he not underſtand ! 

VI. Thisdodtrineis full of (weete comfort, and 
| that in ſundry caſes. 1. [n the peruerſe tdgement of 
men often vnder-valuing of vs, and depreſſing vs 
farre beneath our inferiours. As the Corinthians did 
Paal , vnder their (halow-headed Verbaliſts, not 
worthy to carry his Bookes after him, for ſound and 
ſubſtantiall learning. Our comfort here is this, that 
God ſceth not as man ſeeth, iudgeth not as man 
| indgeth,by the ſeeing of the eye, by the hearing of the: 
 eare, by outward appearances. Whence it comes to 
p.Aſſe,that when the falte and intudicious eie of man, 
r00-too much affeted with outward ſhowes, hath 
preferred bold Thraſoes before their berters, that 
cannot in like pompous oſtentation fer foorth them. 
ſelues, and hath adiudged preeminence rather to 
Eliaſbihs outward perſon, then Dauids inward parts; 
yet God comming after reverſeth and repealeth this 
vnrighteous judgement, thruſting downe proud ig- 
norance, from the head of thetablero the foor, and 
lifring vp humble knowledge, from the foor ro the 
head, Thus Paul relicued himſelte,when he was thus 


to bee in4ged of you ; I meaſure not my lelte by any 
mans iudgement : Hee that indgeth mee the Lord. 
| Wherefore,as we haucno reaſon to flatter our ſelues 
when men flatter vs,ſo neither alwaiesro diſconrage 
our ſelues, when men diſcourage vs. Asmens praiſes: 
muſt not zickle vs , ſoneither alwayes their di/þraiſes 
trouble vs. For true, bothpraiſe and diſpraiſe is from 
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they wholly intercept from our eyes the light of 


God, who ſearcherh the heart,and trieth the reines. | 
Heed notthen mans iudgement ouer-much, bur a- 
gainſt their black coles, comfort thy ſelfe with Gods 
white ſtone. 2. Here-hence alſo we may gathercom- | 
fort infalſe imputations and {landers. As this was 
1obs comfort in the aſperſion of hypocriſie, My wit- 
neſſe ts in heauen, and my record on high. 3. It ſteederh 
alfo tor comfort in the preuailings of the wicked a- 
gainſt vs, and that vnder colour of right, P/al. 7. 9.| 
O let the malice of the wicked come to anend. But guide 
thou the iuſt. For the righteous Lord ſearcheth the 
hearts and the reines. And therefore, he ſeeth the in- 
nocency and ſincerity of the one, the fraud and hy- 
pocrilie ofthe other,notwitſtanſting all their good- 
ly words.The etes of the Lord lcoke downe from he.1en, 
to (hew himſelfe ſtrong to them that are of a per feft heart: 
namely, in the end atleaſt, even when they are moſt 
weake in themſelues, to giue them the victory. 
Fourthly, But molt cordiall is that conſolation, 
which this do&rine miniſtreth in our temptations, 
and inward conflidts with Sathan, and our owne 
conlciences, crying out againſt vs, that weearenot 
that which other and our ſelues haue thought, 
that wee haue not ſomuch as the leaſt dramme of 
any goodnefle, And indeed in temptation, our lins 
often preſent themſelues in ſuch a multitude, that 


grace. Yet hcre inthe defe& of our owne knowledge 
wee muſt comfort our ſelues with Gods ; and ſay 
with Ezechiah,in that his grieuous triall, © Lord hou 
knoweſt I haue walked with a perfett heart before thee. 
Thus Perer,when Chritt lay grating vpon him _ 

that 


| 


| 


| ſuch adinne, that we can hardly heare the voyceof 


doe mee, which 1 ſcarſe diſcerne my ſelfe ? the 


poſeth Gods knowing of our prayers, to our owne 
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that three-fold interrogation, Simon, loweſt thox mee ? 
tacreby renewing the bitter memorie of his three- 
fold deniall, and ineffet ſaying thus much. How 
can [ thinke that thou who haſt ſo often denied me, 
doeſt loue mee? hee yet ſuſtained himſelte with this 
meditation of Gods knowledge; Lora, thou knoweſt | 
all things, thou knoweſt that 1 loue thee. The Apoſtle 
ſhewerh, Roms. 8.26. that ſometimes, in the extre- 
mirie of affliQtion, wee are ſo confounded in our 
ſelues, that though indeed we doe pray in our ſecret 
lighes and ſobs, yet weeperceiue not that wee pray. 
For ſo I take it that text may beread , wee know not 
what wee pray, the flelh with her murmurings makes 


the ſpirit, mixing with the fleſhesroarings and repi- 
nings, his praying {ighes and ſobbings. But be-| 
cauſe a poore ſoule, would hence diſcomforr it ſelfe, | 
and thinke, what good will ſuch conſuſed prayers 


Apoſtle anſwereth notably, oppoſing to this ob- 
jection, the comfort of this dotrine of Gods know- 
ing the heart. But hee that ſearcheth the hearts, hee 
knoweth the meaning of the ſpirit. Marke how hee op- 


not knowing. As if hee ſhould ſay. Let nor this 
trouble thee, that thou canſt not perceive thar 
thou prayeſt, Doe not therefore thinke thou canſt 
not, thou doeſt not pray. For though thou know 
not what it is thou prayeſt, yet Godthe ſearcherof 
of the heart,who is greater then thy heart,heknow- 
eth and approueth alſothy praver. Diſcourage not 


then thy ſelfe quer-much inthe want of feeling of 
grace 
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| the heart, there muſt needes ſcape many wicked 
thoughts and delires vnpuniſhed, many good ones 


| £145 : Pray to God, that if i bee poſsible, the thought of 
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grace inthy ſelte. Remember that God ſees, as that 
euill, ſoalſo that good which ſometimes thou ſeeſt 
notin thy ſelfe. And therefore, as thou oughteſt 
not to be ouer-confident in the not feeling of linne 
in thy ſelfe, but to ſay with the Apoſtle, Thewgh 7 
know nothing { chat is , noeuill) by my ſelfe, yet am 1 
not thereby m/tified ; lo neither to bee roo farre deie- 
Red in the not feeling of grace, but by like propor- 
tion to ſay, Though 1 know no good in my ſelfe, yet am 1! 
not thereby condemned. So much of the fuſt point; | 
Gods knowledge of the heart : The ſecorid follow-! 


eth; the end of thisknowledge, That Imay ginz to ene- | 


ry man according to bis wayes, &c. The which words 
wee will conlider, firſt in the conference to the t.1- 
mer : ſecondly, apart by themſelues, 

Out of the former conſideration welearne, 

1. That goodandeuill thoughts and deſires, in 
Gods account, are good and euill workes. For God 
heere ſaith, hee taketh through notice of the heart, 
thar hee may recompence men according to their 
workes. Thereby implying, that if hee did not ſee 


alſo goe vnrewarded ; and ſo he ſhould not beeable 
to giue to euery worke his proper recompence, 
namely, to the inward workes of the heart, the 
thoughts and deſires thereof. Concerning evill 
thoughts, Peters ſpeech is excellent to Smwmon Ma- 


thy heart may bee forgiuen thee. Forgiueneſle preſup- 
poſeth deſert of puniſhment; puniſhment andeuill 


worke meriting it, for puniſhments are onelyawar- 
| ded 
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ded to workes. For good thoughts and deſires 
Pauls ſpeech is excellent, 1t God that worketh both | ,,,, . . 
to will and doe. If both be his owne workes, the de- | - 
fire as well as the deede, hee muſt needes loue, and 
like both the one, and the other. This maketh a- 
gainſt them, that make no bones of euill thoughts, | 
as though no other euill workes, then ſuch as bee | 
outward. 2. It ſerueth tor comfort to the children | 
of God, diſabled ſometimes by want of outward 
helpes, or otherwiſe, for the performance of ſome 
kinde of outward obedience. Theſe muſt remem- 
ber how highly God apprizeth good purpoles, 
and deſires, accepting and rewarding them , when 
;r:ey come to him, as if they came accompanyed 
| with the deedes them(clues. David did but conceine 
4 purpoſe to build Goda houſe ; God rewardedir 
with the building,and eſtabliſhing of Davids houſe, 
| 2. $428. 7.16, He did bur conceiue a purpoſe to con- 
| feſſe his linne 3 Gods eare was in his heart, before 
 Dauids confeſhon could bein his tongue, P/al.32.5.. 
The poore beggars that haue wanted foode for | 
rhemſelues, Chriſt yer ſhall ſay atthelaſtday, yee| 
haue fed mee when I was hungry , onely in regard 
| of theirſtrong affeftion, if they had had abiliie. 
| The prodigallchilde, when he was but conceiving a 
j-urpoſe of returning, was preuented by his Father, | 
| eſt commingto him, Zuk: if. 20. and Iſay G5. 24- 
God will anſwere vs before we call,that is, in our pur- 
poſe of prayer. O ſweet comfort ! when wee ad- 
dreſſe our ſelues to prayers in our priuate meditati- 
ons, and berhinke our ſelues of our ſundry wants, 


we purpoſe with our ſelues to begge ſach and fuch | 
things, | 
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things, whereof yet happily wee forget ſome in the 
vocall prayer: ſhall any good foule now thinke that 
the memories weakenefle [hall any thing preiudice 
her in this caſe?No, thy purpoſe of asking the thing | 
forgotten,was a moſt effeftuall asking of ir,and vnto 
thee belongeth the comfort of that ſaying, 7 will 
heare before they call. 

2. That Godeiteemeth of the goodneſle of our 
outward worxes by our hearts. Therefore herehee 
ſaith, that hee firſt ſearcheth the heart, before be re- 
compence the worke. If God judged of workes one- 
ly by the outward matter of them, there needed 
then no looking into the heart , for the iuſt diſpen- 
ling of rewards, and puniſhments. Now there are 
two things more eſpecially in the heart, where:y 
God iudgeth of our workes. 1. Faith, which cle:n- 
ſeth the heart, and maketh it a good treaſury, fit fv! 
a good man to bring foorth good things, which 
alſo propoundeth vnto vs, and vrgeth vpon vs the 
commandement of God, preſcribing the good 
worke to bee done: whence that title of the law of 
faith , and whence alſo our obedience is called the 
obedience of faith. 2. A ſincere afteftion chiefly re- 
ſpeting Gods glory, and the Churches good in 
that wee doe. The vie. 1. Againſt the Papiſts, that 
vpon ſuch places as this, would found the doftrine 
of merit. But here God ſayes he lookes into the hart, 
when hee would reward the outward worke. So 
thatthere is no worthineſle in the outward worke 
itſelte, butiris ſomething within the heart, which 
procureth thereward to the outward worke, and 
that is ſpecially ;as I ſhewed, faith in the bloud of 


leſug | 
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leſns Chriſt. 2. Againſt the workes of morall and ci- 
ui!l men ; which though beautifull in the eyes of the 
world,are yet detormed before God, becauſe they 
neither flow our of a pure fountaine of a purged 
hearr, norare referred to juſt ends. Let the ciuill 
man then know, that when hee preſents God with 
his outward righteouſneſle, looking for ſome re- 
ward, the dung of his facrifice thall bee throwne in 
his face : For God will looke into his heart, and 
finding it vnbapriſed, he will bid him looke into the 
| rockes whereout his workes were hewen, and into 
che hole whereout they were digged, and then aske 
| him how that can bee cleane which hath ſo impure 
1:1 originall, 3. Againſt hypocrites that with their 
!eauen ſowre the beſt workes they doe. It God 
'in iudging of good workes did not looke to the 
: hearr, an hypocrite might ſpeed as will as the beſt 
| Chriſtian. But heere wee ſee the aftetion and dil- 
' polition of the heart is all in all with God. Wee 
| indeede iudge of the heart .by the worke: God con- 
'rrarily iudgeth of the worke by the heart. Wee firſt 
; approuethe worke, and then the workeman : But 
' God firſt bath reſpe& to Hebcl, and then to his facri- 
fice, Though the marter of rhe worke bee neuer ſo 
good, yer the corruption of an vnfanttified heart 
will marreall, and change the nature of it. And as 
' it will bee no excuſe before God,when the matrer of 
| the workeis ill, ro plead rhe goodnes of the heart ; 
ſo neither , when the heart is naught, to plead, that 
the matter of the worke is good. Whereof we haue | 
notable examples, E/. 58. inthe Iewes vrging God 


with their faſting, and yet ſentaway emptiezand in 
thoſe 
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our hearts in judging, and in rewarding. And 


hoſe reprobates, Matt. 7. alledging their preaching 
in Chrilts name, caſting out of Diuels, &c. bur re- 
ceiuingthar fearefull anſwere, Depart from mee yee 
workers of iniquitic: I know yeenot. Loe, preaching it 
ſelfe though in Chriſts name, becauſe yet not tor 
Chriſts name, is, with God, but a worke of iniqui- 
tie, and hell fire is the reward of it. So Cains out- 
ward workes in ſacrificing were the ſame with his 
brothers, and yet Saint John layes, Cains workes were 
euill, and _Abels good. And God himſelfe ſaid to 
Cain, If thou doeft well, ſhalt thou not bee accepted? as 
chough for all his ſacrifices, hee had not done wel! 
as yet. Ando thelewes facritices are in indignati- 
on reieted,with a, who required theſe things ? becaule 
indeed, God did not require bodily exerciſe, diuor- 
ced fronvthe ſpirituall; the (hell without the kernell, | 
the huske without the corne, the carkaſe without 
the ſoule. Hence it is that the Lord calleth the 
lewes incenſe and ſacrifice, though commanded by 
himſelfe, their owne wayes. And in another place his 
owne ſacrifice, the ſacrifice of fooles. For as Martiall 
ſaid to Fidentinegthe booke thou readeſt is mine, but 
when tou readeltir ill then it begins to bee thine : 
ſo may God lay to hypocrites ; Thele workes of 
prayer, hearing, &c. are mine, but when you goe 
about them thus vntowardly , and performe them 
rhus corruptly, then they are your owne, I will 
acknowledgethem no longer for mine. I ſeethen, 
that iris not ſafe forvs to reſt in the outward worke, 
but that we had neede to looke to our hearts in all 
the ſeruices wee performe. For God will looke to 
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that which God moſt lookes to in rewarding : that 
had wee neede moſt looke to in pratZifing. As the 
worke-man in the doing of any worke, will be moſt 
carefull inthat part of it, wherein hee knoweth the 
eye of him,for whom hee worketh, will be moſt c«- 
r/0us, If God, when thy prayer {hall come to bee 
weighed in his ballances, ſhould then eſpecially 
itand vpon thy tongue, vpon thy phraſe of ſpeech, 
vpon the tune of thy voyce,&c. then it would ſtand 
thecin hand in praying, ſpecially to minde theſe 
things. Bur ſince it is the affetion of thy heart, 
hee will aboueall things make inquirie of, conſider 
then whata folly itis in praiſing , to bee moſt dili- 
gent in that, whereof God in examining will be moſt 
regardlefle; and to be moſt negligent there , where 
we ſhall be ſure to finde him moſt firict, and (euere. 
And withal conſider thine owne miſery, who depri- 
veſt thy ſelte both of mans, and Gods reward. For 
the very matter of thy worke will make thee odious 


tothe world, as caretully fly:ng the very apparance 
of good, as the Apoſtle biddeth vs to flye the appa- | 
rance of euill. But the corrupt avanner of thy worke | 
will make thee twiſe as 0dious to God, to whom al- | 
wayes fained ſandtitie is double iniquitie. W ithall con- 
ſider, what a griefe it muſt needes bee to thee atthe 
laſt day, to fee others mes receiued for their ſince- 
ritie, and thine owne zalext refuſed for thy hypocri- 
lie: toſee others cups of cold water mercifully re- 
warded, and thine owne gining the cup of Chriſts 
bloud, the water and bread of eternal] life, ſeuerely 
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ward practiſe of godlineſſe, thou findeſt not the true 
reward of godlineſſe, then toenter intothine owne 
hart by examination, and to con(ider whetherthou 
art guilty of hypocriſte or no. For true godlineſſe 
is great gaine : and God alwayes 1s iuſt , giuing men 
according to their workes , but yet meaſuring the 
workes by the hearr. It then thou doing workes out- 
warly good,receive ananſwerablereward , doe nor 
therefore challenge God of iniuſtice, (as thoſe 
llay 58. 3» | Iewes, wherefore haue wee faſted, and thou ſeeft it not?) 
butthy ſelfe of vnſoundnes of heart. Which corre& 
thou, and thou then ſhalt ſee there will be no cauſe 
for thee to complaine of the Lord. 
V. Heerealſois comfort to thoſe that haue with 
good hearts, done many good works which yet are 
ill taken, and ill rewarded of men. Men cannot ſec | 
our hearts, and therefore what maruell, if they doe | 
not alwayes reward vs according to our workes ? It | 
the wicked Tewes could haue ſeene how louingly, & | 
renderly Chriſts hearts was afteed to them , they 
would better haue rewarded hisminiſtery,then that 
he ſhould hauenceded ro complaine, 7 hawe laboured 
in vaine, I han: [þent my ſtrength,evc. But our comfort 
is, ſo as was Chriſts, that our worke, though neuer ſo 
much reieted of men, yet with os7 God, in time 
to berewarded of him. Becauſe he ſeeth our found 
and fairhfull hearts, and that to this end, that hee 
may reward vs according to our workes. The dutie 
of reprehenſion Chriſtianly performed is a good 
| worke, yet how diſtaſttullrothe reprehended , and 
how thaukeleſle an office ? yet wee mult not bee dil- 
| couraged, though by the performance of this dutie 
| we 
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we purchaſe ill will at mens hands. For God ſecing 
the integrity of our heart, will reward vs according- 
ly, cauſing vs atlength to finde more fauour, euen 
with the reprehended themſelues , then thoſe tha: 
haueclawed or flattered, Pro. 28.23. 

Now Icometo confiderthe words in themſelues, 
| obſeruing three points in them, the rewargdey ;zthe 
rewarded ; the rule of rewarding. 

| 1. Therewarder, God. That 7 may ine, exc. Here 
; welearne; 

| 1. That God hathan infinite treaſury, both of 
' rewards,and puniſhments, who giueth to cuery par- 
ticular man his iuſt portion, either of the one, or of 
\ the other, He is an vnemptiable fountaine of good 
 nefſe that can neuer bedrawne dry. His rewarding 
| oF one, doth nor diſable the rewatding of another, 
neither doth heeſo ſpend himſelfe in conferring his 
bleſſings vpon any, that they which come after 
ſhould neede to ſpeake vnto him as Eſas to 1/aack, 1s 
| all gope? haſt thou neuer a bleſhing left behinde for 
vs? Gods reward is not like the blefling of 1/aack, 
which conld be beſtowed onely on one. For God 
himſelfe the rewerder, is alſo the reward, and there- 
fore as he tels Abraham, an exceeding great, an inhi- 
nitereward, ableto fatisfie infinite worlds, His iu- 
ſtice alſo, being as infinite as his mercy , cannor but 
furniſh him with like variety of iudgement, that as 
in heauen there are many manſions , and princely 
palaces, fo in hell alſo many priſons, many dunge- 
ons ; that as his cheſts and cofers are full of precious 
pearles and iewels,ſo his quiuers of peſtilent arrowes 
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| not fearc that of our /ehowah, which they of their 
Jupiter , thatif, as-often as men (inne , the thunder- 
bolrs ſhall lye abroad, hee would quickly be vntur- 
nithed of weapons. The vie isthis, as to terrifie the 


ſerue ſuch a Maſterzas belides his willingnefle, is alſo 
abletoreward vs. Therefore we ſee how Kings ſer- 
vices in this regard are moſt ſought after. Neuer 
then grow wee weary of ſeruing this Matter, with 
whom is ſuch plentic of reward, whole is the earth, 
and the fulneſle thereof, the heauens and all their 
furniture, and at whoſe right hand is fulneſſe of | 
pleaſures for evermore. Who may ſay vnto vs of 
all other baſe Maſters, as Saul of Dauid, Can the 
ſonnes of Iſhai gine you Vineyards, and Orchirds ? Can 
they make you Captaines oner fifties , and ouer hun- 
dreths ? ſocanthe Diuell, the world , the fleth, in- 
ſtate you into the felicitie of mychoſen ? can they 
make you Kings,and et you inthechayre of eſtate ? 
The ſeruice of God is a reward ſufhcient to it ſelfe, | 
and farre from his ſeruants is the baſe mindes of | 
mercenaries. - Neuertheleſle it is fir, with Moſes. ro 
quicken ourdulnefle, with the conlideration of the 
great recompence of reward. 

2. That whoſocuer bee the inſtruments eyther 
our rewards or puniſhments, God ſtill is the chiefe 
both rewarderand puniſher. That 1 may give. The 
vie whereof is, both to teach vs thankfulne//eto God, 
when rewarded;and patience,when corredted by men. 
It may be thou haſt deſerued well of thoſe men, that 
deale vnkindly with thee. Bur yet con(1der whether 
in the ſame thing, wherein thou haſt deſerued _ 
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wilt;for Incuerreward any ſervice but'mine owne. 
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of man, thou hane not deſerued ill of God, becaule 
happily in theſe duties performed to man, thou 
haddeſt no reſpe& of God. If fo, then acknowledge 
that God hath found our thy finne, complaine nor 
of mens vnkintnes and iniuſtice. God is juſt in their 
injuſtice. It is he that thus puniſherh thee. 

3- That whatſoeuer bethe worke for which wee 
expetareward, itis God that muſt reward ir. This 
maſt teach vs in the workes of the ſecond Table, 
which reſpe&t man, to hauean eye vnto God , and 
to performe them'.as vnto God, and in ſo feruing 
of man to ferue God. Fort it is God that mult re- 
ward them,& that(as I ſhewed)doth reward them, 
euen then when men reward them. Fot it is he that 
inclineth their hearts thereto. How then can we ex- 
peta reward of God there, where wee have done 
him noſeruice ? Tf inferuing of men thou haſt ſer- 
uedthyſelfe', and ſoughr thy ſelfe'rather then God) 


will bee; let himreward thee whom thou'ferued(t. 


Had wee not then neede im all duries'done to men, 
rodoethem as vnto Cod Feaſt otherwiſe , as' wee 
looſe mans;ſo alſo Gods reward? But Yoethem vnto 
God,and then we are fare; if not 6f bork, yet ofthe 


ſelues. For eyen the O_ prooue vikinde, 
and vnthanktull vnto vs1Bot God eannorburnbin- 
op Hine ence the ſervice done to hirſelfe. 
The duties of loue'&lberalitie done to men; which 
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'pily torgor , yer Chriſts remembers at the lalt day, 
| onely becauſe rhey weredone asto himſelfe, Mach. 
| 25. 40. Tee haue done them ynto mee. There 15 the 
cauſe of the reward. This is Pauls counſel] to Chri- 
{tian ſeruants yoaked with cruell heatheniſh Ma- 
ſters, to bee obedient vnto their Maſters, according 
tothe flelh,as vnto Chrilt,leruing rhe Lord,and nor 
men, and.chat vpon.this conſideration : MWharſoever- 
good thing any man doth , the ſame ſhall he receine of the 
Lord, whether hee be bond or free. Seruants1n ſuch 
caſes are ready to obiet, Why ſhould wee haue 
any care to pleaſe,chem, rhar haue ſq little care to 
pleaſure vs, nay that are ready to doe vsall the di- 
pleaſurethey can? Yea, but for this cauſe they had 
need ſo much the rather to make conſcience of their 
dutie, euentothetull, becauſe by this meanes they | 
{hall prouide a notable remedy againſt cheir Ma- 
ſters injuries, namely, the bountifull reward of God 
bimſelfe. Thy Maſter wrongs thee : what then ? wilt 
chou therefore wrong thy .lelfe ? hee denies, thee his 
reward : wilt-thou cherefore..increaſe thy.puniſh- 
ment? andas though this were not enough, deprive 
thy ſelfealſa of Gods reward? Labans tyranny could 
not. tyre out, Jacob in the courſe of his faithfulneſle, 
and behold, in the end the Lord himſelte in ſpite of 
Labans teethrichly rewardeth him. | 
bt”! Circumſtance in the perſons rewarded. Eue- 
ry man, of what degreeſocuer, 


! eminent vertues of meane onesarenat heeded. Bur 


1. Marke berc Gods vnpartialldealing. Among 


men, groſle vices of great ones are winked at, an 
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from puniſhment, nor thy baſenes hinder thee trom | 
reward. This muſt humble the great ſtares of the | 
world. God is no reſpetter of perſons. They muſt | 
not looke for a chaire anda cuſhion, when they ap- 
peare before Gods tribunall. Nay, thou maſt then 
be ftript ſtarke naked of all outward: pompe: God 
will putno difference betwixt thee and the pooreſt | 
Lazarus. Heiudges euery man alike. 
. 2. Hencel gather that thereis a particularpro- | 
uidence, taking notice of men and-their ations in | 
ſpeciall. For Gods rewards are proportioned to his | 
knowledge. 1 know the heart, that I may rewara. But 
he rewards every man in particular. Therefore alſo | 
he knowes himgand all his wayes. Particular rewards 
argue particular knowledge. Terrible is this to the 
wicked , but moſt comfortable to the godly. 1f the 
King take notice of a meaner man, hee will beready 
preſently ro ſay in admiration; W hat,dorhtheKing 
know me ? Burletthepooreſt Zazer, that is withaf 
the childe of God, know for his comfort , that the 
great King and mighty God takes ſpeciall notice of 
him ,and that for his good. It is not with'our God as 
with cheir Idoll, that hath no-leyfwwe to atrend ſmal- 
ler matters: Hee is not like Baatt;ehar purſuing his 
enemies cannotheare his frientsmorlike Diara,thut 
being preſent at Alexanlers birth, could-notat the 
ſame.rime preſerue her Epheſran temple fro't ie fire” 
IH. Circumftance:toflowes the'rule of rewitrs 
ding, according to their owne wayes, &c.*\Here'we 
learne, that God proportions his rewards and pu- | 
nilhments ro-our workes,/as itweretbe hincto the! 
rule. This proportion hath ſundry branches: | 
Eeq i. The| 
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1. Theeuill of ſinne ſhall haue evill of puniſh- 
ment in hell,the good of obedience, the good of re. 
ward in heauen. Matthew 25. 2+ As our workes are 
better or worſe, fo [hall ourioyes in heauen, our 
paines in hell be more or leſle, Capernawm exceeding 
Sodome and Gomorrha in ſinne, {hall feele alſo an 
exceſle of puniſhment, and the wiltull ſeruant (hall 
receiue more ſtripes then the ignorant. So allothe 


{ oreater our zealc, paines and-trauell hath beene in 


Gods cauſe, the greater ſhall be:the waight of our 
glory. The twelue Apoſtles, {hall baue twelue ſpe- 
ciall chrones at the day of Iudgement, and whereas 
other wiſe men, ſhall but ſhine with the brightneſſe 
of the firmament , they that turne other from their 
euill wayes,with the brightneſſe of the fars: be that 
ſowth liberally, ſhall reape liberally. And every good 
worke added tothenumber of che former, helperh 
to further our reckoning inthe day of the Lord. Sleepe 
is ſweet, cuen to him that hach paſſed che day more 
ealily, but the {leepe of the labouring man it is ſweet 
indeede. So allo though that fleepe in Abrahams 
boſome be ſweet, euen to ſuch as haue lived a more 
jp ang. ealie like;heere , yet euen there alſo, the 

cepe of the labjouter will bee ſpeeially ſweet. The 
greater-our toyple-and:-trials haue-beene, the more 
wee haue ſweat and ſuffered heere for Chriſt, the 
ſweeter (hall-wee finde that reft and repoſe in hea- 
uen, The Martyrs ſhall bee pillars in the houſe of 
God, pvc. 3.1.2. Our Sauiour inhisanſwereto the 
petition of the two brethren, ſeemes to imply, that 
there are ſome; for whom place of preeminence. are 


prepared, as it:were'to ſit. athisrighthand and letr, | 
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neyther doth this doQrine of vnequall degrees of 
heauenly glory any more favour merit,then the vn- 
-equall degrees of graceinthis life, which oftentimes 
the Lord proportions to our delires & endeuours in 
the vie of the means;the wider we open our mouths, 
the more abundantly he will fl vs, and wich whar 
meaſure wee mete to him in painfull and heedfull 
hearing of his word , with the ſame will he meaſure 
tovsin the diſpenſation of his grace: Neyrther yer 
dath our hearing of the word,deliring,opening our 
mouthes wide,merit that which they obraine. And 
if the danger of thedoQtine of meri: hinder vs nor 
from holding, that which is indeed apparant to our 
eyes, that according to the degrees of grace, and 
ſanRification,God diſpenſeth many of his remporal 
rewards in this life, as a greater gaad name, greater 
inward reuerence and honorto the hearts of mey,to 
ſuch as excell in mortification aboue their brethren, 
why ſhould it feare vs here ? lince the one drawes 
merit with it, no more then the other. 3. Belides 
«this generall, there is alſo a ſpeciall proportion, 
agrecing to the workes in ſpeciall, in ſuch manner 
thata man may alwayes read the lin inthe puniſh- 
ment, the vertue in the reward, The midwiues built 
the houſes of the Iſraelites, by preſeruing their chil- 
dren,contrary to the Kings bloudy edi. God ther- 
fore built them houſes. Dawid purpoſed to build 
Goda houſe; God preſently promiſed to build his 
houſe for ever. &bedmelech ſaved Teremies life : God 
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therfore gaue him his own life for a prey,$0 he bath 
promiſed torecompence our zeale of his glory with 
his zeale of ours z 7 will henowr them that honour mee, 
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neycher doth God keepe this proportion in a&iue 
onely,bur allo in paſhue obedience. Here 1oſephs ex- 
ample is molt remarkeable, if we compare his ſuffe- 
rings and rewards together. In ſtead of his bretlirens 
hatred, he got flrangers loue his brethren chat fold 
him as a flaue,adored himasa Lord ; In ſtead of the 
priſon, hee met with a throne In ſtead of iron fet- 
ters, he found a chaine of gold; In ſtead of the labor 
of his hand, a ring on his hand;[n ſtead of the party- 
coloured coat his brethren ſtripthim off,the prince- 
ly roabes Pharaoh put vpon him; In ſtead of the vn- 
lawfull pleaſure of adultery.the lawfull comfort and 
contentment ofan honorable marriage. In ſtead of 
being a ſeruantin the priſon, being halfe a Soue- 
raigne inthe Kingdome. The like meaſure keepes 
he alſo in puniſhment. Abſolons baire, his pride, -be- 
came his halter. The waters which Pheravbappoin- 
ed to deſtroy the Hebrew babes, were afterwards 
made fit to poyſon the Egyptians. Pharaoh had in- 
feed them with bloud of innocents, God turnes 
them into bloud; andintheir colour ſhewesthet y- 
rant the colour of his {inne. Pharaoh 1Nayes the lira- 
elites children, God afterward (lewis, andall the 
Egyptians firſt borne. Dives denyed Lazarus crums 
of bread 3 Abraham afterward denyed him a droppe 
of water. Thoſe that will'not hearken to the (weet 
and familiar voyceof G o », ſhall bee chooled by 
the ſtrange language of cruell ſtrangers ouer-top- 
ping them. The Egyptians had vexed the Iſraelites 
with muck wearineſle,and thirſt in ouer-burdening 
them with labour; G o Þ therefore by depriuing 
chem of the vſe of their waters, afflicted them 
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with the ſame thirſt and with he ſame wearineſle in 
—_— and ſeeking for water. Saul, becauſe he 

ew thoſe thar, did wearethe Ephoa, therefore God 
would not anſwer him eicher by Yrim or Thummin : 
and his owne hands reuenged vpon himleltethe in- 


| 


lite they ſlay to God, as it is in /#b, Depart thou from 
vs, therefore inthe life to come, God thall ſay tv 
them, Depart from me yee curſed. Adams delire of rhe 
Godhead, was punilhed with mortalitie and miſery; 
And vnto him that in Eſay vaunts himſelfe, faying ; 
1 will aſcend aboxe the height of the clonds, end will bee 
like to the moſt high, the Lord will haue this anſwere 
to be made, Thouſhelt bee brought downe to the graue, 
to the ſides of the pit. Hypocrites pecforme trempo- 
rary obedience, God onely giues them a tempo- 
rary reward here in this life, Math. 6. Yerily they haue 
their reward, namely here in this life, they ſhall haue 
| none hereafter. So Ahabs remporary humiliation 
 obtaynedthereiourning of a temporall iudgement. 
| Hypocrites alſoperforme an imperfe& obedience, 
they will doe ſome few things commanded, butnot 
all : God ferues them in their owne kinde, hee giues 
them ſome few of his meaner bleſſings, but denyes 
them the principal. Whence that excellent exhorta- 
tion, 2. lobn 8. Looke to your ſelues, tr at we looſe not the 
things wee hane done, but may receine a full reward. 
-| Thereis then a plenary reward toa full,and a partial, 
or halfe reward to a ſcant'e and halfe obedience. Thus 
lehaes obedience in deſtroying Ahabs houſe, was re 
compenced with Gods blefhing vpon his houſe ro 
the fourth generation: anſwerablc co his curſe in the 
ſecond 
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nocent bloud of others. The wicked becauſe in this | 
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ſecond commandement vpon the wicked , to the 
fourth generation,as in /oram,whoſe poſterity in not 
remembred till the fourth generation, in the Gene- 
alogie, Matth. 1. But yet becauſe /ehwes obedience 
was not {incere, it was not rewarded fo as is true 
obedience, whoſe reward is farreaboue the punilh- 
ment : euento 4 1090. generations. So that euenin 
rewards, as well as in puniſhments, God will put 
a difference betwixt an 1/raelite and an Fgypitan : 
that as Gods children are not ſmitten ſo as their 
ſmiters the wicked; becanſe their diſobedience is not 
fo full as the wicked ,,therefore they hane buthalte 
a puniſhment : So the wicked are not rewarded as 
are the godly ; becauſe their obedience is not ſo 
perfet and compleare, therefore they haue bu: 


balfeareward, an{werable to their halfe obedience. 


Againe, Hypocrites giue God an outward obe1- 
ence, without the inward affeftion. So God giues 
them his exrernall benefits; but without any hear- 
tie lone or affeRtion vnte them. Looke How they 
ſever their hearts from God in their #bedience, fo 
doth God his from them, in his -bentfits. So euen, 
andequall is the ?etribution of divine iuftice. The 


vſe. Firſt, againſt the Papifts vrging their doQtine 
.of merit out of chis and fath like pluces: bur heere 
weeſee,allthe Propherredcherh isaproportion'be- 
'twixt our workes and Wages, betwixt onrpaines 
and pay;thitis, berwixtrhit wee dve,nahd thatwee 


recetue. And therefore hee maketh our workes t6 
be'the rule, northecauſe of the reward. The rule is 
not the cauſe of the linedrawne by it.Neither doth 
God hereſay,thatImaygiite to'euery man for, bur 
aceoy. 
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according to his workes. Surely if good workes, as 
they teach, ſhould bee meritorious, rhen as it is vn- 
iultice in man to deraine the labouring mans wa- 
ges when his worke is done : ſo alſo ſhould it bee 
in God, it heedid not preſently recompence cuery 
good worke of his ſeruants, as ſoone as it were done. 
And asthe hire of the labourers detained, cryeth 
againſt the couetous oppreſſours : fo by like reaſon 
ſhould the reward of our obedience, fo long often- 
| times deferred, cry againſt God. Euen this one ar- 
' gumentis enough to ouerthrow merit : Gods ſlow- 
neile as it were in rewarding his childrens ſeruices, 
and that libertie which bee taketh to himſelfe for 
| the times of thereward. And therefore heere hce 
ſaith 53 That 1 may giueto cuery man according to 
his workes, without making any mention of the 
time when, leauing himſelfefrec for that. We ſec 
that in paying of wages to ourſeruants, wee limit 
ourſelues to lettimes, as to the quarters, or halte 
yeeres end , becauſe it is a matter of deſert : but in 
our gifts and gratuities, wee doe not fo tye our 
ſelues, but giue them when weethinke good. And 
if there were any ſuch worthineſſe in our workes, 
; what neede then that modeſtie of the holy men in 
| Scriptures, wao when they were deſired their faith- 
full ſeruice, might bec remembred with Gods re- 
ward, have withall delired it might bee remembred 
with Gods forgiueneſle ? as Neh:m:ah, Remember me 
O my God concerning this , and pardon me according to 
' thy great mercy. Our beſt workes then neede forgi- 
| vings, and that which needes forgiving, merits not 
givinz. Our Sauiour when hee would haue vs = 
| _y 


»* 


Nehe. 13.22. 


Do — 


Koa 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. - | 


daily bread, as owr bread, due to our obedience by 

Gods promiſe,then withall he would haue vs craue 

forgiueneſſe , for the want of that our obedience, 

and to adde vnto, Gine ws this day our daily bread, 

and forgiue vs our treſpaſſes. Secondly, againſt our 

loole profeſſours, promiling to themſelues, though 
liuing, and lying in their (innes , the reward of glo- 
ry. No, as thou ſoweſt thou mult reape, and as 
thou breweſt thou muſt drinke. It thou ſowe tares, 
neuer looke to reape Wheate. It thou brew with 

Crabbes, neuer looke to drinke milde Beere. As 
our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree, the ; 
workesto the fruits, fayes, Can men gather fieges 0 
thornes, grapes of thiſtles ? lo comparing our workes | 
to trees, their rewards to the truites, ſay the like. 
Thinke youeuer of the thornes and thiſtles of co- 
uetouſneſle, pride, vncleanneſle, blaſphemy, ſwea- 
ring, prophanation of the Sabaoths, cuer to gather 
the ſweet figges, or pleaſant grapes of glory, and 
happinefſe ? will this gall and wormewood cuer 
make pleaſant drinke ? will theſe wilde and ſowre 
grapeseuer yecld ſweet wine? O that wee could ſe- 
riouſly lay this to heart, that wee muſt all appeare 
before Chriſt, to receiue according to that which 
here we haue done, whether good oreuill, that hee 
chat ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape cor- 
ruption,and he that ſoweth ofthe ſpirit, ſhall of the 
ſpirit reape life euerlaſting. Then would wee begin 
preſently to reaſon with our ſelues. Alas kow poore, 
how barren am I in.good workes, how fruitfull in 
ill? Is it true indeedethat according to the qualitie 
of our workes we ſhall be iudged ? Alas, what other 
workes 
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workes can [ preſent the Lord with, beſides the 
workes of death and darkneſle ? If theſe had the 
promile of reward, then were my caſe good. Exa- 
mine chy heart my brother, and thinke wich thy 
ſelte : Thus long hauel lived , but what good have 
[ done eitherto my ſelte, or others ? Vhere are 
my prayers, faſtings, humiliations , meditations, 
well ſpent Sabaoths , well youerned children and 


ſeruants ? Where are the workes of mercy to my 
brethrens, either ſoules in ho!y admonition, repre- 
nenſton , exhortation ; or bodies, in miniſiring re- 
liefe to their necefhries ? How can I looke for the 
penny , that haue ſtood idle inthe Market-place all 
theday long ? for the crowne,that refuſed to runne ? 
tor a goodcrop of Harueſt, that would not ſowin 
ſeede time ? Let vs no longer deceiue our (clues. 
That which Salomon ſpeaketh of floath in the 
things of this life, is true alſo of ſpirituall ſloath, 
He that being {loathtull in Winter will not plowe, 


{hall begge in Summer, and have nothing ; as wee 


may lee inthe rich glutton begging water of Zaza- 
rusto coole his tongue, and in the fooliſh Virgins, 
begging oyle of the wiſe, It were madneſle to fecke 
for ſhes in woods, for Apples and Peares in the 
Seas. But what madneſle to ſeeke heauen in hell,glo- 
ry in ſhame, light in darkneſle, to thinke wee ſhall 
finde eternal! lite in the way of wickednefle ? 14hy 
ſeeke yee the liuing among the dead ? ſaid oncethe An- 
gell ro thoſe women. But why ſceke yelife in deach, 
why ſecke yee that eternall life, among thoſe dead 
workes of darknes? No glory, honour, and immortality 


can bee found of any, but ſuch as ſeeke it by continuance 
in 
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Gods promiſe,then withall he would haue vs crauc 


and to adde vnto, Gize ws this day our daily bread, 
and forgiue ws our treſpaſſes. Secondly, againſt our 
loole profeſſours, promiling to themſelues, though 
liuing, and lying in their (innes , the reward of glo- 
ry. No, as thou ſoweſt thou mult reape, and as 
thou breweſt thou muſt drinke. It thou ſowetares, 
acuer looke to reape Wheate. It thou brew with 
Crabbes, neuer looke to drinke milde Beere. As 
our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree, the ; 
workes tothe fruits, ſayes, Can men gather figges o/| 
thornes, grapes of thiſtles ? lo comparing our workes | 
to trees, their rewards to the truites, ſay the like. | 
Thinke youcuer of the thornes and thiſtles of co- 
uetouſheſſe, pride, vncleanneſle, blaſphemy, ſwea- 
ring, prophanation of the Sabaoths, cuer to gather 
the ſweet figges, or pleaſant grapes of glory, and 
happinefſe ? will this gall and wormewood cuer 
make pleaſant drinke ? will theſe wilde and ſowre 
grapeseuer yecld {weet wine? O that wee could ſe- 
riouſly lay this to heart, that wee muſt all appeare 
before Chriſt, to receiue according to that which 
here we haue done, whether good or euill, that hee 
that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape cor- 
ruption,and he that ſoweth ofthe ſpirit, ſhall of the 
ſpirit reape life everlaſting. Then would wee begin 
preſently to reaſon with our ſelues. Alas kow poore, 
how barren am I in. good workes, how fruittull in 
ill? Is it true indeedethat according to the qualitie 


of our workes we ſhall be iudged ? Alas, what other 
workes 
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workes can [ preſent the Lord with, beſides the 
workes of death and darkneſſe ? If theſe had the 
promile of reward, then were my caſe good. Exa- 
mine chy heart my brother, and thinke wich thy 
ſelfe : Ihus long havel lived , but what good have 
[ done eitherto my ſelfe, or others ? Where are 
my prayers, faſtings, humiliations , meditations, 
well ſpent Sabaoths , well youerned children and 


ſeruants ? Where are the workes of mercy to my 
brethrens, either ſoules in hoy admonition, repre- 
henſton , exhortation ; or bodies, in miniſtring re- 
liefe to their necefhties ? How can I looke for the 
penny , thar haue ſtood idle inthe Markert-place all 
theday long ? for the crowne,that refuſed to runne ? 
tor a good crop of Harueſt, that would not ſfowin 
ſeede time ? Let vs no longer deceiue our ſelues. 
That which Salomon ſpeaketh of floath in the 
things of this life, is true alſo of ſpirituall ſloath, 
He that being ſloathtull in Winter will not plowe, 
{hall begge in Summer, and have nothing ; as wee 
may ſee inthe rich glutton begging water of Zaza- 
rusto coole his tongue, and in the tooliſh Virgins, 
begging oyle of the wiſe. It were madneſle to ſecke 
for ſhes in woods, for Apples and Peares in the 
Seas. But what madneſle to ſecke heauen in hell,glo- 
ry in ſhame, light in darkneſſe, to thinke wee ſhall 
finde eternall lite in the way of wickedneſſe ? 14/hy 
ſeeke yee the liuing among the dead ? (aid oncethe An- 
gell ro thoſe women. Bur why leeke yelife in deach, 
why ſecke yee that eternall life, among thoſe dead 
workes of darknes? No glory, honour, and immortality 


can bee found of any, but ſuch as ſeeke it by continuance 
mn 
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in well doing, Rom. 2. 7. It thou goe about to ſeeke 
Gods Kingdome, fecke Gods righteouſnes.So ſeke 
it, and finde it, Otherwiſe thou doeſt but take a 
great deale of paines to goe to hell. If thou pray 
thy kingdome come, pray allo , thy will bee done. Gods 
will muſt be done of thee, before his kingdome can 
cometo thee. III. Since the degrees of glory here- 
after ſhall bee according to the degrees of grace 
hecre, it muſt teach vs, if wee would then ſhine in 
glory, now to ſhine in grace. Naturally wee aftet 
preeminence, and precedencic inallchings. Take 
the aduantage of this thy corruption, to ſhake off a!l 
ſpirituall floath, vſe itasa goade in thy ſide to make 
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(hall bring thee double pleaſure, double diligence, 
double delight, double holirefſe, double honour : 
who would bee a common ſtone in the building, 
when hee might bea pillar ? who would bea doore- 
keeper, or porter in a houſe, when hee might bea 
ſteward? I V. Looke weto the whole courſe of our 
lives. God rewards not according to our good, or 
euill worke, but according to our workes,tothe or-. 
dinary courſe of them. One euill worke ſhall nor 
preiudice thee, who walketh in the ordinary track of 
200d workes ; nor contrarily,one good worke ſhall 
not profit thee, who makeſt an ordinary trade of do- 
ing euill workes. V. This muſt teach vs, faithfully 
to walke before the Lord inthe diſcbarge of our ſe- 
uerall callings, without any carking care, or diſtruſt- 
tu'l choughr raking for any of the comforts of this 
life. All the cares that belongs to vs, is how to doe 
our worke wel. The care of the reward of our works 
is 


| 


thee ſweat againe in Gods worke. Double paines | 
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- [will looke farre better to reward our worke. And this 
is that which our Sautour teacheth; wheri to thoſe 
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is Gods. Looke wee well to dee our worke, and God 


whinings : What (ball we eate, what ſball wee put on? he 


and righteouſnefle, fortt.en if they would take care 
to workthe work of God,the reward of God ſhould 


thought howto get this or that good thing promi- 
ſed, we could once take thought how to doe this or 
tizar good thing commanded, and ſo doing our du- 
ty,reli vpon God in the beliete of this dorine; that 
| he rewards euery man according to his workes.Our 
| Sautour torbidding his Diſciples ouer-diligent care 
| in prouiſton of thefe outward things, not to gather 
| (1!1uer or gold,giuesthis asa reaſon why he (o torbids 
| them, T be labourer u worthy of his wages. The force 
of which argument conliſts in this doctrine of Gods 
iuſtice, in rewarding well that which is done well. 
Forthe Diſciples might obie&t. True, the labourer 
is worthy of his wages, but the vnthankfull world is 
vaworthy of our labours for ir detaines the wages 
due to our labours, 

Therefore, this ſpeech of Chriſt is founded vpon 
this holy iuſtice of God, that cannot, whatloeuer be 
the vnkindnes and iniuſtice of the world, ſuffer good 
ſeruices to goe vnrecompenced. lr is therefore as if 
he had ſaid: Minde you the worke of our Miniltery, 
let your onely care be howto fultill ir. Doe not dil- 
grace God lo much as to trouble your ſelues with 
the thoughts of your maintenance, as though God 


oppoſeth a contrary care of ſceking Gods kingdome, 


not bee wanting. O then that in ſtead of raking 


were ſo vniuſt, as notto giue good wages rog001 
Ff workmen. 


Matth. 10. 
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workeman. V I. Heere is great varietje of comfort, 
1. Artthou diſcouraged with the meaneneſle ofthy 
good works? Thouart no Preacher to conuert ſoules 
no rich manto giuealmes, to build Colledges, &c, 
but onely a poore (eruant, keeping ſhecpe, going to 
plough, &c. Heere forthy comfort remember that 
God rewards euery one according to his workes, 
without making any curious choyce of workes. Bur | 
as hee will puniſh the leaſteuill worke, even an idle. 
word, Matth. 12.10 will hee much more reward the 

leaſt good worke: euena cup of cold water, Mat.1o. 
cating not onely of our honey, but euen of our ho- 

ney combe, Capt. 5. I. for his mercy to vs is greater 

then his juſtice. Yea, arthe laſt day notice will be 
taken of inferiour ſorts of workes, as giuing a peece. 
of bread,or a peece of cloath ; when workes far more 
glorious,as preaching,praying,martyrdom, are not . 
named, yet theſe are mentioned, Mate.2 5. Neither is 
| this without reaſon, for the baſeneſſe, or the meane- 
neſſe of the matter, doth eſpecially ſhew the skill of 
the worke-man. For where the matter is excellent, | 
there it lendeth ſom help vnto the work-man, where | 
it is otherwiſe, there nothing but the bare and na- 
ked curining,and artifice of the worke-man is to bee 
ſeene. Wee will not ſo wonder at him that maketh a 
good Image of gold, as at him that makerh as good 
. | of a meaner matter. Sotoſee zeale, faith, loue in 
preaching the word, in gouerning a Kingdome, and 
ſuch like workes, is not ſo admirable, as inthe poore 
and ſcruile offices of vnderlings, as in keeping of 
ſheepe, ſweeping the houſe, &c. 2. Artthou trou- 


| | | bled at che worlds vniuſt and prepoſterons Fomar- 
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ding of workes, iuſtitying the wicked , condemning 
[the godly, recompencing Johns preaching with the 
priſon, Herodias daughters dancing with the pro. 
| miſe ofhalfe a kingdome (fo that,as Ceſar once (aid, 
1t were better to bee Herods ſwine then [onne , becaule 
he killed his ſonne in that maſſacre of Bethlem, when 
his Sow was ſpared : ſa thou likewiſe thinkeſt, thou 
mayeſt as well ſay, /t were better to be Herods Minſtrel 
then Miniſter, Player then Preacher, Dancer then Doctor, | 
becaufe of the Minions dancing recompence with 
his Preachers head) comfort yet thy ſelie with this, 
' that God one day will deale otherwile, nay let this 
| peruerſe iudgement of the world bean aſſuranceto 
thee, thatthere mult needs be a day of Godsrighte- 
ous Iudgements. It is true, we may fay tothe world 
as Chriſt rg rhe Iewes : Many gooa workes haue 1done 
among you, for which 1o2 yee ſtone mee ? yet let vs not 
Waxe weary, though after our ſowing, ſtormes and 
tempelſts, and the pinching cold of Winter doefol- 
low, for in due time wee ſhall reape 1t wee faint nor. 
God is not vnrighteous to forget the ibours of his 
ſeruants. Thereare foure kin{les of rewards : hirf{t,ot 
good for good : ſecondly,of cuill for evill. thirdly,o' 
good for enil:tourthly,of euil for go0d;the two for- 
mer arethe rewards of iuſtice, the rhird of mercy rhe 
laſt of ininſtice, and therefore it is not incident to 
God.God torbid thenthat any ſhold lay wich thoſe 
in Malachy ; It s imvaine to ſerneths Lord, Ficare thon 
God ſaying, Behold 1 come quickly, and my 10wa7? is | Apoc, 13, 
with mee When Mordecay had performed a worthy 
ſeruice toAhaſperoſh, in the dilcouery of a dinge- 
rous treaſon, hee had not his reward preſently : bur 
| Ft 2 yer 
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yet his ſeruice wasregiſtred, and ſo afterward, when | 
the King looked vpon the records,it was royally re- 
compenced. So Malachy teacheth vs, that thereare | 
bookes of remembrance written for them that feare | 
the Lord. In them all our good workes are inrolled, 
Our labour then ſhallnot beeloſt. Not ſo much as 
ourteares but they are botled. Men may forget vs, | 
as Pharaoh did oſeph, Exodus 1. and the Sechemites | 
Gedeon, Ing. 9.17. but God willnot; Ourrewardis | 
ſure,though not ſo ſpeedy,as wedefire : God heere | 
aſſures vs of reward ; the time hee determines nor. | 
3. Doth it crouble thee that thy good workes worke | 
not that good thou deſire(l? Remember that God | 
rewards vsaccording to our workes, not according | 
to his owne worke. Now the /ucceſſe of our workes is 

his workegnot ours. Doe thouthy indeauour tod e 

that which belongs to thee, to performe the dutie | 
required, with an honeſt heart;if there follow no ſac- | 
cell , thouart neuerthe worſe worker. The good 

Orator alwaies perſ[wades not,the good Captain al- | 
waies ouercomes not, the good Phyſician alwaycs 
hcales not, the good Preacher alwayes conuertsnot. | 
Ir isenough ifthou do that which lies in thee: Then, 
whatſoeuer thy ſucceſſe bee on earth, ſmall or great, 
aſſuredly thy reward is great in heaven.N ay,the leſle 
the ſucceſs,the greater [hal be the reward,ſo thou be 
patient. For now vnto thy aZive obedience in well- | 
doing, thou addeſt p.;/sjue in patient-ſuffering z and | 
doublc obedience muſt needs haue morethen a (in-| 
gle reward. 4. Art thou grieued at vncomely (ights, 
to ſee ſeruants on horſe-back & Princes walking on 
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is, the wicked flourilhing in their pompe and pride. 
| to tyrannize ouer the godly ? Dolt thou ſee che whi/ 
| which is moſt ſeemely tor the fooles backe, to bee hela 
| in his hand, to afflit the backes of others ? Doſt thou 
ſee rhat Aﬀesin ſtead of a halter, are ſet out with 
golden bridles?are theſe things prickes in thine eyes 
as once tt Davids ? Comfort thy felfe in the medita- 
tion of this Dofrine. Grudge not that the wicked 
are rewarded according to their workes. Grudge 
not their externall obedience proportionable re- 
ward in the outward things of this life : God herein 
does no otherwiſe, then as ſometimes noble Cap- 
| taines, who haue honored their enemies, whenthey 
| haue fought valiantly, to put ſome ſpirits into their 
: owne Souldiers; or then ſometimes Parents doe,re- 
warding their ſeruants diligence and dutifulneſle, 
cherby to prouoke their own children. So (houldeſt 
chou interpret Gods temporall rewards giuen to 
the vnſound obedience of the wicked, his enemies, 
his flaues, as aſpurre heputs into thy lide his owne 
ſouldier,his owne ſonne : for if thou wilt do thy du- 
tie as thou oughteſt, how much more mayelt thou 
aſſurethy (elſe of a farre greater reward, For Gods 
bountie is not as manies, like to riuers, who are 
greater farther off, then neerer home, atthe head 
and well-fpring where they firſt riſe. Withall conſi- 
der theſe mens damnation ſleepeth not. The day of 
iudgement haſteneth, wherein the godly,in this life 
tanding at the barre, ſhall ſic on thrones, and iudge 
their [udges, binding Nobles with chaines,and Prin- 
ces with terters of iron. Though in this life Dixes 
feaſt, while Zazarws is withour, begging : yet inthe 

FE 3 ife 


——— — 


2 Fa, 


 "NbgS 


—— 


$; nemins face. 
ret , quaſe non 
vigilare videre- 
tu diuina pro- 
wideniia: ft om- 


nibus faceret, 


| non [eruarctur 


dining patien- 
tir A ag 
P/ai., 0. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


life ro come (loe a change) Lazarus ſhall feait at 
Gods Table, or on Gods bed, lying in Abrahams, as 
once 7ohn in Chriſts boſome Dives in the meanc 
time looking ouer, and begging. Then ſhall God 
make good that which heere he ſpeaketh of reward- 
ingeuery man according to his workes. Then, and 
nor betore ſhall che equalitie of Gods reward tully 
appeare. Some of the wicked indeed, euen in this 
life,he rewarded with condigne puniſhments, 
leaſt his proxidencez but not all,leſt his pari- 
exce and promiſe of the laſt Iudge- 
ment, might be called 
into queſtion. 
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